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Harb magni trrom fldfi t% maghU iiige&iis pfodi^re. 

pETRA&CIld 



THtiicB happy minclk tha>;feel the^pcT^er of friendihip ! 

Oft do the Mufes on a beauteous eve> 

The Iky fefene, a«d drowfy nature hiEiA'd> 
'i^^ciifaffccfcIdflialVonnd« to firicndly ears, > , l ! - ; ;' 
ji ^d rQi^^thiqi|f Jtindre^ minds with fuc}^., , ,; . .^.i^ ; 

Warm f^^ncy, and^ ethereal forms 
""^Xs'lcapethbirhlgarihteneA^^^^ '' ' '''' -'^' 

U.rlrfhJ^ifJeei^i launch iilt(^t|ifc pfftiftof fiitajdfljipf i u 5flv> 
,^ f rip^ndftip,! fl)a^ |bc(l fwpport qf wf^bpd m^ ! .... f • , 

Wh^ch gives u^r when oqr life k painfdl to. us, 

A fweet exiffencc in another's boing. 
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OF 

PETRARCH- 



BO OK IV". 

Vv E have feen in the life of Petrarch that hk 
ibrrows feldpm came iingle. His eyes were 
.ftill wet with tears for the death of Laura> 
:wli€n (the 3d of July 1348) he loft cardinal 
Colomia^ the man who had been fo many 
years his friend and protedor, Petrarch feem« 
to think, he was deftroyed by grief, brou^t on 
by the diiafterj in his family^ By fome it was 
faid he died of the plague. He loft in the 
fpace qf five years his mother and fix of his 
.brothers. Some time before the tragical death 
of his brother Etienne, he had a converfation 
^with Petrarch; in which he deplored the loflcs 
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tl^^^/,/aidP(et]:^ch.,, fTjl^e c^x^m^^roa^^ 
an, ,«iQ9ftWPt q^ t;hA§ , f fediiiftf-E?^. ( f l^p%^tc\^\ w^ 

tii^.iCMirdioali.iBfifted. StPi^s^wiA what,, he 
hp^rd, /Al^s!'- f^she, ,', I, fe^r my fkther wiil 
proye too ,go0d a prophet/ , This vienerabk oUJf 
m^n wa$|%taliva a^dhad »tt;aia(e4 admoil th^ 
ag© i c^ ^ , hmidrcid yea*s. Petratch. i^rote hiiw 
aj^ttor lOf condqkpce* »s follows : . ,, -A '.tf'.rl 
t'.,Upfctftui|«teoki>6miaI 'WMtxirime.^av^ 
yaU:(P<*pm}tted? < How havC/yoM n^erite^itJie 
pWiAiWXeOA of ) .^; tedious life, t , , 'XrPUi < re^Qt^jl^fei 
KfetalJws i/» yotiriCo;Witjfy> birt|t^ >««&?& 6e<^?ftf! 
eimI Dtbf f qlu|tiitie9 fi^ mind , aad bo^v in> an! A*. ■■ 
liliWtoW.and'froitftA wife, in! thtxcewifwlfer cfeg^' 
ni<yj in i^hc! pomiDftiid' of the, lUHxwtt^afltotean 
in.5fjf^0ji^,ian^ .trii;iipph3 ; 'iajfipe^ ipna^fr^*!; 
agefl^4i<^^Ttt9i«.ftiildin«d;to:th^flfidr:i ^t tfc«:i 
diftr<:/9[ibs,ywi b*1« undierg(jh(^.ft(jyci:w»iy[l»wajft. 
yowr . gipsy, ]?»fc , >»|«td[kis» Jiad^ 9<»j fiftro^W i> \ 
'you, ihi?d%«R more lamed: ^iXha.i(<if%mt€ik'baik. 
for their birth. He had four"fef^(y^^)s^Tii 

•and.^y^^e ljqf|^|^of,^«un^;j Ymr^^ 
f(^yp^,f9PS,,|onf,.a^^fJ,^t^^i|,-vy^.i?foHWt/ 
•hasreity)^ ^,^lpglJffrff§f^^l^l?^l^fe fi}H^.tp,?©«s¥ijrtl'J 
it, Jhro^'bi^ppsi, ai^<^,^Oig<f|ifjr«}srt .TifhWolfe.. 



of 'thfe^ grtiicH pi^tM "Wrbrk lthiy''ttiih?rtffo«* 

tidide of cfeiMretti-jlAd g*ktiilH:hliai«ri>'^»v*ikA» 
cawfe y/^' tO"rtfefalble trie '^trlaikjKs'ofl'Md'J 
Whorcfver the Rbmari mme k' knowni, 'yttti 
|)ai[| for the Ita^ieft bftneAs but, as 6olott MH* 
iW'tke'Mtig of Lydii, *' Nbtriait^cail'be feUtell' 
liappy before dd&^. ' The adiei and bkd«3Mbf 
arc tlh«' only ItiiitKful Wltt<ei&s>ofth^Jha^^ef3 
of'4ift?.'^-T ¥b«'"wdttld htttte' boictt tli«ii>gf«««ft* 
exkitt^ bf ' hdman-'felrcity* if «he ^M^d('^ym!^\ 
lif«%ad airfWered' -dw ctnirfe<<>f ie.' A feiti^>1lft/5 
19-llake.airoykge ioif>a''€Mf> diiy9J'''^^'<'t«fclnr^' 

ttf(uai;<iatt!difi^^ foiU fbldM^p. ' Httiji^ IHH'' 
t>i^oamilYkHd^ ct9h]^@^tiib^;<' ^li!^ ^fe^'^ik^' 

£)r«nikv,<^^tb&tid^^<<fp«^6a%^^ '^i^'to 
•brilddi-' her bbUdr^ f^iiH! -AM^ W yton''re- 
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?|. THE LIFE' OF BOOtt 

fenibled Met^usiri the begurrimg;ibydaianaf 
compare yourfelf.t© Priam.in «bc ^dnd^fi life. 
/The former was buried by his* ihildrefty:)tkf« 
Jatter lived to bury hii^ whole family. The im^ 
conftancy of fortune i« ftich, tha* we kvt&ir 
jiot what we ought to f«iar or to hope.- Shtii 
1 advidfe you to hope, or to defpak ? I will )db 
neitluef : 'there would be too ihueh prefumiptaQXi 
in the one, and too much weakne& in the 
other. You cannot hope. for more, diildncni. 
.When old age is the fcafon of marri^ge^ ifk 
0&umiatural as harveft in winter. Youiuueed 
•not deip^ir on this account ; foir hare you not 
yoiirfelf ^ What pofleffion is more deltghtfuti 
vthan. the eiijoyment , of a man's own .fouH 
There have been fathers wiio Irave had a hxin- 
dred? children : Hefotimes king of Af ibia h%d 
<tibat number.! But rare as is dfuch an ioAance^ 
it is ftill more fo to £nd mea whaei^j^ tbtfo^ 
jfelvcs. You have l®ft tbc cortiTeriation of yQttr 
:4:hildren; converfe with yourfelf^: In a*h&[, 
r}phg and glorious as youts> how many tbiog^ 
piay you recall, honourable and agreeable X^ 
jrtiBed on ! Ycm forcfaw all th|A has h^ppi^ntf 
.^ tp yiou. Hecplleft the eopverfationi w^ ih«4 
j^)gcf)aer at RoivDe : I havjc hefi^re ray eye* 1,1^ 
?^nfji«i;^t o^ofjijiro^ntonf whidf w^ \^mcd ^-iwf^ 
converfed on this iubje<EI. Tears are due tafuvr 



esMfettiSaiaEyita^ 



f^T^pp' 



^ I 



tsure^ jbut itdrae ^bould dry them iip. CoHc6l all 
tikd flioehgth )€)f your fbi:^; and :fuftain with cou>- 
^ge;/kfai$ laft aflduJt;of ibrttinc* / Sbcrlsriumphs 
aii»ord';freqwntIy by^itcruoir thAn bif ifirenj^th. 
¥^;haTc kifttb* pkafurcjs you caijoyedi but 
jn t^eir fbead 3noTar hanre gained a real happineis. 
"BoU- have learned to diftinguifli the felicities: o£ 
nafiore from the chimeras of the world ; to di£- 
jctfvoTi truth ia themidft of the (hades thatifunr 
round it ; to be convinced that the advantages 
of Jife .were not your own ; and ta defpife thfe 
pupiie of a blind /goddefs, the idol of vulgar . 
Jixnnds. Thie more you have kiik, the ic& you 
lii^ve tO' lofe • hereafter : yau came nakdi i into 
^ - thi& worlds and naked ihall you go^ ont^o^i^h 

\ ' ^fFfetriPch, exhaufted by grief, addrefle^ :hiiii- 

*i«lf t4^ D^ath >in thefe lines ; ; . n i ; . j > ny 

♦ . ^DfJi^Msteur iiafl ' taken ironi .me the ' twji trnfat 

-iareai^whp wdrc my joy and < my ttJiifidfent^: 
idttit ftatelytolnfwi which fervod i^rfc for^fuf^ 
j^rt^ arid that green lau*eLufnderwh(6f^ ihadc 
iStg*4^e)Biy^fi)uPrepofed ! NothingM^aft* Tc&6ik 
«> l^^K*a8l1l«ve tefti Wfeat'reiftaitt&for me 
iitfH^Jfbemdato afll^ mf luttitfe ^y s futife irnit>a- 
^ftbl^ I6flfes I Otirkfe i^ !ik^^ffie%adttW 6f thfe 
ftlhf paffirtg ov^ tik ^raJnl ■ We^of* ?n' a hi J- 
lafeiit VH^t^ vf^6^ ilVi- ' beiii^^y«iifi^'4fi ^'^d^til^ 
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^ THE>LI«1SI OF BOOlfr 

aaa (i#^ficf fot the toferfeiftiiiafo^«(tKfei>BuA 

f ^^tPhe dc^htof lihe oalrdiifeV^a^Ji^xtriifhrfylfek 
at i\ftig«idrt/ wkeite'' it Mt^& ^^redfi^^tbi'd;' ld« 
lidufe fceWg tli€ ftwde5ivbi/s df 'mfe*i%f l^te^fe 
'dtid of^g«nitiS. ' Thtife Italitins'^hh ^mithpofSkA 
■yAi'tbilttconid rtot fuppbrt Avign6ri^aft6itJ^y 
Iftd loft tliik Mec^nas. ^They difpei'fcdi Three 
e^ tKcfe'were the particular frietids^ofFtetfKt^h^} 
Satefat^^/Iyuke ehriftiari, and' Maiftaffd^Accuifei 
Soc^gttesn^tts extremely erobarreiffedbythfindoath 
•Bf theeardind: he felt it waaim^affibletoUV^c 
^furtfeeir from his dear Petrar<:^h, -and J^thecotild 
•not deterrriirie to quit Fratice =for Itlafly:>ibe 
^'^r6te, without ceafing, the moft' puffing fet** 
< tie*s to Petrarch to return and fettle in^Frahee. 
»:r >5mikc Ghriftian was of i nobie ffcmiljj /at 
Rome. He had a benefice at Plaiiinecv and 
^ifletrart^foaU givm him the cmiorilhip of Mo- 
-^dai^/^i Hb :^^s'^' ^<Dod tooitiipaiiion^ andiMd 

cuife was defcended from the great c!viiiaiix>f 

>Mcrftnacer/ whttmfkheytftyfed the i<jk?I of. tHe law* 

V Hc^ wds^^h^ ccff^ ^ Sti AntQiMei • de? Plftifa©€e ^ an 

1 ' ilUtiwaiasahn;,c{bu6c©fra)itoiifhl^S^ raaiiid., 

MB^^dtte^uiiton^peaf ; ( onfl pofleflJed if allrthofe 



l^ eini go^tle qualities v^hich cortti^\|tp fco 
tl^. cQmfprt q( life. Ho deterawied with >I/uk« 
^;g<? jj(> lt4y t^ Pe^r^ncb^ , and iefitle with l\u» 
the life theyihould lead, and thc^nplaqf^iia 
*Jiifiirijiicy i^ jfoq ticif jeiideftoc. .tChey 
&t o*t firow Avignon in. ^fer^eli 1349^ ♦wd ar* 
jp^^i at, P^aia in April ; but they did.ao^ $ud 
ilmt (rkndt he ^^a gone a little jauBney,to 
i?atiuft, land Verpna. I#uke and ' Main wd. pafiipd 
i^idily injim ' fcoufe, • to reft , thtmfdvfls i 'and 
Vfbfa:i7li^y vkient awiy, left a letter ini bis U-* 
i«)ary#/vfi/epeij|/*t4wy told him they had taken 
dwirakto/ldf ithe Aipsjtocome and fee him wSt 
JrdBsaaj.ft&aftr they were ^oing to nn^ake aitoi»r 

j4broughi Itily to fettle their afFair*> and would 
)tiiea/tetniirn and concert with him the natf^ao^^of 
Ji^iiigiAogfther* They begged hina not to 
^fiMt^o ttiei ifoiicitafoons of Socuates^i ;who 

;^WsrJitcxitaboiier^]l things to bring him Jmdk tQ 

ot/Whcn Potraifch returned to *Rarn|a>! twhat 

' i/vias (his ocmcet^ to find thelof^ hi had iji^ 

fcAittediSrlSe: wro\» ti hia feiwds ito te^tfy feis 

vjj'Yoii Apjjcar iniions Ifeft 'Sdcratcsr ftiodld 
'^engage m6i td return to VaiuJlufe.' Motci^ by 
'tfie repcddcd folicitations of this dear fri^d, it 
'U tiuc 1 did give him hopes of it, if what I 




8 THE LIJ£ OF ' BOO* 

^fe^ iuceebdeiiV that ' is, J^td f pitied art- ■'' 
ilhmciit wiiich ihotild fUriiifli infe with- a: 
jdl:'jik:t€xt to rtitaaiil'thfei'er^tt^ pr6ctrtfe*fie^ - 
at ^iiartie'tiiAe the' n^atis of 'litii^'\^;4^ "■ 

frien^, .arid . receiving " Cxinvehitiitly all - thb'fe 
pcrfons who areufed 'tovifit me. But wheri'I? 
wrote with this view, our maftcr Was^aliveV 
You -was at Avignon with Luke*, Lclius', and 
the' finall uumTber. of friends death h4d yet 
left rue: thefe were fo many lovers who drew: 
me thither/ '^Since that time the face of 
things has changed: our mafter is dead, jOU 
are all difpetfedit and poor Socrates remaim -' 
alone in that city; he i's attached to it, by the 
Jforce. of habit. I doubt not he wiflieato :tfe ' 
with. lis, and to fee me above all ; but i]fow can 
he have the courage to p'ropofe ourtoming 
into a country where the bond of uhidri is - 
brblceiv and we fliould be afe ftirangeh Without ' . 
lupppr^, and without habitation ? If we vf c^ise ^' 
Uke-'t^die hap^y "fouls difchgaged from the'^ 
tie? of th? body;? y?hb inhabit the Elyfian field^i, ^ 
who V^qtii|^e only Iha^'dy ^oods, beds of grafs, 
or^ tile banks of a river, and' meadows watered > 
]^'&icsansx Vaud^ule v^ould furriiftr us. But* 
|b5iife£hiilg roore is'^'neCeflkry for thofe foub- 
■Vv^ho^drag their '^odxe^ along with them. The 
yul^air think that poets and philofophcrs arj 



Hiad^ 4J>£jMU.., jV^cl^V^^ wqWci^^^^ 
as it^'^j^rpiwly, ragfeic^blfi, aiDufqments \vhen' 
we ^^cq:, fatigued JxUh our rcfidence in the city; 
butjit..^.nqt t;lie pl^cc for a continued fcttle- 
men^« ;,-It;is>.t^arpniingin fummer; no onehaa 
prq^]^ thi^rijiyre fenftbly than myfelf in a re- 
fidejUQe qft^n years; and, not to incpr the 
cerx^urj.pf »ygnLity, I will a4d, it puglit not tQ 
l-ep^t^it^hacJt fne for its gueft. I have im? 
prqyc^ i^ti^ bcft I cquld, ai^d it is known tq 
m^y ,bjy,my y/erfes rather than by itg own 
fangi,(^^ JF^QP?* ray tepder youth I loved that 
foi^llt^yj^, 2^l»d Jt was afterwards the pqr^ i^ 
wl^cji J tfi<^, refifgc- Alas ! I knew not what 
I 4i4rril bTQwght with me there the c^res that \ 
confifnjue^. n^^- .I.fiUe.^ thofe beautiful vallie^ 
watered Jt>y the Sorgia with my cries and nji^^ 
te^x^^ ^Ijich refpunded every where. '^1/1^10' 
rcgi^^njl^jyuic^s^, endear that/oHtude ,; bl^t^jalas ^ . 
theyicjpfrittetfttoo! .. ,. ., , , J,,,^". 
• ^ /l . Jtjie beauties ; of. yaucltife I ^iljjj ^ jajljtpjj^,, , 
Bufe ,?^ they ^ h^. pgrgUele4, with th^pp ^p\ ^^ 
fountain^, thofe myc^Q.nx^ii$^,^p^c y^l^Ji^ 
filled with, fifh; ii\ |i^> ^wjth.-^^e,,t\p^^^ . 
which embrace ^ Jt^ly ,!0n gy<§|y7 ;§^€ (.^t;^rt9^ 
fpcak Qf the' other advantages ,5if na^^ j<p9U^tfy j 



IX) THB; LIFE . OF JJOaK 

i)nbabi|b2hts< n I kdotir- alt i.tkbi;i > !and> >)iok] lDj)r 
&ten^iiifp fonf 3^ou vriH i not ^permit ime fe^ hid^ 
^/ilUgh m r^nouncmg ¥aucltifey aiMi* &tl 
-flff^felf ftiU T infefiflibly imptelSed . towardi "i t. 
lOwirt' youth 'is'paiTed'j iillufionB*' a*ci no longer 
ltd fefe indulged. ' Whet hinders nsffromi glid- 
ing ^ ofl the few days- that remain in^^peace 
ind ftudy > ;We have Idft.th'C beft of ma^re ; 
Irtid; being at liberty, v4}yihotjld weiiotj eftJ€^y 
Wf Fr6m the great ^e riiay hope g<iod will, 
Ifut among' j^jiem 'we cannot flatter ourfelvrs 
with uniting in true Society. Vanity, Wid that 
difftetity of fomine which is th^ b^neof friend- 
ihip, prefentg it. Fearing^ f&lwSya td ddtefe 
thtenifblves, they will' be adored^ rttli?^r ^tKHa 
tovedi Our matter liTcd with ui-jts his friends, 
and hi3 fervice hari nothing humbling or 
gncvoufli: 'but ve are now entirely 'fteel/ Wc 
rire ilbt jprinces ofrthe earth, or <of the £ta>ras 
Ad:ftotl£. fays; but is this nedcSkfy tO)'be 
happy? Hive wc not as.' inuch w thofe nw* 
derate fpirits heed ^-wr bo regulate, thciar idcfiref 
{ff the wants^bf nature }' Suppofc 'wc wcr6 *q 
^ih^ our' XtitU fortunes, 'wo Ihould' live I in 
abundance;' ktid ha^e nmchTmore to fear from 
envy tfeian p&vcrty. Wlyy do we hefitate tJO. do 
this ? ''Why arc ^e feparatcd one from th^ 
3 



obhftr bymvetQ, &m, «nd 'mountsdds ? i Why do 

v^at Fteribh8y.fo.i|]nkill)^unked/bylfne]id^ 

kiaATfe but/one > bcaajt and 4)kie fouU Uve e|lib ivmder 

t^ fiuroe roof '? For my parfc^ I have lojig fijcjad 

3 term^ to. my 4cij;re8 ; zAd I fear nM the /nt^ 

pus:i9ch <^ my. heir. * I live for . my felf, andi myt 

fhti 'htm mtk who& difpoiitioh and ohaia^ber. i 

aixrx^otftyet ajpquainted^ What greater h^^ 

pitied&.:can wc propofe than to paf^ ow'lifc 

Ti5^|tfe proved and united friends^ with whom i*(e 

tbi»k aloud,, and who have but obo will, ©ne 

limlf. Can fmy thing be more ^rceabj^ than 

(bitcs^jalwao^ fet£nc> minds always agre^di* hea];ts 

^ways open ; < amverfetions whfoo tuuth ?eig|i$ 

JW^tfe^ufe- conftrftint^. referve, or .preparatip^ii? 

>^His matonerof life i& the obje6t of all; fn)? don 

fircsi uf I eanj obtain it I Ihall hsuvono^caufc 

'for cnrtyi*/^;*'' ..i •• " "- - :•• -r 

' 7 A My hoialfe^ is* net large, but it will aecoBtv 

modite'lftifch friends 5 and^f ouriociety llioiild 

^ihcrtefc) r ba%'Je -akrger m the city, td vrihieh 

vm fiHay repair. rMy domeftic, who appears a 

•world to^irie whploVe^to be alone, is at pre- 

lent > the onl|)r> perfon who refides there, 'We 

haue ill thci ! neighbourhood Bologna, where 

4n^the ftudy ^Mtbe.law we paffed t&e moft 

delightfi;^ years of yo^h. With what plea- 

fure Ihall we r^vifit the places we ocaupied ii^. 



S9 THtt ffilFlD mr tOQffL 

|hj9,4^9£in)buoCQR«:«aildiil}Bfii>tit! .Butilnaieait' 
ilft^tftffr^fcryjfe tfegewa/ii IfyDu^fcrJflaifaaeiej' 

l5Jfr§f^ja?t<$#tr^iW<ie4^?t)y*bejypSj^ whifch terig 
oj5^[#ieff5,;lake», wd,, ^nt rpo-v^eredii^fkh lS»«w 
eren in the midft q^ iUi^mcr : c^r^tQ Rer|3i|/ 
>jfhp"f w^/^^.Jj^ve the Appenalmp, ov^r'bur 
J?l^^,-,thf 4ca, at, pur.f??t,]wdi;thfi!Trk)OBi8 
^l^jlii^g, before ,i^; when; o<ir ,eairsM^ilK.b^ 
jfaluterf with the voice of Neptijinejiitlw: foUiid» 
pf..tlv& Nereides, and thci daftung. of -ihe. -vfraves 
a^i\fl: til? rocks- When, w? %|1 ^c wea^yjof 
f^?5i/P.9t':?^<ip^ py^ffnts fr.traffiqvijiainti^hbami 
if^f^U?*^*^^- W***^* a-.,fpliQitfiwiU.i<ii(lwru|td 
W^jT^^ J^mesde Corr^re, thiq j?it# t^iwafele 
^fymenl.YirtjJp is; a|>vay$,afl^iftbJe.;ifeabi((|fi8 
iHU n^uve, fo^in,tl«si^-, Its^rafit^i^gitwofa 
j^[^#^^! .-. ."^/^ %fl-,,then be,fPeftif)M6iftco^ 

f3itfp^, ,fft ifiYyo^, t.fevWflndfift of. titeln alh 

•^^J^ftWife ^iWf^Nff %HThi^ ^tthfc.. .liTewi 

'^^^ny^ifl?MmW\^ thevwnweof-joyand 
pleafure.' They %, thaj; %nicftefe is the afto- 
^W> 9i>^^%}^^h v.mnf^%fi' flaa^^ thea-ibb fiha 
^ure. Let u§ uB(ite without lofs of time. 



(DofiielfaciB, if^cthairiTikite ym^i^^ii^t,' tbdoft^li 
pfaae'wifiieMl(k0(mdjr liiieamil^ dib'tm^'traitqliilii> 
Iky. /^Hwn ready to fbllbw you etcry tvfecrt, 
bvMm^ i bttbuous dhllle^if y<Ai make choice 
of fit 2 i Iwill rf^ounee iily <rtf*i incfitiation to 
addfiltji^oiirfe^s i fliatt b^ iit cafe arty vrheife, 
il<Jj€t^bfttimy6urfocicty/ - * ^ 

:tiiiBtttarch; d^fitous of an eariy anfwef, fought 
asDOo^ hi(lferva<its a ilieflenger whom he* could 
bdft'ipare'for this jouimfey, and- fixed upon his 
cbokvji ddding the following lines : 
M f The mbft vulgar peafant is qualified for my 
hitehenv I ^irtfer the mofl fimple meats pre- 
paDredri Without; a*t oi: labour. 1 thitik'with 
]^iBlira*, ithiit no^ cheer is more delicious thati 
thtBfraitS t(tid herbs of my garden, talwa^i 
apjbrdwd a >feafte conformable to nature. Kof 
4:hatrii4^k(<g a good repaft now and then } hyii * 
itolhoifldi^i^tatf very rarely. ' Atnong tlte^Rt^- 
mamk^ btfoteJfehe conqueft of Afxa, the cbdfc'iv^ 
the Ttlefl? df> ilaves: would to Gold ffie/li^d 
never ooncpgte^ that part of fhe^f^brrd/^/lMcn 
hwTubdtt^d thtfb hf' fts ^offee^^ ^nd^liM/^? 
Br fo J go6d Ry^^^nSmutfcalfe ^ tKi^^ett^? t^ mi 
6iands5 «id;if>ycmifittd^tta^^kifh^^^^ 
to>SocAites alt^A^l^Ai^^i^ ^V^ P^'^ '^''^''^'' M 
\ ..In Jimne i.34^>4^hae^Pdfran:i?^ Wol\^«^^ 
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ill) hisi'iWnd' «h6 K'^pifeft i»leiittff rehisHiittt* 

midft of A heavy ftortn. Petrarch, not ^itpd^^ 
ihgilMttvib fcK»i> a!tkl''krioWiAg 4)y!Hts tfiritiiat 
hetftriw^ht bad iMWtf, '\irag Mttd 'wilK^^^lle**- 
ndtUJhi- -He Was wrfttngrarid the' p*«' feM ft'<^ 
Kii'haii*. * 'Wfeat is the iwattfer ? 'Wliat tte^ 
do'j^^ briftfg ttie?' ftidheifi htrfteV ' » AI^S 1 
rety vt*id,' rcpKed the fervafttf'wit'h'a'VoibciiAi 
terfupt^d by his fobs. ' * • Yoiii* t\rh> fifirfttds ^ 
into the hands of thief es Oh tfe; ^^'tof -todtilit 
Appennrtie. ' O God ! what' a fad^ aci?Mcht !' 
Mainard, who had ftopped for fomethliig, tfrey 
funroimdcd and murdered. Lukt?, hearing 'his 
cries,' gallop^ed back to hirh fwOfd inhatirfl 
he alone fought ten of them j but at laft h&^ikf* 
ceived fo riiBny wounds, that befell 'dfirtdft- 
dead to the teltth. ThethieVctsfle^d'il^itb'chei^' 
prey.' Some peafthts, drawn' t^lth^f ''By tfefe 
noife, Would infellibly have; ' t^WeK HlkW}^ <#' 
fome gentfehieri, unworthy tol't^i' ciI!^(lte,'M\S ' 
not ftopbecf ifh^' piirfuit, and ^'ddlnMea^ thi" 
thifev^s m«j tll^it'Wft'fes: Umt'W^fi^tmmi^ 
fword J'n halid anioiik''tH«^'tos, ^f ^6 m^' 
knows whrft Is' became "of 'Kiri^* ^i^^'Sti^' 
•dition of Petrarch,* wneiine beara t&fe dr?!rai' ' 
ful ti;iihgs,''<?/nnoC <t)^^''a^'i-c^ftdV 'tiB^'^iilf^^ 
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tified tftvpm^vs$ i»r:rejnfiate\^»^ iiWcceifibfef 
plaq^,: rff <3^ wh^owjc .^hcj iiluftd forftfei lim^J' 
0Qj3[^|!i;iitted,^?j i?ioft: homd murders^ .rXh^t 
\VierC)4ja<i^d.!by/ ttue: 0baldmi> a y^ry [ aWci*f><* 
a^ pQW<*fuKhoufc in Tuioinyi wh0)feft^rf*v 
Vj?f^]l. Ixr^prcgtiaWg fortrcflfes in thcJiipiptjmWQt' 
nc^r l^p p^j^f Mugclla, of, which t^^y w^9 
ioi:^ ;Thf ^ Wi^r^^ tbe gcntliemen .w>v'<Withy;<^. 
h$itigfpalk4 foj fptoken of by PetrarbhV7«)oiQw. 
^Tfe^y garve lan '^fyhim to thefe banditti! itt th^if , 
cai^ey ^feyofi^irfii thi^r condUiSt, and» divided: 
vri^hrifbei3[i,thc'fpoil4 Villeui, tb^rHiftftriftn^^f 
t^>«d9gflf ii*<Wf«^ whom th« acoftm*^ >m P^k^A 
ta44f,jt^^t ^th€fe thieves ^hsyjin^ IqW^ned tl^^^. 
lWfeiiT^4^^ ^0;rf ncc was ^ct^mwg frwx\ A\>g-^ 
npjtwit^h twp tb^ufend florins of. ^ld|j^ they i^^ 
in wait for him, killed -and. rifliedr ^ipx ir^ thp, 
comity, of Florence.y Petraf c^hj ^ tl^oi^t jt hi$^ , 
duty to write to thofq.whp ffw^rned the ^ city 
of Florence, to engage them, to P^fue the . 
villains into their enfcrcnchmepts, ^i>fi enfure, 
tile, fefety of the highways. After a copplif 
tnent to the republic, he fays : 



l6 Wra CTFEOP BQOIC 

^ I hfKc juft Mcof^ news whkk ia ^kf to 
my ibul. MiiMMBRi Aocnife, xnm of yo^o- i>eft 
citizens, and my dear friend, rctumiBg from 
the courrt of Aiq^^SKH^ atpd ^i^g to FloMieice, 
wa^ ^afiin«^d a»tr the g»te^ of tbe at^r, in 
the hoifom of his country, and, fo to %eakt in 
the fiice of his friends^ This tMifortunate man, 
after having traverfed the cswrth, and fuffisi^d 
much in his youth, vrns coming to pafk in 
.tranquillity thd remains of a laborious and 
agitated lifcj and he flattered himfelf with a 
quiet death and burial in that land where he 
received his births Barb^oua men, or rather 
iavage beafts, have envied him thi&^confblation. 
O times! O manners ! Who could have he^ 
licved that this gentle and good man, after 
having travelled without accident thro^^ the 
midft of thoie cruel nations who inhabit the 
borders of the Rhone^ traverfed the defcrt&pf 
Provence, the moft deiblate and deprived 
country in the world ; after paffing the night 
among the Alps, where are whole armies of 
banditti ; ftiould be fecrificed in bpen day at 
the very gates of Florence ? Gc^ in ancicnjt 
times, bat Wood now, is^ the obje^ of theft 
wretches. What elfe could ind^re them to 
plosige tJbdbr f#<xds into the bewail of an inno^ 
cent man, ftripped and difermed, who could 
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^ mrm hAVe- ircVerfgcd theit Tbb'bery >' For what 
' feaV* they t«' fear in "tho!e- htiprcgnable for- 
' ■ trtf^ i^ich Icrve them for caverns and afy- 
Iffl^!^; ftflfti^ Vvh^nce they brave Florence and 
Hdttveif^ltfdf? -" 

'.' ^iJijftice is tjie bafis of all grandeur and 
Jitofperity, Ai&ffins threaten you to the face, 
ivho dareid not conceive mifchief In the time 
of your fathers. If y(Ju leave luch anions un- 
|mniihed, there i« an end of your glory and of 
your republic. Its foundation overthrown, it 
muft fmk* But I feel that your juftice will not 
tarry; it will overtake^ them* You are dif* 
Ir^Sed, 'tis true, by thefe banditti : but true 
^rtue tomes as pufe out of adverfity, as gold 
OUl: q{ the <Jrucible ; and your courage will 
mcfefl^ in proportion to your difficulties. But 
what will relieve my grief ? The moft eloquent 
w<^s I can ufe, even the lyre of Orpheus itfelf, 
caiM|9t reftore to me the friend I have loft. I 
do not propofe it to you to raife him from the 
dead,, but to preferve his honour from burial ; 
and,* whi<^ is a moft important objed, to fr^e 
th^ Appennine from banditti, which is the 
general road to Rome. Thde mountains have 
been ajways fteep and rugged, but formerly 
tlbe^y we» travferfed with the gi^ateil? fecurity. 
Bu|. if tfeofc. that Ihould be the guardians be- 
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Come the roSbcrs, and, iuftcad of falthfii^ dog? 
watching from Jkheir caftles to ptoted, beqCjipac^ 
wolves to deftroy,, terror will fpr^i^d o^eifjt^ 
min,d^ ithjerAppennine *will fcfqqqn>e,,4^eTt|f^^4 
more uninhabitable than AtUs /or Q^\jicj^f\^?f 
lUuftrlous citizens! pf event (has j dffgifftq?,* 
Thofe that would pull up a tree begii? at.i^Jjgl^ 
rootf ; in like manner thofe who )voul4t cx;te/j? 
minatfL thieves muft fcejc them iftthei^.f^cret 
retreats. Have the goodnefs ajfq Xq /epjk.out 
the other friend of whofe fate I ara uncertain. 
But I dread the worft. God maintain the ha^p- 
J)inefs of your republic/ . (, 

This letter had the fuccefs it deferved.. . The 
Flofetttines fent an army againft the U baldipi^^ 
and took in lefs than two months a gr^at many 
o£ their caftles, and made great havoc in thetf 
eft^tes* The body of Mainard vv^S; fQui>d, ap4 
buried with honour; a poor confolationfifoj:; 
Petrarch ! He fought news of Lukerfrotn every> 
one he met. with, and trembled at eacl) noife 
around him., He had Ipft all hppe^^, yrheuia 
Milanefe merchant, qi his acqvia»nt^niQQ callg4 
on him, faying* ^ I was t^W^y^^V*^^^^^ h^?^> ^^A 
would not pafswithPH^ paying nny,i:efpe(3iS:tio 
yovi/ ' 5rou,,ftre,veiyi polite, fir, xp^y I.ijft^ 
quire the rq^d^y^ovt^pan^p ?; ,^iFro^i[^ I^Jp/^j^c?/ 
replied the. nj^r.^nt^r^iql fet out fri>m itljieftcc 
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feul"' days ago/ ^ (}6oA Heaven 1*^ faid Pfc-^ 
tik?eh, ' -' wKich ' then vrki 'ydur route ?^ ' '* Not 
tlife'high road/ ' replied th& mtt^haht;' ' 1 Was 
Wii^ned agkirift'that. ' 'Hooka'^y-patKairo\lt^ 
tht ivoodiS. You Icnoiv without dduht 'the* ac- 
cident that his happened to a citizen ^of'Fib-^ 
retice; the whofe city is ih ariiis to rev^eiijgd 
his death*.'* The! army is already encahiptd'on^ 
the Ajppennine/ * I know it/ faid' PetrarcH^'* 
* but is It true that the pcrfons who accompa-^ 
nied this Florentine have periflied with hi'm ?* 
'J only heard fpiak of one perfbn who fiiftcred/ 
replied the merchant; ^ had there been feverkl, 
it -Would have l>een mentioned: btit I can af- 
Htm nothing, as I know only the public re- 
pbft/ This revived the hopes of Petrarch. 
In -this 'uncertain and afflifted ftate of mihd^^ 
ahSJ continually hearing' of and beholding the 
dfevaftations made by the plague, he wrote the 
fftliowing letter to his dear Socrates : ' 

'^ Has any annals fince the deftruftion of 
Troy (hewn iuch terror and defolation as we 
now behold ? Lands abandoned, cities depopu- 
lated, fields covered with dead bodies ; the 
wiiolc earth almoft become one Vaft defert I 
Aik the hiftorians ; they fay nothing. Gonfult 
the phyficians; they are aftbnilhed and con- 
founded, Addrefs the philofophers ; they flirug 
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up their lliouldcrs, knit their. br(>W3i and put. 
their finger on their lips. Our ftreets, hcape<|. 
x^p with dead bodies, refcmble a eharnel-l^uic 
rather th^n a city f and we ?re anaazed when 
ve re-enter our houfes to find afty thing ^^e-' 
jpaining that is dear to us. Happy, thric« 
happy, the future age^i who will perhaps hoh 
tjpon our calamities as A fpries of fables! Irt 
the moft bloody war ther? is forne rcfource; 
«,nd an honourable death is a gre^t confolatio^i^' 
But here wp hare none. And i§ it then true,, 
ifcs fome philofbphers hav? aklvanccd^ that God* 
has no concern for whart pafles op the eiartb ^ 
L/et us call far from us fo fenfei^ agfl opinion*. 
If he has not,, how coul4 th^ A^orld fubfift ? 
Some philofophers have given this care to na-r 
tiire; Seneca juftly views fuch as w^^gratefui 
men, w^hp would hide under a borrowed nanie 
the benefits of the fupreme Caufe, and by an 
impious fubtiky tempt men to deprive him of 
Iiis juft homage. - 

* Yes^ gst^t God I thou cajf^ft for tis^, we 
cannot doubt it: but how impenetrable are 
thy judgmeig^s ! If we aare punilh«d more than 
others, we arc no doubt more culpable. Per- 
haps thou wouldft prove, thou wouldft purify 
us, apd render us more dcferving of thy bene-' 
fiti; but how little do w« lyiow I There may- 
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he 6ttitt caufes 6f evil to whicli our weak in- 
teifigeiice cannot arrive. 

' Alas ! my dear Socrates, we have outlived 
our friends, and almoft outlived ourfelves !* 

' "Petrarch, willing to replace the voids which 
jdeath had made in his heart, attached himfelf 
to 'Paganino Bezzozi, a man of fenfe and cpn- 
ve!rfati6li. The clfcumftances of the times had 
contributed' to their immediate union. Dif- 
trefi foftens the heart, and ties clofe the bonds 
of aiFedion : the more we have loft, the more 
we' 'are attached to what remains behind. 
^ Our fortunes becarne con^mon,' faid he, 
'After a Ihort trial of his worth, I found he 
pietited my confidence, and he proved a fort of 
Socrates in the friendftiip he fhewed me.* But 
fleath envied Petrarch this confolation in hi$ 
misfortunes. Paganino was ftruck with the 
plague: but this did hot hinder his fiippirig 
^ith his friends. After fupper, he difcourfed 
with Petrarch as uftial. He buffered with 
jiAazihg fortitude all night "the moll yiolent 
pain, 'and expired before mprning, 
^ There remained it this time to retrarcK only 
^rce of his oM friends; Gui Settlmo, Leiius, 
OTd'^Socrates.' jScttimo was making his court 
a^^i^Vi^nbn/' Leiius was retired to llbme, hif 
fa!&vi^i\iyf fome tWe^'beirore the deatli of car- 
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dinal - Colonna. • Petrarch was very ^ XLr\€afy 
ibont Socrates; he. had^ written him ievbfal 
.letters by fafe hands, but had received no-an- 
fwer. He wrote again> with a letter eaclafed 
to his brother Gerard, who had made gTiiat 
.progr^fs in the fpiritual life in the fevenyeajTS 
he had been among the Carthufijsms* 

This month, September 1349, there was 
another fcourge which opprefled manfcin4- 
The earth was agitated in a violent manner. 
Thefe earthquakes in fome places lafted feveral 
days, and the violence of the fhocks caufed 
great havoc in the city ot Rome; Petrarch 
fpeaks thus of it in a letter : 
• ^ I tremble not only for Rome, but for all 
Italy. ' My blood freezes when I recall the laft 
words of the prophecy of Balaam : "They Ihall 
come from Italy in fhips, they fhall vanquifh 
the AiTyrians, and ravage the Hebrews.'' This 
prophecy has been accomplifhed in the fall of 
the Roman empire. God fend that thefe 
earthquakes do not foretell the lofs of peace 
and liberty to our land !' 

Petrarch paid a vifit this year to Gonzagua, 
lord of Mantua, who had invited him fo preff- 
ingly to refide at his court. Lewis de Gon- 
zagua had aflbciated his three fons in the 
^vernment with himfelf^ and affigned them 
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^JUployqients fuited to their genius. Gui, the 
.ddcft, liberal, magnificent, and a lover of let- 
ters,)ir\^us charged with all th^t concerns the 
interior goviernment of the city, ^nd its nego- 
piatioivs with ftrangers. Philipon, aftivc, un- 
quiet^ 'warlike, had the dcpartn^ent of war, and 
was general of the army : he had attended the 
Jting of Hungary in his expedition to Naples tp 
j»¥dmgc his brother's death, and was lately re- 
tucmd from thence. . Feltrin, who loved the 
arts, had the.dire<9:ion qf the buildings, fortifi- 
cations, reparations of the highways, &d, 
Lewis de Gonzagua, finking under the wxight 
of years, for he was above fourfcore, had re- 
figned the government to his children ; and 
libey ihewed in their admirable condu<5l wh^t 
may be accomplifhed in a fmall flate by thre^ 
brothers firmly unitedf 

Gui, who was the patron of letters, and had 
long known our poet, gave him a very diflin^- 
guifhed reception. A difpatch being fent to 
Avignon ; in the letters of the chancellor, who 
was the negociator, and Petrarch's friend, no 
mention being made of hinx, Gui reproached 
the chancellor, faying, ' You fpeak of our af- 
fairs, you tell us what pafTes at the Homan 
court, and you fay nothing of Petrarch, in 
whQHj } ^m mor? intereft?d th^n iii thcmi ajl^' 
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TKe tKanccUof V^itihiuhreated^tTiisTtintfftieht 
to Pelrarc^, ' who expreffe(l* \i)§ acknowledg- 
ment l)y i^ing, ^ TKe powei* of 16ve extends 
from pole to pole, and binds men by invifiBle 
iies, however lituation may fepar^te them ; as 
Augulkis manifefted in his afFedion fot VirgU, 
^tne ion oif a Mantuan labourer, and Horace, fon 
'ofa treed mam, to whom he wrote with the 
mofl: affeftionate familiarity. If fuch examples 
render it lefs lurprifmg that I ftionld be fo, 
lionoured, I feel not lefs fcnfibly th<i gloi*y of 
being treated like thefe great men, when! fkl\ 
{o Ihort of their merit. One of them faid^ 
^* It is not a little matter to obtain favour of 
princes :" for xny part^ I know not how I come 
to pleafe ol^hers, who could never pleafe my-? 
felf; 

Petrarch was at Mantua. He went to leq 
that little village famous for the birth of Vir-i 
gil : it is only a fmall league from that city, 
It was formerly called Andes : its prefent namfe 
is Pietola. On this fpot his fancy kindled, and 
he wrote the following lines tQ Virgil : 

^ Great poet ! the honour of Rome, thb 
fruitful hope of the Mufes ! Tell me wherp 
you are iat prefent ? In what part of Avernu5^ 
are you enclofed ? Or are you not rather on 
Parnaffys with Apollo and th(? Nin^e, who tt\•^^ 
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chant you with . their concerts ? Perhaps you 
ftre walking in the woods, or in the Elyfian 
fields, with Homer, whom you fo much refem- 
ble, with Orpheus, and the other poets of the 
firft rank : I except Lucan and Lucretius, and 
fdl thofe who, like them, put i^n end to their 
pwn lives, I would know the life you lead ; 
^herein your dreams differed from truth, an4 
where is the ivory door through which you 
. caufed ^neas to pafs on his return from hell, 
I willingly believe that you inhabit that region 
of heaven allotted to happy fouls. 

* If any mortal ihade is admitted to youy 
celeftial manfions, mine fhall attend you there, 
>nd inform you what paffes in the place dear 
to you, and the fate of your works, Mantua, 
^hofe glory you a^e, has been agitated by the 
troubles of its neighbours, Defended by 
princes full of valour, flie has refufed to come 
under a ftrange yoke, and will oply be governed 
by her children. It is there I write thcfe lines, 
in a folitaiy place near your tomb. I feek vv^ith 
ardour the rocks to which you retired, the mea- 
dows where yo\; walked on the banks of the 
Mineio, the trees imder which you fought a 
cooling fhade, the woods which were your 
fifylum againft the heat, . and the green banksi 
^hcrc you vyxre feated at the foot of your ri** 
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yiz^r^ AH tbefe tilings retrace yOUt/image^ The 
.tmfortunatc city o£. NapDes,. honodfed'- with 
^your afhes, groa^ns 'fiMr. the lofe of king Robert, 
ia one J day it was deprived q£ the felicity jdff 
yeairs.. Inquire not the fate of Romcl Alas.! 
jfi ip; Wttef to bp ignorant of it. .Learn rather 
;(|\^, fi^ccefs q£ your produftions ; ol4_ Tity,^vis 
c]>|iyn^ ev;€ry one with thq fojftj.fQunds of r ..his 
pipe. : nothing capi be. mprfi bea^fiifiil.thftn the 
cultivated fields of ypur.Geoigics; yQ\^r JEi^yei^ 
is known through the world; . it is fun,g, it is 
delighted in every wheire ; how much are w:c 
obliged to Auguftus, who fayed it from th^^ 
flames to which you had condemned it ! , , , 

^ Adieu ! You will be always dear to px^^ 
Prefent my ialutations to Honker an<i Hefip^** 

There was a great friendlhip between Gri 
apd Petrarch. The former loved reading, and 
this confirmed th^ bond between them. H^ 
ail^ed Petrarch one day for a foreign book in the 
vulgar tongue ; he fent him the romance of 
the Rofe, with thefe lines ; 

' I fend you a little hook that France praifcs 
to the ikies, and ranks .with the firft writings. 
It proves, in my opinion, how much. Italy fur- 
paffes all other na^tions in eloquence except the 
Greeks. 

5 A Frenchmari relates his dreams i his de-. 
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fign is to, explain the power of love,' the force 
of jeal©ufy> the tricks of an old woman, and the 
ftuatagenns of a lorer : he fhews the evils which 
love draws after it, the contrary feelings it 
meets with* in its progrefs ; labour and repofc, 
grief and joy, groans and laughter ; and he 
prQ|fe5 that pleafures are rare and mixed with 
tears. The author may well fay he dreams; 
one fhould never fuppofe him awake. How 
much more pathetic are the epifode of Dido, 
and the lines of Catullus, Horace, and Orid, 
without\:^eaking of other ancient and modern 
authors who have defcribed this paffion. I 
fend it however becaufe I have nothing better, 
unlefs all France, and even Paris its capital, are in 
^n error.- This poem was begun in the thir- 
teenth century by William de Lorris, who died 
before he had finifhed it. John de Meun forty 
years after continued and completed it : it is 
full of fatire on all conditions, of digreffions 
and epifodes, and the women in it are painted 
in the blackeft colours, 

From Mantua Petrarch went to Verona, and 
from thence to Padua, where James de Car- 
rore gave him a canonfhip, which he held with 
his archdeaconry and canonfhip of Parma. 
There came to Padua during his ftay there 
cardinal Gui de Boulogne, the pope's legate ; 
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he^ came from Hungary, whither the pope had 
fent him. The objeft of this> cmh^-ffy wafe the 
troubles of Naples occafioned by the tragifc 
death of prfncc Andrew. Petrarch waj? rfiuch 
favoured by this cardinal. Guy de Boulogne 
was fon of Robert the feventh count of AMv 
vergne, and of Mary of Flanders ; to this cx;- 
aJted birth he joined wit and talents, and had 
ftudled at Paris with fuccefs. The archbifhop*-' 
ric of Lyons was given to him when he was 
only twenty years of age. Two years after 
Clement VI, who made him cardinal at th^ 
Solicitation of Philip de Valois, wrote theft 
lines to that prince : ' The fubjedl yoia harij 
recommended to me has a cultivated mindj 
his chara<9:^r is amiable, his manners honefti 
his Uf? decent; in fpiritual things he is en- 
lightened and full of zeal; in temp<f)rfel, wife 
tfnd circumfpe6li' Notwithftanding his ydutH 
the pope confided to him fcveral itnportatit af* 
feirsi in' the dlfchJrge of which he arifwered 
the idea that had been conceived of him, which 
induced him to fend him into Hungary ort this 
difficult negociatiotfi,^ Thfe king of Huriga'iy'> 
^srwe httvefeeni weirttp Naples with an' army 
tQ revenge his brother's ^^^thj and to feize hi^ 
Jcihj^dom, which ht pretended belonged to him: 
]|^c tiot with bim i^kc Warner, ^ 6hief %hQ 



^a? the fcouige of Italy, and who jfoott caufe<i 
th<at kilvgdom to float in fcas of blopd. The 
king of Hungary conquered, and queen Joan 
fled into Provence from his fury. The princes 
of the blood went to Avcife, to acknowledge. 
and pay homage to the king, who was their 
coufm. He received them very well : aftei* 
which he ordered Charles Duras to condu6t 
biw to the place where his brother had been 
ftrangletd, and there in his prefence he had this. 
prince afiaffinated, after reproaching him with 
having cooAributcd to his death. The other 
pmnc£S of the blood he put in irons, and fcnt 
them into Hungary. After this expedition, 
the king fent ambaffadors to the pope to juftify 
his condud, to folicit the inveftiturc of the^ 
kingdom of Naples, and the; punifhment of 
queen Joan ;. and he coiliplained bitterly o(' 
the cardinal de Tailletand, whom he accufed 
of having imbrued his hands in the murder of' 
his brother. Soon after* this the plagued 
obliged him to quit Naples^ 4ivi return into* 
Hungary. . . 

The negociation of this ajffUir was very dcli^: 
catc. Gui de Boulogne was related to the king? 
of Hungary, and had an infinuating difpofition^ 
th^.th^^pope thought well fuited to it. Hci 
wa^^to propofe peace betwo^n the king of Hnn^* 
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gary an(J the queen 'ot^'iVapIes/to^folfcit^Ke' 
freedom or the princes of ttie' fclood, to defi'rc 
the accoyHt of'|:he proceeding, .that he might 
judge oi queen Joan s conduct, to jultify car- 
cdnaVTi^illerand, arid lattly, to engage the em- 
peror Charles to lupport fhis hegocia£ion ;wVtn 
his ^n-in-law. Tiic cardinal legate, not witn- 
Handing his talents, could ao no nrjiore th^n ob- 
tain a truce : he was ordered on his return' 
from Italy to go to Rome to the.jubile;e, and 
ufe his endeavours to procure pcafe. Ilis le- 
gatelhip extended over all that part of Italy be- 
tween the Alps and the Appenriine. He ar- 
rived at Padua in February 1350, ai?d was re- 
ceived with extraordinary honours, ^^ames de 
Carrore gave up his palace to him, and defrfiy- 
cd his expences, with all thofe of his train, 
which amounted to three hundred. He ftopped 
fome days m this city to remove the body of 
St. Anthony, winch, they drew out of the tomb 
to place it in a church he had built, and dedi- 
cated to this faint. The cardinal had expe-^ 
perienccd his. prptedion in-a vipleijit difeafe, 
and, to {hew his acknowledgment,. would be. 
prefent and affiit^at this oeremony. He was 
glad to find Petrarch at radua, whom he had 
known at Avignon, an4 took every oppbrtu- 
nity or converling with him. In one of theie 
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French .and Latin works, and hjs exciellence in"^ 
church niufic. He was chaplain to the pope 
and^ the cardinal or JJoulognje, and archdeacon; 
of' Brie. in the church of Soiflbns. He .nad 
appliea luinfelf wher^ young to poetry and mu- 
lie, which contributed not a little to unite him 
witn t^etrarch. Philip deVitr'i was of the 
opii>ion which the French, particularly the Pa- 
riiians, ijvere reproached with. He looked upon 
every journey out of France as an exile. He 
wrote jn, this ma&inex to the cardinal, lament 
ing 
cardinal df ff not refleft uppn the confeqiienccs 
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rTote in wx.x^ X** ^ wx. w.^ ^«.vx.x*«., .**t*x 

inff his .relidcnce in Hungary and Italy. The 

ardmai df d not refleft uppn the confeqiie 

when he s^ve this letter to Petrarch. Torcall 

a.]ournev to Italy an exile was hke blafphemy. 
nAwBocFcjfT: -. < ' v^ -^^ .^ I. 

in, the eyes or our poet. He took pen in hand 

impriedtately,. ar\d wrote to Vitn as follows : 

' Why ^flioiild riot I dare to tell my dekr 

Phiftp at a diftahce, what I ftiould certainly lay 

was'iiie prefent ? Nothing is fo free as, friend- 

Ihip. "I do not love my friend','* fays Seneca, 

" uTfear to offend him." My dear friend, t ' 

do not Know you again. 1 know that what . 

riles mull fink : tliat all that are borri ffrow 
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old : but I thought miads exempted (nax the: 
fete of terrcftrial bodifes, beccuife being formed 
of an ethered fubftance, they rift by their own 
ftrength^ or, to fpeak better, oil the wings of 
nature. If the mind grows old, it may then 
die : old age may be the end of being, and the 
defcent of it to the grave. Alas! if we arc 
thus deprived of the fwect confblation that this 
noble part of us will Jive for ever, what ihall con- 
fole us when we become the fubje^fts of death ! 
You will guefs what this long preamble leadt 
to. We have here our illuftrious father and^ 
common mafter, cardinal Gui de Boulogne, le-^ 
gate of the holy fee. You blufh, 1 fee it ; your, 
confciehce is Hot without remorfe. Confef^ 
that you did not think I illould fee the letter 
you wrote : if you had, you would Hot hav6. 
fpoken in a llyle fo weak and unjuft ; you would 
at leaft have refpeded the Mufes, who live with: 
me, and whofe indignation you would have felt 
had the time permitted. What is become o£ 
that admirable ardour, that defire of all know- 
ledge, which formerly diftinguilhed you ? You" 
would then if poffible have drawn off from Na-» 
turc the veil that covers her. What attempts 
did you not make toward difcoverics in the 
noorthem and eaftem oceaa ! The earth itfelfv 
was then too fmall for your curiofity . You i^ifcd: 

3 
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your defires even to heaven. The oibliqiie path 
of. the fun, the fixed and wandering ftars, no- 
thing efcaped your indefatigable refearches; 
not -even the aiitipodea of heaven, if antipodes 
of heaveii there be, 

* h it poffible that a iiian fo eager after 
knowledge of all, kinds ihould give the name 
<)f o:ilo to a joui»ney into Italy, out of which 
aM would be baniihnient indeed, if the whole 
world was not the country of every thinking 
mmi Shall I be frank with you ? The littk 
liridge of Pairis has made too ftrong an iwprcf* 
ikon on you; and your ears are too mudh de- 
lighted with the murmurs of the Seine, which 
run$ under its arches. You have, no doubt, 
foiigot the anfwer of the man, who, being afked 
bom whence he came, " I am a Coftnopolite,*' 
replied he. As for you, you are French, no 
one can deny that, and to fuch a degree French," 
that you coniider every journey out of France 
as a bamflunent, whatever may be the motive 
of it. 

' I kfiow that we all have an innate love for 
our country, and that the greateft men have 
been feafiWe to its attraAions ; but I know alio; 
that it is only little minds that cannbt fhake 
off tbcle fetters. How many heroes and phi«i 
loibphets.have paffed their w^hole lives in tra^* 

VOL. II. . D o 
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iFclIing ! Plato quitted Athcufr where; he was. 
adored as a god, to travel oyer JEgypt and[ Italy. 
'I'he joumics of Democritus arc celebrated, and 
ftill more fb thofc of Pythagoras, who ncveif. 
Returned home ; more inflamed by the love o^ 
truth thain the love of- his countty, aft^r gdbg 
ever Egypt, Perfia, and many barbaiojas ipoui?f 
tties, he was twenty years in Itlaly ; and/jou 
weep for one only that. your toafter p^es ther^^ 
Awake, my dear frieiid, Ihak? off the .lethpf^ 
you are iii. . Elevate your foul, which is. fwfe 
under popular jwrejudicefr, and which, tied do^nf 
to th^ glebe of its native fjoI4, ^:fees nothi|i^ 
beautiful, nothing rare, beyond P&ris> Giye, m^ 
back that ancieat PhHip, in \vhoie cfpnverfatioii 
I found fo many charms. It is^ not to him I 
writey it is to one of his enemies jj ^ he tpxL^ 
not be offended if he finds in this letter remon- 
ftrances too ftrong for^the foftnef^ and luj^urj; 
of our age, > r 

• But I will retttrntojovif exile., t yviijti {ytycf 
faw him in his prefent bril^ant fituatipn, fiixi 
rounded by a concourfe of ^peoptf^^^and even: 
|»?inces appending and calling him th^^ reflorei: 
of peace. This is the ftate qf your baniihe4 
man. I know you love him; with all^ you^ 
heart: ^eafe then to laiaiiCTit his fate ;- rathe?^ 
lament yoiif own as exiled and unhappy,^ tha| 



ym' canhot 'hdx&ld. <hi^ gloi^.' Jtfe i| i^ the 
ftsuririof bii.age^ his body ftrbfl^, hk mihA 
eager after knowledge. It ^fe * experience/ ^t 
artifts kn{)w, that form's gjpe^t'ro^^: ' IWk^t 
canthofe learn who never go beyond their' jja- 
tennai 't€tati7 Homer, defiriiig to' gh^' 'fiie 
6!!recltS :aniodeI 49{rwi{dom, pfeYdiiits ikkanA wkH 
sr nn^ii'^kaiiaKl tiidted feveral' cities imd--flu-^ 
&ed marfjT' natiojas;' wd Virgil ' irbitsited Hi^ 
inti^e! J£neijd: a£d-niui¥ imt cmir inafteif thtik 
4eKght itt'tthe lofty md^iAtain's vMdkrirt^'i^ 
barriers of Italy } tbc magniiicienrx^tiii^s lit cbth^ 
teitis^ and the bealiti&t riviers that maJHx ' it? 
Our pndate td-day affifted in renjoyrng/ tb^- 
body oC v3t. Ant^oriy ; . I adniiri^d the 4^giii%yj 
»»d grftO* with whifcb he p^rfonneaA^Iofflfod: 
ti^-!floFr^5t. fe^. cointinues his route, a»d* aftet 
^itoffrng the king j3f rivers, yriU iee^Bakcritoa/tho 
nioft a^ieg^t city in Italy, and proceed tfiJ the 
9apitfil,Qf tfiie world. M f<jr JPM, ,j?ijr.il*^r» 
Philip, when you go from St. Gerj^f^^ !^.'tbft 
papuBJtaiKf ^ tp > St. *Geftiy|^vfe in tha yl^Jey, jiou 
thiak-jfou have: been tjnjpiigh ^]&i^ :^e.Vv?cdd r 
^Wy 'ro yo^r ;mftliijk€r,of tlkioki^^if ^^^ 
pinei^ cafi icoi^ft v^it^ e^wr : but itt y^r.lptri 
tpr y^u 4id^a)tiqHo^yo^ow3RJ^gmdmt,^ 
tftejjtjdjgpj^ ©t: !tl^>v¥%a{r, whim js ,^lwa^ 
toe«Ri «» :i^Qrip4, r A^u I tekc cairc. at y dot-: 
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^ Petrarch went froto Pjtdiua to Vercma to ice 

i^/- !?■ * ,\ . >'. ^'*V^ >■" '• ' T' ^ .^'^/^^^nrfbi- 
his fop and his friends, ftom whence he wrote 

to Socrates, and tefb^gfet him to come to mm 

in Italy, and fet^e there, in any part m it |ft(^ 

jQiould make choice of;, ttit he coutd not per*. 

jfuadehimto leave Avignon; Tl^e few frici^s^ 

)hii^ had left were feparated from Inim fey iKceuitjr.. 

•Barbatus wfs eflabliihed at Sulmone w^th ^ni9> 

wife, and could not leave her. Lelius rod &t-^ 

timo were both fettled at liproc and Ayignpn.- 

He had lately cultivated a fnendlhip wi±h twc^ 

yiorentin«s, Francis Rittnuci ^nd John Efoe- 

€ace^ of.whom we mail fopn have Occauon to 

M^S^^r^ w.ere bo^h fo attoched to t^^^ 



gaffed. . ^^" 

Petrardh, who was not a^t6uft:Ii?ri '^k^Sm" 
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tipH, «id WBtered him lonvetimes on nis en- 
thufiafm.tDr his comitry. When they came 
mto^he -f erntory of Verqna, near the lake of 
Crorda, ftrujck with theT)eauty of trie tpot, tney 
ended a nttle hill, and Itopped to view the 
= era efts ai^ J:h« Alps^^^<^v^f€a 

■wmi Inow, theugh'in the month of Junef j tfie 

mg^ot the ftae as the lea ; on every lide hot 
nills and fertile vallie^, / It mult be owned, 
fei^thp add'reflting hiinfelf to P^trarcS, 

^ tjial ypur country^ is finer an^n^e/^BSai 
V^ r^W'^^fe worrfs ^ilii face 'W' W^^ 
brightened with joy ! ^ But you'tfiii^ aMfe 
alio, agaeq the cardinal, to moderate perhaps 
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JiaS hiiki prodigil fe tfi. • The cafdiiial fmilad, 
•^*id eontiiiued hi^ ibuie. Petrarch took leave 
of him here, and returned to Parma. At!Ma»(- 
-toa, tdiich be pafled tfaioagk/ixe ^rott amo- 
itherlfcttcrto his di^r Socrtites, to recomihcn^ 
tt«^ KiiA a y6ung abbe whom he became .b®- 
-<};aaivuted with iafoong the alttettdaats of the -carf 
•dinal de Botdogne. He.' doicn^ea him hq n 
yxmngmiXi of rare nxerlt, >v^c^e.fiji€pdftiip >vap 
'jat fcreafure he wiflied him t9 partake of. . 

!^ Joys of this kind/ iays he^ * ought to bp 
Mcommon between ^friends. Go and foe hinv 
:y0U.wiir ihftantly foel if is that Socrates /O^ 
whQm I hftve often fpoke to you. You will be 
chattried with the focicty of fuch a man, whodtp 
j6^\|al I have raxejy. found/ L fed what may 
be tUe cdnlequencc of uniting two perfoto^ 
.yrbo^ia tra^ihg onfe another's virtues will eafify 
ioft; fight qf mijnc : but I fliall confole m3rifelf 
in.th^ pQrfu4|ificmi that wljat I lofe in mejit J 
r&p.ll: gfeft in friandilMpi' ; * ; 

J After feyiQg finifhed'this letter/ Petrardj 
icttnrtiftom Mantua in tjie cve^ning to flcep 
^t/Jjttz^ara, five Tea^ics from the Po. The 
jGiMaiaguas were lotds of this city ; they had 
fent a courier to Mantua, to defire he would 
hoHotir them at flipper. It was witii difficulty 
{k g(?t t^rc? The fouth Vitijd whfch -Wbw 



tiad melted the fnows ; the Po haA ov6rflow«d 
the country round, and fiUcd the roads with t 
iqutggy mud, in which the horfes funk at everf 
itep. 

He got there late. They gave him a mag* 
feificent reception; rare'meatj, foreign wines, 
delicate cheer, welcome countenances, and 
much gaiety* A little matter will ipoil a fine 
'feaft, and lofe the fruits of a great expence. 
"The fupper was fervcd in a damp hall, which 
-flies and all forts of infc<fts had taken pofleffioh 
of; and, to complete the diftrefs, an army of 
-ftogs^ who had been attra<fted by-flie good odour 
of the meats, came forth and dunned the com- 
pany with their importunate croakings : they 
xx)uld not fit in the room, and were obliged to 
leave the table before fupper was ended. P6- 
♦mrch retired to hi^ chamber at midnight, very 
much fatigued : but a cchirier paffing to Rom^, 
tie w^rote a letter to Lelius, in which was this 
•account of th<5 fupper. The ne^t day he went 
to Parma. He waited till the great heats were 
over, to go to the jubilee held this year at 
Rome. He wrote to his friend William dfc 
paftrcngo, to tal^e this journey with hini. This 
friend wiihcd for nothing fo much as the fo^ 
cjiety of Petrarch on. this occafiqn ; but he was 
«fit»bUihed at Verona, ^nd be had a^wife and 
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a^' ©Id atibe ik i«ij>e^afcte^'<;haraift«t' -atfdPtiqgii 

through Tufcany, and flopped; ttfti^kroflocu 
Whbe i{»p9eiri4>ii»iiQ^ltateiii>thtt ^miatd ssio^cr 
tr«rdh,<.t04)fefeoli# his »ati*eJ4ity,> \jKhidiAh(diha«d 
l^#^!^eitiig thot'he. hacbi-etawedjsjfdlyli omi^ 
fiff^dt'-^kle^ ofi it'! .ITliid^ /had not/^ ;|Qtt/(i;^k»eil 
fi$ffiff*^lr-efta*eyi fox thfe Guclpfcjpariy fiiiij^ 
VtiWidA fchtreoi.: i Ha .jfouncLiJlbyteHclbUqsto»t 
.^khdiSf^^ho, -thongh; siot.iiiif longr(blifilin^K)ha!) 
made great progrefs in. his .hf suj^ -Afeft^^iSj^ 
:fe)«4'^ny voids from. dcad%]«[i[«a)^ ^i(iv6^^ 
fttifiU/ttf/ ' i> ' •' ii il .iiijai/io siol mid 
-^'7h«^ih^it)f thf^fc wasr/2bikobi^6tcli)^xtl8M9i 

^t|iii5arl^ll'h}$ U^vvadap^j^ocersni.iZteBStutsito^ 
tiri^dP fthd fuf^edfJhiraf flsf cOlalSipiibfeffidi^ 
teis*' tieVits'^ fti*^^S[»(jijt«cr-ah§^pt3tetiy <4lfK)j^ 
feifft' With t^e^lifiicft dcftitigrfiifti€d;%«rfohi' fo* 

;t^'|»rkrw:fei^tiM%fe8x|)fc»-Q50dxb€>^eriwFIoi. 
|gh^e^/-his-^»i^f^Lbii l^ti[<t^i-ig^(«^a^ 
«f^«;b^ i!^tl%b>bi«yt;x^d]^i«Bsid9rhai}ienihi<accd fab^ 
:^(;l^i^^AI flfit^^^^ wksSfiril-<iiiotary?,T jird04 



anatj&fiiptai^ctf the jbiHuipii f«d{^6E?rvv^^JM*> 

idM(<^r«h d£ the,Hftiy Ap#l«P."»^«i^ li^ikjft 
%jfr€bly th^'Collqgjatif. icliWi^Ji- It ^BBf a^jj^hftj. 

il(unc of Sinaoriide:^. . . i • .ifi? 

. yjohn (k Certaldo> or John Boceace, wh&f9 
family -was of Ceftal<Jo,.a village twm%y,m^ 
4ti»!0 Flofcnpe, was born, at Paris. Hi* WffltbFIl 
^vi8 a yoxnig woma^ with vf hom hi» fatfceifiwA 
iccretly ckmtie&cd. He ftudied ,gnwnw$B 
iirider John de Strata, and th* canoa law,ua4s^ 
C«do,4oil&ftoye. The taftc which .nature,H»4 
glviii'lA* for poetry and the bcllcp kttj^ixkn 
i^ufedtfed |*oje^«f his father,. who.4(tfiga«^ 
him for a civilian. It is believed ho^'gv^n Ijt 
«««imj*d«.dG^«o£ laws;, after ■whi^h.hflier- 
$t6:f!Afi\bfitt for a tinqe into >tbc! ^hwfih«.>l i^S 
^irthewifiarfiMiim on fomQ.bufinels ito Wftpl^ 
.Vihaei«fcifiS-Ro^r<^ V^^ fesip..difq9A'ere^,jHj 
4}d{>nt», ^osclX^d.hiin.M$lj .l^in4f«rfs, ,ftrj4 ^07^94 
tbi dHijwMfebw^.hifl^. ThAt ;|)?in?^-.h^^,# 
daughter, the fjuit pC.tfoe.oiily.Yfe^ki^/Qfs^^^ 

idll In IrairfJiwith. hcrjiUncll has.<;elebJ*f^ to» 
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lieard Petrarch ipokcn of in fbch a manner, 
that it infpired him. with a great defire to fee 
film : he took the firft occafion to forpi this 
union, and it iafted till death. They had each 
ihc fame taftcs and the fame avcrfions, the 
ifame ardent defire of knowkdgc, franknefe» 
truth o{ mind, and tendemefs of heart ; thei^ 
Was a fimikrity alfo in their love. We have 
fcen that Petrarch became enchanted with 
Laura in the church of St. Clare, in the holy 
week* Boccace alfo faw and loved Mary for 
the firft time in the churchof the Cordeliei&at 
Naples. On Eafter-day thei^ friends conible<t 
Petrarch for his paft lof?es. 

About the middle of 0<^ober 1350, Pbtraych 
left Florence, and fet out for Rome. He give* 
this account of his journey in a lettcflr to Bog« 
cace. ^ The 15th of 0<ftober we fet out from 
fioifena, a fmall town in Etruria. Taken u^ 
with the thoughts of feeing 'R6me cmce morci 
I reflefted upon the change that is made in our 
thoughts in a courfe of years. TTiis, faid I to 
myfclf, is my fifth journey to Rome; it was» 
fourteen years ago I faw it for the firft time, 
drawn by curiofity to behold its wonders, 
^ome years ifter, a premature deftre of the 
laurel brought me there a fecond time. The 
l^hird and fourth Journey was to tender fernco 
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«ft<f*Aew affeiSion to my friends. This alight 
tt>^ be the hiapp^ft of -aiiy fincc its only objccft is 
iiiy^frtiaa' Ovation. While I was full of 
1 thefe thoughts, the hotk of the old abbe, 
/ tl4^idhr wa^ on rny left fide> going to kick at 
mine, 'ftifuck ^ficg j«ft under the knee ; the 
ih-eke wag {o violent that it founded like bones 
Ihiapping aiSmder, and drew all our party round 
nic' li felt extreme pain; but riot daring to 
ftdp in fo folitary a place, I made a virtue of 
ncccffity, got fete to Viterbe, and was dragged 
to Bocsie by the aid of my friends. As fooh as 
I giDt there I fent for the phyficians, who hav* 
ing examined my wound, found the bone laid 
open,* and the iron of the horfc's llxoe had left 
ft mark on it. * The fmell of this negleded 
woiaid was fo ftrong that I could fcarcely bear 
k, thoogh our familiarity, w^ith, and affedlioa 
for cmtfclves, renders many things fupportable 
we could not hear in others. How vile and 
fii^A is miin» faid I^ if he does not compenfatc 
for. the wejakaefs of his body by the .ftrength 
b£ ha$ mmd I- The days I was obliged to pafs 
wfaoMy^iri b^ appeared Jongcr here than elfe-J 
yrbJtwL > ' Lccmfider this^eccident as a juA pu-* 
oafcmeritfroBaiKiayen, who, after having fixed 
toyt unfteadjr foul, ' t;hought it proper thus to 
a^iiflL myi wjvortby body.. ;My.coafeffor Ixad 



4| r^£"i^¥'%r bo.« 

4^&M'r^^w^i^ mil ^h^i Wm^A 

ihall be your confolatlon:'''^'^^^ •^'''^^^^ ^"^"'^^ 
-'^miattd^ Ms he was ik thk^^^^-i^- 
&ti?)'ti'^Yoi' WirMcred-balh'^n wHl#m M 
-W ti^ 'lie 'diknfed from all Its fHainsl' 'HVfe 



oi this^fm^ WerYtie fpcalts a|io^^ ; 

*^ i/ne iovereign pontiff, m virmc oi the autnoT 




tne lame itate they were m attpi: oaptum ; ana 

ao £ L v/ t; f 1 V^ J 'J i > d ;/ ^ i . r i f p / j»}I ) o^iOi o I • ^ t n 3: 
ne^otdera tne angels to introduce, them imme- 

diatclj to parmife, without ^obliging mem on 

tneir way thither to pals through purgafory. 

%^nkTf^'imin6il'i>r all' f!nf ' J'af 'TOiM 

rac<l"bejfbre f It was not how^ver't6l[>e fcjutta^k 
'ifi^'WA?refitfea^^,1>ut''an or.i'b^^ 
«ei*^;'4ucmoneiJat>6Uf 1^' Taia'l^^ 
^Kat in the year T560 his father,' who was'a 




■fit^'iimMHii^jiimt, bfteaitf<^i# 



honour of their family^^odT/ulno) nnu ■' I! .rO 
BM P(!94!§ffiVl?5,.f^.?y.r"r^ .I:e4?ne4, ;ne^r,,5 

flWDneback or on foot. Thei'e wa^ no appear- 

icdrthc 
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tiaries at Rome who urKferft{x)d all tfife 'Iq^irf 
guages. The kings cjf Caftilei AfJSgpp, Por- 
tugal, and Cyprus, would "foin have obt^incii 
indulgence without goia^ to Rome They; 
wrote to the pc^ to beg he would di^caile 
with this journey, but the cardinals oppodng/ 
he wrote this anfwer to thefe princes. * My- 
brethren, the cardinak^ conildering'that thi^ 
mdulgence is granted not. only for the felvatiwif 
of ibiiU, but for the honour of the i^ints, woul4 
oot confent that any-ihould be difpcnfed froi» 
this viiitation to their ehwches/ The royaaber 
of thirty .days was fiked fer^he Romans, fifteef^ 
for the Italians^ and ten for other ftr^gers^ 
Clement, whole giaodnefs andcpurt^ Wa^ 
difpkyed on all occafious, extended his i^clcdH 
gence to thotfe perfons who had beei^ preveaett-* 
cd from, or-ftoppcd on^ their journey, on tbb 
condition, that they flaould give to the church 
the money they would hav$ e;q)e»ded in' itr 
* The inhabitants- of 'Ronae,* fays Vill^ni^ * w^ere 
exorbitant in their in>|)olition& upoa th^fe 
{bangers, and ulbd fuch frauds adfi4 monapplic^j 
that, joined to the. fatigue and heat; caufed ^ 
great mortality.' And Meyer, . another JwftoriaQ 
of that age,^ affures us tiiat,' of all- thefe pil- 
grims, the tenth part never returned to thojf 
habitations^ - - , 
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: As fqoh as Petrarch could get ov^t he vifitcd 
a4I the qhurches with extreme, ard<fur to gsuiji. 
th9jj;ul>Uee. Me fpeak3 9/ tl|Lp good cffc^Sb it 
had iupon: his foul ; / I went with. fervour/ iay$ 
he, ^ determified. to put an end to that finful 
life which; has often coveired m^ w;ith fliap>9^ 
a^ fl I hope nothing can make me chaijg^;^ ths. 
%m refq^uUons t have taken/ . ^ 

The? reft of his time was much of it ipent ia 

t^ probability: wkh his frie&d Leliu$. Aftcc 

paving gaixved the j<ubike» he returned Imme-r 

4iat€ly to Padua. He took his route througl^ 

T)i&any, andfto^ped at Are^zo^ dcilrous to (kq 

the town in which he was born. Aretia iaj^t 

^l&at hh tpwnimen^ charmed with the fight of 

9« jnan who was fuch an honour to thcni, went 

coit to meet him, and paid him the lame re* 

ipe6l andobeiiatice they would have done to ^ 

king : this was in December 1350- He ha4 

the good fortune to find in this town the Infli- 

l;utions ef Quintihan, which till then he could 

TOver meet with. TJbe manuicript was« muti-; 

lated, and in a bad condition : but it was an 

interefiing difcovery to him. He wrote fon^ 

lines to Quintilian to exprefs his joy : in which 

he tcJk him plainly, that he ;svas fitter to fGrn\ 

grqM^ orators, than to be^ an orator himfelfi 

Some dsys after this, Petrarch going, out of 




ilM: tHffitf;. tic «c^fte» ^s %» m peri&ti *mk^ 
tttdr-wnttntt to knoir wfaeAer Atczeo mmI^ 

redly the {^lace of his btrdi ; and adds, * ^IwjiMW 
ha»i&rmi m«re ic%^ to r^bmgw linii Ittk 
fence to * citiicn.* >» .*r 

<Pieftnuxih ftc^ped at fio0ence*lb 
^nA 'ills ^icAds ; afid 'iKnent '^msi 
Nib«, wbere he h«d deed hMtt^denib. 
w*i gfcftt conAetnattion, «ild an 'immopM iipi-' 
ttfiMition m this c^% 'whicb-hadidft l%a iHft 
of dl mafters. ' Jaii»^ de CoiR-Jflr haidln trft 
hamft « relation edkd WiDamr, whoil -4lii^ 
ttMCed with kirt^t^s, iiid tidftifBHd W-iliS 
ukict thMtgh he ^^^iyttii«n»tih^ 4/t^sai'lkihm: 
thtbitft of .decitaabcr, tife*r h^qikt^ fttmi 
^ii»Ierd was fhMd iithiiB f^ilfw^ 
wiidi.fais incnds> &f«ftnt6>.«nd gauis^, 
phmged ^ dagg«t hilo ^ Wt^ witH^ «Mci^ ^ 
cekanfyy t^t no one had Utae to w: 
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'thiS'C]t(<bAriiEMi fh«^AI&WM^ 
kig letter to Boccace : • "^ , « m» . . • *> 

: 4taTat kf' loilg haisit 16 lbptf«^1ili 

'■ie'&taitawd-mMtf^, ank totkn 
a fcU^Jji pi 111 f I till III 4lid«utie>l7 kif tiictoMif < 
ei|#ii4 {li^r tbc 46atb df ths^f^ fnendlMilio1iad> 
fiiHi^riii V mtiOfimiiMukd me. ' Bji'ier fAdite/*: 

piJMMl iffini ilTwinltlnr ^ooAittfrtekd^ktl&ti^gnAfi 

)(Mg JbMrrialilHbve ^ ItfR^fs/^ 

ofnlKBilMlll, «i^ was ^e father, iMiktytftiltL* 
lord, of his people. 1 had given myfelf to 
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him. While. lAivp, I |haU v^yft^C^, t^ ;;cwjerp* 
bfance of James dc Corra^c-, an^ Ihall ia^W9y* 
fpeak of hiru with pleafurc- I. woulc^ cel^rattf 
him to you, and to pofterity ) but. he is much) 
sibove my praife.* 

. The death of Jaaies de Corrafc rendere4 
Padua difagreeable to Petrarch. The delightp 
ful fituation of Vauclufc prefented itfelf, and 
he wifhed once more to behold it. But he? 
Continued the winter at Padua. He fpent 4 
great deal of his time with Ildebratndin Comtii^ 
tifliop of that city ; a man of high rank and 
great merit. One day, as he wa:s iupping at 
his palace, two Carthufian monks came there^ 
^md were well received by Ildebrandip, whcr 
loved their order. He aiked them whp:t 
brought them to Padua. ' We are going,' they 
feid, ' to Trevife, by the Order of our gcncr^I^ 
to eftablilh a monaftery ; the fcifhop of th^t 
city, and fome of its pious inhabitants, defiring 
to have one of our order/ Ildebrandin, after 
feveral more queftions^ turned the converlatioiv 
iafenfibly upon father Gerard, brother to Pe- 
trarch, and aiked them if he appeared con-» 
tented with his lot. The two monks, wha 
did not know Petrarch, related wonders of hi$^ 
brother. 

* The plague,^ faid they, ' having got iato^ 
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tHt ttaonafl!<iry df Montrieti, the ptiof , a man of 
exeftTtflaijr piety; but'leized with terror, tcld'his 
niohks that flight was the' only part they had 
to tike. Gerard anfwered with courage, *' Go 
where you pleafe ; as to myfelf, I will remain 
in the iituation in which Heaven has fixed me.'.' 
The prior redoubled his inftances ; and to 
alarm him laid, ^* When you are dead, thefd 
will be no perfon to bury you.'* *' That is thd 
laft of my cares/' lai^ Gerard, *' and the affair 
of my furvivors rather than mine.'' The priof 
fled t6 his own country, where death followed 
And ftrudk hirii. Gerard remained in his con* 
ventl where the plague refpeded and left hini 
only, after haVing deftroyed in a few days 
thirty-four of his brethren who continued witH 
him'. Gerard paid them every fervice, received 
tUdif' laft fighs, wafiied their bodies, and buried 
them 'wh6n death had taken thofe deftined to 
this" office. With only a dog left for his com- 
^aiiibh, he' watched at night to guard the 
houfe, and took his repofe in the day. The 
thieves, with which this country is infefted, 
came ieveral times to pillage this monaftcry, 
biit he found Ibme means to get rid of them. 
When the Summer was pafled, hefentto a neigh- 
bouring monaftery of the Carthufians, to beg 
they wouid give him a monk to take care of 

E Z 
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nor nionaftety of the €fSrtHim&iisi 'mttt'tk 
ip^as received witfe'fingular diftilcaion {>fi\^i^^ 
ibtce priors, and dbfeincd * tDff tiichi a^^^iAi 
favour. They permitted hiro'tb choofe ipricii^ 
and mcmfes t:o rcnev^r hi» houfe froAi ^ ihir^TO- 
^rent convents of th^ ord<5h J and hf tHtiiifflSti 
triumphant, which hi Iticritdd b^ ^^ ^rfej 
fidelity, and prudence/- ' ^ ^ • --' ''^^^^* 

While the CarthufiansVefe rt^^^^^ 
wonders of father Gerard, ihe jfi^elate ei^ffts 
eyes, filled with teatfe bfpf;{ioiht!im4't^±iim 
on Petrarch. ''I kndw n6t!,'^fays?€h6^^eKa'j 
^'whether my eyes appeared fbr^^^ift/^ak 
^as tenderly moved/ The Caftht*fikife^d*ilSft 
difcovered him to be the btotlidr if iPtti^Q^i 
find witib a holy eifiifion embrtciecPfefm^^^^iil^, 
^Ah ! how happy* are you in 'liicih'felii-c^ef.^ 
Petrarch could only anfwerwid'i^ ^is4ed!fe'V^ lie 
Vas touched with this fcene beyof^aTcbcpftfli^n^ 
as he owns in a tetter to hisTb^Sthey, froiix 
,\vhence this accouftt is'tak%n. ^ "^ ' '"' '^• 

About this time he made d review of alf tils 
liianufcripts. Reflefting on the uncertainty of 
life, and recalling thcioffes he had fuftalned irt 
ti ihort time, he thought it neceflary to afrang6 
his ^airs; like thole who, on the evening 
that precedes a long jburnty, collet together 



9^iifl; !f^^)d Wen,h^ ^jfcpvered How maajt 
^I^^Sff^^rM ^gW -^Pd, left . iiinfiniaied,»hi? 
c)^l^^^d^i|C^un^^ a great folly, iq 

i^^o^^fP li^,iap4 ]W ^hrew.^to tl^fi fjre di^-^ 
redly a thoufand cpiftles and poems .09 all lul^^ii 
J5^ /^ I , c^rged Vulcan/ %s, he, j* witly^he 
tfi?^^? 9C <;9fon?t<fti»g tii^W; but ^all I own 
Slffi'^^fk^^ ,^r . it was not without fighs/ But 
y^l^HF^HJg t;b*t his dear Socrates had begged 
©gj^^^s^ofe worlds, and Barbatus his pqqtry; 
^|f^G4riJ^iJ"cft# To this we owe the eight 
ljpf^;|jjof>.hi$,j^i^iliar fubjeifts dcdieat^ed to 
%?fi^^?rn9ff4o^?^ *^^^^ books of his Lati^ 
Vif5^^4^%^^ tp Barbajtus, printed in the 
^^tio^:^ (ff^l^a^c in 1581, the njoft cornplojt^ 
t^^oi^qtherc is x)f his works. Thofe he dct 
flrMed containe^probably a thoufand intereftT 
ing anecdotes of his life. Petrarch wri^s t^T^ 
%o Sk>cratqf on^his Aibjeft i 

' 1 wiU ^c>t fayjiomy readers as did Aptilehis, 
r^ad^my^;^ork§, ^hey^ will pieafe you : but you, 
ipy dear Soc^|e^ pjvi^l rp;ad them with ardpu^ 
and perhapf \y^di j^eaf^fe^. becaufe jovl. ]()j^ 
fW5i.^^.I^!*»pf.^7l«/%^l^ finpufe you, it wjH^? 
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owing to your friendlhip, and not fo my wit. 
A woman need not attend the toilette whofe 
lover is to be judge of her beauty. You know 
I am not eloquent, nor does the epiftolary ftylc 
admit of it. The letters of Cicero are fimple, 
plain, and eaiy : he referved for his pleadings 
the thunders of his eloquence. If you will 
give me a m^rk of your fricndftiip, keep thefc 
trifles to yourfclf; the w^orlcj will not view 
them with your candour ; even you muft con* 
fidcr ihy fituation. My hfe is that of a wan- 
derer up and down in the midft of perils, fixed 
to no certain ipot. This manner of life pro- 
cured me a great number of acquaintance, of 
real friends perhaps but a few ; but of this we 
cannot eafily judge. This obliged me to write 
to people of all coitntries, and of every age and 
iituation," whofe charaders and manners of 
thinking were quite oppoiitc. You will there- 
fore find feeming contradictions in thefc let- 
ters ; for the attention of a writer ought to b^ 
fixed on the perfon to whom be write?, on his 
chara<3:er and manner of thinking, and how he 
Is likely to be aiFefted with the fubjedl befbr? 

" Jiim. We muft not write in the lame manner 
to a brave man and a coward ; to a young man 
;without experiertce, and to a man of advanced 

' years who has pafled through the difHc\ilties qf 



life ; to a happy man pu^d up with profpcrity, 
and to a wretched oijc deprcflcd by adverfity; 
to a man of lettera^ and to a fool. There is an 
b^fuute variety among men, and their mind$ 
Ikave as littJe refemUance as their faces. And 
were we to write only to oac per£bn, we muft 
even then fometimes change our ft) Ic and 
manner : a monotony in language will tire at 
length, as well as an uniformity in our food. 

* I have fuppreffcd in thefe letter;5 thoff 
fSkinute details which feldom ii^terefl: thqfe wh« 
W£ce not ^OQcerned in them. But I am not 
^together of the opinion of Seneca, who re- 
proaches Cicero for fuch details, and who {luffs 
his own letters with morals and philofophy. 
I have rather followed the latter, . and have 
mixed iimple ijarrationswith moral refleAion*, 
in the manner of Cicerq^ Give thefe trifles fi 
x:omer in your cabinet, where they may be 
iheltered from thofe dating critics who, with-^ 
out producing any thing of their own, detef- 
jnine with afluraace on the wOT^s <^f Qtj^cj?. 

^ I have iketehed out ^ pidure of payfelf, 
which I deftine for you^ It (hall be drawn 
with care : it will not be, a§ Cicero fays, the 
.Minerva of Phidias ; but when I have finifhed 
it, it fliall not fear the critic. In this review 
ypu will bg ftrucH with my weaknefs and 
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p^aminate complamts: r^dlt .-mjJblikjr.iJ tear)* 
K^^a^j/Q yqii/th» an4.a cbU4 iiiMiiistufa^^orrl 
c<^mplained^ot I however^ liiKlc€xx3cfo,>of:6iQlH 
^cJiDcfi, a fum lQib^>a;payniiriit.defeh)^pdr>flii 
U9^(l -dccifion :• 'but '■ nvhcn » J itpffl tmy ^^ricii* 
#;^3once, and! the wmld^toasfto nab.asftiB 
h^latQd, therer visould* hair^ been. Bsdre.iin^dn^ 
fibility than ftrength of mind in being unmoncd 
byftfucb afBic^ions. JVt pre&ort fl rlitpeiience 
fi\p ^h^^gc that/ Seneca^ telk hIs blvfaya^be&ib 
the ignorant. Defpair has givenrtforoduragt 
fO^A tranquiUirty. Henceforth ^you ihaUrrbe&oid 
jxje ,a<St, .fp€ak, and write,, with moifc vigtsMi 
£iyen<a falling world, might cruib^, but it woui^i 
fiot intimidate me. i ; ^ %-!j' r 

h, ^f I began this letter* with, the day, and wkii 
the day ]t will endt it. I ha^e prolongctd my 
conveffatloft with you, beoaufe it is cfclightfal 
to me thus to >enjoy your prcfende,^'nDtwith>- 
i^nding^ the ieas and. the mountains' thai liepa*- 
rate' nsr^^ Could I procure a^tranqQihand*&CGd 
fiftabliifament, I would unAotthhe' f6tnt ci&&r 
fiderable work, that I might ><Sonfccrattedt' to 
yeu. I would fain immortalifbi your? name"; 
but yt^ ftand in no need of my pmife/ Adiei* ! 
Youl are^ my Idomcneus, my- Atticus, tt^! ^ hv^ 
qi^lmV ' . - ' / , 'C> Kt 



thfir arioient tenkptb of €!on€Oili. Sbrfltf^ ^fk> 
mememplojndd thnc^^pundi^a ftone on wiiidk 
*tet to ^tirfcrijitibn to 'the memory df LiS^. 
Fctararck, whoidolifed this hiflorian, td(^)^ 
inb^r jbisibead ta^riddrefs a* kttcff to hiiQ 'ii ^dt^ 
IcMroai^"^ . • - •■ • •ii.'" c 

li' I i?vifh 1 hatl lived in yotfr age, or tAthtr 
tikat-youihad been born in mine.' I flidtrid 
fewB/boe»ianflOHg tbofe who Went to fttk f6ii 
btoRomlev c^ 4fvtwm the Indies, bad'you d^^dlt 
ttel%;' ie»n hdw €>i^?y behold 'y-bu Jn'yclff 
bb6k^ ;3 alid^ iA them ^but in part, from thfe hv? 
dolence of our age, who have never ttik^n Any 
pains ta Golle6l yout works. I cannot^rifle<5t 
cm this • jwifehout fetling indignation at nly 
Gimiltrymea,"who feek after nothing but gold, 
filtfer, and the pleaflires of fenfe. 

-rfA mk imdep'greftt dbligations to you, b^*- 
catt&iyouiibfing'^me iobo ib itiuch good com** 
pwy. ^pWhortJifcibd your works, I thirilb'Pdite 
with BrutHs^oRegnlus, Scipio, the Fabri?5ii,thfe 
Camilli; ^and not with the bdnditti amokg 
whdm my unfortunatie ftars^hUve placfed tk4.. 
Sofctfe-^on my *{4art; among^the ancfiifhts," Pdly-r 
bius, Quiritus, Claudius, Valerius, and Antids, 
^Jwjfc^giory \v^ ciloudcd by yours ; ^kttldAg^h? 
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modems^ Pliny the ycmnger, your neigbour, and 
Crifpus Salluft, your rival ; and inform them 
they have not been more fortunate thao yon 
with refpedl to the prcfcrvation of their works* 
. ' I write this in the city where you wera 
born and interred. In the veftibulc of St^ JuP: 
tine the virgin, and on the done of your mo^ 
nument.* 

Padua was near Venice, and Petrarch went 
often to that city, which he called the wondef 
of all cities. He became acquainted with An-^ 
drew Dondolo, who was made doge in i343» 
though he was but thirty-fix years of age^ 
which was ^n extraordinary thing. But he was 
a young man of great merit, aqd joined the ta- 
lents neccflary for governing with an agreeabla 
figure and very enchanting manners. We have 
feen that he was in the good graces of the 
beautiful emprefs of Milai^, His mind was; 
cultivated and poetical : he had read the works 
of our poet, and was charmed with his ac» 
quaintance, to obtain which he had rnade con- 
fiderable advances, which Petrarch anfwered 
with the highpfl fcRtinqfeqtsf of efteem and adt 
piiration. 

. The commerce of the Venetians increafed 
under the government of Dondolo ; they be- 
gan at that time to tr^d? to Egypt and Syri^ 
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from whence they brought filk, pearls, aroma- 
tic fpices, and other commodities of the eail:. 
This excited the envy of the Genoefe, and a 
rupture enfued. Petrarch in a letter to the 
doge of Genoa fays, * I &m troubled at the 
fituation of your republic. I know the diffe- 
rence there is between the tumult of arms and 
the tranquillity of Parnaflus, and that the lyre 
of Apollo ill accords withthc trumpet of Mars. 
Hannibal himfelf faid, that a certain peace was 
to be preferred to an expefted vidory. What 
diilrefles me the moll is, that it is Italians you 
oppofe. Woyld it not be better to wage war 
againft Damas, Suia, or Memphis ? Muft the 
deftruiftiori of the Theban brothers be renewed 
jn Italy ? 

' With grief I leam your league with the 
king of Arragon ; and will you feek tHe laid of 
a barbarian to deftroy your own countrymen ? 
Your enemies, you fay, have fet the example ; 
they are then equally culpable. Venice calls 
to her fiiccour the tyrants of the weft ; Genoa 
thoie of the eaft ! Wretches as we are ! we 
buy venal fouls 'to deftroy our own children ! 
Nature gave us for barriers the Alps and the 
twofeas; avarice, envy, and pride, have open- 
ed thefe barriers to the Cimbres, the Huns, the 
Tcvitonsi the Gauls, and the Spaniards. How 







citizens of this ^^?,t;c^e4, (?9^flt^y,4p ^-^k^Jlf^ 

latter could have deftroyed the fofp^^;. Jji^^ 
^; heaven fprbid," %,^ey, , *<, th^^Gj^lpiald 
jf^X out oneof the eyes^o^ Gi«e<fp/p ^^e^^n^ 
fwer, worthy ;of Sparta ! In t,\\^jifiidil of trhei^ 
agitations I cannot remain^ilen^^^^^b^ fpipg 
iirc dragging alpng great tree? to.cooflru^^i^r 
fels of war, and others are Ih^rpeiypg t)^gi| 
ivy?J^^s and their dgirtSx' J rflipuld think in^4¥ 
i^ulpable if I d^d not take.iflp my pjCn^, .wh^pl^iis 
my only weapoR. I anit cooffcious w^th.wh^t 
cirqunitfp<<ftlon wc ought to fpeak to ou^ fupe^^ 
riors ; Wt the love of ona s 4poujatry is f hf^ 
^11 : ,thi§ will plead ray cawie, Aud perjfHa4?^ 
you to pardon my prefumption. I will pi^);^ 
trate rayfelf before the ,dhiefs of both nati^s, 
And tttus b^feeqh t;hQm ;rT-tbtow »do\v^ jp^^r 
j^His, * give eacji other the kifsofpeac^^ ^W^p 
your heart;s^ ^nej your.coloujfs^J ^ Then will the 
j^ontus, the Euxine, and the ocean, be opened 
to you, and yout mips will ^rr^ye ip lafefcy^at 
/rkproban^ the r ortunat<? I^ands, the un- 
sown Tliule, {in4 ^t the PoleSjI Ivipgs^^^ 







p6fe ^'iJe^^ac^rii^nA^biti^^^^^ 
>''K^6^^ T^6nSLi^{ti liisanfWef fpe'ali§^tiia§ 

^^etr^^mi' ^^ : ^'"^ ' ^^ ^•';J 

^^*^T»heGete)fefe ^r^^hbt ouf Wothers; tttey 
haVe*teeii guilty' -6^ a thoufand wrongs' to iK8 
r^Blie 'ol"Veiilce; they are dorneftrc ene-^ 
mti\ Mi^fOTft thfejr dannot bef ^hey^Hafe 
aiblifed^enil:^ pdtiencd, tarnifhed the glory ^qI" 
Kafy, and debiiled the diadem of its queeii^ 
^ej^h^i^c rendered themfelvcs odious W^lie 
t^h6W^ '6niVerfd»' It iV n6t diVonillimg^^tii^ 
^nnot*'^agrecf with others, "iince they are never 
in harniony^wlth thcmfelves;^ W^'onlj^ under^ 
takt^this '>?v^4¥"t6 procure an horiburat)Ie peace 
for dur ttountry, Hvftich is dearer to us iHan oiif 

iivesi ,,.,... ^ 

The do^^e was deKghted with the eloquence 

of ]?etrarch*s Tetter, arid the depth of his un- 

,', laif 

is ! 

nov iJ 

tKr<^ 
years after t'h'e death ot Lraura, Fetrarch wrot 



dtt^tt&ntfmfi^. ^ You are very dear to us,, lau 
Ke, ' but you wiir be ftill more io if, vou wi 
often regale us with fuch hne productions ! 
The fixth of April this year, n^i, tKrde 
:ars after tne death of Laura, Petrarch wrota 
the foHBWirig lilies : 



ff^ t*HE LtFB Of BOOH 

' > Oh lore ! Who has not proved thy itiigh*- 
ty power ? Seek in the earth for my dear trea^ 
fare that is hidden there ! Seek for that pure 
and chaftfe heart which was my fole delight 1 
Tear from the hands of death what he has 
forced from me, and fix once more thy pre- 
cious enfign on her lovely face ! Rekindle that 
£ame which was my guide; that coriftant 
flame which enlightens me ftill, though it is 
cxtinguiftied itfclf. -: 

^ Never did thirfty ftag feck the cooHhg 
fountain as I feek what I have loft. Amiable 
pilgrim ! Why did you fet out before m^e ! 
The empire of death has now loft its hold bv*f 
me ; for ftie who bound me to earth is afcendr 
cd to heaven ! My chains are broken. I aM 
free and miferable !* 

In another fonnet he fays, ' How bleft Ihouid 
1 have been had I died with Laura !* But he 
would not have enjoyed one of the greateft 
pleafures he met with in the courfe of his life : 
his friend Boccace came to him on this day, 
to inform him he was recalled to his counr- 
try, and rcftored to the inheritance of his fa-* 
mily. 

The friends of Petrarch kt laft obtained his 
caufe,« and fent Boccace with a letter to him 
from the fenate, thus infcribed, ^ To the re- 



v^reQcl $ignior Francis Petrarch, canon of Pa- 
dua, crowned poet, our very dear countryman^ 
iNTior pf the arts, and Gonfalonier of Juftice to 
the people af Florence* > 

' Illuftrious branch of our Country ! Your 
tiuxxc has long founded in our ears, and touch*- 
td our hearts. The fuccefs of your ftudies> 
and that adnlirable art in which you excel, 
have decorated you with the laurel, and rcn^ 
dered you worthy to ferve as a model to pofte* 
rity. You will find in the hearts of your coun- 
trymen all thofe fcntiments of cfteem and 
friendfhip you dclerve : and, that there may 
be nothing in your country to give you pain, 
of PUT own liberality, and infpircd by that pa-» 
tcrniil teadernefs we have always had for you; 
we return to you without any exception -thfl 
{dijyds.of your anceftors, which have been re-* 
4^med with tht public treafurc; The gift i# 
^all in itfelf, and little proportioned to your 
merit ; but it will be enhanced by regard to ou< 
laws, our cuftoms, and the recoUcAion of thof^ 
who have not been able to obtain it. You 
may now inhabit when you pleafe the city iit 
which you was born. We flatter ourfelvea 
that, filled with love for your country, you 
will not go clfe where to feek the applaufe tha^ 

3 ' 



S4 Tfix Lift or B©«i: 

7©u tuBBt, miiA the traoqiiiiikylfat 3^ 

' We fc^Ml adi a i f ahte thiiigs of Virgil, -mi 
of fiMQQe tiho: authors, whoiiei ctittifaity, wMffiti 
ewfl our owii age cinfts us to jegrct. You 
-will uot find among us Clasfars or tifecKna^ ; 
ti»& arc titles uflknown to us : but you will 
find couutrymen, zealous for ycmr gtecy, ar- 
dent to publifti your praife, and extend your 
renown; extremely fcnfible of tbe honour pur 
city obtains from having produced a man wlpko 
has no parallel. Antiquity cannot boaft, ncHr 
will his equal be found in pofterity. 

* We are not ignorant how rare, how ipleii'* 
did is the name of a poet. Ennius called poets 
holy, and they are in fome fort infpired with 
a divine {pirit : for which reafon they were 
crowned, as were the Caefars and heroes wlio 
triumphed. The latter are iinmortalifed by 
their aftions, the former by their woAs. It 
is praife' worthy, fays Salluft, to do well for 
the republic^ and it is not leis fo by eloquence 
to promote its gloty. Thus hien become il- 
luftrious both in war and in peace ; and re- 
nown, as Lucan fays, fhelters both the one 
and^the other from the outrages of time. K 
the foul of Virgil, if the eloquent fpirit of Ci- 



among us, we mouIQ not venerate them tnort 

re^^o graiicjhofe ofVKora they x^ly , JiMiv. 
:hmActfe Wtio arc preifcnt with tliem ? Xfii 
excite out^dmiration,^ and we will 0ng youf 
l^fe/ w1^^ Would hot be aftoniflv^d to^nci 
f^few gi(«)d writeFS^, .and ft ill fewer poets, iii 
that crowd ol^ wits among us who apply to f<j 
i^y different^ftudies?, Cicero explains this ;, 
Itjis owiixg, fays^he,, to the greatncfs of th* 
oy<fti- and the difficulty . of fuccefs. But 
you hive arrived at it by the ftrength. of yout 
gqjli^j and great application. We have tc-^ 
falved, after mature deliberation^ to advance 
thg^ honour of our city in feftoring the fciencea 
tea the arts, perfuaded that they will ^ve to 
it, 'as they did to Rome, a fott of empire ovcf 
Ihejllftofftaly. 

•f^hat we defire, what was fo tare amoti^ 
the* ^ncients, you alone can produce. Youf 
coftntiy conjures you by all that is ijioft fki 
cr^d,^ all the rights fhe has over you, to con- 
feefafe'' to her your time> to prcfide over and di- ; 
t«<x €Klffe her ftudies, that they may excel 
th(He of others, ^onii Ihall make choice of thd 
ftuthort you will explain/^ arid ^IhalL^ft in tfid' 
mariher moft Suited to your occupations ana 

VOL. II. F 



TBE ;i,|,c^ ot toag, I 

dcijyi^iJ^ufittipf^ win gi^ ^<fffuf;gippc ffifff^ tHhf 
tbfi^.pBblic., j^ftuilh^^wJ^hfWp yoi^,^«j^,jjl;^^^j 

K^i^fc?, whom w€ hivft fQ4cwig,n|:glp4ff^.. .^0^^ 
h^ye . !WAndere4 long enpugj^ at|qut. iibe, |\^l<ij?^ 
yo]ij,,lq^w. thp .citiea, apd, 1}he> nqafliAers^^j^j ^ 
na$i'9;(^ ,lti»,time for, ypitf t^o, jl^ttJe,. ^^t, 
tufp l^.,yww cpi^itTy>..wj»ich callat you wiUjii^.. 
l(^jV<Mpp;after a long, ftlrfena? } a^ifv^inopK^j 
■whi^hjpprj^ap^po pae eyef,receivqd bi^,yoi^-5^| 
fejf",.(j^agj^te& and people,, fe?atai^4j.,^«dl» 
<l^fF;? ywr prefepc?. iTpu^ ^pufety^ go^^ 
y^i^i:. Jfcftjvered land?, wait for yq^,j(fritj^^mgu^ 

tifjwiSir ^tum tp thefli,. return .tPfU^V?*9ft,i 
«5f,,d?aj^ tP w:, you.wUl be {jtil^.^^p^r^.^fi^^)^ 
cpijpply with our wibies. W^.,^fiyp FftJ^d 
ot^i^r tilings, to, %, w,liii9l;i t^re hav?. .cjyrv^^ 
to ,Jph^ ^fia/rc« .^^.flie^qigpr .qC.fj^ef^j d^^, 
patch^i tp w^jpi ,Ke, beg you, .^T^rqu}^ &m^5^ 
f^m? credit .th8t.jrf^,would ^o tpipjfijl^^vps,;^^^,^^ 
VUlai>>.i|cIate:^,tbp^thft,plag]aq ^WiYJff g; #I)9Jh 
P^tpdi^liP ^i<ty. of ¥/fire^c?^ t,hp y^iJt^i^pi, to 
dra^V CRep ^ithei;,^,^fj4. ,j:e;^55re^.^tf go^pf^j^i 
%e, 4ei;j>prated,abouf,cftabli|^ip^^^^^ 
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n«JlP Bi^.3i^i c68fl^fife«;fe ^l^r^KIbr tk^^ 
htm fi*Ko^ Sffipferf'f^i^^fiffiai'lBr.^dfi*,'' 

ap^d^d <«ie^y^tt'gk«tcd flri^'iiAHBrift^" 

nb?ft aiiii^ftVifd ttfe tafte-fB^rtlfii^edkflo^^ 

tgfiPW^^anai; ^d ttte obli^nglettfer'thejr'' 
fed¥'1(iAy5^^<iti«nih's 'anfw«r wa^^ij fbllttws'r"^ 
•^^Ffea^^^i^fong^re;tt6fugh,my<fdar^6imtr7^^ 
rtte ^Sayfdhife to the maiim of 'thfc Wife'' 
tnSftpVfe'ifhbUd'tiie when we hdve%6thirig( 
l^«s t&^ffldre/^ I hrfrc never been 'fthibiliot^J 
d*«flcJb\j?^iin'ottb; 6f this' ttiy Mi6ft lfi^hti« 
W6ffi^ ftffli:ieht ^ proof. Mf pm^ri arid i«y ' 
v^i?ia^'iiii (iifhtired'in btiing^a gdc^d-mjinj 
aS*iii^^iiie?kiS^'tite-appi^batit«l^^ wbrtJiyi 
jAaUf^i ^P ^aV8 to6t'acc6tt4iSli!fted thtf ^fii#r 
j)oint(7<iii^mter;4irfecfr fofbtifed'^ntf i^6i<^a'' 
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6d THE LIFE oi* saend 

^nd fb iriuch of that public (fo to fpeai) pOF^ 
j)ular liberty in that vail: body of which your 
republic is compofed. 

' Illuftrious and generous flien 1 had I beeif 
jprefent, could I have dcCued rnorc than yotf 
hare grtnted to me when I was dbfent aad 
afked nothing ? Where b the country which 
has better treated the bcft of its citizens? 
Rome recalled from exile Cicero, Butilius^ 
MetttHus; but flic had exiled theiH unjufUyv 
She recalled CamiHus, but at a time when ih^ 
could not do without hira. The iamc rea£>Q 
Engaged Athens to recall Alcilnades. But tfiere 
fs no example of an abfent citizen^s being re- 
called voluntarily, but from the motive offer* 
ticc to their country. Auguftus reftorcd his laiRi 
to Virgil : but have we ever feen a public fe- 
ftate reftore to the fbn an inheritance which 
(for not being claimed at ^ certain time) wafis? 
loft by his father ? With how many Hatte*^ 
fies, caifeiles, and foothing entreaties, have yoi]fe 
fweeteried the rcftitution of itiy land, after hav- 
ing purchafed it with the money of the public f 
Wheri I fee it thus drcffed out and enriched 
tvith the flowers of your eloquence^ I envy . 
not the mofl: fertile fpots of Africa or Sicily^ 
or thofe lands of Carapahra where Ceres and 
Bacchus contend for the fuperiority. Mose 



t>f^ P£T&AEC7» 6g 

ibifibly affe^ed with your flattering addrcft 
l^an the ierviceayou have done or wifli to do 
me> nothing is wanting to my happinefs but 
ft) de&rye by my conduct what I owjc to your 
^ncrofity, 

' ^ It is a great Gonfolation to find myfelf thus 
te-eftablifhed in my country, where my father, 
my grandfather, and great grandfather, lived 
to old age, ^nd diftinguiflicd themfelve* more 
jby their fidelity and their zeal, than by the 
jikren^ of adtJation. As to myfelf, who have 
flown {o far beyond it on the wings of natufe 
or of fortune, you offer me an afylum where, 
after ib many courfcs, I may repofe in tranquil-* 
iity. It is a precious gift ; but what you hayg 
. ^dded is more precious ftill, and will be al- 
ways a ipur which will eipcite n^e po virtue and 
jglory, 

* Receive my grateful tbanks> fuch as they 
pre, and impute it to yourfelvcs that they can- 
iict equal ycHir beneficence, J ipuft be mucli 
more eloquent than I am, tq cxprefs ax| ac*- 
fcnowledgn>ent that bears any proportion to 
your benefits. Whatever J can fay ^will be 
«Ter unequal to my wilhes. Overwhelmed 
'With your favours, Ihall I dare to appropriate 
the anfwer of Auguftus to the fenate with tears? 
jfikrtived «t the completion of my defires, what 
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fQ TRK ihJ:VlB.\ OF BO^fL 

waiBl to&zof tbeigods»nbi« th«*r)WifTgftP<fe^ 
iWay-daftrasrAoBgiab itoytlife ^3 J jiseq<^te^<^!|!|^ 
nnides'itfcis reqiiicftilO'.thflfcoTfeh^.jMjgjiBBgt^ 
feead of -yfiUPjfenaiie*wJM«ikfetvtfqifi4 Jftfeji^f 
ffdnn Bomtt.K' xhi.i !-.)) >iij ff.< ,t .jijojjf^t 2irf}. 

"ttt bn4 y0fi¥tOrdeps^wiU;aicq«a2nt rybu .wtHdH^ 
^<^<fts wi'fny iretUML; I b^iirtf tcmfidofi trf^jH 
-tJli^him. - Ibegijou'ta confidcrjutluUtibcttl^ 
Y&|^'oty'riiy>part, as if Ij^okaiitimgr&l&tii^xud 
iivif ;Heatven gfanlsthat your jdptjWicima)^ 
-^dwAyi^SbuHlhiAg'r .: i ts . xixi ni Tjifsm 
* - NdHritixfttoding-^sl letter, iI^ttaiffhfoEni^ 
^e'^efigh'ef gdkig tQ'Ayignoiidandrymitfai^* 
^hd! giVts thefe tea^nslopvi mia<ktttos(ts&jwe; 
^^Wsfrieh<fet •''•>■ i ii' t.jjqrirjxy ai aao; 
. ( What >Gan = J alledge. ; as<Aari^iicd6i fs/iik* 
^HiAtXtltioi^iifmtf fbtil, bUtttbatikvftsi^iSj^d^ 
«%rid^^pOf&if<Btjmtural.><to3 itus^ ,i^g9 faiffh 
'^SA^ff^'Ah^miicM ifonghtnmlip^^Hi^ <i9fM#9<3^' 
'ft^iMJwid flattdxod eswiuttf)i//dj^gtfi||oJi 1^ 

^t^t^biyL'^-^Jbthing «#ip@ars jifiiw^ %:^t 

^l(;^a]yifC>xfiItBrihilhsliifj&i«^9«^i,i|n^s wgg|^ 

iof(^/<d)aeqK*itt>rto nsgri;ft»dif^, .pi^efe igfo^lRul 

X^tfeJaxifstdBtnoDBoto^ jtl/?«i99^(^ I 

^m no longer ailonilhed that CamilluS;, tba|i 



;gir6^iiiito9^l^dm eddied; figbed laAer 

fii!^Vx)iiii^,'^&exi I feei tinat a ftian bom on 
^fcfe 'bdilfe 'of the A«io r^gtt^s a iituaition be* 
^fdild^t&le Alp^^ ^ Hakfft is a feaond xiatuf e ; aQ4 
this iblitudc, from the ftrength of hablt« is.be^ 
^mW^ iHy^^ctnKritvyy iWhati^sgage^ me the 
1fa>A^ 'm, i«hfat i lb jrfdLon AUp<^Q fiiiilhi;ig . th^^ 
&tt!ib i^o^h>l ha^ begufHi; I am defiroiis,^ 
MifitilmyiibDoks^itto draw them out ofntj^p 
boxes in W^bthiejriifeienclofed, t^at th^ 1997 
^djgs^iricofaHx^ghki aadjbehol/i tlje fao^^^p^their 
m^fier^ In fine^ if I fail in^th^l^o^^^/l k^ 
^^gisrmi ih)t££iridids;0t Florence^ ^th^^ (Higiit te 
^^aiidm^^pfiiwod^is thcefbft of tha^ yafiMfjim 
^KtadiedriftdithQ krunma ixund fro^ which) rRO 
anfi is exempted b^t thofe pi^rfec^ .fine^ iviiQ 
^ikiKif U^4gbti of the £>¥ereigq good/ . . / 
)bu:piMir^^.^ti»out from Padwa tha third pf 
^Mfi^ ("Si^' and' brought 'with^him hisri^^ 
^iMKMfiPhHiad'takea from* the fchaol of P^i»a, 
^^^I t^x>k^llkb^'witb<me,' fdd he, ' that l^pr«- 
%faf^<f^Mghir animate me to do him every good 
kMbe.^^ What would hare become of this 
^ild<if he had had the misfintune to lofe me V 
He anrired at ViccnzO' at the fetting of the 
fun. He hefitated whether he ihould ftop 
there, or proceed farther. Some perfons of 
|Q6)it h( n^et yfkh, deteopiQCcl him to iia^^ 



y£ TUTE LIBS OF BOi»K 

They -entered inta converfation^. Mid Tnf^\ 
came on without Pctrarch^s pcrc«iv:ing it. f I 
have often proved/ fays he, ' thaEt our fricii<lsr 
are the greateft thieves of our time : but ought 
tsre to complain of this robbery, or can we make 
a better ufe of it thafi to pafs it with them ?^ 
The converfatiort fell vpon Cicero. Every oniJ 
fpoke as he thought of this great man, Pe-^ 
trarch, having praifed his gcqius and eloquence, 
laid fomcthing of his flcklenefs of chara<5ler, 
and the incondancy of his mind, Perceiviixg 
his friends aftoniihed, he drew from his port- 
inanteau two letters, in one of which he praifei 
his genius, in the other criticifes his chaxstc^ 
ter, 

' Moft of the company were convinced of thd 

juftice of the criticifm, except one old man, 

^ Ah ! gentlemen,* fays he, ' for nlercy /peak 

with more refpe<ft of ib great a marl, ip^re me 

the grief of hes^ring any thing faidagainfthim.* 

When they dflced him' if he thoi^t: Cicerd 

incapable of erring, he ftiut his eyes, fhook his 

head, and agaiii repeated, * What arnife»y for 

' me to hear Gicem blafphemed !' * You con- 

fider him then as a god,' faid Petrarch, ^ Yes/ 

replied he without hefitation, ' he is the god of 

eloquence/ ' You are then rigjht;' replied 

Petrarch^ « if he is a god, Jie c^nnqt cti; : bi^t | 

3^ 



IT. PETRAECHt 75 

cOnfefe, this is the firift time I ever h^ard Cicero, 
turned into a deity. After: all,' fince he deifies 
Plato, I do not fee why yoft are to blame for 
doifig the fame by him if our religion permit-^ 
ted us to multiply gods at our pleafurc/ *-I do 
but joke/ fjtid the old man, * I know well that 
dicero is a man, but agree with mc that hi* 
mnd is divine.' * Very true,' faid Petrarch, * yot| 
aite now in the right : you fpeak like Quin^ 
tiiiany who called Cicero a heavenly man. . It 
13 iufficient however that he was a man liable 
ta err, and errors you muft own he committed/ 
At thefc words the old man gnalhed his teeth, 
p3 if they had attacked his honour ! . 

Petrarch's letters to Cicero united are as fol-* 
tows: 

♦ I halve read your works with avidity, which 
frfter a long fearch I found at laft. You fay A 
great deal, complain very much, and oftei| 
ichange your n^anner of thinking. I know al^* 
J?eady 'what you taiiglit to others t I know at 
foreferit whAt you think yourfelf Wherever 
you arfe, liften t6 the nioft zealous of your ad^ 
tnirers. It is not advice I mean to offer ; it is s^ 
complaint dift^ted by fentiment, ^nd mixc4 
Vith fbrroW. 

^ Reftlefs and unhappy old man ! What do 
jtwi r!neai> by fo many <juarr9ls and contentions-? 



74 T«^^iii¥]t'hr Bo6k 

^Hf'MM klfcb thoife' wars 'which fbit itotie bikt 
yoitt^ hkny-andoau&d-yoU'tQend ybtir^li^ m 
40 na!<yitt«r uiWfSrthy of a^hitaf(^hc*^?*•F6^^et- 
'ix^');our adiiiceiitovycuar.bsotiairi'inSi'i^e "pitr 
vimpt^ fAtii\p/^G yburfdiffctples^ yaa^&^&diHin 

kvoid.-i:>iPfp«afc n« iwJW of DiofAyfnfts, of^jr^te 
-bn^bcb, nrf -yitfttT' jgmttdfofi^'jQt' df'fObljffiaiSi, 
tSop(eiiam8^}3ttiUr'|itaif64^t^mr"tQ- ^b'-lkk;^; 
i<lfcJnc«MBte&^)l0w ov^rwhelrni* thetii ^<!«h'i^-i 

Gaefar, whofe clemency was a ccrtaui'^pSAi^^fir 
-aU at&sXb I'vdlia" attk<^ed htiti ^^islti'd Pi^m^, tQ 
2«dhjMWiyaus: iatminfj giyeym^xi^tm^^l/^k 

,1^m^ ?.tWithoi»td«j|B»'we mUft'^atiHbijtenteife 
e^ur^^^alfor yotit dnking ccmntiyti iBilr^W 
^hen could be the motive of your-feonio^lAtbl) 
flRft^ An^iku ?i ^Yiouj knctm ■ \9i»ttiym!a'^'tmn 
liBrtttmaofaid'of .70a c »;". Cicero ^oes fiot ^idike 
yttitta.&,er, h^mmll^ dnlf «fcffTC'tM»^i^h«t 'ftiki 

^ . < How I lament for you, my dejur-CHciero ! I 
pity, but; I blufh foryowetrop! I fay with 
Sl^tus, ♦* Of wh^t ufc m fp rnany talents, W!^ 



ift¥%^^4!i.cli50 13 «nv/ y-jfi mti'^j . -/m-mw .if^%'' 
oJ ,^^l^e^ Ffi^rffe's friends- begged ;tb«re lite^ 

-ItiCu^flJi^ ]»&itoi$;}>t ftnm » ckarjitf gmebt-df 
diNinitJidfete^fl^nwiHi«#y'j<Mmfent6fl,' fejdrig, 
jy^^y«iflfiI a^tk^:£fSauAii3^ hxrp maQakffwdai% 
[f^W»^^K^ t^oi lo >Milom Mil ;>d Lluoo aodr. 
nw|*etiKrflBift*/.o«t>ttlieu«n)&t dajruf^fA^etawii 

other friends, detained him the \*hole maat^. 

\^ 'T0t«bPllftJ»5?' *>^' nay.,frieBd»»l.fa3telhe^ilTfare Ip 

.||MH:^,i<|nidsiw|.cnf .^ej^ionii.sNqtiiin^ Ci^.^ 
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fwectcr than friendihip. I have only to com** 
plain of being loved too njuch for my repoft/ 
Before he departed from Verona he wrote the 
following letter to Boccace : 

♦ You know^ my dev friend> and every one 
.knows, thatj all things confidered, if I was my 
own matter, I (bould fix my rdidence at Vau- 
clufe^ and pafs the reft of my dsfs in that obr 
fcure rctreati Though deprived of that agree- 
able fuperfliiity with which cities abound, it 
contains liberty, leifure, repofe, and iblitude^ 
four things neceffary ^o my happinefs. It has 
Jiowcver two great faults ; it is tpo far from 
Italy, to which I am drawn by nature, apd too 
near tha^ weftern Babylon vyhich I deleft like 
Tartarus. But to pafs over thefe objciftions, 
thfere are things I cannot commit to paper 
which will prevent my making a lofig ftay at 
Vauclufe, unlefsf fomething "unforelecn- hap* 
, pens. I cannot tell what ; I only know ther^ 
is nothing but may befall an animal frail and 
inortal as i|ian \s, {o infolent even ia the 4cptl) 
tef mifery, ^» » x.- 

^ * My projetft then is to go $ind vi^t the Bm 
|nan pontiff on th^ borders of the Rhonei 
-yrhom our anceftors went to adore on the 
|)Qnks of the Tibcr> q^n{| Ivlioin «^ir f^ceeflbn^ 



win pcthaps fcek on the borders of the Ta^rut. 
Time changes all things : all things follow iti 
faffing ftrcam.* 

But this is the affair of that holy jfiihermaA 
who> acquadnteii with the Rhine; the Rhone, 
and the Tagus, chofe the Tiber, to affix thcrt 
Ills . vefifels and his nets. It is the affitir of the 
{)ilot whofe ihip is agitated by the tempeii^ and 
of thofe who dired. its helm, Wc arc only 
pafiengers who run the fame hazards with 
them without being rcfponfible for their errors. 
I will then feek him where^ I niay> whom t 
cannot find where I would; and, after having 
taken a laft leave of fome friends who remain 
to mc, I will fly, as Virgil iays, from barbaroua 
lands and an inhofpitable Ihore : I will go and 
fettle dt vAy fountain, in the midft of my 
woods, books, and gardens, which have: ext 
|)e4ft^d mc above four years : I will pafe the re*- 
mamder of the fommer in retirement. If T wa^ 
to betake myfclf to my ancient wanderings, I 
Ihould fear for my health from the eisxteffive 
heats, though accuftomcd to fuffi^r m^ch from 
imy childhood. The next autumn I hope at 
leaft to return to Italy with my books, which 
will enrich my Italian library. Thcfe arc my 
intentions, and I thocigitt it right to. inform 
you of them. Prcfctit my homage to our 



tu»(it6fiBaiiiniQ ^erJ(lkiP0d1navJb^C(«<d«r ^ijO^q 
cian«c7aiinD<i4> Afri^n^h07>«<3^6Nx^Siii^fa»f.fi 

to John de Arezzo. ' Padua has tabeit d«»n 
nio tlBB::sinaibvv$t(vl?unsv' ^ t^^ l{»^>i|^%h 
iobiifitoatii^vviiiottung'to ini^riif^o^^fi^aK^ 
CSBL mabdr^oalaughvi' >I^^ekl(Wi^Hbi^ui^^^ 
fomething that may ■prodtjei5ftli8Bei4f^^^©»*' 
inii£36-i8B>TiiIdrnreem ot!ti&VziWii^^£itf^i^^\p 

Gsoai aSti«> r^^i^l Ihen^^ri^^f ij k<'?i^ 
tiidssltl^aMtirearidMBQy^e^ltdiflams ^m^ 
petfiia^d^lAii^ :>l^ilfl^ ^Vt^S" ti^r^^^gli^^ 

iiw^eompafed'>hi8>6#a SleP^ttK^^ftt^'^ m^ 



it. I.||i|:t^i ff^^^:tki% pyikimliiii £»am&HonD:> 
p^in^ .«f)f97r^ausnef »"a^J' haiile ofboij&dibis^t 

thA r^7&i9 , fiokia^ We -. vrtU'v fanBthiniau)ittift):> 
thffff!»i^toe ^aF« proceed «0 Bal^onT, tiiati gdl{d[ d 
6f'>9p»rft9ti9.''<^B«QnB the' t»pr of -mount.' ^91) 

Jis^neek amived at Y«ucliii& ■'therrc7dir (^ 

<r«il&;l hi»)€Yfto«are ^was to notify hiis larrhQNl)«b>> 

I1^1ifb46tJC»Ve4ible, bifliop. of > CovaiUdnrrT jbe:5 

'««!9t^itfltki9J,<thefb,ltne8 : -r.! t-i; TjrfiJ.xmu 

^•f <^i)^J4(^M,eY«^i to ,.me (the tmt^cBgrdcaUcn 

ft^l^s^i 5f wiart, r|teir*>'Whi!abffti obiiMti fiisaO 



Ion.- Alhoit tlihe aftc^hife amval, Ptotmrcb 
fays in a letter to Bocpacc ; * I promifed fto »e* 
tura In atutumn, but how can wc jiidg© at't . 
cllilatice ? time> place^ and fiiendfliip^ makes as 
changd our fe/o}utioh$ : t&e gladiator cati oni^ 
determine his fate . in the ampbhheatrc;. Bj 
liirhat appears i' ha:fe bufinefs cut out fot^mt 

^ 'during the ^ce of two j^ats in^ this cou&ti^r : 
my fiiends imxft: therefore paddn me if I dd 
not ! fccep .my word ; the inconftancy of the 
human mind muit be my apoiogy/ Having 
pafied a month at^Vaatlufe^.to reirdfii hiiib^ilf 
after his journey, Petrarch went, to ii^i^the 
pope, and:tbe cardraals at AvSgnan*: 

The court of Avignon was at. .tim ' time/ m 
it^ greateft luilre. The >/if(?aiint£ffs £>i Tureiihe 
continued to have the iame s^bemkht aa^jsir^iar, 
difpofed of every thing/atodlrrcd in ther^eat'^ 
e& ipiendouf. Eleanor^ b^ younger ^(i&er^ wafe. 
juft juarried t& Willian^ Roger, count of Beau^ 
fort/ nephew of the p(^c> to whom the tiii 
countefs had fold the wfceuftty of TUrenite tfk 

" this marriage* ft^wa^ celebrated with a mag^ 
aificence which answered tb the quali&p^ of ^Ebe 
perfensi, and the terf^e of CSement : and the ap- 

Tival of king John of France increafed it^ fecl^; 
This prince had juft'fueceedc^ iPhilip deVar<?ii^ 
and immediately after his comfecrataon lue camd 



to ATignon, to thank the pope for an eiTential 
ftnriceise had rendered him^ and which is ^ 
mtmbmblc event in the hiftory of France* 
Humbart> the dauphin of Vicnnois^ whom Ps« 
trarch had reproached fcMr his effeminacy, was 
a widower, and had no children. Hia domi-( 
iuons Were very commodious for the king of 
^f^cc, and he had ceded them to him ici 
1343, and renewed the ceflation to Charles the 
dauphin : but, always reftlefs and unquiety h4 
wanted to break through this treaty, and fome^ 
ttiftes he thought of marrying again. To put 
this^htirdybut of hispowigr, and bind him t<$ 
his contraft, the pope, afte^ having obliged him 
to' take the habit of St, Dominique^ coftferfdd 
on him all the facvcd orders on Chriil;mas-da]^ 
1350 ; the under deacon at the midnight mais; 
the Chacon at the mafs iaid at break of day, and 
Ihc priefthood at the third mafs : eight day* 
after, he cdnfecrated him bifhop and patriarch 
6£ Alexandria* By this means the daupfeiri 
tvas reunited to the crown ; and it was an ar-^ 
tick in the treaty, that the eldeft fon of the 
klngf and the preiimiptive heir of his crown^ 
fhould from that time have the title of th# 
J>auphin« * 

King John reiided at Villeneuve, which i| 
only fepafated from Avignon by the Rlirt)ne% 
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Coivtinrual /eafts ^forc cclebntted oaXhm occs^ 
iiqa; . and by his.orders^i as^gcand touxoamc&t^ 
at.\^ich, &yft,iui «nqkujt Inftwiambf rThokyuiibi 
aUithe. Boroaa oourt werepse&at/* j.t 1 xtu XT 
JCing John, to expreii» hb igntitkidfe^tb-^C^ 
rm^ntfor .this^ important fervice^ tgmtstatdHtni 
WUJiam de Beaufort and bis podteiity tii0 fiiii 
pliyi^cges and appeals ia the vi&ointfijrt of ^[^^ 
renn^*t; ian4 i^od. godfather.^ JckaKbhiST^fleiy^ 
tp )y^oQQi he aiHgi^ed five hundxiedKvresryeitrl^jj 
a ,^ery confiderable fum at that timCi.- ^ Ab th»^ 
tiroe tl>e pope made a promptian off tbedbweJw 
new. qardinals^.to fill the plaoe$«rof iiho&zisvhKtf 
^4. o^ *^^ pl^ngu^;^ . Among r^hcf^ r tjh^. . tvm 
qirdi?MiU of the crpwn Tvere^ fe^iErancc^ GtUfi 
S^igaud^ abb? of St* Dcaaist^; to jW-hom at Bans. 
th^ pope fcnt the hat %;oiie?joCjftiti3 nepfee!»rs 
(^ favour at that time withoirt ftx;^flpplf)^ 
othierjor Sp^u wa^s Gilje Alv^i^j r^cl|bjt(^i0p -of 
TTgledq, , whp h^d ^eat. cono^ns^ af^<«:^^s in 
the affairs ^f Italy. , Jhg^pope ,WP« ^f^jwpachcd 
for admi1;tiqg mf^ny yqwgmfQ^ infco )the Acwd 
college, be.c^nie.rektc4<tQ.hi^q,,:w;lM?)Hv^4 ^P^ 
di^pjut? liyp^ .. ^k^^ ^ogexy ^ the, pop^'sr ^- 
D^igw, (qejtpsto b9,p;^icj»Jarly mfcv^tp^vch^ 
was pnlj eightf;sn.yew of age wteft-ihis \m^i^ 
g^jfchimt^ieJ^, ^feit\i^&upiv<irfalty|agt-aed; 
l^i94^^y^.fxeropbicy U/e-i Ho bec^met;a^ 



&9tim''^«th^fSpe§ thAV etcT 'gAVeV^ied -ifhtf* 
cIo)wdkyxiah<iolf»iTe^flaldielhed 'the iioIy'(^<f at^ 
Rome. Thefetji«i»ftwi>«ftiiefe«irdwiells'V«»htk 
echl^kSiAhdiaKe&h!^ diriff birth, th«ivlalliBndes 
icithilii8i|^i|atdiipiitice» of £ut<^, theit tredk/' 
tfidi; iniil^ilfici^toe, ^exiplemiauti of thckc «^rVX 
amffihe f^pJ^nHiEMity olittveiriknovirl^ge; Thel^ 
wfaiiiGiu^dDiiBblognB) aiidn£lle '.de Tailer^d'^^ 
^•^atmax m^ me: ad^ujuhtdd' wkh/ t]% 'Ihftd^ 
■wai' df thc'<iUulbiJ^vAM houTe of Pen^M'i' ^Ke^ 
b»d^{wihtt^ally applied to the ftudysiof thc'ki^i^ 
aJidv«walP<tt«^mfed'>very- fltilfttl h.> it. ' l»et4aft,-}i* 
ftysiofriftisi «fet !ie"*vas on€^ ^thtf'trightfeifl!' 
JuihB^ei*»fltbc' church j 'lie -waa only 'Khitty? 
yeafSofta^ Hvtictf be Wa^ htiade dai'ditt^lv'"H6^ 
had'-^Oft jftfluenee'iwuhd dlcAionof Clifrtierif-^ 
awi^nfa(f)l6Hbtt h*i ihbrfe credit' bt'atitHdnty'ift^ 
thtn^m^mh^. ♦ If fs iridrfc'hbnott'i^aljtg^' 
%s?.lPjftfi&ftiiH'fpeakbg of hfrta a^aiii- 'to ftidkJ^ 
jfefftSf <*1fliF fd be a pope'cfeefelf.* He was feci^ 
Ictetmattflfekit ahtfproud'; and'fome'have ii.6'^' 
(Md felffiWdtufel ahd'b!dtfdy;aai-bn'u.- '- '^!^^ 
-^hma^^v^s mfeWi'kt^dlie^to flie'ttfo'^ft.^ 
tfirijrs-'Ptfsifc iflbrttibttedthAri bfty 6tl^efs, 'a?A^ 
■VPfe«r suletltil 'to'^fie bifiiop of CavailM H6^ 
thafttei*Sfe^«#^#«»cb^enattaftt9^'(fh?iif3 
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towers of tke a|>ofl:oUc bark/ -Tjire* g^e^fe 
af^irs at this time occupied the court oC 
Rorn^ : the entefpdfe of the kuirdf of MiUn^^ 
which they meant to fupptei9; the war be^ 
twecn the kings of Naples wd Hvinga^yj* 
yrhich they dciired to end ; ^vA tht Uoiktlej^ 
of Rome> which st was nece&ry to ^ifypeafc.^ 
After the fall of Rienzi,. the |x>pe had sigpim 
eil:ahlxfhed the ancient £atm of govecan^nl/ 
under fetiators and a kgate \t when the ktt^ 
quitted Rome^ the &a3ie c^orders and violei^^ 
^rofe aa bcfort, which encouraged th^ femaitt- 
ing partifanj of Rienzi. In this fit^atioa- oC 
^ffairs^ the pppe named ioivr cardii^als tQ deli** 
l)crate on the n^ieans of refotming this cjity, a^jdl 
ipaking choice of that governnfient thatihould 
^>eft efffcd: k. Thfe cardinal de Boulogne de-^ 
j&red Petrarch to give hh fcntitoents <?f thfli is»^ 
f)prtant affa;ir. Aiter fpeaking in the highdl{ 
<erms of the facred refpeft due to the city, oC 
Rome, as ^e centra of the fait^h, andtheieat; 
of empire, he "v^rites ap follows ; 

^ What, ha? been the foundations of ^1 its; 
quarrels and; miferifes? I wifii to Heavea it 
may n,ot be found> laacient pjiide^ jp^ed to^ 
TOodenD. tyranny. An cW^mvw^, pTefiiaaiag^ 
and difd^inful bobiUtfy uiuiertiakes to nbufe a^ 
fi^mbled and usfoirtuniate people, Xh^iWH>u}4 
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bind feomans'to their car, arid lead them in 
triumph, as if they were Carthaginians or Cam- 
tiriahs« Did any one ever hear of a triumph 
over citizens ? is there any law to authorife 
iuch an attempt ? 

* That I naay not be fufpefted of fpeaking 
from any iecret animofity, I ought to fay that 
0f the two families who have fceen thought td 
give rife to this charge, I never hated the one, 
the other I have loved, refpeded, and ferved 
with affecSioti. ^he family of no prince is 
fo dear to me. But Rome, Italy, the libertiey 
4f good men, arc dearer ftill ; and, to fpeak the 
*ruth, it is what I owe to the living as well af 
to the dfead. Behold this gfeat city, deftined 
by God to be the head of the church, and of 
^he world, behold it torn in pieces, not as for- 
rnerly by its own hands, but by ftrangers from 
the Rhine, whofe tyranny has reduced it ta 
the m^ deplorable ftate. H6\^ are we* fallen t 
Ortai Odd ! caft bn us, thofugh we dcfcrve it 
ftot, ail eyts of pity and of rherty ! Alas 5 whcj 
iKrould have thought that it flicruid be our mi-^ 
fery to have it debated before the vicar of Jg4 
fos Chrfft, and before the fiicceflbrs of his apof- 
tics, whether Roman citizens were to bb ad-» 
fiiitted into the fenatc, when ftratigcrs, when 
ficw Tarqtiins difplay theit pride in the capir? 
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ipl'y Wis however is the' querfiorf ^kdi%i^l 
ploys the four pillars of the church. ''' ^'^^ 
. 'If I am ^iked, I hefitate not to (ay^tlialt 
the Roman fcnate ought to be forme<i of noxfe 
but Roman citizens : and that not only ftran- 
gers, but even the Latins, ought to be excluded. 
Manlius Torquatus Ihould decide this queftionl 
When the Latins demanded a conful an^ /e- 
nators of their nation, this gre^t man, (u\\ of 
indignation, fwore that he would never come 
into the fenate without a poignard, whicK'ho 
would plunge into the breaft' of the firft * Latin 
who Ihould dare tq appear there. To whdt 
was this refufal owing, but becaufe the^ wout4 
not grant to power or fortune whkt 'was ^drfly 
due to fervice and to merit ? But for this^ Ki^- 
c^donian^ and Carthaginians formerly, Jmd^fiH 
th? nations under the fun at pr^fentJ ttfl^t 
pretend to this privilege. Buf ' fornS'^^v^iU 
fay. We are Ro^ian citizens." Ah !^ thit'Uky 
would prove themfelvcs fo, by bem^ tH8^^:tftrt-i 
dians; and not the opprcffors, of tneii:^ feHo^M 
citizens. But can they call themfdveS lc/%fea 
' difdain the very name of Iniri, ttxd aSm it no.-* 
thing but the pompous ' titles' ''bfliirffiPahd 
princes? Will they butld^tHei« Haim^^iijJt)^ 
'^eir nobihty ottlches ? In wh^ the*irft\!:tfh. 
fi-ft? is 9. qucftjon 5 if not in YiTtue, it is a fall(c 
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.i^a. -^ J^ the laft, they have drawn them 
from the church, their mother; let them uic 
them therefore with moderation, as a fleeting 
good ; but not to contemn the poor, or ruin 
that dear country from whofe liberality they 
hold them. But to govern well, is it neceflary 
to be "rich ? Was Valerius Publicola rich 
wl^n he joined Brutus to expel the Tarquins ? 
Was^ he not buried at the expence of the pub- 
Tic, after having vanquilhed the Tufcans and 
^t^e Sf bines? Was Menenius Agrippa rich, 
when by bis eloquence he reunited thofe fb- 
iQente4 ipirits who threatened the republic 
^ith a fatal fchifm ? or Quintus Cincinnatus, 
syhen he quitted his little field to head the 
jlfpy aij^d become conlul of Rome? Curius 
anfl Fabricius, were they rich, when they 
fought Pyrrhus and the Samnitep ? Regulus, 
vfhcn he. vanquilhed the Carthaginians ? Ap- 
, pius^C^^udius^ when he governed the republic, 
J^i|^gb T deprived of fight ? I fhould never finilh 
W^ t to bring all the examples that Bfim^ fUr- 
i^fhep of a glorious poverty, 
\ ^.Virtue, (I fqar not to fay it) virtue has not 
f, gr^tr .enenjiy th^n wealth. It was that 
which cpnqupj^ed Rome, after Rome had con- 
^Uere4. the iRorld, ' Eve^ foreign vijce entc;rcd 
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into that city by the fame door at which pa- 
vqxky went out of it. ' Shall we lay that from 
pride, and not riches, arifes the defire of do- 
minion ? This alfo was the peft of ancient 
Rome : but it was then, and will now, I truft, 
be fuppreffed by your decifions. In the firft 
lages of the republic the people demanded.ra*- 
•giftrates to defend that liberty which they 
.found was invaded by the great. The nobles 
^gppofed thi§ with all their might. To this was 
fiyv'mg their firft retreat to the facred mount, 
-The rights of the ipeople prevailed oyer the 
rpride of the nobles, and, notwithftanding thciy 
pppofttion, tribuo^es we^c created^ the firft pubf^ 
lie rampart againil the violences of th© fcaaatcr. 
After this there was ^ new.difpute ; the nobility 
would not, permit marriasge^ betw^een the pi^ 
tijicians and plebeians ; thus breaking afunjder 
the ftrongeft bond of utiion betweea one ano-^ 
ther, they divided the city iijto two pqu'tiss 2 
but the p^oplq^ obtained a law which BaxxaM 
render marriages free, without any lirnitatioi^ 
However, the foroaer comtinucd ©aly to takis 
frofu the Patriciae fj^^^ilies their firft magif- 
tr^jtea. Thje people faw they weige mocfeedji 
they thgreibi;e den>anded and obtained thefe 
offices 5 ^ fraall* fa^ in itfelf^ but which tavy 



♦bought worthy of recital, as a proof of the 
jptiic of the n<Alcs, and ti^ glorious liberty of 
the people. 

Cneius Flavitis, the fon of a fcribe, a man of 
low extcadion, but fharp wit and excellent 
fpee'ch, was made edik. The nobles, enraged 
«t the elevation of fuch a man, laid down their 
^ameat3 o£ dignity. Flavins was not moved 
by this ; he oppofed the greateft firmnefs to 
tiicir pride. One day, when he went to fee 
his colleague who was fick, the yomng patri-n 
cians who were there would not deign to rife 
and falute him : when he perceived this, be or-s 
dertfd his chair of ftatc to be brought, fat dowii 
In it, and lolling down on them from this ele- 
vated feat, he returned them difdarn for difHain; 
while, thty fat on their ftofols, confumed with 
mge and jealouiy. This inftance, in my efleem, 
proved tiim worthy of being conful. 

* After many and violent contefts, a patri- 
cian and plebeian conlulwere feen feated toge* 
flier, and dividing the govemmerrt of Rome. 
If thcfe things are tree, and to be found in our. 
heft -hiftoriaft^, follow th^ happy example of 
*Keft ittiiftrious times,* when Romre, rrfmg dut<. 
df nothing as it Were, was ele\^ted alrrioft ta 
heaven. It is net to be doubted %ut that citj* 
contains a great number of citf?ens, fiiperior im 
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bhnth^^nd TOwit t9 t*iofe ftraagcr^ ^ho,, on xhp 
ikfinjg^ oft)^PM 9ilone> defpife both, liei^yen 
and rcarth* ? Were they virtuous, I w^uld al> 
Jqw them to be noble ; but Rome would n^ver 
^knowledge them to be Eonians : and were 
tJicy botht thiey ought not to be preferred to 
©a^ anpeftors, the founders of this empire. What 
di^.the poor people demand? Only that they 
P[iay not be treated in their own city ^ exiles, 
liu\d excluded the public adininiilration, m if 
jhcy had tb« plague, Q^t^ ^ny thing be moi^ 

' On this occafion it may be v^ll to follow 
^e counfel of Ariftotle, and iroitftte thofq who 
yOidertake to ftraighten a crooked tree.: QbligH 
thofe npble ftrangers not only to divide yritb 
^? Ramftng the fenatorfhip and the othqr 
charge^ they have ufurped, but even to givij 
thfim up till, the republic heaving taken a con- 
^rybepd,. things ihaJi ijifcniihly return* bapk 
!t<^ their fortqer eqi^aUty- , ;, 

.j/^ Thi^is ffiy advice^, this i» what I l^ppli?a|» 
yQvif tOido,,sin4 V^Skt ^oipej finking under h^ 
f i^aijiifeies, begs of y w with weeping eyes. If 
jRSU^dOjnQt e^^dcftVQwr tp r<j.eftftbli^,h(cr liberty, 
4hie fumraonst you befcire thft awful tribunal of 
Ae, Sovereign J^dge. « JefVis Chrift, who is in 
^€ pjidflt of you, whea affeinbled^ comnjai^dsi 



fiife teo# yo\l'i«itt^di^cly.^ ^ hUbAi tathclr fe^ 
cMt^4tkic«is;^»awl y6iX'\*4n f>ay n<^ regaaxl to 
dtfWvM^ folr^aSkAs. • B* only occupied \Vith^ 
D^at^xtillvbcnefit Rdrrte, Italy, th^'worltl, and 
3%u/l^lvfesi; Our fins have tendered U3 little 
twrtbf of yaut protedion : but thd feat of th« 
^oftles deferves to be -flieltcred from the via-* 
itnec of tyrants ; the temples of the faihte ought 
t^Bftefdrjecd from thoifc robbers >rho hav^in* 
vaded them ; tlwt holy land, fprinkled with Jtlw| 
bl^Kyd of' fo many martyrs, merits furcly to be 
■^Bv^d'from the blood of its citizens, which Will 
4fe inevkably fpillcd, if you do not tsJce- fomO 
<^)4fe*ho4s te fupprefs die fury of thefe tyrartts;-^ 
."^'Tliis^lfelt^bf Petran:h'3 was addrefied to th* 
four firft* cardinals, • ^ - b ^ . ! ? 

TKc'^aeifiQii ii»'Confequen<>e of this ktteir 
of Peftarch's to the foui>%ttm5rfiiSary cardirials 
b not certain, ?s the po^ fdoh after thiy fell 
tick. - It li f>robable thi^ affair was -not deter- 
mined. The people of Rdme th^smfelvcs', wefe^- 
-iied-oiftt with tkearvarcbyin whittli theytjiwd, 
.adSmbled together, and-ek<5V^'^hift Coiiwa 
jinv^mgihiin^th.a)x«aLNfe}uiiefutlioti^^ Mb 
'Was a g^od.cklien^ wife sad^pni^tt^t^'mdd}tk^ 
fpe^d for his pfobity. ^ iTh€jv>fiobieiU34fd tcbt 
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dare to oppofe this, and it was confirmed by 
the pope's vicar. 

The next affair in debate at Avignon wa$' 
tfce enterprile of John Vifcomti, the brother 
and fucceffor of Lnchin. He was archbilhop, 
ais well as governor of Milan, and he aimed at 
being mafter of all Italy. The pope on this 
fent a nuncio, to re-demand the city of Bolog- 
na, which he had purchafed ; and to choofe 
^hethef he would poflefs the fpiritual br the 
tenaporal poWer, for both could not be united. 
The archbifhop, after hearing the meffage with 
refpeft, faid he would anfwer rt the following 
Sunday at the cathedral. The day came ; and, 
ctfter celebrating mafs in his pontifical robeSj» 
he advanced towards the legate, requiring hin^ 
t^ refpeat the orders of the pope on the choice 
of the fpiritual or the temporal : then taking 
the Crois in one hand, and drawing forth ^ 
jiaked fwoi^d with the other, he faid, 'Behold 
jby fpiritual and my temporal : arid tfeli the holj^ 
fether fr^m md, that with the one I will'de-^ 
fend the other/ "; 

' THe pope, not content with 'this anfv^rer^ 
^brtiftienced a: proeefs agaihft hito, and fum- 
^oned him to appear in 'j^eyfon, on J)kin 'bt 
cJiJeomniunication. The arehbiihop receive4 
fhe foi^T, and promifed tb obey it, Iirira^-^ 

4 



diately he fent to Avignon one of his fecl'qta* 
ifies, ordering him to retain for bis ufe all the 
houfes and ftable^ that he could hire at Avig^ 
lion, with provificMis for the flibfiftcncc of 
twelve thoufand horfe, and fix thoufand foot. 
The fecretary^ executed his conimiffioai fo well, 
that the ftrangcrs who came to Avignon o» 
Winef* could find no place to Jodge in. Thd 
pope being informed of this, aiked the fecte- 
tsary if the archbiftic^ required fo many houfes : 
%he latter anfwercd, he feared thofe would not 
be fufficicnt ; becaufe his mafter waa coming 
with eighteen thoufand troops, befides a great 
immbet of the inhabitants of Milan, wka 
would accompany him. The pope, terrified 
a.t this account, paid immediately the expencc 
the fectefcary bad been at, and difmifled him 
with orders to tell the archbifliop that he diA 
jpenfed him from this journey. 

Thete is another anecdote related of thi? 
prince: sttid* they aU ferve to Ihcw his artful 
charafer, and with what apparent modttfty 
and fubmiflion he covered his pride and'refo-* 
faition. The cardinal de Ceccano, going on 
his Icgatdhip to Rome, paflTed by Milan. Th^^ 
archbifliop went out to meet him withib nu-^ 
mctous and ipkhdid a train, and fo many led 
Ikorfea richly ktrncfled, that in fixrprife he fai<J 



^Tbrf re. w^tSfMi anOil3^mQu& klKex thttnatradiaiio 
attpjli^i^tfd to thi^pfinde; ixut iLa{>pcalr3'niM9) 
lU^elj tp^bftYC beeja'Writteil by Protraflchitffit)ih^: 
t|^, %l/e;jQfi )ronyjct;ha*»'iufist.tbiaiigfeiibfr4iM.Qiift 
day< wlien^ th^e pope i\*tis jn full tonfiftpry, lar. 
cgfdinal, ;wbo i& not naiQwd>: loCthiel fcttenfiilBi 
iu fo cunning: a iHflnpe^itiiat itwa^fbrotegirt tor 
the pope, who ordered it to be rea4^ tfecrpflteti 
fence of all ^et-cwrt. ; ^Tfee^^j]feri^ifiH% vjjwpn 
tfide torrna;, , . — .. i « r? - A o'jj>':»fr 3rl.^ ^pt^ 

-/ Lc^dathaj), prince of -derJtftefe? fctps po^^iQfeQ 
ment ijib^Yicar,. ^nd totjie oa^iiiial^ his^.^^H*!.^ 
fcl|Qi^jin4^qd-fjfi<md^':^^ t ^^rl3 .niol na^i/p 

- Aft^^ ai>|ej;iumqrf ti9itvof;-verjf>^fgafl|Hi omsk> 
which Ij^i^|:^ian aicrib^s t9rjl^s^gcfrrugfei?S»?ft.4 
and on ivhic^i h^^ m^kcs. tbctQ grGatYJ5effiF>t>l|Trl 
irjfntsj.exhprtii^g Jixem to cpntinw^ ?H?b$hifc 
noble cooirfe^Jthat tbi?yv x^^yjiw^reip^aflw^tW^ 
merit bjis^-prqdtei^Qn? ^p\w^^^^i^mV^^^ 
do^rina of«,f:^ z.^q&^, . ;9^r^^xm^ 
and fober life jjito the-4iigtwA^./i4!gule,f.-,^j£|Q 
know/ fajs hc,^* that, fo faf-^fjtpmyii^ ^ fo^^ffffl^ 
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deriiSoa* I have no reproach to m^t yxsn on 
thkfacGOwit, but that your words do not aiw 
ways^ '(^orr^ipo&dr "with your a<fHo]ls. Correift 
thifr/ faiilt-if fini wi^ to be adranoed in my' 
kingdom/ He concludes thus ": ^Vridi, yoii^ 
fi^pcrbc«i6ther, fiilutes you; with yorurfiftfers 
uwice/iewdnefB, and the reft of your firAWyl^ 
wfaorttnadLC every day iieW^ progrefs tiridit joiit 
emtbtira^metlit: and protfc^ibn; Giv^eii froi^ 
oar centre of ^hcll, in the preferice b( kH thb 
dtlvilsi' The pope and the cardinals took Kttle 
notitfifc ^ this hnct, dnd cotttinued the fath6= 
ctftHrfe 5f 4ifa:- i ' - ^^ -v 

'^tTStJ^tWrd affair 'at** the- Court oT Avignohi;' 
was the peace between Hungary and NapleS'.^^ 
Petrarch was particularly intercfted in thi$ af- 
fai*> froth refpe^ to king Robert, reg^d''t!6^ 
queen Joan, and friendfliip for the grandf fcrie'^ 
chal of thtft kingdom, who became his fecohd' 
Meeaensis. • His name w^as' Nicholas AcciajoU f 
his faiinily^was originaiiy of Brixia, and ob- 
taliiiid Its rtaWife froili a commerce in nets. It 
affi^hPib^ divided into ftveral branches, whict' 
fpifiid!^ abroad to Sicily] England, Hungary,'' 
afld -dyfeii' i6 GbnftihtinopTc. Diie of thefc 
Wanch(ii'\*as eftabliflicd at Floitiice, and helil 
a'dliSinguifiied'rank'therei without abanadriing ' 
tKrTOhimeSce^ it was^ engaged in: ''Frbrii tins- 
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bnuftch deicended Nicholas Acciajolu At eigk^ 
tccn he iiiarricd Margarita Spini, of a ridi and 
liluftricms family; and three' ycairs after his 
father fcnt him to Napks, where 'fie had efta* 
bliftied a branch of his commerce^ which foc-» 
Cccded fo well, that he was able, whenever he 
wanted them, to lend large fums of money to 
king Robert. His fon Nidiolas had not his 
tafte for commerce ; he was Very handibme, ha<|. 
a fine figure, and an amiable difpofition ; but 
his mind was filled with ambition, and his head 
turned on chivalry. He happened to pleafc 
Catharine de Valois, the widow of Philip^ 
jwrince of Tarcntum, whom they called the 
emprels of Conftantinople ; a woman of gal- 
lantry, according to Villani, and of very indif* 
ferent reputation. She was one of thofe who 
contributed to the death of .prince Andrew^ 
The handfbme Florentine, gained fo rnucK &-» 
, Vouf with this princefs, that flie confided to 
him the care of her affairs, the education of 
her children, and the government of her'ftate* 
Villani fays, (he made him a rich and powcrftxl 
^erv^alier. Lewis de Tarentxim, fon of Catha^ 
tine, having been fent on an expedition into 
Calabria, at the head of five hundred borfe^' 
king Robert gave him Nicholas for govembry 
with orders to do nothing without coniuking 



him* ^ht young Florentine executed th^ 
commiffion in a manner that did )^m gre^ 
hoi)our> and g^ned him the good graces of bb 
|>upi}j wfeo became extremely attach<^d to \^}j^, 
After the death of king Andrew, hq cpi^tri^ 
bated to the marriage of pril^ce Lcwi^ ^ith 
qineen Jo^j who ivas too fond of her to a<^ 
Vfith the refolyti(» neceflary %q ftccojnpliih it 
lucniclf^ On the arrival of the. king of Hunr 
gary, having been prevented foil9wi»g th^ 
qocen his wife, he threw himfelf with Nicha*' 
las Acciajoli into a fpiall fiiher-bp^i^t, in whkj^, 
with great peril coafting the Ihor^,, they go^ to 
Ercole, and fronj thence to Sienna. Nicholas 
fet out with the prince for Flor^nce^ wb^e his 
brother wds bilbpp i btit when th^y epl^^ed the 
confines of the republic, the officers of the go* 
Vernment ilopped them, fearing to of£md the 
king of Hungary, and they retired to^;an ^ft^tf 
which belonged to the houfe of Accj^jjpli^ 
Nicholas got together all the money 4^ ^C^ld, 
and *hcy embarked in two Genoe|e^>^lj|^j^ 
with the bifhop of Flore«|ce for Aiquot Jk|9?te% 
wWe ^hcy landed, atid proceeded to V}1}^ 
tabeuve, a town only Ibparated from .Avigi><3n^ Jby 
the Rhone. Nichola^^ and t^e bi0ipp we^^ 
filinicdiatcly to th^ p<^> to inform bi^ of tl)f 
jprince*s arrival, and to cojicert with him th^ 
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means of delivering the queen from the €a0c 
of Aixi where the people kept her as a prifontf^ 
"By means of the pope^ and the duke of Bensi, 
wha happened to be at Atignon, and who at 
fared the people of Provence flie had no defign 
againft them, which was thcifr pretence far 
detaining her, (he obtained her liberty, d^ 
was received at Avignon with the uAial h^ 
nours paid to crowned heads. She mada hflr 
entry there under a canopy of ftate f\irro\m4qi 
with eighteen cardinals, and fcvcral prelates 
wh^ went out to meet her. The pope recci?i|pd 
hjer in full confiftory, according to. the genenlJ 
cuftom of receiving princes : and the ^rinqe of 
Tafentuto, through the intereft ^f the Acci^r 
joUs, was b^ter treated than he hoped fp?^. 
The pope granted him the neceffary difpenft- 
tions for his marriage, touched probably wilh 
the Situation of the queen, who was bi^wjj^ 
child. ' ■ ' J ^ fijidr 

" Dtiringtheic things the king of Hmn^^ 
iiad been driven from Naples by the pligft^iJ 
«nd the Neapolitans, who loved tl>eir fos^prcig^i 
and detcfted the Hun^rians, invited hci:.jtd 
return wit^ her hulband. Nicholas Accijjj9)i 
was fent thither to examine how things t'WRTP 
fituated^ and prepare every thing necefla^y, fpt 
theii? reception. When he came there Iji? epr 
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^g^jod irf the queen's fervice that fkntous. dmke 

Wtirttcr'^ha had iervcd the king of Hwugmy 

atJiill^ headof twdlv« hundred men, and v^% 

•l»t>i^sfed with his former mafter. Finding 

cy<Sry thing well difpofed to the queen, . he 

l^efiediier to fct out immediately for Naples. 

Wtkt money v^as wanting for this purpofe ; and 

tttis d^wrmitied her to fell the city of Avignon 

•fil^ tlit^ pope for fourfcore thoufand florins* 

^^hb {\itti not being fufficient, Ihe pawned hef 

ji\lrels; and> having coUc<fted a little arr»y in 

haftfc, ihe embarked at Marfeilles 'wit4i ^her 

fiixib^md, and aifrivcd at Naples in Aiiguft> 

Vhere fhe was received with tranfportt"^ ^She 

loaded all thofe with benefits who had 'givcHi 

htt proofs of ieai and fidelity, l^ichdlas Ac**- 

ciajdli had the oiSice of grand fenecha)> aliid 

the adminiftration of public affairs, as a reward 

fSr his great fefvices. Thei-e weit5 however 

many troops ingarrifbnjn feveral 6f the pritr* 

Cfpai t^wns; and waif was d^arricd dn bettfeen 

tifefc and the Neapolitans, till the' king)> df 

Bungmy, retiirning to Naples in 1356, bcttofe 

il^ain c6Yiqueror ; and Joan and her hufbifflf4 

Hrftre obliged to take rbfuge at GayctteV waltiftg 

ib>' the ncgociatibas of the pope^ 'to proc**fe 

ffiate. At firft, * as' -Wi haVe ! feen^ flie kifig ' 6{ 

Hungary would npt heir of it: biiVat laft; 

H z 
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whether he was weary of a war at fiich a dcf* 
tatice from his kiitgdoniy and which had coil 
him fo much ; or wheth^ hif refentment wai 
abated with time ; or out of cortplaifencc for 
the pope, whom he Regarded > he confthttd to 
a truce, on condition that if after a procefi thf 
quee^ Was found guilty, ihe ihould be deprived 
t)f her kingdom ; if innocent, he promifed to 
f efiore all the places he ' pbffefled belonging to^ 
her, on the payment of three hundred thoui^nd 
florins for the cxpcnce of the war., 

The procefs of Joan Was not cafy tcr deter* 
tnine* There were many depofitions againft 
lier, but no witnellcs. At laft, an cfjtpe<fieirf 
was fonnd to finilh it* Joan proved^ by th* 
depofition of fereral perfons, that thcfy had 
given her a charm which had infpked her wifb 
luch an extreme ayerfion for her hufband, that 
the perfons attached to her thought it Would 
be fervlng her to put him to death ;. aixf that 
Ihe had thus influenced towards it, witbqat 
feeing culpable^ On this depofition the judgtt 
declared her innocent of the witchcraft aj^ 
its Gonfoquences. The king of Hunga^, qaiUf 
tired out, agreefd to a dccifion worthy <^ ,tl|e 
age in which it was invented The pead^r wa> 
figned at Avigifoai this year, igSZ, by the am* 
bafladors of the tWo poWers, and ratified %y the 
3 
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ftope. He acknowledged Lewis de Tarentum 
king of Naples, and gave orders for his coro- 
naftion, but that he ihould claim no right to 
the crown. This gave the grcateft joy to Ni- 
<tholas Acciajoii, who might be faid to have 
put the crown of Naples on the head of his 
pttpil, by firft accompliftiing this marriage, 
then fiipporting him by his valour and ikilful 
ftianagement, and protefting and befriending 
him in his grcateft adveriities. The union of 
JPctrarch with the grand fenechal feems to 
have been formed by Boccace, Zanobie, and 
the prior of the Holy Apoftles, friends to both. 

Petrarch wrot^s a letter to him on this event 
ps follows ; 

* Illuftrious man ! At laft viftory is yours ! 
^Tianks to your zeal, jour prince (hall be en- 
Aroned, notwithftanding the efforts of envy, 
9?hc luflre of his crown, and the ferenity of 
Jms countenapce, are going to diflipate the 
iAoads with which Italy was covered. Afibej 
fo many lal?ours and perils, do not think you 
>jiay repoife, Wliat remaifi^s for you to do is 
hit more difficult and more important th««i what 
^n have 4cme. You muft coUed all the ftrengdi 
of mind you are known to poffef^, to govern 
^ft kingdom with juftice which you have ac^ 
^red with gloiy. You have ftruggled y^}tk 
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fortune in: adverfity, and have been viAor : ywt 
muft now combat her in profperity; She ir 
the fame enemy ; her appearance is only phang^ 
ed; and flie is more difficult to fubdue«uiidoi< 
the form of an enchantress than any othef. 
She has conquered mighty heroes ! Hanniba^ 
■who overcame at Canna, was cuflaved by plean 
fure at Capua- t -^r- 

* Your princQ is young : hut his underilandltF 
hxg is ripe, ar^d he propiifes great things. . Af-* 
ter having weathered a thoufand tempefts. fajr 
fea and by land, and conducted him over rocfca^ 
and precipic^^ to the utmoft poipt of gfeatnef^i; 
t^ach him to preferve the dignity lie has aot 
quired, and prove that the fceptre, hereditary ia 
his family, was dye to his virtue more than, 
his birth, I^ is more honoura,ble tp be taifett 
than born to a throne ; hazard befto^s the oticy 
but merit obtains the other, . Teach hltt^ % 
fcrvc his God, to love his country, and to retf? 
der exaft juftice, without whicli no^kingdcU)^ 
Olin endure, Let him ^ccuftppi himfc\£'t^ dc- 
fire nothing but honour, arid to fpgjr no^hihg 
but fhame. Let him kpow that*^thic highe« h^ 
U elevated, the lefs he c^ be cpiicealed; that 
the more power he has, the kfs he ough^-td 
dHow himfelf ; and that a[ king'^flioiild ^e dil^ 
tirfguifhfed by his liianncts' more th^h bf '^s 
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jBpi>es. . Keep hkn at a diilance in general from 

the ^extremes cither of prodigality or avarice; 

virtue, lies between them both. Neverthclefi, 

he.ihould be fparing of bis time, and profiifc 

of his private money, that it may circulate in 

his kingdom, and not lie ufelefs in his trea^ 

fury. The matter of a rich cftate can never 

be poor. Let him never forget the fpeech of 

that Roman, •* I will not have any gold, but 

I love to reign over thofe who have." Let 

him not think himfelf happy, or a true king^ 

till he has relieved his kingdom from its cala* 

mities, repaired its ruins, extinguiflied tyranny, 

and rc-cftabliftied peace and freedom. Salluft 

iays, that a kingdom ought to be always prefent 

to the mind of its maftcr. The ftireft guard 

of Jkings i« not armies and treafures, but friends; 

aad they are. only acquired by beneficence and 

j^ice, ^* W^,muft deliberate before we choofc 

them," fays Seneca, " but when once choien^ 

plftcein .thism an entire confi.deiM:e/' 

' It i« important, but not eafy, to diftlngui£h 
a trae friend £rom ?in agreeable enemy ; juft 
piaifes arejfpur^ to virtue, but flatteries arc a 
fiibtle poifon- Wc Ibould not break lightly 
with a friend, nor of a fudden. According to 
t^c old proverb. We muft unrip, not tear 
9Yfd^. |t is ai) error tq fupppfe we flx^l b? 
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ioved by thofe to whom ive are not attached, 
and an injuftice to exad from them more than 
we can give- Nothing is freer than the heart : 
it will bear no yoke, it knows no rtiafler, hut 
love. Never fufFer your king to open hi$ foul 
to fofpicion» or lend his ear to informers : but 
4et hiTO defpife flandcrers, and confound them 
by the virtue of his conduft ! Auguftus wrote 
thus to Tiberiu3> ** Let us permit men to 
ipeak evil of us ; is it not Efficient that they 
cannot do it ? Does the power of God him^ 
fclf ftielter him from the blafphemies of thci 
impious ?" Let him permit others to leek ta 
divine his fecrets ; but never let him feek to di* 
vine the fecrets of others. Let him really be 
.What he would appear; then will he have nc^ 
intereft to hide, and will no more fear the ob* 
fervations of his enemy than the regards of hia 
friend. Siiipio brought into his camp with the 
fame confidence the fpies of the Romans and 
Carthaginians* Julius Csefar fent back Dotiii- 
tins, after taking him prifoner; defpifed Labi^ 
enus the deferter, though acquainted with hi$ 
fecrets; and often burnt the difpatchcs of the 
enemies without reading them, 

/ The title of fereniflime is given to kings, 
to teach them that their rank places them 
flboye the ft?t of. the paffions, and th^t tJ^cj 
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ought to be iaaccefTibletoali the tempefts they 
raifc- Nothing is more dangerous than a king 
who deceives; nothing more ridiculous for 
huhfelf^ or more fatal to hi$ fubje^. On his 
word is eftabliihed their hope and tranquillity, 
.Why (hould he be falfe whofe intereft it is 
that all under him fliould be true } Nor let 
him be iingrateful : for ingratitude deftroys the 
jvery finews of a ftate. He ought to refufc 
himielf to no one. Teach hirn that he is not 
bom for himfelf, but for the republic ; and that 
Jie is in his proper employment when occu-^ 
pled with the affairs of his fubjedis. He mufl; 
work for their happinefs, and watch for their 
preservation. There is. nothing more glorious j 
but nothing is more toilfome. It is a delight- 
-ful and honourable fervitude. Prompt to xe- 
compenie^ flow to punifh, a good king ought 
. to treat criminals as a good furgeon treats his 
patients^ with all the care and teiidernefs pof-t 
ifble> Ihedding tears for the pain he is obligc4 
to give. A king muft not punifli a guilty {ub^ 
jcift as he would a proud enemy; but evey 
•have this maxini engraved on his heart, *^ Cle^ 
mcncy and virtue affimilate to God." 

^ In fine, a king ought to ferve as the model 
ef his iubjefts* By hi* charader they ough^ 
t,p regulate their own. H^ is yefponfibl^ fqf, 
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all the crimes they commit after bis exampki 
X^et your prince be irreproachable in his manr 
B0rs» Teach him to deipifc li«ury, and tram-^ 
pie voluptiioufncls under his feet. Let him 
fufFer no debauchery in his kingdom, and, above 
all, in his armies, Horfes, books, and arms, 
ttefe ought to be his amufements ; war, peace, 
aiid juftice, his occupations. Let him read the 
lives of illuftrious men, that he may form him*- 
felf after them. He fliould confider them as his 
piodels and guides in the path to glory. Their 
great aftions will warm his foul, and fpur him 
on to the like. Q how glorious is that am-? 
bition that fprings from virtue ! You may 
prcfent to your prince a pattern of every vir- 
tue without going far. If love does not blind 
nie, I know no one more perfeft than that of 
his uncle, the divine king Robert ; whofe death 
has proved, by the calamities that have fol- 
lowed it, how neeeflary his life was to his peo^ 
pie. He was great, wife, kind, and magnann 
mous ! In a word, he was the king of kings ! 
His nephew can dp nothing better thin treac^ 
jn his Heps. ^ 

'You feel. My lord, the burden with which 
you are charged; but>a great man finds no- 
thing hard or weighty when he is lurohe is be-» 
loved, A* the he^d of your pupil's cqunfels^ 



the (fenfidant tif all his fecrets, you"- are as dear^ 
to'^im as Cbiron. was to Achilles^ as Achate* 
to jEnias, and as Ldius to Scipio. Complete 
'W^at you have begun ; love accbmplilhcs all 
tbing* ; he -who partakes the honour iliould 
participate in the labour. Adieu ! You are the 
gtery of our country, and of your own. I have 
faid a great deal ; but I have left much morcf 
pnfaid/ 

Petrarch made ufe of the fame courier to 
airfwcr a letter of Barbatus de Sulmone, who 
lamented he had not found him at Ronie whetf 
he went' to gain the jubilee, arid begged he 
would fend him. his Africa. ^You fpeak of 
our not meeting at Rome as a misfortune; I 
liold it to have been providential. If we had 
Baet in that great city we fhould have been 
more occupied with the arts and the fcicnccs 
than with our fouls ; and fliould have fought 
to^xM-hament our underftandings rather than 
tarpurify our .hearts. The fcicnces arc moft 
agreeable food for the mind : but what a void 
do theyilepfvcv ii> the h^ort, if thiey are not di- 
reded to their true and perfeA end! As tq 
mj Afn^Bi, if .it ever ites the day it flaall yifit 
you.; .butat has littiguilhcd of late through thi6 
pegligenee of its mafter, and :the obftacle^ o£^ 
(ortuqcy . n -' • c.. 
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*1 am now freed from many embarraflmehts, 
and my mind approaches rather nearer that 
point to which it ought to arrirc. I hopc^ 
however, to be always making iomc little pro* 
grefs, and to be leartiing foraething every day, 
till death cloies my eyes : at leafi, as faid a wiio 
old man, I will ftrive ib to do ; and what gii^e« 
me hopes I (hall fucceed is, the paffions ti^ 
troubled my foul have almoft ceafed to tDr-i 
ment me ; and I flatter myfelf irj a little time 
to be wholly exempted fyom their power. AdicWt 
my dear Barbatu^, if we ihould Gct be abl^ 
to meet in this world, we (hall fee oia^ anom 
ther again in tht; heavenly Jcrufalen^ T Avig*' 
Hon, i3S^. 

The pope's ficknefs detained Petrarch a Idng 
time at Avignon, and retarded the decifion of 
the greatefl: afiairs : it began about jantntnn, 
A malignant humour broke out in hb i^ce^ it: 
fwdicd prodigiouHy, and he was judged to bo 
in ^eiEt daxx^^ Intlie .month of December 
his ccxndition terribly aiaricned thoie who >2vere 
Intcrefted in him. He was a iittie better in 
January, and they profited by thi^ gleam of 
h^th to aflemblc th^ confiftories for neceflaby 
bufinefs; in one ofwhiph the affair of Najdcs 
i^as decided : but this was gtnly a &ife hope ; 
§nd we fee, by a letter of Petrarch to thi bifhom 



of GaVftJlloil, thftt h€ relapfed fooh afttf . Thi$ 
prelate went and paflcd five days at Vauclufe^ 
without acquainting Petararch, /who complains 
<^ it in a letter, as follows : 

* And Could you pafs five days without me 
in mj Xranfalpinc Helicon ? I was (o near to 
you, that had you wanted any thing eafy to 
procu«, 1 fhould have heard if you had called 
me. Why did you envy me this fweet con* 
folation ? I fhould complain bitterly if you had 
not compenfated your negligence to me by your 
Indulgence to my works, with which I find 
you have pafied the days and the nights. It is 
not conceivable that, in the midft of fo many 
|>oets, hiAofians,- philosophers, and faints, you 
ihould give the preference to my trifles* I owe 
this to your tender blindnefs for me. My 
houfekeeper tells me you had a mind to carry 
fiway iome of my books, and did not dare to 
do it without my confent. Ought I notfuora 
this to fear fome coolnefs on your part ^ life 
your pleafure, my dear father ! Do not 'you 
know that all I have is yours ? 
, *. I carried youjr letter to cardinal TaiUcrandi 
our matter* He thanks you ; and orders me 
to tell you he has long determined never to 
importune the pope for any advantage to him^ 
iel£ He is inacceffible to all inordinate de« 
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fire« : it is rafhcr to the tutu of'^U wittd thiti 

the grcatnefs of his fortune he?"d^cs'this mafif- 

tter of thinking. You know the public ncW^. 

The king of Sicily has at laft' 6bt£tined the 

crown he has fighed for fo long. Gdd grant 

that his peatcd with the king of Hungary majr 

be lifting. Our pope came back from death's 

door, and is feturned thither again. He wouM 

have been well long ago, if he had not about 

him a gang of phyficians, whom I look on as 

the plagues of the rich. Cardinal d'Oftie il 

this moment expiring i he has lived loiig 

enough, according to nature; but his death 

is a lofs to the republic' • '■- 

In the beginning of March the pope fenfi 

young man on fbme bufinefs to Petrarch. After 

inquiring about the pope's difbrdef, he charged 

the 'young man exprefsly to defire' the pontiff 

from him to take care of the phyficians, arid 

tecolleft the epitaph of that cfnpcror: ^ 

« 1 was killed by the rhultltude of phyficians/ ' 

The young man, who was extremely ignorsfnt, 
related what had been told .him in.a very dark 
and confufed manner; The pope, who higWy 
efteemed the fcntiments of Petrarch, fent the 
young man back to him, \tith'an order to ivritl 
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4oym rWjiat .was told him, . In gbddicnpc t0 
^is ordw, Petrarch wrote tlie following let- 

:./ ' Holy father! I Ihudder at the account of 
your fever ! Compare me not, however, to 
tjhoie flatterers whom the fatirift defcribes, who 
aiiq drowned in tears if they fee a friend cry, 
fpr who fweat when he fays I am hot. I rather 
j:efemble the man of whom Cicero ipeaks, who 
-trembled for the welfare of Rome becaufe his 
own was concerned : my health depends upon 
yowrs. I will trouble you with few words j 
confcious who it is that addrefles the divine 
ears of his holy father, and of the ftate he is in 
at prefent. 

^* I tremble to fee your bed always furround- 
ed with phyficians, who are never agreed, be- 
caufe it would be a reproach for the fecoud to 
think as the firft, and only repeat what he ha4 
feid before. *^ It is not to be doubted," as 
Pliny fays, " that, defiring to raifc a name by 
their difcoverics, they make experiments upon 
us, and thus barter away our lives/' We fee in 
this profeffion what we fee in no other. We 
c^^fide at once in thofe who call themfelve^ 
phyi^cians, though there is nothing fo daur 
geroys as a miftake in this matter : but a Eatr 
tering hope hides the danger.; and th/^re is no 
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kw for th^ ptmifhmeilt of extreme igaomnce, 
no example of i^venge* Phyficians le&rn their 
trade at our expencc : by the means of killki^ 
they become perfed in the krt of curitig ;' and 
they alone dre permitted to murder with *imi- ^ 

' Holy father! Gonfider ai your enemies 
the crowd of phyficians that bcfet you. It is 
in our age we behold Verified the prcdiiftion oi 
old Cato, who announced that corruption 
would be general when the Greeks fhould 
have tranfmitted the fciences, and above all^ 
the art of phyfic. Whole nations have done 
without this art, and were perhaps much bet* 
ter, and lived longer than wx do. The Iloman 
republic, according to Plioy, was without phy- 
licians for fix hundred years, and was nevcir in 
a more flourilhing ftate. But fince it is now 
decided that we are neither to live nor^dje . 
without them, at leaft make a choice from^ tl^ , 
multitude, and feledl not the man whq ca9 
^ifplay the moft eloquence or knowledge^ but 
who has the moft attachn^ent ttawarda you. 
Forgetting their profeffion, they iffuc from 
their retreats to make irruptions intothq; forcfts 
of poets, arid the fields of orators, Ivfore oc* 
<;upied with fhining' than with curing, they 
brawl round a fick bed, making a jumble of 
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tte di^i||hks of Cicei:o> and tte*apli6rifras o| 
I^pocratcs* The fickuefs increafes;. no m^t-r 
ler, if .^^y (wxecd, in, fine fayings^. and can 
gam a db^ilM^r ibr eloquence. To avoid the 
f^iiojaches your pbylicians might caft on me, I 
hive uttered nothing which is not drawn from 
Plioy, who has faid more of Ai$ profellion thaii 
rf any other ; and who alio writes thus, '* A 
piiyficiftn that has the gift of a fluent fpeech 
becomc^s the arbiter of our life or death." 

'The intereft that I take, holy father, in 
your prefervation> carries me further than I in-* 
teaded« I will add but one w^^ofd more : look 
y^ that phyiician as an afraflin Vvho ha$ 
iUore prate than experience, more noifc than 
wifdom. Say to him as the old inan in Plau- 
tus, '* Go about your bufinefs : you was fcnt for 
to cure, and not to harangue." Add to this, a 
good diet, and; above all, a cheerful mind, which 
h ^ever difcouraged. By thefc means, refloring 
yourfelf to health, you will preferve the welfare 
of your fervants, and of the church, which, 
while you are fick, mufl languiih and decay.' 

Petrarch pailed the month of April at Vau- 
dufe. Every thipg, particularly the fixth of 
that month, recalled to him thcremembrance 
of Laura. , 

* When I am fcated on my green enamelled 
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htak, when TUcbx the warbling of the Vifd^i 
the ruftliAg of the leaves, agitated by the 
zephyr, or the murmufs^ of 0^ clear ilreami I 
thijik I fecr I hear her, whom earth conceals^ 
and whom heaven will bring to lights From 
afar ihe anfwera to my figfas, and aiks me^ with 
kindncis, why I ihe^ ib many tears t '' Ought 
you to complain ?" ikys file. '' My death has 
rendered me immortal ; and my eyes, that ap^ 
pear clofed, are c^ned to everlafting light f ^ 
* ' There is no place fo favoorable to the 
ftate of my heart, or where I enjoy greater 
liberty, tn the:fe delightfiil valleys there are a 
thoufand hidden retreats formed for tender 
fighs; love has not in Cytherus, Gnidus, or 
Paphos, iiich delightful aifylums as thefe. AH 
the objefts around talk to me of love ! All in- 
vite me to love for ever ! 

' How often, trembling and alone, do I feek 
Laura in thefe fhades ! Bleft foul ! who doft 
enlighten my dark, and gloomy nights; what 
tranfports do I feel when you thus cheer me 
by your prefence 1 

' Oh death ! in^ one fad moment you burll: 
afundcr the bond that united the moft virtuotii 
foul with the moft perfcft form ! In one fad 
moment you deprived me of my aH ! I am 
weary of every thing around me : but Laura 



|»tics ; ^ fomeftittics Comes to my fSlieff. Ah ? 
cemld I paint h€f hCaVcilly attraftioirt^ could I 
exptiefs the fchatrtis' of her immortal mind, 
tfhen flic deigns to fcvifit earth, and confolcs 
me with her divine eonverfe, I ikonld move to 
compaffion t?he flinty heart ! 
' ^ 25epyhrus returns ; he brings with him the 
mlkt feafon, the flowere, herbs, and grafs, his 
dear children. Progne warbles, Philomela 
fighs, the heavens become ferenc, and the val- 
leys fmife. Love reanimates the air, the earth, 
and the fea: all creatures feel his Ibvereign 
j^ower. But, alas ! this charming feaibn can 
only renew my fighs ! The melody of the birds, 
the iplendour of the flowers, the charms of 
beauty, arc in my eyes like the moft gloomy 
deferts ; for Laura is no more I* 

While Petrarch was leading this folitary life 
at Vauclufe, the phyiicians at Avignon, ex- 
tremely irritated with what he had faid of 
them in the pope*s letter, inveighed furioufly 
s^ainft him. One of them, born in the moun- 
tains, and now grown old and toothlefs, think- 
ing it ilecel&ryYo revenge the catife of the fa- 
culty, caballed againft him, and wrote a letter 
ftill of the moft atrocibui iRveftives, in which 
Ke' threatened he would write phillipics againft 
Petralrch, more pointed than tbofe of Cicero- 
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of Demoilhcnes. ' I did not difcovcr ^t fi|^* 
fays Petrarch^ ' tlie author of this letti^rf: fikwfjli 
in the dark by Nifus, I feared left retu^n\|ig(it^f 
might hit Eurialus. . At laft I found ou^, it ys'^ 
the produAion of a mountaineci*.' ^; ,. , j^ 

At this time there was a report that the pmf. 
peror was going to enter Italy. Petra;rcbif)«rho 
was always Iblicitous for the glory of hi$ f^Vfir 
try, and had long wifhed for this even^, wr9j^ 
the following anfwer to an abl?e in^Jtaljr, ^^h9 
had informed him it was a falfe repoi;t ; ,^^ /.^,^' 

' I am forry to hear it. The joiiri^^y^wij^^il^ 
have been glorious to Csefar, and ufcfuj t^:(|i^^ 
world. But I believe he is contented t9^1jiT)^ 
and has no ambition to reign. .If he fliptg, hji(i^i 
felf up in Germany, and ab^ndon^^taly, J^ 
may be emperor of the Teutonsi, but.jie will 
never be emperor of Rome. It h not fuiprifihg 
that neither letters nor difcourfes have imade 
any imprcflion on him, when glory, the mqrit 
of a good aAion> and the fineft occafionoCun-' 
dertaking it, can have no efFeft. I fhould bo. 
fujrprifed and diftrefled at this news, if I had 
not learned^ by experience, that we ought not' 
to embarrafs ourfelves with the things of this, 
world, and that all done therein refembles a 
l^der's web. For what then fliould I grieve } 
I am only a pilgrim^ a traveller on earth } for 
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fiWr or ^ many years, as it fhall be' decreed. 
H¥fiin Idle, I (hall go to my own country, 
ltaiy*ivilT't)e always where it is, betweerj the 
'At^s^ aiid tfee two feas. If an earthly emperor 
denies itfuccour, it will meet with aid ftom the 
EiWj^^H)!- of heaven!' 

All' the world, and particularly the people of 
AWgAon, were dcfirous of feeing Petrarch's let- 
tiiVs. Thofe who received them were fo de- 
lighted" with their fpirit, they could not' help 
Ihewing them to their friends. As there was 
feein fatire in many of them, this raifed hini 
tStt^Aiieis ; and they accufed him of having at-f 
tafcked the authority of the pope, in his folicir 
tild^* to have the holy fee removed to Rome, 
(^ne of his friends, who had been the innocent 
taufe of thefe commotions, faid to him, ^ You 
arii V^ty hardy to* attack the phyflcians : do not 
yoii then fear the maladies for which they mult 
mtlft be confulted V ' I am not immortal/ rc- 
plfed Petrarch, ^ but fhould thefe difordei^ at- 
tack me, I expeft nothing from their flcill. I 
^o* not repent I have wounded them by the 
truth ; if this makes enemies, I fhall have 
ciK)ugh, orl muft keep filence for^ever. With 
rcfpeft to the holy fee, I know that Peter's chair 
was evfcry where with him, arid that it is at 
pr€lent^wh?f?ver his fucceflbr is found ;; thbu^I^ 
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there are places more holy and convenient than 
'Others : the mafter of the hoixie choo&s ttert 
Wliich pleaies him^ and honovurs that which he 
prefers ; the mifreprcfentations of my cenfurers 
never entered into my mind. I never prefump 
to prcfcribc the feat where the mafter of all 
places 0ionld be fixed. I have not drawn my 
opinion from4|iC flender fountain of the decrc-. 
tals; but from the iburce of St. Jerome ; who 
fays, if we feek for authority^ the world is 
greater than a city* Wherever the bifhop ihaU 
be, at Rome, Conftantinople, or Alexandria, it 
is always the fame power, and th^'fame plieft^ 
hood. What I iay, and what I have faid, is 
this : in v\rhatever place the <chair of^St. Pettf 
is fixed, it is honourable to be Seated in k/ 
Thefe afperfions gave rife to ibmc letters qf 
Juftification, which are called the invtc<iives of 
Petrarch ; and to a work folicitoyfly dcfired by 
the friends of Petrarch, and njuch more vrfuable 
than the former, which he flyled his ktter te 
pofterity, from whence many things i^ theft 
memoirs are taken, and which were negle<5le(jt 
by the formier biographers of Petrarch. 

At this time cardinal Gui de Boulogne loft 
his mother, the wife of Robert tij? fevcntfe 
coimt of Auvergne and Boulogne. This piow 
pri^cefs, after having been at; ^me tQ^in tN 
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jubilee, retired into the conreot of the Clarifies^ 
where ihc had a daughter who was a nun, and 
&e diedibcm after* The cardinal, who was ex« 
tremcly fond of her, was fenfibly touched with 
this jois, and received a confolatory letter from 
Petrarch, who m it mentions the great care of 
his mother from the beginning of life, and that 
file had even bom the burden of this belpyed 
{oa a mouth longer than ufnat 

The bilhop of Florence, who was then at 
Avignon, and ju& fetttng out for his diocefe, 
told Petrsreh he would J)ot quit the country 
till hp htd ictn the marvellous fountain of 
Vaucluie* ^ I Ihall be glad alfo,' added he, 
^ to behc^ fcu in your hermitage, and td 
judge iny^lf of the life you lead there. I an| 
^og to viiit the i»on>ii:ery g( St. Anthony ; a» 
I return you m»y depend on ieeing me.' Pe- 
^ascfa, who knew this prelate was a man of his 
word, and oppipditious in hi§ operations, madi^ 
hafte to Vauclufe to prepare for a perfbn of hk 
rank, and coUeded every delicacy the country 
SiS^rded- On (he d^y this prelate was ex- 
pelled every thing was leady. It ftruc^ 
twelve, but ijo biihop appeared. Pefirarcb, 
who had been at the expence of a great feaft, 
grew ve^y imp^tiipnt, ^nd in his agitsttioR 

3 
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" 1 '- 3?here is/no more faith in tkb wwld. >t W»c 
can <kpend on no dnc*: -thc^mwc 1 'fee, the 
more I feel this. Even your biflK>p> 6niwhom 
i thought I mighti fafely rely,* he deceivce me. 
Ho promifed to dine* with me to-'day* *l have 
done for him what I « never did for any one: I 
have put my houle into commotion' to treat 
him well ; a conduft quite oppofitc to my dhia- 
rafter. . He fears, no doubt, that he Ihall mceft 
with the repaft qf e poet ; and deigns not to 
yifit .the place where the great king Robert, 
where cardinals and princes, have been, fomc 
to fee th^ fountain, others, fhall I have the va* 
iiity to .fay it ^ to vifit me. But if I ^m un^ 
;Worthy to receive fuch a gueft, it feeras to m^ 
he is {till more fo for breaking his word/ 

While Petrarch was thus filently venting his 
•perturbations, he heard a great noife ; it was 
the bifliop, who was juft arrived, When they 
-were at table, the difcourfe fell upon Nicholas 
Acciajoli, the fenechal of Naples. The bifliop 
.told Petrarch he had quarrelled with his beft 
friend, John Barrili, one of the greatell lords ia 
^(he court of Naples. ' I am grieved at ^hjs 
.jfjua^rel/ fa^d ^he biihop ; ' you ^re tl\e ffi^n^ 
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of both, arid fl^otild fnake it tip betiBVCen them/ 
Petrarch undertook it ; and, to bring it to bea^, 
he tsrrotd »a letter to both united, which was to 
be only opened and read by them together : it 
contained the ftrongeft motives for their re- 
conciliation. At the fame time he wrote on^ 
to each of them in private ; which was kind; 
inlinuating, and tending to the iame end: Ho 
concluded by befeeching them to give one 
wholo day to the reading of that letter ad^ 
drefled- to both. The grand fenechal. had 
wrote to Petrarch that he would raifc a Par- 
naiTus to^^ him. bet ween Salernus and Mount 
Vciuvius. He replied, though he had already 
two, he would not refufe that he offered him ; 
fuCohfscr^ted 'Under your aufpices,' fays he, 
^'tthis new Parnaffus cannot but delight me/ 

All thcfe letters, dated the i?4th of May, 
135:?, were given to the bifliop, who took 
leave . of Petrarch, and fet out for Florence. 
Some months after he received anfwers from 
the grand fenechal, which informed him his 
ftratagem had fucceeded beyond what he could 
have hoped, and that it had brought abput 9, 
perfect jreconciliation. 

Petrarch obtained fgr his fon John, this year, 

. a canojjihip at Verona, . He might have pro- 

.CVfr54 biR> elfewber? a mor? advantageous ii- 
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tuatioa; but as this young man was at that 
critical age when the paiHons begin to UiifQl<I« 
be rather cho& to put him uu^r the care of 
bis two friendsji William de P^bengo and 
Eenaud de Villcfranche, both eilabUlhed at 
Verona. Hq ordered him to fet out imme- 
diately to take poiTefiion of this benefice, with 
the letters for his friends, to whom he recom- 
mended the young canon, and bcfought them 
carneftly to watch over his condu^* To Re- 
tmud he committed the improvement of his 
underftanding ; to William, the forming of his 
character, and regulation of his manners. Thi^i 
is the piAurc Petrarch gives of his Ibii iri his 
letter to Renaud : 

^ You well know the young man I fend you^i 
unlefs a fudden alteration in him fliould prevent 
it. You are well convinced how dear he is to 
me. It was his deftiny to quit an able mafter at 
a very tender age. As far as I can judge he has 
fL tolerable , underftanding : but I anj nojt cer-i 
tain of this, for I do not fufficicntly know him, 
When he is with me, he always ke^ps iilence ; 
whether niy pr^fence confiifes or is irkfome to 
him, I know not j or whether the ihame of his 
ignorance clofes his lips. I doubt it is the lat-? 
tcr ; for I perceive but too clearly his antipathy 
for letters : I never faw it ftrongcr in any cme^; 



lie dreadfif aftd diie^ nothing ib much as a 
kook: yet he has befen brought up at P&nna, 
^t Verotta, and Padua. 

' I fbmetimes dircA a i5?w &arp pfcafimtrics 
at this difpofition. '* Take .care^ I fay, ^ left 
you fliould cclipfe your neighbour Virgil !" 
When I talk in this manner, he looks down, 
and blii&es. On this behaviour alone I build 
my hope. He has modefty, and a docility 
which renders him lufceptible of every impref- 
fion made on him/ 

In the month of June, 135^?, the people of 
Avignon beheld a very extraordinary fpeftacle ; 
this was the entrance of that formidable tri- 
bune, Rienzi. We Ihall here relate the cir- 
^oimftances that befell him after his fall, and 
that brought him to the tribunal of the pope. 

After he left the capitol, he hid himfelf in 
the caftle of St. Ange. But, ftill in hopes of 
fome change, he got an angel painted on the 
walls of 4 church, with the arms of Romcj^ 
holding in her hand a crofs with a dove at the 
top, and titem|rfing under her feet an afp, a ba^ 
<(^&, a Hon^ and a dragon; and he went i^ 
diiguile tp behold the effc<ft this painting pror 
4uced. When he faw the people cover it witl^ 
Ij^^; b? ft>«»d his power was at an end : h^ 
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fet out the next day for NttJ^l^s, ^s^tth he at- 
,$4Tcd'in January 13^ • -The l<lng oP«vlrt^8»y, 
then mafter of it, received Rienzi kindly, with 
j^vhom he had Tome time Had 'ft ftf^ffet^fictre- 
«pondence. The ntfws of this ditttrWiSfl ttt^ 
|iope, who by his legate' dcfired t!h6 pVJHt?€^ft) 
fend to him that peiVeyfe ind'6x'c6Wmurf5fca*yi 
heretic. Whether ihi kirig of HUri^a'ty fedi^S 
ti? difpleafe the pope', or peiteivdd' tKal 'RMm 
was a madman not to be relied tt^oW,^ HH Aii?- 
fook him. He then went' over tof^dtfke' W^ 
ner, and dcfired him to xe-cftaiyfefW' hinrf'lt 
Rome ; but this did not fucceed, ' PfetctiviH^ 
himfelf abandoned* by alltfic worlds ahti'Wl^i 
put jrefp^rce, hQ wandered about Italy .fcfiibfiife 
time, and then rctitcd among tie hfeiinit^of 
MicHint Majella, where he paffed th6';^ear 1^49. 
Jn the year of thb jubi|ee, 1350, ^ht ^mikd^h 
d}%uife with the ftrfingers who Vent to Romfe, 
^nd fotmd that eity more likely to ^favour IXU 
attempts, from' the difordeiis thfet atgVm toHk' 
place ih it. Th^re wis a ftditiqn fuppbied'to 
.bef of hid raifing. A mob befieged the l^^att^ 
palafce; and two sjfro^s ^ere dtawtl upon"ht*fta 
from an iron' grate,^ bhd 6f ^Hich'^idt-ce^ 
through his hat, but did hbt Wotmd tfini. ''Tic 
t^rdh^l, who tnle^ that Rieri^i was at 'Romc^ 
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nftc^ tathe pope what he thought of this 
imltt^, ftnd ibnt hifn the arrow with hb lelt^ 

The : {lope .wl'ote to the legate to continue 
^e f^^pceedi&gs againft Rien^i; and^ if he could 
l^y hQl4 of him> to fend him to Ayignon : in 
the x]r^aa ivinc, to declare. him incapable of any 
offic<;^ .911^ to interdict hita fire and watei**: 
E|^Z4^ on thjis, was deternlincd td throw him-i 
f?^ op^ the prot?<9;ion of th? emperor Charles, 
thpvgK h^ had offended hirti when he was go- 
verqptai^.BiOme, by citing him to his tribunal ; 
b)^t |ip; believed this prince was too generous to' 
t^p rey^nge on an enemy who delivered him-" 
f^lf.^VP <f>^5,mercy. 

J^^^iSpt ou;t , therefore ffom Rome, difguifed 
«3 vih^ with the caravans of pilgrims; anil 
wcttt to Prague, where the emperor, who was 
alio king of Bohemia, held his court* He- 
went firft to the houfe of a Florentine apothe- 
ta^y, whom he defired to go with him to the 
emperor, to whom he addrefled this lingular 
ipeech: ' There is at Mount Majella a hermit 
called brother Ange, who.haa fent an ambafla- 
dor to the pope, arid who fends me to you to 
inform ydu, that till now God the Father and 
Son have reigned in the world; but that for 
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the future it wiH be the iioly <3h^/ - At 
thefe words the emperor dUcovered k'1^^ 
Rienzi; and replied, * I believe you arc the 
tribune of Rome/ * It is tmr/ faid Rlelizi, ^ I 
am that tribune whom they hav^ diivefi out of 
Rome/ The emperor fent for the ambaiTa- 
dors, biihops, and do€b>ts, and mad& Rien^4 
repeat in their prtieiice what he had faldV td 
which he added, ' The perfon icnt t6 the pope 
will ufc the fame language ; the pope will have 
him btntied, and he will be raifed again the 
third day by the power of the Holy Ghoft. 
The people of Avignon will take up arms^ and 
kill the pope and the cardinals ; and they wiU 
eleA an Italian pope, who will tranfport the 
lioly fee to Rome : that pope will crown you 
kiag of Sicily, and of Calabria, with a crown 
of gold ; and he will crown me king of Rome, 
and all Italy, with a crown of filvcr/ 

They made him write down what he had 
£iid. The emperor &nt it to the pope, feakd 
with his own feal j and had the tribune care-* 
fully guarded till he Ihould receive an anfwcr 
from the pope. As Rienzi v«^ accuied of he^ 
rcfy, the emperor, in reiped to the authority of 
the church, put him into the handf of the 
archbifhop of Prague, who alfo wrote to idxe 



pope to know hb irifl concerning kini t m th^ 
mean time he treated bis priibner with kind- 
aefi, bat took care to hare him well guarded* 

Clfment returned the emperor thank» foi" 

tlie inniportaiit ienrice he had rendered the 

chnrcb in ftopping this ion of Belial ; and de*^ 

£red he might be ient him under a good guards 

or takfr his tiial at Prague, if he choie it. Bur 

Eienzi^ when he heard this, demanded to be 

fent in perfbn to the pope ; faid he was reader 

to fubmit to his judgment, and to be punifhed 

if he was ifound guilty. He wrote for this 

putpoic a long letter to cardinal Gui de Bou« 

lognc, whofc immenfe bounty, fays he, I havd 

proved; and to delire that after his exami- 

tiation he might be permitted to take the habit 

of St. John of Jerufalem, having wifhed ever 

fmce his fall to confecrate himfelf to that holy 

order i my mamage ought not to be an obftaclc, 

added he, becaufe my little wife will become 

a rcKgious as well as myfelf. It appears by 

thi^ letter of Rienzi, that his wife, his children, 

his nephews, and his lifter, were hid at Prague, 

and lived upon charity. From the prifons of 

Prague he was bmught to thofc of Limoges, 

ind did not get to Avignon till this year. In all 

the places through which he palTed the people 

came out to meet him, and offered him dcli^ 
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vcrancc) to which he always aiiiWcwd, that h<r 
went freely and of bis owti acoofd to Atignoii/' 
His march had more the air of a conqu^i^r 
than a criminal. Petrarch fpeaks of it 'thus : 
' This tribune, formerly ib powerfu!, io lireai^ ' 
ed, now the moil; unhappy of meh, h% been» 
brought here as a prifbher ; I pgaifed and Lad« 
yifed hirn ; I loved his virtue, and I admined his 
courage : I thought Rome was going to refunae ' 
under him the empire flie formerly hridi; anLr 
that in exciting the emulation of Bkcrmtht 
ihould participate his glory. Ah ! if hc^kwi 'f 
continued as he began, he wpuld have faeaa < 
praifed and admired by all the world. This 
man, who made the wicked tremble^ and who- 
gave the brighteft hopes to the good,^ls^aome * 
before this court humbled aiid de^ifed.^»>Hb ' 
who was never fecn without a train of *he 
greateft lords in Italy, and a multitude of peg- - 
pie, marches now between two ierjcants S Tha 
populace run out to meet him, eager: to ice the 
man of whom they have heard {q much* * « 

' The moment he arrived, the fovereiga 
pontiff committed his caufe to three pcinceg o£ 
the church, to deteyjpine his puniflynanti > f 

' In entering the city, he^ aike4 i^ ' I ly^, 
there ? I knew not wl^ethcr he hoped m.fiw ^x 
for fuccour; or what I could do to fcrv^bii»^,^ 



f Jit:tlr .pwo«fii0ginift ihi w duerp accufe him ) 
of Qotiitfig* erimtoalfi thcgr do ftot eTen> impttttov 
tOihWiii^j^ihavia^^ioi^^ wiA basd men^ithei* 
abaml^ipiMg IJ^^4N»l)UQicwfey^^ th^fhanrmgifledr' 
ff<^ j^^yica^fply^whctt ]»e^ wi^t . ih»Te t lived 
an4 $IJi^4 tb««e.fiwi*h hf^iQiifV . 'Itf«6 his underrr 
takwgl jMt feliejwdli thfQPmeproaGh bim widi.f 
In»jii3tMMnd.^i?thAfc»tl»)^ to hid 

glaf)u»i<faat} the xepublic ihiould be firee^ and ' 
tbifeuit Bmmci CftAy theyllhould treat of thcaf^^ 
&iks \9£ '>lile ]i?epuUi^' * And is - this a crime ' 
y^mtiky ^futhe»4vheel« and of the gibbet ? A> 
Rmnn xitil:eti; aAiided to fee his oountry> 
whidh is ifigro right the miftrefs of the world, 
becomet/thei^ilerm of the vileft men ! This is 
thcifoiuidation 9f his charge ! It now remains' 
to be detftftniiicd what * as; the punifhment due 
to iUchi a crime. His beginning was glori- 
ous;^ n)>ut all lon a fuddenhe changed his con- 
duit « I ^K^rote.him a ievere letter on the oc** 
ca{i^^4i6' abandoned the good and delivered 
himielf ovw* »to the wicked, but of this he is 
notjfootfftd : whatever be his end, his bdgin- 
niilg isjcvtt to be admired. * 

ClcnMti<r 'was gkd to have 4lienzl ^n his 
po^lMar ;i he was brought befott ikftn, and did 
•ofr^djifieai^+be'ieaft difcoticertfed/^ ^He main- 
t»ip(f#<;hiit they accnfcd hind tmjtffffy of hcreiy, 
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Mkd demanded that his ca»fe fiundd be tt^ex.'* 
mined with more eqtnty. The pope made hiiti 
lio'taiweir^ and ordered them to put him in tbe^ 
prif6n ptepared fer Kim. It -was a high 1%yff^ 
k which he was fliuC tip^ failened bjr the fiydt 
with a c^hain whi^l^h h^^ from the top: 6t^ 
Ci^ting this he was treated with mildiie&^ And^ 
iuppiied from the pope*» khchen ; and the/ 
gave hiitl books> among others* Livy and the 
bible, for of thefe he was particularfy fornix 
We arc not told who were the three pfince^ 
of the church to whom hk caufe was^ commit^ 
ted, but it is iuflpofed they were the catfdma!^ 
of Boulo^Cy of Taillerand, and of £)eux. 

The crimes imputed to him were, dterwing^ 
aw^ the city of R^me from the dominion 6# 
tiie pope ; declaring it free ^ and pretending thaC 
the fights of the Roman empire refided ftUl in 
the people of Rome. Some faid he merite<t 
death, aad^ othets that be Ihould be deckre4 
kifamdus^ and incapabJe of traftfmittii% any 
eilate to pofterity. Rienzt demanded a judg^ 
ment According id law, and to be allowed an 
advocate to defend his caufe : but this was de- 
niefd hin*. Thiseofaged Petrarcbr who wrdte 
a long but ferret lettet to the people of RonfK' 
to do fothethihg in his favour -^ but it prodtttie^ 
no effedE. The contents of it wen^ (fliaa^ EottM^ 



dUght to be the monar^ih of the world, and the 
iAAtet of all human decifions. Rienzi, ai3 it 
htf|>pened, had no occaiion for it. His affairs 
chan^d oil a fudden ; and he owed hii^ {)re{er- 
ration tb a moft extraordinary circumftance^ 
%4iich Ihews the fpirit that prevailed in the 
oomt of the pope. It is Petrarch who informs 
as of it, in a letter to the prior of the Holy 
Apoftles. 

* I hive learned/ lays he, ' by the letters of 
my friends, it being rumoured at Avignon that 
Kienzi was a great poet, they thought it a kind 
rffacrilege to put a man to death of lb facred 
a profeffion; as Cicero Ipeaks in his oration 
for the poet Licinius Archias, who had been 
his mafter. I own I am overwhelmed with 
joy to fee that men, who are not acquainted 
with the Mules themfelves, Ihould grant them 
this lingular privilege ; and under the Ihadow 
of their name Ihould fave a man from death, 
odious to his judges, and whom they had 
agreed to find guilty of a capital crim«. What 
could they hive obtained more uhder the reign 
of Auguftus, in the time when the greateft ho* 
noursr wef e paid them, and they came from alj 
party ' to behioW this unparalleled prince, the 
mafljcr^^ kiftgs, and the friend of poets! I 
&lkit^t&^e Mtifee and Rienzi ! Heaven for- 

K 3 
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bid I fhoUld enVy hiih a name which ii o£ 
iuch fcrvice to hijn. But if you aik me what: 
I think ? I anfwer, that Rienzi is a very elo- 
quent man, fkilful, infinuating, atid a good oi»- 
tor, with few thoughts, but an agreeable ri-r 
vacity ill his compofitions. I believe he may 
have read all the poets, but I think he no more 
merits the name of a poet, than, he .would that 
of an embroiderer for wearing an embroidered 
habit. Horace fays, that t6 be a poet it is nojt 
ilifficient to make veriest and I even doubt 
tsrhether Rienzi ever made a fingle vcrfe ! I 
thought you would be pleafed to hear of aa 
event in which the life of a man was in danger 
becaufe he wiihed to fave the republic, and to 
learn that the fame man efcapes the peril under 
the name of a poet, though he never made^a 
finglc verfe^ 

* Virgil hirtifelf would not have obtained 
fuch a redemption ! For it is certain, that be- 
fore luch judges Virgil would have paffed for 
a forcerer rather than a poet/ i 

In another letter wrote to an abbe not nam-* 
cd, he {hows what a rage for poetry prevailed 
at this time in the city of Avignon. 

' Never wxre the words of Horace more cx- 
adly verified, *' Wife;ar ignorant we all write 
verfes !" It is a mournful confolation to have 
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fo many fick companions : I had rather be dif- 
ftiied alone ; T am tormented by my own dif^ 
orders and thofe of others ; they do not let 
rtic breathe. Verfes and epiftles rain in upon 
ttie every day from all parts of the world, from 
•Prance, Germany, Greece, and England. I 
do not know myfelf ; they take me for the 
jwdge of all human underftanding. If I an* 
fwer ail the letters I receive, no mortal will bd 
fo full o# bufinefs : if I do not, they will fay I 
am difdainful and infolent. If I cenfure, I fliall 
fee an odious critic ; if I praife, a naufeous flat- 
terer. But this would be nothing, if this con- 
tagion had not reached the Roman court. 
What do you think of our lawyers, and our • 
phyiicians ? They no longer confult Juflinian 
or Efculapius : deaf to the cries of the fick, and 
of their clients, they will liflen to none but 
Virgil and Homer. What do I fay ? Even 
labourers, carpenters, and mafons, abandon 
their hammers and fhovels to lay hold of Apol- 
lo and the Mufes. Do you afk why formerly 
poets were fo rare, and this plague fo common 
Jrt prefent ? It was becaufe poetry demands 
an elevated mindy fuperior to every thing, and 
ftcfe from the cares of this world : it mufl have 
ft'^fdul made on jiurpofe, which it is rare to 
to%et'!hritfe»>^ frotai whence it happens that thcr? 
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are fuch a number of verfifiers in the ftrects^ 
and fo few poets on ParnaiTus : they go tp tbc 
foot of the mountain, but fcarcely one afcends 
it. Judge what pleaiure thoie muft have wbq 
9ittain its fimimit, fince thole who only vie^ 
it at a diftance abandon for it their afF^^irs and 
their wealth, however avaricious they a^ ? I 
felicitate my country for having produced feme 
fpirits worthy to mount upon Pegafus, aad rife 
along with him : if love to it does not bUn4 
me, I fee fuch at Florence, at Padua, at Ve-* 
rona, at Sulmone, and at Naples ; every where 
elfe we behold nothing but rhimcrs, who creep 
^ong vipon the ground. 

* I reproach myfelf for having by my exson- 
ple contributed to this madneft.. My laurels 
were too green, and I am now tormented for 
my defire of obtaining them. In my houfcji 
wjd out of doors, wherever I fet my feet, ver- 
iifying frantics furround me, overwhelm me 
with queftions, brawl and difpute, aad talk of 
things which would have been quite beyond 
the ^im of Homer or of Virgil. I am ^id 
left the magiftrajtes fliould accufe me of having 
corrupted the republic. The other day a &-; 
ther cam^ up to m« in tears, apd feid, ''See 
how you treat m€, who have alv^ys love4 
you. You have been the death of mj onl^ 
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ibn." I was fo ftmck with thefc words, an4 
<he air of the man wiio ipoke them, that I 
temumcd £>me time motionlefs. At laf^, 
^covering myfclf, I replied, that I neither 
knew him nor his fou. " It is of little con- 
ifequence whether you know him or not," re- 
plied the old man ' '* he knows you too welK 
I have mined mydTeif to bring him up to th« 
iaw, and now he tells me he will follow no 
ftcps Iwf yours. I am thus disappointed of aH 
my hopes ; for i much fear h? will never be 
ipidier a lawyer or a poet." I fmiled at thisj^ 
find thofe who were with me ; but the old mai^ 
went away in grief and rage. Hq^ppily this 
contagion has not yet readie4 Vauclufe, the 
air of which is perhaps not yery fufceptible of 
Ibreigri impreflkms; there is only my fiflierT 
man, who, though old, advifes himfelf, as Per? 
fms fays, to dream on Pamaflus. If this deli^ 
lium fhould fpread, Shepherds, fifliermen, law 
txmrcrs-, and the heaSb thertifeives, will ruitij^ 
pate and bcHow out verfes/ 

In the beginning of Auguft 135^ the car- 
dinais of Boulogne and Taillerand fent by the 
pope's order for Petrarch : he obeyed the iiimT 
mons, and fotmd it was in order to receive the 
l^ccof feqrctary to the pope^ He represented 



ts6 THE LIFE 'OF boot: 

to his patrons and friends that he could never 
give up Uberty and Icifure for any: worldly "gain : 
* This wealth/ lays he, * would be ai real^mi^ 
icry: a yoke of gold or lilver would ndt be 
lighter to me than one of wood or of lead. I 
defpifed riches when I ftood in need of thiean, 
.and it would be a fhame to run after them now 
I can do without them. We fliould proporr 
;tion the provifions for our jpurney to the length 
of bur route : I am approaching the ejiad of my 
race, and ought to be more occupied with the 
place of reft, than the accommodations onrthc 
way/ To this he adds, that it would b^v? 
been more honeft, and more exculable, to der 
fire thefe advantages when he had a brother 
and friends who were indigent; that he was 
no longer in this fituation, his brother being 
a Carthufian, and all his friends de^d or wellr 
placed: that he wanted nothing at prefent; 
but, Ihould he once open the door to worldly 
defires, he Ihould want every thing. He there-^ 
fore with tears conjured thefe friends, who had 
laid a thoyfand fnares to gain this point> to let 
him live in his own way, to prelervc his hor 
nour, apd nqt to impofe a burden, the weight 
pf which would overwhelm him. All his re? 
prefentations and prayers were to no purpo^ j 
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•they dragged him to his footftool who, as one 

i^y^, opens the heUvens with his finger, and 

Jg6verns the ftars by the motion of his cap. 

^ * The pope, who loved Petrarch, and always 

' rec^feived him with pleafure, faid many obliging 

'things to him. He had always wifhed to at- 

^^ach' a man of his merit to his court ; and he 

thought k was incumbent on him to facrificc 

%is liberty for an office at once honourable 

'fthd advantageous. ' Single I ftood,' fays he^ 

'^ mfournful and difmayed ; my head was pre- 

'ftnted to the facrifice, when fortune befriend*^ 

€fd, and opened to me the door of liberty.' 

All the world agreed that Petrarch was well 
fitted to difcharge the employment to which 
they deflined him, for his wifdom and fidelity. 
They only reproached him with one fault, that 
his flyle was too elevated for the church of 
Rome. He thought at firft they meant this 
in irony : but his friends, and particularly the 
tardlnais Boulogne and Taillerand, afTured him 
that he mufl lower his tone, and not take fuch 
high flights. When he heard this, his joy was 
that of a prifoDcr, who views his priibn-door 
fet open to him. He was defired to write 
ifomething in a more ealy flyle : inflead of do- 
ing this, he ftretched the wings of imagina- 
tion to their utmofl <?xtent, that he might fbar 
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above every idea of thofe who wiihcd to ca* 
flave him. 

They gave him the {\xh)cSt. ' Though k: 
was not a work of imagtoation and pactiy/ 
fays he^ ' Apollo and the Mufes did me good 
fervice. Moft of thofe who read my conapo-ir' 
iition faid^ they could not comprehend a wQr4 
of it. Others faid, they fuppofed Iff rote iifL 
Greeks or fome other barbarous language ; 
they would fend me to fcbool at my age ^ 
Jearn a low and creeping ftylc. With Cicero^ 
J know but three ftyles ; the iubtime» ^hici| 
he calls grave; the moderate, which he cgjjl* 
twiddling ; and the firopk, which he caHs ex-* 
tenuated. In this age, fcarce any one has at*^ 
taincd the firft, and few arrive at the fecond ; 
the third is the ftylc of the many. They tell mc 
to lower my ftyle : that is impoflible, I aufwer^ 
becaufQ I am at the loweft already ; . lower 
than that is no ftyle at all* but a bafe and ab- 
jeft manne? of fpeaking : thup I am out of tlm 
difficulty, and roy liberty is preferved* I feel 
the pleafure more fenfibly^^ for h^\mg been oii 
the brink of flavery. I ^m delighted that pco» 
pip who believe themfelves elevated, h^ve cKf- 
covered that i flew beyond their fphere : J will 
pever more expofe myfelf to the fame peril ; 
p^othing Ihall ever tempt me; I will be ^es^f 

5 
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to the prayers of my friends, and confdt niyfclf 
alope in matters fo effential to my peace' 

Petrarch having thus efcapcd the greateft 
danger he had ever run, after having thanked 
C5od for his deliverance, fet out for Vauclufe, 
where he pafled the remainder of Auguft in a 
^lightful tranquillity, waiting with impatience 
for the autumn to return to Italy, Writing to 
a friend, he gives this pleafing account of his 
g:alm enciployments at Vaucluie : 

' Nothing pleafcs me fo much as my per^ 
£tA freedom. I rife at midnight, I go out at 
break of day : I ftudy in the fields as in my 
elofet ; I think, read, and even write there, 
I combat idlenefs : I chafe away fleep, indul- 
gence, and pleafures. In the day I run over 
the craggy, mountains, the humid valleys, and 
ihelter myl^lf in the profound caverns. Some- 
times I walk, attended only by my refleftions, 
along the banks of the Sorgia : meeting with 
no perfon to diftraft my mind, I become every 
day more calm ; and fend my cares fometimes 
before, fometimes I leave them behind me. 
I recall the paft, ^and deliberate on the future. 
Fond of the place I am in, every fituatipn be-? 
comes in turn agreeable to me, except Avignon^ 
I find here Athens, Rome, and Florence, as my 
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imaginalion defires: here I enjoy all my friend!?, 
not only thofe with whom I have lived, but 
thofe who have long been dead, and whom I 
know only by their w6rks.' 

The cardinal de Bofulogne fct out f6r Pferis 
in the beginning of September, to nfegociwe'a 
peace between the kings of France and Eng- 
land. Petrarch went to take leave of him, ahd 
tequeft his orders for Italy. The cardinal t61d 
him he fliould be only a month away, and He 
hoped he fhould find him at his return. He 
took with him his faithful Achates, Peter, 
abbe of St. Benigne. The cardinal wanted to 
procure Petrarch fome good eftabliflimeht iti 
France ; and wrote upon the road to defire hihi 
£o wait at leaft till he fhould have written to 
him from Paris, upon a great afFair which con- 
cerned him. ' I afk you, ■ fays he, ' only to 
Wait one month.' In obedience to thefe or- 
ders Petrarch pafTed September and OAober at 
Avignon. 

At this time nothing was fpoken of but the 
cruel war between the Geiioefe and the Ve- 
hefians : their lofTes were on each fide ex- 
treme. 

Petrarch wrote a letter to the Gcnocie, who 
\vere the vi^rs, tq induce thepi to peace ji 
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W/i-qpllc<3». together the motives, for their 
Pfuon i/vith the Venetians in a very artful 
mauler : 

^ I applied at firft/ fays he, * to the Verie- 
jM^yia my tneighboxirs : I thought it my duty^ 
A^iSL man» I cannot but be touched with the 
mi^erips. of humanity : as an Italian, I ought 
tff^ he^ f^^fible to the calamities of my country ; 
^a4 l believe no one feels them more4 I addreis 
y)qnj.vy:ith the more confidence, knowing with 
whom I have to do. No nation is more ter- 
rible in war, or more amiable in peace. You 
Wve conquered, it is now time to repole* 
Jn the heat of combat it is valour that fpills 
the blood of men ; but after it is over hu- 
manity Ihould clofe their wounds. There are 
aone but favage beafts with whom carnage 
fucceeds victory! Who can read, without Ihud-. 
dering, of a battle which lafted two days and 
one wiixter night ? Who can reprefent the hor- 
rors of it? The dreadful bluftering of the 
wind, the rattling of the fails, the clafli of 
arms ! The dafliing of the veflels againft one 
another, the hlffing of the arrows flying, 
through the darknefs, and the cries and groans 
of the wounded ! To you may be applied what 
Virgil faid of that famous night in which 
Troy was reduced to cinders 2 '* Who can paint 
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the Shocking cann^c which ihe covered withM 
her mantle^ or fhed tears enou^^to: bewail tiw 
blood fpilt in it ?" 

. * Refie6i at prcfeht that your enemies^ as \^ti 
^ yovirfelvc9> are Italians ; that yoa Weve once 
friends^ and that yoxir quarrel is only about 
tank and fuperiority* Would to God that, re* 
notincing a war which has fo flight a fotirt- 
dation, you would unite ymir arnls to puniih 
the perfidious inftigators of it, and then turn 
them to the deliverance of the holy land from 
the Turks. This would indeed be ufeful to 
the world, and to pofterity! Great cities in 
peace arc like thofe ftrong bodies who appeof 
healthy without, but have many internal ma-^ 
ladies, occafioned by a too long repafe* , Md^ 
tion and agitation are neceffary to cities as well 
as to men, to diffipate the bad humdurs thefe 
inward difeafes produce, and which are much 
more dangerous than thofe which appear with- 
out. This merits youi* attention : it is beft ta 
live in peace, when we can ; but when th^t ii 
impoffible, a foreign war is preferable to a war ' 
it home. r 

* I cannot reid the ftars ; but I venture to 
predid, that in foreign wars you will ah«ays 
have the advantage, and that you hate only to- 
'fcar interior enemies. How many exampplea- 



me thtte 6( citks whom noehing coxM hare 
dtsSkoiy^ hat wars with, one another ! Ya^ 
»e becoinmg a proof of this ycutfelvts. Re- 
coiled the tiiwe when you were th« moft 
flonilhiii^ of all people : I was then a child, 
and renieanbcr it ottlj as a dream« Year coun- 
try appcMcd a celeftial paradife : fuch forcly 
were the Blyfiah ficMs ! What a beautiful ob- 
jcft towards the fea! Thofe towers which 
rofe to heaven ! Thofe palaces where art ex- 
celled nature ! Thofe hills covered with ce- 
dars, vin«s, and olives I Thofe houfes of mar- 
h\e built under the rocks ! Thofe delicious re- 
treats on the ihore, whofe fand fhines like 
gold, on which the foaming waves, dafhing 
their cryftal heads, attraft the eyes of tht pi- 
lot, • and Hop the motion of the rowers 1 Can 
we behold without admiration the more than 
i^KHTtai figured that inhabited your city, and 
dl tht delights of life with which your woodi 
ind fields Abounded ! Thofe who entered it 
thought they were got into the temple of 
felicity and joy* It might be faid at this time 
of Genoa, as anciently of Rome, it was the city 
rf kings I 

^ You were then matters of the fea, and with- 
out your kaVe no dne dared to fail on it. 
^'rom thift happy period defcend to tht time 
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tcmpteik'm:>mi», -Qroilrf^s f'^'WllM'Viii^ 
focsnce^/rTiMU:/ tiMtitiM- ilfomp'iim IMA^sN 

rained t Thofe ihpeitt paltfces/fcicdhKPCfct? 
tnding-pdaces of. thkves/ilnitok 1$i<KiiiiEMIgdi»> 
WLtdi horror ihlkad of 'admit«tiol^|(^1ix^l|^ 
your cky> befieged by tt^'exiIe^^th^!tellb^^tH(|^ 
Spitiblason the fide of the <Tibbeiklj^»', 'affleftNfi^ 
by the Milattcfe, fuiftred'att t^ ^ttgue# df^VW^r- 
when king Robert, the glory of our ag^b^iWf^ 
came to its fuccour, remained bldd^edilf^ii/tit 
a wJiole year. ■• They fought (a J6h1iigiJntt-e^V* 
bte and unheard of belbre)4ioCjot^<^ JM^' 
attdfeaj but in the air and-und^r ^oiftRf^ *"^ 

* After this you were agitate*' fevert^*^eWB'^ 
by inteftine cominotions, having-"^ yi:demikSf 
but'thoft within- yolar walls-; tiff dtiilafl^firi-; 
fthiifled by p&ft mistfortuhes, yoti ttlfeftdrf a. 
chief, which w wndbiibtedly the befk {kS&Uitmy 
for a rej^Witf. . ' TM^ changed the face jof ykA^<^ 
ciVf' ; yont doQd$ W«er6 diiBpitedy your '<^sto:^ 
extingmihed, end 'pcuct, harrtiohf,'ehdJ4;iftlBt;f1 
we»?6'«tc^ftablkhedp •• i J • ;- ■oi^itii ^dj jm^ 

■•* YbU^afey•ridt^^'4itft<alfe tiM ^twMi^(^^' 
thld futhStre;'^ ? Theird' ii -Aft^bld proMiirb J^^fij^R •' 
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ti^ me^ imm hot <mmV" Yam tow)r feeovttf 

wkit fmm kmc kitt. Itou hxrc laimed fn^nct 
tifiukm» diat human f>tofperities ate ilip^ 
pay^ Mud -um^rtam^ axui that you owe ]rot»* 
niuifeftiiaea to iaterior di&ord. You begin as 
k wc^itQ Ure again ; take Care of thoie rock^ 
on.whk^ you have formerly fpUt. Be united 
among yourielves ; love juftice and peace ; and 
if you cannot live without war, carry it into 
foreign countries, where you will always find 
energies to contend with.-— Avignon, Novcta-* 
ber 135^/ 

A few days after Writing this letter, Petrarch^ 
tired with waiting for the cardinal de Bou-* 
log&c, went fccretly frohi Avignon, giving it 
but he was gone for Italy ; and be hid himfelf at 
Vaucluft^. On his arrival there he wrote thus 
to th< cardinal : 

" ♦ You ordered rtit td wait £oi you. You was 
to be abfent but a month ; but the grand 
moaaroh, who is attached to you by the bonds 
of love as well as of blood, the charms of Paris 
taid of the Seine, have tnade you forget yOiif 
premife. I am not aftoniflied at it. For my 
pBtt, the dreary city of Avignon, and the boif* 
tcrous ^hone, have detained me till now their 
prifoner: but, np longer able t^ fupport that 
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fituatioDj; I am come ito take r^Aige ifi my re-* 
tre^t, And wait yotir oomraaads. If you cou-^ 
^inuc at Paris, I ifhall foG© fct out for Italy, 
without bjidding adku to my friends, who will 
detain me •a priibner in that vile ^ity, from 
wlijence my fpirit takes its flight, and leav^ 
vaj body to its 6,tc^ The two nronths I have 
palled there have appeared to me to be years* 
The fervice you would do me is, I doubt xxot^ 
poiifiderable : your bounties are always fo. I 
truft my abfence will not hurt the interefit you 
take in ray friends : if you will beftow upoa 
them what you have deftined to mc, you will 
confer on liie a great obligation- I have 
enoijgh, and too much for the few years that 
remain of life : I wifli for nothing more. You 
arc tfe^ kindeft, the beft of patroui^. I flattear 
myfelf you will pardon rne, if I yield to ne- 
ceffity, to which the greateft kings have ftib-* 
mitt^. I have obeyed you ^ Icpng as I couW^ — 
Vauclufe, November/ 

. ^fjter having beefi fome days at YamcJbi^^ 
with npnews of thf^ cardinal, and defpairiflfg of 
^\s return^ Petrarch determined to fct oftt for 
Italy. The auturpn of this year was unc<wi'» 
iUQJiily dry;, it Jb^d not raided 6>r ie\^eral 
-months. Ti^e weather w^s bright ^nd ferene ; 
he thought he might depend on its coatiifu* 



ance ; * though there is nothing/ fays he^ ' we 
cm leis reckon Upon in winter/ He had in ali 
ills former journeys silways endured cxceffive 
heats or violent rains. 

He fet out the i6th of November with his 
Ibooks and papers, which he meant to tranfport 
ito his Parnaflus in Italy. He was got a very 
little way^ wheji the weather clouded, and a 
heavy rain came on. He was at firft tempted 
to go back ; but he took courage, a port being 
not far off, and continued Ws route. He muft 
pafs throu^ Cavaillon ; and he wilhed to ftop 
.there, to take leave of Philip de Cabaffole. It 
was almofl: night when he arrived : the biflbop 
)vas fick, and had concealed his diforder from 
Petrarch, that he might not afili<3: him : 'he re- 
ceived him as his good angel ; tears of joy ran 
down his face. * I am no longer in pain for 
myfelf/ faid he to his brother ; ' with my friend 
Petrarch health has re-entered my habitation/ 
He was ignorant that Petrarch w^,s going to 
Italy, and that he meant to reach Durance that 
night. When he was informed of this, he 
appeared ii) liich extreme grief,, and wa5 fo ur- 
gent with Petrarch to ftay ^t Icaft that night, 
that he could not deny him. it poured all 
night, which diftreffed Petrarch, who had de- 
figned to fet out early in the morning.; find h^ 
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fearbd for hif.^o^graod papiirsu Aftihufii )ac^^'A 
termine4 fW J(q?rving fthem twJiuidi ?tnd «^ 
pofipg hibifelC alon^ito t}^; iii^bBt^(»^4he 
w^athc^, tQ ;whickhe y{as.hardeiaifd.byicuftprti> 
wjjien an ainfor^rfceaobftacleailopptd hid>pb(i- 
grcfs. Some of the biihop s.fiaysttitBJtpldlhbiif 
that the banditti of the A^a 'vr^refitiocuie dt^ixrli 
to the Var on the fide of Nic^i anA laid^ejrci^ 
thing wafte, tvhich rendccbd .it impofli^Ttd 
go that road to Italy; ^nA tbis[rw^^^'BQ^ndc6h'd 
route, that before he Quitted IFlr^nte bfjiinight . 
pals through Montrieui to fep iki$ bf ^Jfeofi (m^ 
i-ard. The bifliop expreffed great jo^cat31ui 
txews ; he was periuaded it woulSC^tmibiAOolBe'' 
trareh to renounce his prpje<ftii iPfetrdrehekBaii-i 
tinned for fome time iripdbiistrl bui ^bo^ 
pcaicd fequeftfc cf the bilhopi-iandifche vihWifl 
rains whii^h continued and jr^rrdered tfacubaakl 
impaffable, at 1^ determined hirata-ftc^^oi^i 
retired to his chamber to deep fo^a?n!Ak>tt jjUrtii 
the rain had made way through<^th€f *bQf att^^ 
come do Wh tipott him . He rofe i)ieMoiel ^4 
faid matins; and then went kito^^ the ttiftfoj/s 
chambfef, whom he*&und dwake^ftcA ' '1 -^^J^ 
He fpent two niays at Cavaillofrty and the* 
fetitia part of^his fervahtsto Italy,' thfcf hfe^iii^i* 
be the mo;re, i?«;tired, and fet'Out hidif^ff fb#* 
Vaucluf€.,T'?hife ^^ipfip^niiagiiisl&ooks aM' 



': we l&^' flyB<fe«J ' ^hk i*t)i«fl:raiht art richii 
oripetee «iiii|ilfcrtyt^ "^htf line Weithcr retiirtil 
^J3ifftrmy*fep©ipte'wcre git too far' to be re- 
caHqtferK l){tife«bs;r fiyk^he, ^as if Providenc<5 
troiUdl'pi^nabfci)! qn ^1^ defiire to pals intd 
Itaiyh li«ffcn9W*betl!^r than we do what is for 
m^'^^aiif. ^hich i^ not always what is mo{{ 
agrotdHlo(^xDq)i!fdbrc$/ 

^ (Cetsapd^ p9(fe4- the reft of November a€ 
Vdi^tift4 ^and'^l the month of December, irt 
t4ribh^tft»W hji^)pencd an event that intereffed 
alilEutope; ^ ' ^ 

:Glom<int VL tvas forced at laft to yield t6 th6 
difeafo! wkirft^ had fo lotig oppreffed him ; ' hfe 
foigak0 fiud Petrarch, ' or defpifed the advice 
Iriiki/^iiiln him. The phyficians delivfercd* 
fafaacfroiit the ^Mibarmffments of the papacy by' 
iBi]^ropprfi-ciheiQii&s# and too frequent bleedings; 
IMiaijth^th'of Dtcember, 135a. VilTanr 
%feh©cdi^pfi «t liiagering fever, others of ^ri* 
ifefeisinftndjifcrtne ^d that he was poi&aedkfe^ 
Hi^jdliM^ .was «arricdv thfi:! n«« da)^ Jt^n tb^ 
church of N^ccJ Dame; where th6y^b6ft6wed 
^ri$ iSiuyeilj^:j)Qnjp£)us.fBiUK»ab ^' Vdrierte haVe 
l?Rf«iilbSfPJ»flbBiiJbiKterning:iJbfe priiiee. Vil-- 
\m ^^ft ()nl)r cdCihbifeuIts; nafld- the efccle- 
Mk?Jlcbi&oj%$fiJeOT64chPte|^ I^Jnot trar^f^' 
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lating tfie holy fee to Rome ; but others owti 
he v/as one of the greateft men that ever fat in 
St. Peter s chair ; and though he had faults, ke 
had likewife very great and amiable virtues; 
that he was too fond of women, but he go- 
verned his eftates in a manner that was a model 
for ail princes. One inftance of his influence 
over a foreign prince does him lH)nour. He 
ordered Cafimir, king of Poland, to fend back 
his miftreffes, and to be faithful to his wife. 
This prince refufcd at firft, but fubmitted at 
laft, and underwent the penance impofed on 
him. 

demerit had the pleafure of beftowing king- 
doms, and gave away more benefices than any 
one of his pfedeceffors. Nothing was fo pain- 
ful to him as to refufe a requeft ; and when 1% 
was not in his power to grant it,, he alwsya 
found fome expedient ta fend the perfons away 
not only contented but obliged by his heha* 
viour. He diftributed the treafures of the 
church with a liberal profufion, and expended 
eonfiderable fbms in ufeful* buildings, in mar- 
rying orphans, and in relieving noble families 
who had fallen to decay. Petrarch aflures 
us no one better merited the -name he bpfe; 
and his clemency was fo great, that a perfon 
-yvho had offended him grievoufly, halving pf?-» 
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fumed ^fictw^rds to aflc a favour of him, in-» 
iiead of revenge for his former behaviour, he 
inftantty granted his petition. 

CIen>ent was naturally eloquent, and ipoke 
tf^ithout preparation in a very elegant manner ;. 
his corrfHtorial difcourlcs, which are in the li- 
brary at Paris, prove this. jHe had a Cngulai' 
talent in conveying his fentiments ; they ap- 
peared the fentiments of thofe he converged 
with, whofe hearts he ciould move at pleafore. 
He delighted in peace and harmony, and as 
mnch as poffible ftifled every feed of war. He 
attempted to eftablifh peace between France 
and England ; he accompliflbed it between 
Hungary and Naples ; and was preparing to 
unite the Grreck and Latin churches, 

But Petrarch was never foitd of thi^ pope^ 
who was liot an Italian, and who had comM 
pleted the palace of Avigntyn inftead of remov* 
mg the holy fee to Rome.' A few days after 
his de-ath he wrote to the Hihop of Qavaillou 
as foHows : 

' * I fend yott three natural euriofities of a very 
different kind ; a goldeil fifli with filvcr fcales 
called turtura ; my fifherman's fbn tock it iii 
the beautiful water of my fountain. The fe- 
cond is a flat drake who has been long an in-r 
tvq.bitant of its banks ; neither the air nor winter 



third is an epiftlc which I have fiflicd irf^f 
WiilPth^ifiets^c^ ftif «iUha?tdlitW©>ftau*6^Whcrc 

Itrddubiifjthidjwati tttoteqqttbe tfiokiof Jeda^i^, 
ifaaiNrc:iK»tefaiJiho0ebis>:> it : ibi^ ipci&nftiSnnfi^a^tt 
JthmKiiiilpiloatepiaiad ittud it^adititlH w4 ilibfjl 
fee what God or fortune Ihall dorifogj^^.ni^I 
WAlW .fh0»ivitt(taififii. Other )pflTfqftbJjaV>viU 
judge by that of my confiderMJe/i.:fnf.4 oj audi 
M Xha)hyhilpicfH3a««Jfen:.i5eteriii^ aA 

iiutefd'Pc«rai5ci»4t^ga5r^.4fu«ii.^^ pk^^ije^.r rf^I 
am ddightedy replied icelp f ray jktte^r ^^ 
pleav^dyou, ^liind I tiike)itbstte]?icufcw i^JJMS 
^tibed yaurfirfS«ge.^'^k is addfeffMb^fjow^, 

\4dc.^^ I^feiid 3^tf>W^€c^id»k«teit<5itiie:Kiojg^ 
<>f Padiia, v»n the dcftth^f Ilcfeb^indiosir bHfaop^ 
Hfo^ virta^s -We^e kbo*e ' iAici higbeftf^ pf?ij6r< 
lCQmpai^;this letjte^' with ihkt ;hfen6r)flefljcfd*y> 
'^fld>le€^ if* my-^ftyle<k^tfS' jtfojwwl fe&:)^abSt;e4? 
'6eftftire.'i'THfe iku}ts'thafcyowwiUi.£i|;!*Jafi:^ 
Nttt* iflyfelf>> ^rid* rtiyiexcelkrtcies tor^thcaatuafc^ 
Hhd 6il:ge#s ; fer'-^ih^CrUtii it isiafileai^tQ/$»^fc 



/^rjfioobofithe; flodfe/ eoi^fkiedi to H^tmik^by 

SAfa&f^ui&^ieakd fbf l:be foft and vain'*glQvlQiis 

^iifaoDbait helod, ib oppo£te to tlu3> Mcotidudbof 

^tUeb|«lmltrira:£ll^ri&iaiis{ and he threateas^iirii 

litM: htt Mader^wiU fi>on cpme and call him tti 

^an account. / .- » 

! 'Cldtoent) uadcr the name ©f Mkian, replied 

ihus to Pamphylius ? ? r , • 

k ^Jfo ^bnc :caft hotnote^ chi]iliiK:a[dd)iavere 

^than^^N^are : but know, it is eafioBitoSbanfum 

the ^m*rinejs.of others, than t(ii?jiiftify ones 

6W». V tJng»a.toful traitor ! Hive iiot jowi ^tt 

maiiof(biitMstA^Tj ^nd ahm^T^ y<m floofe. 

^"Wr^ pcr&outipn. i Di4 thfi AqpI^ glK??) .t0 

9¥^bcaifci l5y Jefw Chfiftj* ever fuffer mpre t^fip 

^ndur youiB iNot a valley in Rome Jjuf jou 

fctore^ fitted with bloo4. * I Ihould be aftiame4 

K^^Utaul tiie* .forty Jife tjn nnhkh yon ghry. *' i 

^havci-diieftfii full, of. monpy;" tru^; and can J 

^dto;Iibbttte^ than*' make uie of jit focthe iweets 

^ttiiAiCMLvcnicnces.of life?. I wPWid choofe my 

%0^e;^the church, flbould be, adornicd ; t^at jat 

Hertoikt>Siho;iki be fecn tb^t fine Jogking-gJ^f^ 
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prefented me by the (hcpherd of Bifance ; an^ 
that every one Ihould know her to be a queen. 
I win not lead my flock as you do among 
thickets and rocks, but into fat pafturcs^, I 
would have them want for nothing, and enjoy 
every thing. Heaven forbid that I ihould be 
fo cruel to feparate the he and flie goats, the 
bulls and the heifers ! They were intended fot 
companions to each other. Your threatening^ 
give me no concern ; the Mailer I ferve is gcfo^ 
as well as powerful.' 

On the death of Cleraenty the cardinals felt 
the neceifity of making fome reformation in 
the Roman court: and to do this, they caifc 
their eyes on John Bird, the general of th^ 
Carthufians, for his iuccciTor. He was a Li^ 
moiin, famed for the fan<ftity of his life, and 
his zeal for the glory of God. No h^imaa in- 
iluence aiFefted hira : he preached repentance 
with power, and he wrote to princes with the 
utmoil freedom to exhort them to reform their 
» lives. The cardinal de Taillerand was alarmed 
when he faw them inclined to fuch a^ choice; 
< What are you going to do ?' faid he : ' do not you 
perceive that this monk, accirilomed to govern 
Jinchorites, will oblige us all to live like them ? 
be will make us go on foot as did the apoftles^ 
ftnd our fine borfes he wiH fend to the plough^^ 



ir, *ETftAfe6H, i^^ 

The cardinals were embarFaffed, and the elec- 
tion would have been fpun oiit ta a great; 
kngtli, had not king John of France arrived at 
Avignon to produfe the eleftidn of a prelate 
devoted to him. This haftened their choice, 
The cardinal de Taillerand, who had the great- 
eft intereft in the conclave, carufed it to fall 
npon Alberti cardinal d*Qftie, who took the 
name of Innocent Vl. He wad bom in a vil- 
lage of Limoges, of parents little known. This 
pontiff owed his elevation to the reputation he 
had for integrity and a good life, and his ca- 
pacity for reforming the Homan court by his 
example ftill more than by his laws. In ef- 
feft, fbon after his ele^lion, be iupprefled the 
ifeferves of benefices, fixed bounds to pluralities, 
6bliged the incumbents to refidence, and dimi- 
nifiied his table and his train ; an example thq 
cardinals made no hafte to follow. 

Petrarch was not much pleafed at this elec-.* 
fion. An old ignorant cardinal, but a great 
civilian, maintained that Petrarch was a magi- 
cian, becaufc be read Virgil, and he had per- 
foaded cardinal Alberti to think fo too, thqugh 
lie had been profeffor of the canon law with 
foccefs in the univerfity of Tholoufe. He wasi 
6 man of good life and little knowledge, fays 
Villarii, 



c^^c^^ffcr, 9?c ^ du}j;^4, gfwiny wftfeiiwho bj» 

l^/qur„TFfv^l^,^J)B:pp^f the-wrottg* I did 
Hi4\, j^tt^ Jijcyftpj^an pj^wfs .wmii. the 

Ii^^j^cqif^,, ^hc qai;fft|ials dQiTwUerand Sftd fiiw 
lg|g>^" yTotc ;to .iRetrarch Jt^i^jl; he,^fl|fl:icoit««r 
inT^edi?i^pj,y tOilii^ Jiv&^jfe^t^^^ ai>d, c«5q;)ltfP«Rfe, 
hippi^upqi^^bis (;3flt;atiop. ; .Pf>riffch>^ 'ofiffwc 
fc^rj \i\^ fi,^ the., cardinal, dft,T^HeT?n4.'^twbQ: 
amufed. hJrp/eK witji, joking^^i^rclv.^wKfer^. 
tyip on ^ his pQwerjijOf magic. •, Wfeat«jf©fti?«^.- 
pijij^nance he had, Petrajrch tJ^oiug^ it .neGeffMy^ 
to Qbcy thc^e, ordewf b^t bis. chief, i<^Q§|t]i 
vras the: lejaying hi? faithful fi|h[e^p^f%,t5^§^' 
was falleij licl;. . Sopn aftfr h?-, got to. j!^*^gi^fl^^ 
one of his {i^p(axiti» whom h^j^a4,.lefi5fftt^gj}3(, 
Qlufe t^ takp cpe.of his belovjcd fffi^de^fia^^^^j 
poft to, i^forrn, him Ji? was 4ea^ ^^ .fftf^^ 
inftantly t^ the t\YO ?ardi9^s ,aft. ftjfUqiyA : ( 3 „-. 
/'If ;feegulus, t^he terror of the Cptbagin^ffls^^ 
bein^'ijp Africa,, and^ch.a^gc4 Tvith.an.imFPir^fiftj 
iiegqciatiorii blMflied ^tiqt tp^^ik ,|ii$^difn)i0i(^ 
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adtbs of t^iety' bad' iahfli ^ t^ feif^ ridt '^^M-fHi 

'^rCtoMtiftiue t^ 'WoA f<^r therepai]^, flie'ib^- 
tekJd c»€ ^.J^oui"fii;l^l'* 'He'^el'd of ^agfllb^ 

ochiV:'fc^tg^ ^Africa, and' <iottimahclli^|Vi^K" 
fudccfs iii«{^ift,'aiked his diftrfJlfiJri altU; 63^"^ 
caufe'his-dati^et had n8 J)ortibh. I am m^ 
tlicsfkM^ ^Jiffe' at ptefent ; nhy B^bltry, whlcfi'f' 
cdftfla^r as' iWy 'daughter h^s Ibft'ltsfneVld'.' 
¥fiat'hiftic-toan; whbtn reah'iiefer lament as* 
h^^'defetfVtt, Hid rtiorfe prudence knd e\\i{ uf-' 
jbrffflty'th'ahis* often to be' folind \ti't^^^^ 
befides ^!iis, he Was the moft faiihnif'anim4 
thiS'the- cfarth ever produced : 'to him It con- 
fidfed rtiy 'books, and all that was' niott' dear to*' 
me. t w'ds abfent thfee yeafs'Trom v auclule ; 
at my iwitn nothing was wanting, nor a lingle . 
tUlrig 'dirtfebdd: '■ He- coMa^'iik Vead,' '^ul^c' 
loved letters : he preierved with extreme ^are 
te'Jf'(fh<iifce'ft1)6oks,'i^hicli ie^Uh^'irom being 

wg Aii^ftiniya ti'th^'iii, a^k; w to ;^ftin-; 

gviUfe &y'\^c>rks frona'thofe' of t^e ancients.- 
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When I g^vc a book to his ore, he expreflc4 
great joy, amd preffed it to his breaft with .9, 
figh ; ibmetimes he named the author in 9 
whifper. To behold hioi at thi^ xnomeut, ewe 
would have thought that the fight or the touch 
of a boolc rendered him wifer and happiejr. I 
have fpent fifteen yews with him, and confided 
to him my mofl fecret thoughts, as I would 
have done to a piieft of Ceres ; and his breaft 
was to me the tempie of faith and love. I left 
him two days ago Sightly indiipofed, to obey 
your orders ; his old age was found arid vigo- 
rous, aiid he is dead. Yeftc/day he died, ask- 
ing for mc continually/ and calling upon the 
name of the Lord. .His death afFcAs me ex- 
tremely, but I fhould have regretted him fi:ili 
more if his age had not foretold that I muft 
foon have loft him. lUuftrious prelate ! let 
the man depart who is ufelefs to you, but of 
very great importance to his field and to his 
library.* 

Petrarch obtained the favour he xlefired 
without much difficulty ; and it was not pofll- 
ble to draw him again to Avignon, notwith- 
^andin^ the folicitations of the cardinals, of 
his. friends, and particularly iiis dear Socrates, 
to accept an eftablilhment in the court of the 
pope ; to the latter of whom he wrote thus : 



* X am content^ I have enough for lii^e, I have 
put a rein on my dcfires, and I will have no 
more, Ciiicinnatus, Curius, Fabricius, Regu- 
h}Sp after kaving fubducd whole nations, and 
led tings in triumph, were not fo rich as I am. 
If I open the door to the paffions, I fliall al- 
ways be poQ^. Avarice, luxury, and -ambition, 
know no bounds ; but avarice, above all, is an 
UnfathoHiabk abyfs, I have clothes to defend 
me from the cold, food to nouriili me, horfcs 
to carry me, a clod of earth to lleep on, to 
walk on, and to cover me w^hen I die ; what 
more has the emperor of Rome ! My body is 
healthy ; fubdued by labour, it is the Icfs re- 
beUious to my foid. I have books of all kinds ; 
they are my wealth ; they feaft my foul with 
a voluptuoufneB which is never follovs^d with 
difguft. I have friends whom I confider^as my 
greatcft treafures, when they do not kim to 
di^ive jne of. my liberty. Add to this the 
greatcfl: fecurity^ for I have no enemies but 
thofe cxcated by envy ; and I .am not perhaps 
forry fof thofe, though I de§)ife them. I reckx>» 
iliil in the number of my pofleflions the ap- 
probatioa and kindnefs of aH good men, even 
of thofe whom I have neyer feeu. . Thefe arc* 
riches which yi^n may deem ipovcrty ; I believe 
you do : but hy what means would you iaa\e 
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me gaiti othefs t Hy kiidii^ Out to n&try; 
hf treading on the feas ; bj bhiWliii| tt tha 
t^r; by the iaie of nljr tongue ana of m]^ 
ix^n ; thus fktiguiiig myftH liuxffkntij to tMM& 
thofe treasures 1 ihould ptt{ttft with ifiqiiie- 
tude» abandon with regret, and which toodiet 
Would diflipate in extrdvagante ? In arte WoM, 
-what do you require of nic ? I am rich enough 
for my oWn fatisfadioh ; mu(t t alio vppt9t 
rich for the fatisfadion of ofhcM ?'' In fd6t, U 
it not my owh affair ? Docs any one confult 
the tafte of another ih the food he is to ^tttf 
Keep then for yduf fclf your manner «f think^ 
ing, and leave me to mine ; it cah irtvrtr be 
ihaken^ for it h eftabliihed on fblid fbutida^ 
tioiis/ 

Giii Settinio diftreffed I^etrirch tridre thatt 
any of his friends concerning this niatter ; hi* 
lempet wis naturally ambitious, and he had 
conftantljr adhered to the court of the popei 
• He loves petfons of nlerit/ fays he. ' I vrlfh 
it may be fb/ replied Petrarch, * but this is no^ 
thing to nle ; if the pope loves only fuch, he 
loves a very few, and I cannot flatter myfelf 
with being one of them, though I would ^e^^ 
fer this honour to that of being pope. 

Petrarch paifed all the winter at Vitucluir, 
Where he was like a bird upon the branch ready 



tlicbliiUdkv&ig»flQttei].tQ(!<)iif)ift i4>f bis friepj!}s,h>:^,^({i 
* On whatever fide I turn rtiy eyes I find fip^i 

tQ.tto^T^lllfffiviicQfldsifoy.i canpo|i,<dj^ii|H2Jj^ ^, 

piHK^jflthe m^4f d^ffA^e^ fey^WVi? 4^)Pq« 
th«jttocgi4)pifefe<p«^e^lji* !M«,f»pf^.lc*»jel(ip4t; 

is'i^;»(|ttny^j^r«b.tht:)«l*> b^t^^e(i^Ti(tWki 
zr%9i^^SkAr. }hh|0od3eynpiitii|()U0(kfifilMei^iy.f 
tWe they.A^iK^^cM'ikhd^e«eripiifiieftif)^iir>t 
bei%H?ldii# l«niklB(ik7>iiiidiibto%i^ tl^tfiotls'^r 
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there they freeze^ here they htm : here is a 
dreadfiil folitude, there aa importunate mul- 
titude ; thefc men au* a prey to favage bcafts^ 
thoie to the deceits of one another : it nm& 
ht allowed, that a iituation of eafe aitd traii- 
j quillity is not to be met with upofi earth/ : 
Petrarch fet out for MontrieuH the fevcnlh 
of April 1353. When he wa^ between Ave 
and St. Maximin, he met with a company of 
Roman ladies, who were going on a pilgrim- 
age. By their ^ir and gait he diflinguiihcd 
at a diiiaiice their country and their bifth^ 
Drawing near to them, and finding by their 
language he wa$ not deceived, he flopped and 
politely aiked them from wheiMie they came^ 
and whither they were goirtg. The found of 
an Italian voice fpread joy through this little 
company. The bldeft of them anfwered/ 

* Rome is our cotmtry, w6 are going on pil-* 
grimage to St. Jamiss. And yoti, fir, are you 
a Roman, arc you going to Rome ?' ' I am 
not going there immediately,' replied Petrarch, 

* but my heart is always, there/ 'I'bis anfwer 
infpired the pilgrims wit4i confidence; they 
furrounded Petrarch, and replied tp a thoufand 
qucftions he aiked them concerning the flatc 
of the republic. They told him that John Ce- 
roni had refigned his pofl, his tiature being toa 



quiet for the Romans, who wcrfe difgiifted with 
a uniform goyemmfcnt ; he retired thterfeforc to 
the c^k of Abrufczc; The nobles oil this efta- 
bnflied the ancient form of government, and 
naitied two fenators taken out of the houfes of 
the Urfini and the Colonna, and thefe were in 
^tdce wheii Clement died* Soon after they 
acc^ufed them of buying up the corn in a time 
of dearth, to enrich themfelves. This enraged 
the people, and they befieged the capitol : one 
of tliQ fenators fared himfelf by efcaping at a 
back dOor, the other was ftoned to death* iThis 
happened in February I353» After this ac- 
count, t^etrarch inquired after his friends, par- 
ticularly concerning Lelius. ' Hpyv does he 
do ? In what does he employ himfelf r ^ We 
left him in good health,* they replied ; ' 'he is 
very happily married, and his wife h^s brought 
him fome fine children.' Petrarch then afked 
thefc ladies if he could be fo happy as to fervc 
theni in any refped. ^ Every thing/ fays he, 
jn a letter tp Lelius, ' urged me to inake them 
this offer, God, virtue, their country, and 
their love of you. I wifhed to divide with 
them the flim I had brought with me for my 
journey : their anfwer was, " Pray to God that 
our- journey may be fiiccefsful, we afk only 
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^is of you.l' ^ This reply delighted, but it did 
not fujrprife ii^e. I pcrceivod in it the dignity 
and dHintereitcdnc^is jof Roman lac^es^ differ^ 
ing in this refpeft fron\ ^omcR of all other na- 
tions, who, {q far from refuiing what is offered 
them, requeft with importunity whsfct they, 
have been refufed/ Petrarch, charmed with 
the difcourfe of thefe pilgrin*?, , Yj^ould have 
parfed the day with them, but they w^ bent 
6n haftening toward their pious r defi^, aud he 
was alio, eager to behold his brother. ' WhUe 
our difcourfe lafted,' adds he, * I believed my- 
self at Rome conVerfing with Cecile, , the wife 
of Metellus, Sulpitid, the wife of Fulvius, 
Cornelia of Graf chus, Marcia of Cato, Emilia 
of Scipio Africanus, and all thofe famous he- 
roineis who were the glory of ancient Rome. 
t)r, to fpeak tnore fuitably to our age and our 
religion, 1 thought 1 faw thofe holy virgins 
who ipade fo diftinguifhed a figure in our 
Chrlftiananttals, Prifque, Praxcde, Prudentiane, 
Agnez^ &c/ . 

Petrarch arrived at Montrieux the :?oth of 
April 1353. His prefence rejoiced this fa- 
crcd houfe. Gerard was confidered as its fe- 
coud founder, and was become a perfecft an- 
chorite, difengaged from every thing upon 
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earth ; coniifumBiate in piety, and longing for 
the joys of heaven, f I bluihed/ faid Pe- 
trarch, ^ to behold a younger brother/ wh6 
was formerly my inferior, now rifen ib far 
above me. At the lame time, what a fubjed: 
fef joy and gloiy is it to h^ve fueh a pious bro- 
ther!' 

After eonvcrfing about their old friends^ and 
what had happened to them fincc their laft 
interview, Gerard acquainted his brother with 
the melancholy fituation which Montrieux 
wafs in at prefent. Thefe good monks were 
perfecutcd by fome neighbouring lords, who 
had made frequent attempts to pillage and 
fuin theiT order. Charles 11. king of Naples, 
and count of Provence, king Robert, and a bi- 
ihop of Marfeilles, whoJoved them, had pro- 
tefted and guarded them frpm the infults of 
thefe petty tyrants.. ^ Th^y are worfe,* fays 
Fctrarcb, ' than great tyrants; the laft are 
commonly generous, and give with one hand 
what thfy take away with the other; but 
the former are famiflied harpies, wljo the 
more they have, the mor^ eager they are to 
devour/ 

On the death of the bifliop of Marfeilles 
ll^f? Jioftilities were ren?we4^ and that church 
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had at its hdad a tyr^t^ 'VKhoiit troops vrerc 
cncataped neiJr tha Inonaileiy* When tht 
hoiy monks before break of d^f wtre iingiitg 
the praifes of God, a ihepherd all in tears came 
to infbrm them thi^y had robbed hitn of his 
ilock ; when they were renewing oh the altar 
the memory of their Saviour's paffion, a fright** 
^ned tenant came to acquaint them thata drove 
of cattle belonging to the tyrants rav&ged' their 
vihes> their tneadows, and their gardens ; ^hen 
they jnft began to tafte the confolation of that 
(hort fleep their laws allov^ed^ they were awalsr 
eried out of it by the cries of a fervant, or the 
iacriftan, who were attacked and b^ten by 
thefe banditti. With difficulty they had fav- 
ed their books^ and the ornamfents of their 
church, from thefe robbers* Such tvas their 
fituation when Pettarch came among them. 
He could not hear this account of their dif- 
trefles without tears. They begged he would 
intercede for them with the king and que^ oC 
Naples, that they would be ple«fed, after the 
example of their predfeceffors, to pjote^l their 
houfc, and to fend them a gUard to defettd them 
from thefe infults. Petrarch wrote dirfeiStly tQ 
2Jcnobi to defire he would implore the profec^ 
•tion of the grand fenechal, who loved t^ia of^ 
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dcr ib much, that he had juft built a fine 
houfe for them new Flqrence, ajid he cxpreiTcd 
to him m the moft afie^aiog terms the mifcry 
of their fituatioij, ^. 

The Carthufiao^, hoping ^11 things from the 
credit of Petrarch, contrived every method 
moft grateful and obliging tp exprefs their 
acknowlfidgiperit for his letter, and their at- 
tachnieat towards him ; and, when be left 
them, Acy went with him as far as they dar- 
ied, and fhed many tears at parting. Petrarcb 
returned to Vanclufe, find prepared foqn af^ 
ter for- his journey to Italy. He received froni 
all parts the moft feducing propofals of efta- 
bliibment. Nicholas Agciajoli prefled him to 
fettle in Naples : many things fuited him in 
this kingdom i ^e beauty of the climate, and 
the friends he had there, who promifed him 
the traiKjvfilJity he wiflied, and were perfons 
9A whofc word be could rely ; but the air of 
^bf^, O0i)iat|y dilagpreed wi^b his conftitution, 
fram its exceifiye heat^ Andrew Dondolo, 
4(^ of Venice, had written to him to eftablifh 
hk xefidwce ^ Venice^ and propofcd m^ny 
pleafwes to him there. ' It |s time for you to 
fettle,' fays he; ' come to Venice, and you Ihall 
^ ^thingto trouble pur r^pftfe.' Petrarch, 
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in his anJWer, thus apologizes for his wander- 
ing life. ' ' 

• ^ Heroes, philofophers, and apoftics/ fays 
ho, ^ have led this life. I fpeak of the primi- 
tive apoftles ; for the modern ones luxurioufly 
repofe on beds of gold, apd travel in mind 
only over the earth an4 the fea. The infatia- 
ble defire of feeing and knowing all things has 
led nie from my youth to run over the world. 
This defire is quenched by age. I wifli to fix ; 
but wher? is the difficulty. I am like a man 
on a hard bed, lyho fliifts from one fide to the 
other, but finds no place of refl. If to be mo-r 
tipnlefs is conftancy, gouty men are the mofl 
conflant, death more fleady than they, and 
piountains firmer than them all.^ 

John, king of France, a kind and amiable 
prince, invited Petrarch to Paris. He owed 
this favour to the cardinal de Boulogne ; the 
reafbns he gave for not accepting it were, the 
fituation pf public affairs iii Fraiice at war with 
England, and his diflike tp the manners and 
cufloms of France. In this ftate of fuipenfo 
he wrote to Lelius to confult him, and to 
Vnow wl^ether he propofed continuing at 
!Rome. 

f I wait/ fays he, ' your aufwef with impa*: 
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ticnce ; if yxni adyife ma not to gp there, I will 
fcek a port between the Alp| and the Appcii* 
nines: ftoiild^I find ndncy I will imitate thofe 
who, having mtany years been voyagers on the 
ocean, will no more expoie themiplves to its 
tempefts. J ^vill behold only the Sorgia, and 
iive and die with the peaiants of Vauclufe. 
One thing only will concern mc; to refle<ft 
that my refiirrcdlion will be To near Avignon, 
that Babylon of impiety/ 

Lelius replied he ihonld not coijtinue at 
Rome; and Petrarph weijit to Avign(:Hi the 
i26th of April, to take leave of his patrons and 
his friiends. He learned there that the grand 
icnech^l of Naples had loft his fon, who was 
the moft accomplifhed young man of that age. 
His father, though he had the greateft tender- 
nefs for him, fuppprted this ^ffliiftion with 
iirmnefs, and aii entire refignation to the wil} 
pf God. His body was carried with the pomp 
of royalty tp the Carthufian mpnaftery neap 
Florence. Th^ removing it thither cpft five 
thoufand florins. The city of Flprence ren-^ 
jiered him the greateft honours. 

Petrarch wrote to Zenobi, dcfiring he wouIc| 
pxprcfs to the grand fencchal the intereft he 
|:ook in his affli<ftion. ' I came here,' fays he^ 
f the day before vefterday, tp take my final 
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leavd of this place. The people I hatre fent to 
Italy give me hopes I ihall meet there with 
the retfeat I wilh. I ihall leave this tempefhin 
ous country^ never to return to it more. 

* I am going to pais eight days at Vauclufej^ 
to prepare for my departure/ 

Petrarch went fiom Avignon without feeing 
the pope. The cardinal de Taillerand ufed 
every argument in vain to engage him to fulfil 
this duty. The rcafon he gave for hii refuial 
was this : * I feared I might infeft him by my 
ibrceries, or tha,t he iho^ld infe<Jl m? by his 
credulity/ 
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Jr^ixaARCH deps^rted from Vaucluie at ikjt 

'begiamug of M«y* 1353» ^^^ <^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
of moui^t Gen^vre to. go into Italy. When he 
had pa^d that niountain and was in fight of 
his country, he criqi ot;it ii> an ecftafy, ' I falute 
you, holy land ! dear to God and good men! 
I an) come back to you after a long exile^ 
never to quit you more, in the hope you will 
procure me an agreeable afyium while I live, 
*nd a little earth to cover me when I am dead* 
With what joy do I return to the embraces of 
toy dear parent, and leave behind me the 
clouds and the fogs, to breathe this ferene 

As he pafled; through Milan, he thought it 
neceffary to pay his homage to John Vi{comti> 
who, we have before feen, was both king and 
|>rie£t th^re. , This prince loved men of let- 
ters, . and gave Petrarch the rooft diftinguiHied 
ycijeption; defigning:J:o fix him in his court, 
« tie tooli^ mc afFediqnately by the hand/ {;\y?^ 
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Petrarch, ^^ and converfcd with "me on the 
place of niy abode, introducing by degrees his 
defire I would fettle at Milan, " I am not igi 
norant/' faid he, " of your objeftions to cities, 
fend your tafte for folitude ; I piromife you that 
you (hall enjoy it, even in the bofom Qf Mikn, 
You fhall be troubled with no employment : I 
afk only your prefcnce to do honour to my 
perfon, and to be the ornament of my oourt.'^* 
Petrarch could not refift fuch marks of favour: 
overwhelmed with the goodnefs, and ftruck 
witfti the majefly of this prince, "^hich im- 
iprcflcd all who behfeld him, he w;as lilehfc 
At laft he confcntcd on thcfe two eonditiohs : 
the one, that they fliould gi-fe him a Situation 
as retired as poffible ; the other, tliat he ihould 
not be obliged in any way to alter his manner 
of life. ' * ; ' 

The archbifhop very readily granted theft 
reqtiefts. 

The houfe chofen for him was at the chd t>f 
the town, on the weft iide, hear the*^gate of 
Verceil, and clofe to the magnificent cJiurch ^ 
3t. Ambrofe. The air on this fpot was Vefy 
go6d. At the entrance tfidre were two haAdr 
fbme towers ; in front the battlements of the 
church; and behmd, the walls of the :Cit/, 
ftnd a fine view of a rich country beyond themji 



extending even to the Alps: he remg^ked 
that, tjioiigh it was the middle of fiimmeri 
they were cdvered With fnoW; What ^ joy 
for Petrarch to lite near a church dedicated to 
his favourite faittt, of whohi St. AuguftJne had 
attefted {o fntoy miracles ! He never entered 
this temjpte without feelthg an fextraordiriaiy 
fervour* ^ ^Thdre was a ftatue of St. AmbroTe^ 
feid to rcfehible hii* perfeftly, and which- ap^ 
peared alive. Pfetrafch was never weary of be^ 
holding it : ' It was a moft agifeeable objeft>- ' 
fays he. ^This great archbifliop appeared to 
give me his bleffing. What majelly in his 
c^ountenance ! What fweetnefs and expi*efliori 
in his eyes ! This fight ipread over my heart 
A Uvfcly fimd inexprcffible tranquillity; I re- 
joiced that I eame to Milan.* Petrarch's houie 
was alfo near a little chapel where St. Am- 
Woie and St. AugufHne iiing together that 
£u:red Te Deum, from them fpread through 
all the Italian churches ; and it was alfo near 
the garden where St. Axiguftinc was convert* 
cd. Thcic drcumftaiv^es rendered .Milan a; 
ddi^t/ul iituation to Petrarch. 

His, friends Ji^w;ever thought in a different 
ko^mner. Socrates, Gui . Scttimo, Philip de 
Cabafflble, faid one to the other, ' What! this 
proud republican ! v^'ho defircd nothing ' but 
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liberty wd ind^peadenoe ! (This uatamcd aai-i 
in«), who ibrtod ^t the ih»doMr of % yobervimd 
tefyfed the firfl offices in j^itf^Mi. b^f^i^ie he 
would not wear ch^uns^ tboiigh of gold J Ti»s 
tniiatithropei who could live nowhare but ia 
ihp filwcc of the couf^t^y ! Thifr pil»<}h<» i»p, 
of iblitude^ is he fettled in a noify 9^d.tV^\Air*. 
lent city ?' At Florence Qoccac^ Pind hU Pthier 
friends could not imagine that a >man fo z^ealptu 
for the liberty of his country ihould live under 
a tyrant who was endeavouring to fubduc it. 
Xhe prior of the Holy Apoftle* thought as they 
did ; but he idolized Petrarch^ and would not 
condemn him a3 his other friends had done ; he 
wrote to him thefe few lines ?. 
. ^ Your friends have been a littje (harp upon 
you^ and have wrotq their fentiment^ fueely as 
you always dcfire them. You arc no doubt of 
the opinion of Socrates, who faid^ it is good tx> 
have cenfurcrs ; if what they lay is true, to 
correft the fault; if not, it does no hum^ 
You afk mc what J think. I am in $)m0 
tilings, but not wholly, of their opfnioni Fol- 
low the courfe of fortune: nothing ife more 
painfol and embarraffing than to have a great 
reputation to preferve. It is* not juft that a 
man vvhom philofophy has made free fhould 
become the flave of others. Do what you 
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like v^itlumt conftraitit^ and ttliy 700 long 
ei^y tkat Itbcttj/ {Petrarch in a letter to his 
friends fpeaks thus in his own jufti£cationi 
' You are in the right ; I laj dowrt my «tms# 
^nd have no defehce to make« Man has not a 
greater enemy than himfelf. St. Chryfoftom 
has written a fine treatife to prove, that no on«t 
can juftly ofiend us but ourfelves. I havis 
a<^ed againft my fentiments. We paf^ our 
lives in doing what we ought not^ and in 
leaving undone what we ought to do/ 

In another letter he fay:^ : 

* The public condemn without heai*ing me^ 
or viewing the reafons of my conduit. It was 
not poffible for me to refifi the entfcities of 
tills greit man* The requefb of princes have 
more force than their commands. Labetius* 
laid of Julius C«iar, ^' How can I rcfufe any 
thing to that man who has been refyled 
nothing by the gods ?" We tannot aft fo aa to 
plcaie all the world ; as the fable of the miUor, • 
his afs, and fon, is a proof/ 

There arrived at Milaii this year, cardinal 
Albomo5> legate from the pope^ who meant to 
iubdue the tyrants in Italy who had ufurpcd-an 
linjuft power. This pope had great treafufes,- 
end foon raifed an army, and chrffe for his 
general this cardinal, who was nobly dcfcend- 
3 
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ed : on his father's £de» from Al^hmtfb Vw kin^ 
of Leon ; and on his mother's^ firom James 
king of Arragon. He was made^ when Tcry 
young, archbifhop of Toledo ; and was in &ef 
eamp of Alphonib XL in hi» war againft 
the Moors, aiid fought by his fldc; Alphonfo 
dying in 1350^ juft as he Was going to drirc 
the Moors out of Spain, Albomos went to 
Avignofl, and Clement VI. madel him a car- 
idinal. When he returned to Spainy he found 
that kingdom defblated by the cruelties of DonF 
Pedro, the fbn of Alphonfo, who, inflanjcd 
with a violent pafiion for Mary Padilla, treated 
Blanche of Bourbon his wife with the utihoft 
feonteJmpt, and put all thofe to dtath who op- 
ppfed his mealiires* Albornos fpoke and wrote 
to him with a freedom truly apoftolic, which' 
was fo ill received by this blinded pririce, that 
fh^ cardinal I'etifed to Avignon in 1353. 

When Innocent caft his eyes on him to 
exdcute his projeA in Italy, all the world agreed 
he could not have made a better choice, as befides 
his knowledge iii the military art, Albornos had 
other great qualities. He was well acquainted 
with the human heart, and knew how to avail 
himfelf of the foibles of men to compafs hb 
ends. He had a mind capable of forming 
great dcfigns, and of executing them with fur- 
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priiing celerity ; ^ ana with all this^ u patience 
that coulH wait the favourable moment for 
their ^ ripening, when that was neceflary to 
their fuccefs. ttlodeft when a vidlor, he open- 
ed His^ arms to a fubmiffive enemy : full of 
rciburces and expedients^ he knew how to make 
advantage of the reveries of fortune : af^ble, 
though firm^ he united an amiable fweetneis 
with a juft feverity. Innocent VI. who knew 
him well, opened to him his treafures, and 
confided to him his fpiritual and temporal au^ 
^hority* 

The lega^te itt out with the pppe^s lett^fs 
to tlje lord9 of Italy,, traverfed the Alps, and 
arrived at Milan in September. This enter- 
J)rife did not pleafe John Vifcomti> who held a 
fecrct union with the ufurpers, and feared he 
miift give up Bologna^ which he held only 
from a treaty with the former pope. Thing* 
were now changed, and women no longer go- 
vcrned^ laaocent, of an wftere temper, and 
deternruned on reformation, purfued a very difr 
ferent plan iiom his prcdeecffor. The legate 
was however received at Milan with iniinit* 
refpe^ and {ubmiffipn, agreeable to the policy 
of itB prince. His expence^ and thofcof his 
nun»^ou^ train were defrayed, wd he .vvae 
tf^t^d witji all poflible magnificence. J<?hja 

VOL, II. N 



l/d THE LIFE Of BOO* 

Vifcomti, with his two nephews, went to meet 
him two miles from the city, attended by aii 
immenfe concourfe of people, expreffing the 
greateft joy ! Petrarch was with the Vifcom- 
tis on this occafion, and in the violence of the 
crowds his horfe flipping with his hind leg? 
into a ditch » he would have been crufhed had 
he fallen : but Galeas Vifcomti difmounting^ 
faved him from this imminent danger; 

The legate treated Petrarch, who little tit->^ 
{Mailed it, with the utmoft diftincftion ; arid, 
after granting all he aflced for his friends/ 
pteffed hixri to afk fomething worthy his own 
aeCfcptance. Petfardh replied, •When I aik 
for my friends, is it not the fame as for riiyfelf J 
Have I not the highefl: fatisfaftioil in obtaining 
favours for them ? I have long put a rein on 
my own deiires j of what then can I ftand in 
need ? 

Aftei* the departure of tlie legate, tetntfcfe 
Vent into the couiitry, to unbend his mind 
from the fatigues it had undergone; from 
whence, fome time after, he wrote this letter 
to a friend : 

* You have heard how much my pe^ce has 
been difturbed^ and my leifure broken in upoDi 
by an importunate crowd and unforefeen oc* 
icupations* The legate has left Milan, and 
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vras received at Florence with general apj)laufe; 
and I am again in my retreat: I have been 
long free, happy, and mafter of my time, but 
I feel at prefent that liberty and leifafe are 
only for fouls of Confummate virtue.' Alas, 
that is not my ftate ! Nothing is more dan- 
gefcms for a heart fubjeft to the paffions than 
to be free, idle, and alone. The fnares of vo-* 
luptuoufnefs afe theri more dangerous, and 
Gorrapt thoughts gain an eafier entrance: 
above all love, that feducing tormentor from 
whom I concluded I had nothing more to fean 
1 ihall Gonfult a faithful phyficiah, and lufFer 
with patience tlie rudeft applications of his 
fkilful hand to remove every lurking difeafe/ 
Petrarch doubtlefs refers hdre to his old paffioii 
for Laura, reviving in folitude, and not a new 
attachment. 

Soon after the departui'e of the; legate, there 
Arrived news at Milan^ that the fleet of the 
Genoefe was entirely deftroyed by the Vene-* 
tians and Cataloniaiis, near the ifland of Sar- 
dinia. The courier that brought this news to 
Milan gave a moving account of the ftate of 
the Oenoefe. Not a family in it but had loft 
fome relation, A great part of the nobility 
pcrilhedr nothing but cries and groans were 
heard in the* ftreets. Petrarch Was going to 
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write to conible and inanimate them, but h« 
ivas told they were driven to defpair. He 
trembled at thi& new&i and flung down hb 
pen. 

' Cities/ fays he, * and the World itfelf hav(J 
their old age, and like men they tend onward 
to dcftruftioii. Salluft with rca/bn fays, that 
all that rifes fets, and every thing which grows 
decays/ John Vifcomti had views on Genoa> 
which "WHS a port conveniently fitnated fof 
him. He inveftcd it on all fides by land, and 
the enemies blocked it tip by fea ; fo that the/ 
were reduced to famine. His partifans infi* 
nuated to the Genoefe, that the;^ had no other 
temedy but to put themfelves under the pro* 
tc^ftion of this lord. The Genoefe did no6 
long deliberate > they fent a folemn deputation 
to John Vifcomti. * There was a decent and 
even rclpeftable grief,* fays Petrarch, * in thcfc 
ineifengers. Statins fays, there is even dignity 
in the unhappy.' 

John Vifcomti convened his couniellors : ¥t^ 
trarch was one of them. The chief of the dc-^ 
putation Ipoke, and faid, ' We come by o^dcf 
of the people of Genoa, to offer you the city oi 
Genoa, its inhabitants, their lea, and their land, 
their goods, their hopes, and eftates, and every 
thing that beloi^ to thetn, both iacred mi^ 
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pmfaac, from Corvo to Monaco, on certain 
conditions that ihall be agreed on/ The prince 
wfwered, that he knew the difficulties of the 
cuterprizc, but, 4epen4ing on divine more than 
human aid, he would accept their propofals j 
tbat he would engage to protc<5l them, and to 
feeder juftice to ail the world ; and that not 
to extend his dominion, but out of compaffioQ 
to an opptcfl'ed people. He concluded by be-^ 
fecching God and all the faints to iucceed hi$ 
4efigns. Petrarch was defired tq prepare an 
^fwer, but he excufed hinilelf on %h^ ihort-» 
pifs of the time affigned for compofing it. 

The event juflified tjie ftep they had taken. 
The city changed its appearance the moment 
^he archbifliop tpplj: poffeffion : plenty was re? 
ibred ; and, ^fter depoiing the dogCi h^ took 
the reins of government into his qwn hands* 
Jle gave them money to arnj tl^eir gallies, and 
fcnew their commerce : he h^^i the road widen- 
jpd from Genoa to Niqe, which alarmed the 
people pf Provence, fo much wa* his power 
(Irs^ded ev€i| out <jt( Italy, Among other im^ 
pmvements, J|e ^ve a dock to the city, a greatj; 
puriofity in tl^s a^. 

: Peti:^fch, fatigued with the tumults of the 
^ty, weot a little tour to the caftle of Colom- 
t^»> b^t by the emperor Barbaxoflii in hi» 
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journey to Italy, 1 164. It belongs now to the 
Carthufians. He thus defcribes it : 

' This famous caftle, fortified by nature and 
art, is fituated on a rich hill, at the bottom of 
which runs the Lambro, a fmall but clear 
river, which wafhes the town of Monca, and 
then falls into the Po. Towards the weft 
there is a view of Pavia, Plaifance, Cremona : 
to the north, the Alps which ieparate Italy 
from Germany, which are always covered with 
fnow. The Appenninc, and its numberlefs 
cities, are to the fouth ; and the Po, taking an 
immenfe courfe, winds it3 ftream along, and 
fertilifes this beautiful country.' 

Petrarch could not view this fpot without 
recalling the idea of his beloved fblitude at 
Vaucluie. He had juft received a letter from 
Socrates, who informed him he was there with 
Gai Settimo. The latter was to have accom- 
panied Petrarch into Italy, but was prevented 
by ficknefs ; and when he recovered the heats 
were too violent to attempt it. Petrarch 
wrote to him, to exprefs his regret that he was 
not there to do the honours of his little houfe, 
' You arc now,' fays he, * in the temple of 
peace, and the afylum of repofe. If you take 
my advice, you will often come thither to re* 
Jieve yourfelf from the fatigues ^nd buttles of 
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9 court. Make ule of my books> who weep 
for the abfence of their matter, and the death 
of their guardian. My garden implores your 
care, and that of Spcrates, to comfort it for 
my abfence, and to keep it in repair. Plant 
fome trees that fhall be a Ihade to us in old 
age, which we will pafs there together if the 
dcftinies Ihall permit. My houfe is yours, my ' 
little bed will not mifs its matter, if you 
vouchfafe to fleep in it.* This letter he formed 
on that delightful mountain leated on the 
Jawn, tinder the fliadc of a chefnut, and wrote 
it in the cattle, where he flept th^t night* 
They prepared for him a magnificent chamber, 
and a bed which was not, fays he> th? tip4 of 9^ 
poet or a philofopher, 

Petrarqh, when he called Vauclufe the tem« 
pie of peace, did not forefee the difatter that 
happened fbon after. A band of robbers, whp 
had committed many robberies in that part of 
the country, went to fetr^rch's houfe, which 
they fet on fire, pnd took every thing they 
i:ould find. An old arch ftopped the rage qf 
the flames. The fon of the fisherman, whp 
had feared thip, and vv^s npw its keeper, ha^ 
CJ^rried to the caitte fome books Petrarch h^ 
left behind hipi. The thieves, imagining it 
was well defended, dared not attack it, ^ H??l^ 
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ven woiild not permit fo inraluable a trtafote/ 
fays Petrarch, * to fail into fuch vile hands/ 

Petrarch found on his return to Milan t 
iettcr from the emperor, in which he givt» 
many political reafons for not coming fooncr 
to the afliftunce of Italy. * You have read,' 
fays he, ' the anfwer of Auguftus in the hap- 
Y»ieft years of Rome to thofe who offered him 
the fceptre. You know not thfe burden of 
empire : we who are charged with it feel 
this truth. It is iove for mankind alone that 
can furmount the difficulties of government 
Viewing the difbrders of Rome and Italy, we 
have refblvcd, notwithflanding our own weak 
condition, to lend our aid : but it appeared as a 
capital difeafe to defervc a very attentive cxa- 
tninatioh. JViend, we muft coi^pare the pre- 
fent with the paft, to re-felba.bli{h the hiflre of 
the one> and to purge the infamy of the other. 
But phyficians have agreed, and Caefars, have 
proved, that before we employ inftraments 
tvery method fhpuld be tried. We advifc> 
therefore, and wait "for fuccours, that we may 
do nothing unworthy ox unbecoming of ai^ 
femperor. We wifh to difcourfe with you 
who hold fo high a rank on ParnalFus, and we 
look upon you as one of our rtioft feithful fob* 
~je<as.* 
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. A^ this letter was long in coniing, Petrarch 
begins hb anfwer with a pleafantry. * I find/ 
<ays he, ' it is as difficult for your couriers and 
diipatches tQ pafs the Alps, as your pcrfoqs and 
your legions/ He had prefled the emperof^ 
ibme time before this to come imtocdiately 
into Italy, and take pofleffion of the empire, 
f I hoped/ adds he, * I h^d perfuaded you ; but; 
I perceive my error. You think differently 
from me, and will be believed ; for you hold 
the reins of the earth and the helm of the lea, 
WhW confoles me is, that, though you do not 
adapt my opinion, you will approve my zeal ; 
^d I cannot receive a greater recompeqie than 
this/ 

In this anfwer he Ipeaks thus concerning 

Eienzi : * How ipuch eafier is it for you to re- 

eftabliih the empire of Rome, than it vy^as for 

Romulus to lay its foundation on the rocks, in 

the midl^ of thofe nations who oppofed him ; 

or for Caefar to become maftcr of this empire, 

tit the time when its republic was moft flou- 

rifliing! As a proof of this, behold the man 

who ToC^ up in its moft declining period ; an^ 

though neither king, conful, nor patrician; 

^ay, Scarcely known as ei Roman citizen ; nei-. 

ther diftingqiihed by the titles of his anceftors, 

nor by his tpwn virtues, yet dared to declare 
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himfelf the rcftorcr of the public liberty^ 
What title could be more fplendid for a pri-^ 
vate man ? Tufcany fubmitted to him imme^ 
diatcly ; Italy followed her example : Europe, 
and the whole world, were fet in motion; 
We ha,ve feen this ; it is not a thing that we 
only read of in hiftory, Juftice, peace, faith, 
and fafety, returned ; and the traces of the 
golden age began to appear upon earth. Irt 
the moft buUlant moment of fuccefs he gave 
vp his entprprife, I accufe no one; I will 
neither conderun nor abfolve. This man took 
the le%ft title in Rome. If the name of tri- 
bune could produce fuch an effedl, what can.-^ 
not be done with the title of Caefar ?' 

1354. Soon after this a league was formed 
by the lords of P^dua, Modena, Mantua,, antj 
Venice, with the emperor, who wa§ to bq 
crowned at Rome. This confederacy alarmed 
John Vifcomti, wd he fent to invite the em- 
peror to come and receive the crown at Milan, 
and he chofe Petrarch for this ^mbafly, Hq 
wiftied for repofe, and did not care to traverfe 
the mountains in winter, but he could not 
refift the infmuating manners of this prince. 
Before he fet out on this embafly, he receive4 
the prefent of a Greek Homer from the proc-» 
tor of Romania, whon^ he knew at Avi^nofti 



'^. PETRARCH* 18/ 

%vhen fent there by the emperor of Conftanti- 
hople to negociate the union of the Greek and 
Latin churches. He was a man of merit and 
genius ; and the prefent he made to Petrarch 
was rare ; there was not one befidcs this in 
Italy ; they had only the bad tranflation of 
Homer by Pindar in Latin veife. 

Petrarch acknowled2;cd the fej-vour in the 
following lines : 

- You could not have made a prefent more 

agreeable to me, or more noble and worthy of 

you ; ^'hy am I not able to add alfo, as well 

deferved by mc ? Could you have joined your- 

felf with It to ferve me as a guide, it would 

have been ineftimable. But I loft the two ears 

through which I underftood Homer ; the one 

by death, the other by abfencc. The Homer 

you have fent is, however, dear to mc ; and 

ftill more fo, becaufe it is the pure original 

emanations from his celeftial mind. Macro- 

bins calls this poet the fource of all imiagina- 

tion. I embrace this divine author, and returrj 

you a thoufand thanks for having adorned m;^ 

houie with this king of poets and prince of 

philolbphers. * 

' I fliall be proud of two fuch guefts as Ho- . 

meV and Plato in their own habit, and I 4e* 

fpair not of underftanding them more per- 
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fcftly hereafter; Cato was older than I am 
when he began to learn Greek. Commanc) 
|ne, if I can fcrve you in any thing ; and grant 
^c ibme opportunity of repaying the many 
debts I owe you. Succefs^ they fay^ inipires 
confidence : I find it fo, and d^re yet beg you, 
to fend me, at your convenience, Hefiod and 
Euripidesu I l^now not why my iiame is more 
ipoken of in the wefl tha;n it ought to be : if 
you judge it proper, make it known in the 
eaft ; that by your means the emperor of Con-^ 
ilantinople may not difdain the inan who hai 
|)een honoured by the ernpcror of Rome. 

John Cantacuzene was at this time emperor- 
pf Conflantinople, ^nd he merited fuch a com- 
pliment fron^ Petrarch. He wa$ a man of ge^ 
nius and letters, and has left us a well written^ 
Jiiftory of what pafled under his own reign, 
lind that of AndroUjicus Paleologus his prede-, 
ceflbr. 

A few days after this Petrarch went on hi$ 
embafly, one great point of which was to treat 
with the Venetians : but^^ notwithflanding his 
^loqii^ence and his friendlhip with the doge, he 
covild not fuccced. The confcquence was, that 
the Genoefe, by th<: ^ffift^nce of John Vif- 
pomti, armed twenty-three galleys, with which,, 
^ey made great havoc in a defc^nt on the 
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Vcttctian coaft, who thought themfelvcs fccurd 
from dl attack. This news fpread horror and 
difmay : Andrew Dondolo took every meafurc 
that wifdom could fuggeft at this junAure *; 
hut his precautions were ineffeftual- The Ihock 
this fiirprife gave him impaired his health t 
he languifhed from this time^ and died the 8th 
tof September 1354, extremely regretted by 
alL 

' He was/ lays Petrarch, ^ a man of virtue 
iand integrity^ full of love and zeal for the re** 
public ; wife, ek^uent, prudent, kind, and af^ 
feble. He had but one fault> he loved war, and 
it was not fuited to his charaAer of manners t 
i fpoke And wrote to him on this fubjc6l with 
the greateft freedom ; he had the goodnefi to 
tcccive it kindly, for he knew my heart ; but 
khe confidence he was infpircd with from his 
iaft vidory againft the Genoefe caufed him t6 
«jc4ft my advice* He judged of the goodncft 
of a cauie by the event ; and often repeated 
to me whit Scipio laid to Hannibal, and Lu* 
tan puts into the mouth of Caefar : " The fuc- 
ccfs of this army Ihall prove the juftice of its 
caufc, the vanquiflied fhall be the guilty {ide.** 
Fortune conferred a favour on this prince in 
the deadi it ient hira> for had he lived a little 
longer he would have feen the total ruin of his 

3 
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country, Over whoni the Gehoefe gained, fbon 
after this, a complete viiflory/ 

In Odober 1354 Petrarch loft a friend 

whofe bounty ^nd favour towards him had fin- 

cerely attached his heart ; this was John Vif^ 

couiti. He had a fmall lump on his forehead; 

juft above his eyebrow j he had it cut off, azii 

died in the night, without having time to fe* 

ceive the facramcnts. Petrarch fpcaks fa* 

vourably of this great man, in w^hich he agrees 

with many contemporary hiftoriansr Except 

Villani, they all allow that John Vifcomti treat* 

ed his fubjc6ls with great humanity; thg^t he 

diftributed juftice with exadlnefs, and was very 

charitable to the poor. It is owned he wafe 

^ambitious, and every thing he did was accoiri* 

panied with dignity. His name was renowned 

in the moft diftant countries^ and reipeAcd 

,€ven by the Turks. He was formed to plealc 

the fair ftx, for he was handfome^ gay, gene* 

Tous, and courageous ; but his great paflion was 

lambition, and he was feared throughout Italy. 

Jt is reported, however, that when the Romans 

would have yielded to liis authority he refiif- 

ed them, faying, * Rome belongs to the pope, 

and to the emperor.' He was interred in the 

great church of Milan, where his maufcleum 

jTcmains with this epitaph: 
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' Paflchger, wouldft thou know the nothing- 
nefe of all human power and grandeur, learn 
what I was, and behold what I am. I had 
knmcnfe treasures, vaft pulaccs, luperb cities : 
my name alone made all Italy tremble. Of 
what ufc is all this to me now ? Behold me 
feut tap within a ftone, and devoured by 
worms.* 

John Vifcomti had three nephews, who 
were his heirs, and took poffeflion of his eftates, 
without the leaft contention, on the day mark- 
ed for that purpofe by an aftrologer, without 
whofe art nothing of any importance was un* 
dertaken in this age. Petrarch was defircd to 
addreis the people convoked to this ceremony. 
In the middle of his harangue the aftrologei 
cried out, the moment was come, and it would 
be dangerous to let it pafs. Petrarch, though 
he had the greateft contempt for this fuperfti* 
tious fcience, gave way to their prejudices, and 
ilopped diredly. The aftrologer, aftonifticd 
at it, faid to him, * There is yet one moment 
more you may go on/ * I have nothing more 
to fay,' replied Petrarch ; ^ and I know no tale 
with which I can amufe the aflembly/ The 
aftrologer was difconcerted and rubbed his fore* 
iiead, while fome of the auditors were laugh- 
ing, and others wondering at his affurance ; 
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when he cried out a^n, ^ The iiapjpy inftant is " 
come :' on which an • old officer carried thffcc 
^ite flakes like the palliiades of a town> dnd 
gave one to each of the three brothers^ iftrhidi 
finiihed the Ceremony. 

< The aftrologer/ fays IV^ti'arthi V waa <rfder 
and wifer than me ; 1 loved, and ihould have 
been ftill more attached to him if he hid fijot 
been an aftrologer* I fometimcs joked and 
fomctimes reproached him for this pfofcffion. 
One day, v^rhen I had been fharper with hiih 
than ufual, he replied with a figh, ** Friend, 
you are in the right ; I think as you do ; but I 
have a wife and children.' This anfwer touch- 
ed me fo much, that 2 never {poke again to hrfti 
on that fiibjeft/ 

Theoc was a great difference in the chaiader 
of the three Vifcomtis. Matthew, die eldeft, 
hated bufinefs, and led an idle drunken ii&; 
all his pleafure was hawking, and every amuicr 
ment which women could partake of. It is 
recorded in the annals of the church that he 
paffed the days and nights in continual dee 
bauchery, always furrounded by the infamoiw 
part of the fex. 

Barnabas, the fecond brother, was cruel and 
morofe, breathing nothing but war and flaugh- 
ter ; the exergifc of which, added to his natund 
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ferocity, made him afterwards a riionftcr of 
tyranny and cruelty. He married the daughter 
of Martin de Lefcale, who was called the queen 
from the great airs fhc put on, and her love of 
pomp and oftentation* She lay-in this year of 
a boy, arid did Petrarch the honour to choofe 
him for its godfather. He called him Mark^ 
gave him a cup of goldj and made a Latin 
poem on the occaiion, in which he celebrated 
all the great men who had born that name. 

Galeas, the younger brother, had great fweet* 
nefs of tennper and goodnefs of mind : he loved 
hunting, but only as an amufement. He made 
war with courage and judgment, but he pre-*- 
ferred peace : handfome, well made, and agrees 
ble, he pleafed and he loved the fair Tex, but 
he kept this afFedlion within bounds. He ido- 
lized Petrarch, and engaged him to continue 
at Milan. Petrarch attached himfelf fmcerely 
to this prince^ whom he (peaks of in the higheft 
manner. 

Thefe brothers perceived of what confe* 
quencc it was to be firmly united againft the 
league that threatened thenl, headed by the 
emperor. Barnabas was charged with the mi- 
litary atfairs ; all the reft lay upon Galeas. Mat- 
thew, or the eldeft, prefided over all in name, ^ 
but did not interfere in any thing* They did 

VOL. II. o 
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nothing of any importance without confulting 
Petrarch, and this confidence retained him at 
Milan. 

The deaths of the doge of Venice and John 
Vifcomti were followed by that of Ricnzi, 
whofe tragic end we will briefly relate. He 
continued in prifon during the life of Clemc^* 
Innocent viewed Ricnzi in adifFercnt light from 
his predeceflbr, who had fufFered him to live, 
but thought his madnefe required confinement. 
Rome was at this time in a worfe ftate than 
ever ; it was a fcene of violence and bloodlhed. 
The pope fent Rienzi to cardinal Albornos^ 
with orders to the cardinal to re-eftablifh. hinj 
d:t Rome when he faw a convenient opportuni^ 
ty ; and wrote thefe Unes with him^r 

' As a remedy for the evils of Rome we 
have fent our dear fon, Nicholas Rienzi, a Ro- 
man chevalier, in the hope that, being enlighfe* 
ed by adverfity, he will renounce all his fan* 
taftic vifions, and employ the great talents God 
has given him to fupprefs the wicked, and to 
cftablllh peace. We have abfolved him from 
the cenfure and puniflimcnt he was under, aiwj 
fend him to you freed from all bonds/ 

Cardinal Albornos, who knew mankind bet- 
, ter than the pope, thought differently of Rienziy 
r and made no great h^q, to re-eftabliih hiav 

3 



t^rancis Baroncelli, the writer for the fenate, 
took it into his head to fet himfelf in Rienzi's 
|>lace without his eloquence and talents. But 
this novelty lafted only four months. He aban- 
doned himfelf to cxcefs and cruelty, and was 
Inaffacred ; after which the people fnbmitted 
to the legate. ' 

Rienzi being thus fet afide, defired ledve to 
go to Rome, which the cardinal granted, giving 
him the letters patent from the pope. Thus 
cftablilhed fenator, he obliged the nobility t6 
take the oath of fidelity; the fucceflbr of the 
Colonnas, fhut up in his palace at Paleftrina> 
k place of fuch ftrength that it Acquired an 
arrty to bcfiege it, refufcd, and braved his de- 
puties to the Very gates of Rome. Rienzi had 
tio money to raife houfes, but the chevalier d6 
fcfontrial, the chief of the banditti who infcfted 
the country round, coming to Rome to fee hii 
brothers, Rienzi had him flopped and beheaded; 
and feiicd a part of the treaiures he had amaffed : 
the people were difpleafed at this, but much 
fiiore fo when he put to death Pandolf, a good 
man loved and refpeifted by all. They rofe up 
againft Rienzi. Abandoned by every one, he 
t^ut on his armour and came 6h the balcony, 
^vheite he uied to harangue, making iigns to be 
heard, and crying out, ' Long live the people / * 

o ;j 
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but finding all in vain, he ordered the 499fs ^ 
the capitol to be thrown open, hopiijg.^p.feve 
himfcif during the pillage. He blackci^ij, )[\is 
face, put on the habit of a peafant, s^nd^ ^|)rq^- 
ing a pillow over his head which covcrc4tl¥P 
face, he ran down the ftairs crying put, 'Afq^xj^ 
afcend ! there is good fpoil/ Sorne one^ i^l^o 
knew his voice, fnsrtched off the pillow, faying 
' Stop ! whither art thou running?' Hi^s bracf^- 
tets of geld, which he had forgot to take off, 
betrayed him* They brought him to thcpUqe 
where he had paffed fo many fentences ^pf 
death. In this ridiculous difguife he yv^s^^^n 
hour expofed to the rabble^ without fayi^^ 
word, of being infulted by any one : fuch. i^f^ 
the awe in which they ftood of him ! ^t;}d^ 
one of them plunged a poignard into hi^ bf^aij^ 
and it was immediately fcdlowed by a tboufai^ 
othersL Such was the end of this mad tri- 
bune I <.. 
. It does not appear from the writings of Pe- 
trarch that he had the leaft connisdionjM^ijthi 
or concern in, Rienzi's re-eftablifhment;, b/? 
was wholly engaged at prefent with the drrivaj 
of the emperor, who was expefted every d^< i% 
Italy. He came to Mantua in Od:ober, after 
having been at Padua, where he was mag- 
* nificently received. From Mantua he wrote 



^* ' PETRARCH. 197 

Ho Petrarch, to invite him to come there, and 
^ijiridflcd^ ari extreme dcfirc to fee him. Pe^ 
ihtch; delighted with fo flattering a diftindion, 
wds not'ftopped by the extreme bad weather. 
It froze fo hard, that they faid the emperor had 
*i*otight with him the German frofts. The 
xHd: riifen in Italy declared they had never felt 
fuch'ftvere cold. The roads were like glafs ; 
the horfes, though froft-lhod, cpuld fcarcely 
ieep on their feet. Happily there fell a great 
quahtlty of fnow, which made: the roads pafl"- 
tible, ' Petrarch fet out in 4b thick a fog, he 
tbuld hdt <J?ftinguifli one objeft around. Some 
arMfed^ldiers came now and then out of their 
aWifciifcadcs. * They alarmed, but did me no 
htlrt,* fayg he, ' as they belonged tp the lords 
of Milan/ The firfl night he was obfiged to 
TOpf'on the banks of the river Chiofi, it being 
too late to pafs over it. The next day he would 
fet out before fun-rife : his attendants mur- 
niiirid at being expofed to fo violent a cold, 
^^hicifh could hardly be Supported even in bed. 
Ai he came out of the inn he faw the empe- 
r6i'*^ hicflenger : he came that night from 
Ctemonia ; his people were frozen, and could 
riot movfe a ftep farther : ^ As to himfelf,* fays 
Pcft*arclr, * he had the air of a iriari who is 
tv^alJdng'by/'modn-llght' in a fine fumrher's 
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night/ Never was there a body more haj'den- 
-cd to .fatigue, or lefs fenfible of the injuries of 
.the weather, Petrarch with all his diligence 
A¥as four days upon the road. The emperor 
expreiTed his obligation to him for coming in 
fuch weather, and told him he had feldom felt 
fo fharp a froft in Germany, Petrarch anfwer- 
^d, that Providence would inure the Germans 
by degrees to the climate of Italy. He thus 
^relates his reception and difcQurfe with this 
prince. ' The emperor received me with fuch 
kind and eafy manners, ^s had neither the ap-i 
pearancc of imperial pomp, nor German for-f 
jnality ; he lived with me as with his equal. 
We paffed fometimes whole days in difcourii 
Jng, froni the break of day till night, as if he 
Jjad no other employment : he fpok? to me of 
iny works, and exprefled a great defire to fee 
them, above all, that which treats of illuftrious 
paen, I told him that I required leifure and 
repoic to finifh this work ; he gave me to un- 
derftaiid he wilhed it to appear vfith his 
name : I replied with that freedom with which 
pature endued me, and which cuftom has con- 
^rmed, and years haye ftrengthened, '' Great} 
prince ! there requifes for this, only virtue oa 
yoi:fr part, and leifure on min^." 

< H(? defircd nie to explain myf^lf ; and I 
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&id, " Time is neccflary for a work of this kind, 
in which I propofe to infert great things in a 
little ipacc. On your fide you muft labour to 
merit your name at the head of my book. It 
is not fufEcient for that to wear a crown, or 
bear a fuperior title; your virtue and great 
a<ftions muft rank you among thofe famous 
men whofe chara<Sers will be fketched out in 
this work^ Live in flich a manner that,. after 
having read the lives of your illuftrious prede- 
ceffors, you Ihall deferve that yours alfo fhouJd 
be read by pofterity/* 

' The emperor ftiewe4 by a fmile and a 
^rene countenance that my liberty had not 
difplealed him. I took this occafion to prefent 
him with fome medals of emperors in gold and 
filver, Tvhich were my delight. In the col- 
le<3:ion there was one of Auguftus in high pre- 
fervatibn ; he appeared alive I '* Here," faid I, 
^* are the great men whofc place you occupy, 
^nd who ought to ferve you as examples. Thefe 
medals are dear to me, I fhould not have given 
them to any other, but they are yours by right.'* 
I then gave him an abftrad: of their lives, with 
^ word here and there to excite his imitation 
of then> : he feenjcd to liften to rne with ple^- 
fwe, and faid he had never received fo agrce- 
*tblc a' prefent. I Ihould* never end was I to 
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,givc an accouut.of all^he convcrfations I had 
with this prince. He defired me. one day to 
relate. my hiftpry frqp) infancy;. I made every 
poflible cxcufe, t>ut he would be obeyed :• he 
was very attentive, and, if I oqriitted jmy thifikg 
from forgetful nefs, or the fear of tiring put his 
patience, he reminded me of it. I \va3 afto- 
niihed to find hiro better inforn;ied th^n 
royfelf of the minuteft ciycumftances of .my 
life/ [It will be, no dpubt, recolle^ied, theit 
this was the prince who, on a vifit to the pope 
with his father, then emperor, feled:ed L^ura 
from the ladies around her, to p^y her the rupft 
particular marks, of relpe^ and attention, J 

' After this, the emperor aiked jjne; what were 
my projefts, and my future plan of life ^ \^ }Ay 
will is good," f^d I, ^^ but habit prevailsoyer it, 
J am like the fea, buffeted by contrary winds^"' 
/^ I underftand you,'* faid he, ^^ but you da Bot 
anfwer my queftion : what kind of life ^ould 
be moft agreeable, and that you would prefer 
to all others ?" ^' A life of folitude," I repUe4 
without heiitation j " there is nqne caore furc, 
more tranquil, more agreeable^ or which fuits 
me fo well. If I am able I will feek it at itsi 
fource; that is to fay^ in woods and in^moun- 
t2^ins, as I have already done ; if not, I will, 
try to enjoy it even in the midfl of cities/* 



f^ This," faid he, fmiling, " is what I wilhcd to 
bring you to, and that you fliould own an 
error I would undertake to combat, though I 
»m partly of your way of thinlcing/* ** Take 

^ care," Feplied I, " you will not fight with equal 
weapons ; I know the vulgar think difFerentlj 
on this head, but I have the greateft of autho-r 
rities on my fide, befide experience, that it be- 
comes not 21 prince like you to think as tho 
vulgar ; and I vv^ould even take the inhabitant* 
of cities themfelves for my judges in this caufe, 
I have juii written a little treatife on thisfub- 

. jeft/' ^^ I know it," returned the emperor with 
vivacity ; *' and if I find that book I will throw 

' it^nto the fire." ^* I muft then take care," re- 
|)lied I, *^ it never fjills into your hands." 

^ We had long and frequent difputes of this 
fort, always feafoned with the fait of good hu- 
mour ; and I muft confefs that the emperor 
combated my folitary fyftem w ith furprifing 
energy, and boailed he had gained the viftory. 
Ho begged of me to accompany him to Rome : 
^' It is not fiifficient for me," laid he, '^ to fee 
that celebrated city with my own eyes ; I wifli 
to fee it through yours, which are fo much 
clearer than mine ; I fliall w^ant you alfo in 
fome of the cities of Tufcany." '' Rome and 
paefar, thefe are indeed my idols," I replied. 
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'* and It would have delighted me to go to 
R/3me with Caefar, but many obftacles oppofe :* 
and this was a new iubjeA of difpiite till we 
Separated. He ufed every obliging perfuafion ; 
and I may well boaft that Dionyfius the tyrant 
was not kinder to Plato than Caefar was to 
me/ 

^35S' This pacific prince, who came intQ 
Italy entirely to make peace, negotiated one 
with the Vifcomtis in particular, who had 
thirty thoufand troops in good order. They 
made the emperor prefents, but cxjaiAcd that ho 
Ihould not enter Milan ; and that the troopa 
that followed him ihould be difarmed. Charley 
had the weaknefs tq fubmit to thefe coi^» 
ditions : his love of peace prevailed over every 
other confideration. The Vifcomtis ordered 
that his expences Ihould be defrayed while in 
their territories, and that of his three thoufand 
^ifarmed cavaliers ; commanding none of their 
jfubjeds to receive any payment or reward, 
Galeas Vifcomti came out to meet him, and 
eonduifted him to the pal^c? dcftined for 
him. The next day the emperor went to the 
abbe of Chioravalle, where dinner was pre- 
pared for him, and where Barnabas prefcnted 
him, on his own part and on his brothers, with 
thirty fine horfe?, richly harncife^ When 
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they came to the gates of Milan, the emperor, 
invited by the two brothers to enter, anfwercd, 
that could not be, for he would keep the wcrd 
he had given. The Vifcomtis politely told 
him that it v\ras a favour, they had afked, bc- 
caufe they fuppofed the troops of the confedc- 
Irate lords would attend him ; but that fuch a 
precaution could never regard his perfon, whofe 
prefcnce would do them great honour; and 
that, if he judged it neceflkry, they would aht 
^Ive him of the promife he had made. The 
emperor infifted no farther, and entered with 
them the fourth of January, 1355. He was 
received with drums, trumpets, and other in- 
ilrumcnta, which made fo loud a noife, that 
^ had Heaven thundered, he could not,' fays Pe- 
trarch, ' have been heard: it was more Uke a tu- 
inult than a feaft.' They gave the prince and 
his attendants a palace magnificently furnilhed, 
Itnd every thing he could defire. The three 
brothers then paid homage to him, and de- 
clared they held all they pofleffed from his au- 
thority, and would only employ it in his fer- 
Yice. 

The next day, willing to give the emperor 
a high idea of their power, they made a gene- 
fal review of all their troops, the cavalry and 
iofftntry, tQ which they joined iomc comp^ea 
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pf. Citizens, well mounted and magnificentlj 
dxe&d, to add to tbe paiade i t and they tsi4 
bim that, befuies the&> theif forts and caiJtle^ 
were all furnilhed with good garxilbns* .n 

.The emperor was not much at his «afotiiii 
the midfl of fo many troops, ihut up in »th« 
city, and at the mercy of thofe whom he had 
{omc reafon to fufped:: however, he puti a 
good face on the matter, and appeared c¥ery 
where with a countenance which hid the feel- 
ings of his heart. Petrarch fcarcely ever left 
him, and the. prince employed every momeiaA 
in converfing with him he could fteal irotn 
public affairs and thcfe fatiguing ceremonies* 
He received the iron crown in the church of 
St. Ambrofe from the hands of Robert Vif- 
comti, archbilhop of Milan, in the prefe»c«tof 
the patriarch of Agnilon, his brother, and^a 
great numl^er of Iprds and bifhops. In this 
ceremony the emperor made knights erf John 
Galeas, fon of Galeas Vifcomti, and Blanche b£ 
Savoy ; and Mark ipi^ of Barnabas aaid his 
queen; and two infants only twa years 'old. 
The three brothers were declared vicars of the 
empire for all the eftates they pofibflfed in Italy. 
They gave to the emperof fifty thotifand flo-' 
rinsof :gold, Jvwfere horfcs Covered wi^ aifirie 
cloth lined: with ^mine> and fnc^ bundled £^ 



diersito e£:ort him to Rome. A bilhbp had 
prcdifted that the eagfe Ihonld fubmit to the 
^per, as the viper w^s painted on the Milanc^ 
ftandards ; this prophecy feemed to be verified. 
The emperor looked upon himfelf at Milan to 
be in a magnificent priibn ; he got out of it as 
form as he could, and his impatience cauicd 
him 'to lofe his imperial gravity. Villani fkys; 
thafhe ran through the ftates of the Vilcomtis 
with the precipitation of a merchant who i's 
going to a fair ; and he did not fairly breathe 
ttlbhe was out of their dominions. Petrarch 
aceompanied him five miles beyond Placentia i 
the^riiice"rcnewed his entreaties that he would 
go with himto Rome. Petrarch excufed him- 
ielf with all the civility poflible, and with much 
4if^ulty obtainied leave to depart. • When they 
were bidding farewell, a Tufcan knight, in the 
train of the emperor, took Petrarch by the 
hand, and, turnirtg to the emperor, faid to him, 
' This is the man of whom I have fo often 
fpoken to you ; he will fing you/ praife, if yoH 
deicrve it; but be affurcd he knows when to 
fpeak and when to be filent.* Such freedom, 
of fpeech did the emperor indulge to thofe who 
were attached to his perfon. ^ 

On his return to Mikln, Petrarch deffrted ncP 
thing fe much as to^ go ^and cnjc^jr^iri f&liteae 
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the rcpoie he' had fo long been deprircd oft 
he compares his condition to that of ^ tbirfty 
ftag, who, ihumed with the noifc of the dogs, 
ieeks the cool ftream and the filent ihade^ In 
his retreat he refle<ftcd on the corrupt maimers 
of the age he Ytytd in : the Cxcefics he wit* 
nefled in the Germans who. wefc in the em- 
peror's train gave rife to thcfe folilot]iiie& 
Seneca lays, every one complains of his owit 
age. 

At this time Lelius wrote a letter to Pe-* 
trarch from Avignon, to inform him of his de- 
parture for Pifa and Rome, and to deiire a let- 
ter of recommendation from him to the em+ 
peror. Petrarch immediately wrote this let* 
ten 

^ Great prince! your goodnefs emboldens 
me to prefent to you my other fclf. Th€ 
bearer of this letter to your footftool is a Ro* 
man citizen, ennobled by birth, but ftill more 
ennobled by his virtues. I Ihould never end 
was I to fpeak of his pmdcnce, his fidelity, his 
induftry, and eloquence ; and I would rather 
^you Ihould form an ided: of him from your own 
judgment, which nothing efcapes, and which 
cannot be deceived. If you honour tne with 
{6 much confidence, be aflured that he is a 
nian worthy of your favour. Add to this that 



he has bcfcn always attached to your pcrfon, 
your . friends» and your empire, Stephen Co- 
lonna^.that renowned hero, whofe zeal for the 
emperor Henry VII. your royal grandfather, is 
known to all the world, loved Lelius as his 
fon. Alas ! that good old man iighed for your 
arrival, as Simeon did for that of the Meffiah ) 
but death defrauded him of this pleafure. His 
children cherilhed Lelius as their brother, and 
John Colonna, his grandibn, looked upon him 
as his father. I remember to have feen you at 
Avignon, leaning familiarly upon his Ihoulder, 
tind careffing him with the ^reateft afFedion. 
Lelius poiTeffed the confidence of all this noble 
family; after paffing his infancy with one 
branch, and his youth with another, he con- 
iecrated to them every moment of his life, and 
would have ended it with them, if death had 
not cut down almoft at one ftroke a family de- 
voted to your fervice^, Imagine them all a^ 
your feet, befeeching you to prote<3: the man 
they loved and eftecmed, and whom they had 
as it were adopted* 

* I will further add that Lelius w^as favoured 
tvith the good graces of pope Clement, whom 
you reipcftcd as your father, and who loved 
you as a fon ; of the king of France, who i« 
united to you by blood and by friendfiiip ; anji 
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of the cardinal dc Porto, who does honour to 
the purple by his birth and great qualities, and 
•with whom yoii are aMb tenderly united. Af- 
ter {o many great names, fliMl I prefumc to add 
my own, and fecoihniend him to you as my 
friend } Behold how far zeal and attachment 
can heighten my confidence V 

It is not aftonifliing that fiich a man as Pe- 
trarch defcribes Lelius, and the bearer of a let- 
ter from him, fliould be well received by the 
emperor. This prince tfeated hifn with the 
greateft diftinftioh, carried him to Rome with 
him, and vouchiafed to admit him into the 
moft intimate friendfliip. The emperor fet out 
from Sienna in March with the emprlefs sfnd 
all her triain, and arrived at Romd on Holy 
Thurfday, the fecond of April. The two M^ 
lowing days he vifited the churches in the ha-*^ 
bit of a pilgrim. On E^fter Sunday he wa[i 
crowned with the emprefs, atnd in the cere- 
mony he confirmed all the privileges of the 
Roman church, aiid all the promifes he had 
made to the popes Clement and Innocent, 
When he came out of St. Peter's church, he 
went with a great retinue to St. John's of La- 
teran, where he dined, and in the evening went 
to lleep at St. Laurent oiit of the walls, which 
was one of the promifes he Had given &nd faith- 
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fuHy-adbcfpd to. Some* bi^orianshflfve feid 
th^iR(Hnw§ ofS^td to ixiakd him n»{imr o£ 
HqjI^c, or dcsfired he would rfjteftabliflx it in 
i(^Jbrmer.{};ate, i He replied he wouid tl^nk 
of it ; but when he was owt of the city he an* 
fwpred> f. It was not expedient tjo change the 
government fo often,.and that they Ihould w*- 
colif d; tfejcir oath to the pope/ The fall of the 
emperors and rife of the popes may be placed 
at tbis period. Petrarch thought this promilc 
of t^e emperor s, not to fleep in Rome> a very 
d^lboAQurabie one^ ' The emperor/ fays he, 
' cfiime only into Italy to be crowned. The 
fv\(?ceflbr pf St. Peter, who wears his tiara on 
thg, banks of the Rhone, with as much confi- 
den<j;q? as he would on the banks of the Tiber^ 
no^to^y. fufFers but orders him to go out of 
Jlf^jpq.} that is to fay, he permits him to bear 
the^ title of emperor, and forbids him to dif- 
ch^ge tbe offices that belong to it. With one 
h^^ ,he opens to him the temple where he is 
to^.^recfiive tb^ imperial crown, and with'^the 
other he ihuts on him the door of the city 
which is the capital and feat of the empire ! 
Wliat a ContradiAion is this 1* 'ir^ 

. tfJNieri Morandi, a friend of Petrarcb*# going 
tq vRome with the emperor, had a&jad oirPe^ 
trarchletterp, of recommendation: te^^lrc hinj 
TOL. It. p 
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one to his friend Paul AdinibaWi. Paul had^ 
fon in the flower of his agc^ who was a yotitb 
of great hopesi he hajSpeffted jtift at thi» time 
to be killed in a fray, and his enemies com- 
mitted all forts of iniults ort his body. The 
father, wlio beheld the fight, was ftruck with 
fuch horror that he fell dead upon the Ipot. ' I 
believed,' faid Petrarch, ' that the !ofs of fo 
many friends, and the totail extinftion of the 
houfe of Colonna, had exhauiled ill my tears, 
but I hare found fome to flied for a mail 
who had acquired my friendihip by his vir- 
tues/ 

The emperor returned to Sieniia in Aprify 
where he had great conferences with cardinal 
Albornos, and gave hifn troops to reduce the 
tyrants of Romania ; from thence he wet^t ta 
ftfa, whefe was ^anobi de Strata, the friend ' 
of Petrarch, and of the grand fenechal of Na- 
|)les. 

Nichorlas Acciajoti, who loved ZahobJ, prC- 
ferited hitn to the emperor as an *orator an4 
poet of the firfl ranky and defired him ta give? 
Jiim. the crown of laurel, as Petrarch had re- 
ceived it at Rome. The emperor, who piqued 
himfelf on encouraging men of letters, grant-* 
ed his requefl, and ei^ovvned Zandbi himfelfy 
after declaring he was a great J)oet'. To ttH^ 



tiQr his acknowledgment^ he made a diicourfe 
in which he thanked the prince for having re- 
newed in his favour the ancient cuftom, and 
promiicd to dedicate his talents to convey his 
glorious aAions to pofterity. After this h© 
walked through the ftreets of Pifa with his 
laurel-crown, accompanied with the German 
barons, and other diilinguiihed perfons. Vil- 
lani the hiflorian, after a Ihort relation of this 
cenemony, adds a reflcftion very honourable to 
Petrarch. 

' There were in this age/ fays he, ' two poets 
crowned, both of them from Florence ; mafter 
Zanobi de Stfata, and fignior Francis Petrarch^ 
of an ancient and worthy family in that city : 
this laft was crowned at Rome ; his name is 
more known than that of Zanobi, aiid his rc-^ 
putation more extenlive ; he has compofed a 
great number of works, and difcourfed on the 
moil elevated fubje<fts : alfo it muft be owned 
he began earlier, and his fame was before that 
of Zanobi. Neither the one nor the other arc 
known as much as they delcrve, and the taftc 
for theological fludies which occupies our age, 
makes their produdions appear frivolous, not- 
withftanding the pleafurc they are capable of 
producing.' > 

There J^pears no work of Zanobi whic^ 
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could piit his name in any competition withf 
that of Petrarch, or that gives us room to ftip- 
pofe he could deferve the honour done him : 
but the requeft of the grand fencchal was not 
to be refufed, and the emperor coufld give a 
a crown of laurel dt i mlich taSict fat6 than 
troops or luf)pKes. After this cerertiony Nicho- 
las Acciajoli went for ibriie day^ to Florence,^ 
isrhere he loft the greiaf reputation he had ac- 
quired, by the foft and diffolute life he led i 
paffing his days and nights in feafts, balls, and 
other parties of |)leaftire, with the beauties of 
that city. The Floi^entiiies received him with 
honour, but refufed him the fuccotirs he alked,- 
which but for his condudtj feys Villahi, they 
would have granted. Petrarch, wha had con- 
teived a high opinion of him, was grieved when 
they informed him 6f the gmnd fenechal's con-» 
du<^, and the Injury be did his reputation by 
luch behaviour ; and he ceafed corrclponding 
with his favourite the hew poet, and foon aftct 
his elevation received this ktter from' the prior 
of the Holy Apoftles. 

' I rtferve my converfation 6n that fhadow 
6f a Caeikr fill Ilhall have the pleasure of fee-:* 
ing you. I woufd haire wrote you what I 
thought, if I could have given to my ftyk att 
the energy I feel at my fcful ; you will laraeflst 



jiis condiiA; for my part, I cannot pardon 
him for having crowned one of our citizeijs^ 
who troubled the fountain of Parnaffus. Hie 
has turned his head in raifirig him to an ho- 
nour he did not defcrve. He was no doubt 
ignorant of the wrong he did you thereby, and 
not only you, but all the w6rld.* 

Boccacc was of . the' fame opinion with the 
prior: he reproached iPctrarch that in his let- 
ters he gave him the name of poet. ^ I do *not 
merit this title,' faid Boccacc, ' having never 
had the honour to be crowned with laureL^ 
^ What/ replied Petrarch, . ' if there were no 
laurel, muft the Mufes then keep filcnce ? Do 
not you think as fine verles may be made un- 
der an oak or chefnut ?' And, fpeaking of this 
coronation in another letter, he adds, ' a barr 
barous laurel ornanients a head nouriihed by 
the Mufes of Anfania ; a German cenfor dare$ 
to giv« his judgment of the fine Tranlalpine 
wits : really this is not fiipportablc F 

Some days after this the emperor granted 
honours and rewards of' another nature to the 
, famous Bortoli, then at Pifa, the gireateft law- 
yer of his age: he made him his counfellor, 
gave him the arms of Bohemia, and feveral 
other privileges. In the emperor's return 
jtljrough Italy> he and his empref^ met witl^ 
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many affirotxts. The gates of moft places were 
ihut againfi: him. £m:aged at fuch treatment, 
after being crowned emperor, he made haftc to 
pafs tiie Alps with great treafiire, but little ho- 
nour : ' his riches were increafed/ fays Villa- 
ni, but his fame was diminiflied.* Petrarch, 
who wanted him torefide in Italy, ftruck with 
his iudden departure, took up the pen^ and in 
indignation wrote him this letter : 

' Ah Caefar ! how ungrateful are you ! How 
little do you know the value of things ! What 
your grandfather €tnd others have purfued with 
labour and blood, you have obtained with cafe 
^and fafety, and have as readily abandoned. You 
jrcnounce all to return to your barbarous coun-^ 
try. I dare not £ay all I cauld, all I ought to 
lay; perluaded that your flight caufes you 
much chagrin, I will not augment it. Go 
tljen, lince you will, but never forget, that no 
prince before you ever renounced {6 well 
founded, lb glorious a profpedl ! 
^ ' Wifdom is not an hereditary portion; I fee 
it ; not that I difpute your knowledge of go- 
vernment and your militaty talents, of which 
you have given us fo many proofs ; it is incli- 
nation you want : it is era|ilatioa, the Iburcc 
of all great and glorious adions, Liften to 
^hat your grandfather mi fethet would %4 



were thc^f to pxefentntifemfelTes before you as 
you. p^fs fhe Alp^. '' You have gained much, 
great Caeiar, by a jouirney fo long expefted, 
And by fb precipitate a return ! You bring back 
■vyit^i you^ qrowiiof iron, ti crdwn of gold, and 
an ,emp.ty j&ktW : They c^\ you emperor of tjie: 
Ilo|7l9ri«9 ^though you; are. in reality only king 
of Bohemia ; would to God you were not evetj 
that: perhaps your ambition, enclofed in narr^ 
ro^^f.botmds, would: make fome effort to ex^ 
tefisd ii^fi !and thiet* your wants would excite 
ypUtQ recover your patrijhony ." Lelius brought 
^!^ ypur farewell ; it cut me tof th? heart, and 
he preftnted ine frorti you; with an j^ntique of 
Caefar: ;if that med^J cpuld Jiave fppken,, what 
would it ixot have iaijd ag^inft your niaking 1q 
ihameful a retreat J Adieu, Caefar I compare 
what you have forfaken pg what you aye going 
to ppflefs r 

peace was g[t th;s time concluded between 
t^eVenetian^ and Gen^oefe, through the medi* 
ation of the Vifcomtls. It coft two* hundred 
thourfand €orins to the Veijetians while the 
treaty wa* in agitation/ The doge that iuc* 
ceeded-Pondolo^ and was called Marin Fabier, 
^ venerable old nianr about fouricore years of 
age; was beheaded, it is luppofed, on the fol- 
lowiog account, JJe jhad a handfome wife 
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who \Ya8 unfaithful to him : a young Verietiaii 
nobleman of great fortune, who made loyeto 
one of the maids of honour, having received a 
very rough reprimand from the doge for fome 
mifconduift he had been guilty of, to revenge 
the affront he got this motto wrote oyer the 
ducal chair, ^ Marin Pabier Hits a handfome 
wife he maintains, and another ' poffefles her/ 
The enraged doge could obtain no more from 
the council than the imprifonment of this 
young nobleman for a^mprith. Stung with the 
little regard the people fhewed for his autho- 
rity, he plotted to exterminate the order of the 
nobles, and make himfelf ible lord of Venice, 
The confpiracy was difcovercd, and Marin 
Fabier was beheaded. He was fond of Pe- 
trarch, who fays, * I knew him formerly : he 
had more reputation than merit, more courage 
than prudence. L?t his example teach his fuc-- 
fceflbrs that they are the chiefs^, but not the 
mafters of the republic, or rather its honourable 
fcrvants.' 

When Petrarch was re-eftabliflied at Milan,^ 
he fent for his Ton John from Verona, who 
was now eighteen years of age, to have hi$ 
education finilhed under his own eye. John 
had a great affeftion for a young man whom 
^e had known at Parina and at Verona, wher^ 
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he was fecretaryi to Azon de Correge ; hU 
name was Modio/ He was a youth of geniu3 
and knowledge, and a tolerable poet. 

Petrarch thought he could not (Jo a better 
thing than engage this young m^ri to coma 
and lire with him, to finilh the education of 
his fon> and to affift him in his literary works. 
Accordingly he wrote him this letter of inyita.'? 
jtion : 

' I do not know what my fon has written, 
Wt I know he wilhes to be informed whether 
you can come and take up your, refidence witH 
ns. That you may determine with the mora 
eafe, I will acquaint you with the nature an4 
conditions of the fituation we propofc to you^ 
lam fenliblethc court? of princes are open to 
you : but if I know your charafter, you woul4 
prefer our poverty to their riches, a humble in*. 
dependence with a friend above the treaiurea 
of the eaft under a mafter. It is not a fervarit 
J feek in you, it is a friend. 1 propofe not tq 
you to labour for us, but tp live as we dq ; tQ 
be the mafter of yoUr employment, and to hol4 
the reins of your life. I flatter myfelf that my 
fon, who has loved and admired you from hi^ 
Infancy, will make a great progrefs under your 
dired;ion. If you choofe it, you fhall be allq 
|hc eiflbciate of mv ftudies,, and at liberty tq 
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copy my trifles; they will pleafe me better 
when wrote out by your hand 1 you will dif- 
cover the faults that have efcaped me. I do 
not offer you mountains of gold, peaces of 
marble, or purple robes; but a comfortable 
mediocrity, a temperate and almoft philofophic 
cheer, retirement, leilure, and liberty. It may 
furprife you I fhould offer to. another -what I 
poffefs not myfelf ; but do we not every day 
behold phyficians, wha are indifpofed them-* 
felves, give relief and hea^Hh to others ?: The 
luftre of an empty name, which importunes 
me though I do not defire it, prevents my en-* 
joyment of freedom and folitude ; but you will 
poffefs both, at kail till you are known. This 
is all I. can offer you ; I {hall be happy if you 
can make it agreeable to you to partake my 
ftudles, and engage in this manner of life. | 
forgot our being near St. Ambrofe, which may 
perhaps have more influence with yo\i than all 
J have faid, 

Modio did not accept this kind invitation* 
A principle of gratitude to Azon de CprrcgQ 
prevented him: in a..orreat revolution at Vero- 
na, Azan had been obliged to leave that city; 
his eftates were confifcated, and his wife and 
children imprifoned. Modio, whofe heart was 
filled with affcdioii and honourr and who IoyqcJ 



Azon, would not abandon him in this con- 
dition. He followed him, and devoted himfelf 
to the education of his children. This in- 
creafed Petrarch's cfteem for hischafader, and 
a very afFeAionate correfpondence took plac4 
between them- 

The month of September was always critic* 
cal to Petrarch ; he generally fufFered in thil 
fcafon from a tertian fever. ' I was obliged/ 
fays he, * the fits were fo violent, to pafs the 
whole of the month in bed. Had it lafted 
much longer, it muft have outlived me,* Ir^ this 
ficknefs news was brought him that the eldeft 
bf the Vifcomtis was found dead in his bed* 
His brothers were accufed of poifbning himj 
from the following circumftance: One evening, 
when they were fupping together, Galeas and 
Barnabas faid to Matthew, 'It is a fine thing 
to be a fovereign.' ' Yes,' replied Matthew^ 
^ when one has no partners.' From this anfwer 
it was fuppofed he meant to get rid pf them,^ 
^nd that they got the ftart of him. Villanji 
lays, that he died like a dog without making 
confeffion : and that his end was worthy of hi$i 
life, which was fpent in fuch horrible de* 
bauchery, that it does not feem neceflaiy to 
afcribc the death that followed it to poifoftv 
J*$t;r^rch; though hif W^s not touched with th^ 



;t20 THE LIFE OF B0Q4 

death of luch a man, was extremely affcded 
with the rumour that reflefted on Galeas, to 
whom he was tenderly attached: he would 
doubtlefs have left his court if he had thought 
him guilty* As to Barnabas, there was no 
pruelty he was not capable of;, he had put to 
death, for Ibme unknown reafon, a prieft, fent 
by the pope to preach the crufade againft the 
tyrants of Romania : he had him roafted alive | 
in a fort of iron tub, with bars like a gridiron,, ! 
and a handle by which they kept turning it 
before the fire like a fpit. Galeas and Barnabas \ 
divided the eftates of Matthew. | 

Petrarch began to recover in OAober, and j 
\x\^ health was quite re-eftablifhed by a letter 
from his dear Barbatus. It was full of cnthu- 
fiafm and friendil^p, and addreifed to Francis 
Petrarch, the king of poets. The monks had 
told Barbate th^t in all Italy he had this title, 
Petrarch, after politely joking his friend for his 
blind partiality, and refuiing with fome heat 
|he title he affigned him, wrote ^s follows : 

^ Before the M^fe* pafled from Greece to 
Italy, it was eafy to be the king of poets. What 
rcipccl \v^as paid to the poet Lucilius ! To 4arc 
to criticife him was facrilege ! What a reputa* 
tion had Rcvius and Plautus ! We do them 
Jufticc at prel'ent, but their wU and talents do 



not equal their fame : to read their epitaphs^ 
you would believe them as great as Homer and 
Virgil ! Our iige is not {o eafy ; it exads from 
poets works more corre^ and refined. We 
arc fiirrounded with dainty wits, ^ho are not 
lavifh of their praifes. Take care, my dear 
Barbatus, that you do not wrong me by your 
friendftiip, and overwhelm me with a falfcf 
titliS. I fliould fear the being accufed of high 
treafoit, if I took the honour you would give 
bae ! Where do you pretend my kingdom is 
placed ? Which are its boundaries ? There are 
but twd kingdoms of poets, Greece arid Italy* 
The venerabld fire of Masonia occupies the 
firft, and the fhepherd of Mantua the laft. For 
hiyfelf, I can only reign in my Tranfalpinie 
folitude, and on the banks of the Sorgia : it U 
there alone I can fay with Ovid in his exile 
among th6 Scythians, Hcte there is no one 
Wittier than myfelf/ 

• At the beginning of the year 1356, there 
came to Milan, to ferve under Galeas, who 
made him general of his cavalry> Pandolphe, a 
defcendant of the ancieht houfc of Malateifte* 
He was a cavalier of a noble figure, add a 
fine countenance ; and, though bralve and war* 
likcj he loved letters and the Mufes. The 
works of Petrarch had made fuch an impref- 
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iion on him^ that he fent a painter to take his 
pifturc, who made him pay very dear for a bad 
likenefs. He was delighted with the foclety 
of Petrarch, with whom he fpent every leifure 
moment. The great fatigues he had fuffcred, 
encamped in winter among the fhows, and in 
fummer expofcd to the fcorching heats, had 
brought upon him a fevere indifpofition which 
bad like to have coft him his life. Petrarch 
never quitted his room during his illnefs ; and 
when he began to recover he was carried by 
his {ervants to Petrarch's houfe at St. Ambrofei 
and finding him in his library in the midft of 
his books, * Here it is/ faid he, * that I delight 
tQ behold you,' 

Galeas was fond of Pandolphe, and confided 
in his valour and Ikill ; but the brutality of 
Barnabas obliged him to leave Milan. Galea* 
being attacked with the gout, ordered Pan- 
dolphe to review the cavalry ; this difpleafed 
Barnabas, who fent for him immediately. Pan- 
dolphe kneeling down to pay his homage^ 
Barnabas ftruck him with the hilt of his fwbrd> 
and would have killed him, but he avoided thq 
ftroke Queen de Lefcale, who was pfeferit, 
told her hufband it was sL bafe aftion to at- 
tempt the life of a gentleman in his own houfe. 
Barnabas had him put in irons, and command- 



t^ his iiead to be cutoff. Galeas lent his wife, 
and two of hb officers, to befcech a pardon for 
Panddlphc* &irnabas ^nfwered, that he would 
fend him to his brother ,^ for him to take revenge 
for his offence, on whith Galeas fent him bac^ 
to his own country* 

A niiiiouf prevailed at this time that th« 
king of Hungary was coming into Italy againft 
the Venetians^ and that he had made a league 
with the emperor. The Viftomtis were e35- 
tremciy alarmed, and begged Petrarch to ht 
their aaibaflador to the emperor, to juftiiy their 
condu^ft, and to penetrate into his defigns^ 
* They fend toe into the north,' fays he, * when 
I have moft need of repoie. Mail is made fof 
labour : I love the man who fends me, and fhall 
he repaid for the fatigue if I am fo happy as 
to liiCiCeed in- my negociation.' . Petrarch went 
to Baftia, where he waited a month for the 
cmpferon * This prince finilhes nothing,* fays 
he, ' I tnuft go feek him at the bottom of Bar* 
fcary/ tlis departure wa^ moft fortunate, for 
the citj^ of Baftia was deftroyed a few days af^ 
ter^y an earthquake, which overthrew at thfi 
fame time more than tburfcore caliles on the 
banks of the Rhine. Petrarch defcribes this 
river in afHidion, that ' its ftream muft now 
tun over thefe ruins/ Thele comn\otions con* 

3 
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tinued a great part of the year. Strafbourgr 
Treves, Spires, and all the tcrwns on the Rhine, 
Were more violfently agitated than the ^cft : the 
ihhabitatitS of theft towns, not darihg to con- 
tinue in them, wandered about in the fields. 

Petrarch arrived at Prdgue in July; he 
found the emperor eniployed about the fa- 
mous golden bull which he had juft bcftowed 
bn the princes of the empire at the ditt of 
Nuremburg. This fingular-charter, which is 
at prefent the fundamental law of the empire, 
fhews the torn of that age. It begins by an 
apoflrophe to Satan, to pride, to luxury, wrath, 
and envy. The ftyle by no means aiifwered 
the dignity of the fub|ed, 

Petrarch made but a fhort flay dt Prague^ 
ftotwithflanding the kind reception arid requefl 
* of the emperor. . This prince, thoiigJi diipfcaf- 
cd with the Vifcomtis, did not intend to make 
war againft them. His affairs in Germany 
fully employed him, arid the embellifhmcnt 
of the city of Prague. He had with him two 
prelates of diftinguifhed meriti who poflefTed 
all his confidence, and went every where with 
him ; Emcfl: . de Pardowitz, archbiihop of 
Prague, and John Ocfko, bifhop of Olmutz. 
Petrarch formed a fhort union with them dur- 
ing his ftay at Prague, and correfponded with 
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them afterwards. Erricft faid to htm fomcr 
times, * Friend, I arri concerned to fee you 
among barbarians/ ' Nothing was however/ 
fays Petrarch, ^ lefs barbarous than thefe pre- 
lates, and the prince they ferved ; they were as# 
gentle, polite, and affable> as if they had bceii 
born at Athens.' 

Petrarch returned to Milan in the begin* 
xiing of September; he would not pais this 
critical month in a foreign climate ; when he 
received from his friend Simonides the follow- 
ing letter : 

* You are returned in health, my dear Pe^ 
trarch, thanks be to God ! This is the moft 
agreeable news I could receive. Life would 
be nothing to me without you* I dreaded for 
yduthc intemperature of the air, and ftill more 
the barbarous manners of the country you was 
in, fo different as they are from thefe of our 
Jbeloved Italy. You inquired of me for a good 
houfckeeper; I found juft fuch a one as you 
wanted, a woman above forty years of age> neat, 
ikilful, of good manners, and underftanding in 
a kitchen. I have ufed every argument, but 
cannot perfuade her to come to you : Hxt fays 
file will be a fcrvant no longer, as fhe can liv<j 
by her diftaflV 

Some days after Petrarch's return there ar- 

VOL. II. Q 
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rived a courier at Milan^ who brought the 
hews of the battle of Poitiers, in which four^ 
fcore thoufand French were conquered by eight 
thoufand £ngli(h, and king John and his fon 
*made prifoners. Galeas Vifcointi, who loved 
France, and was attached to the family who 
governed there, wilhed to write to prince 
Charles the dauphin, and to the cardinal of Bo- 
logna, to exprefs his grief j and he begged Pe-» 
trarch to compofe thcfe letters. That to thtf 
prince is as follows : 

' Serehe prince ! If oh one fide grief forced 
from nie lamehtatioh, on the other I am ]pe-' 
trifled and reduced to filehce, when I reflcA on 
the caprice of that blind goddcfs who governs 
the huhian race. If by a turn of her wheel ihe 
has overthrown your illuftrious father, with his 
fon your brother, who can hope to be favcd 
from her ftrokcs ? 

'' I fpeak not of the lofles all FraflCe has 
fuflained in that fatal day, which obfcured 
the {vkti of that great kingdom, and ecKpfed 
the greateft part of the liars that enlightened 
it 

* Gr<:at prince } Vour afflidton tas reached 
tnt at this diftanccs; God is toy witnefi that 
1 Ihare it with you. Of what is not that in* 
iblent hahd capable who dares t^uch with fi^ 



crifegious hatids the diadem of France ? With 
all the princes of Eurc^ I feel this fad event v 
but> befides this, I have a particular cdftcertt ih 
it Your mojefty will not believe fne capable 
of ever forgetting the itiarks of goodneis 1 re* 
ccircd from your grandfather, your father^ and 
yourfel£ There was in your family a fort of 
conteil: Who (hould be kindeft to k man but 
little known to you. So many benefits are en- 
grayed on my heart in lines that time cannot 
efface, and that ingratitude fliall never covet 
with her douds 1 And Can t then fail to de- 
plore your calamity^ or> under the weight with 
which yoU are fehargtd at yoUt age> ehdeaVouf 
to .moderate your grief, and give you the con- 
folation I (hould wifli to receive in your place I 
iProvidence has given to your youth what he 
feldom grants to the old age of princes, to know^ 
the emptinefs of all things human, and the per* 
fidy of fortune ; whofe power can only be te-^ 
fifted by a virtuous foul. You have received 
that foul from nature, and hav4S perfefted it 
Jby fiudy and experience : on this is founded 
the public hopes and the fafety of your king- 
dom. Heaven has fpared you to deliver and 
revenge your father, and to hold the reins o£ 
empire for him; if the weight is above your 
years, it is not beyond your courage. The af- 
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fairs with which you arc overwhelmed will not 
permit toe to intrude on your time, I coii- 
clude with offering to your fervice my perfon 
and poffeffions. Happy ihall I be if I dn af- 
ford any fuccour to your majefty, whom I 
pray Heaven to confole in granting freedom to 
his father, and viftory over his enemies*' 

The letter to the cardinal was in thcfe 
words : 

' Very reverend father and lord ! The hor- 
rible cUtafttophe of the king my matter has j 
inade fo deep an impreffion on me, I have hard- | 
ly power to fpcak. If loVe does not blind me, 
Ml the human race ought to gfieve for this 
difafter, and princes more than others ; but 
thofe who are attached like me will be incon- i 
folable! I 

• I feel tenderly for the dauphin, but I hope i 
fevery thing from his courage and virtues : with 
the divine aid he fhall deliver his father, and 
fteer the helm of his abandoned kingdom. I I 
thought it my duty, as it Was my inclination, 
to exprefs thefe fentiments to him, and to yoxi, 
my lord, who, next to him> are the moft fcn- 
. libly concerned in this unhappy event* Vouch- 
fafe to engage him to ufe with confidence what 
I have moft freely offered. The Lord prefcnc 
and make you profper/ 
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Petrarch could Scarcely believe, it : poffible 
that an invincible hero, the greateft ,of kings, 
fliould be vanquiftied by lb inferior an encrny> 
The Vifeomtis at this time had enemies on all 
fides, and Jtheir city was like a veflel l)ufFeted 
by the tempeft. * For my part/ fays Petrarch, 
\ I am tranquil in the midft of thefe ftojrms ; 
and if I did not hear the roaring of the wavesj 
if I did not behold others in agitation, I Ihould 
be ignorant that I was failing on a tempeflxi* 
ous fea, and feated at the feet of the pilot. 
Firm \yithout being motionlefs, 1 wait with- 
out fearing; no wind is contrary to me; on' 
every fliore I find a fafe afylum. If I dared 
compare myfelf to Cato, I Ihould fay I am in 
the ftate in which he was found by his ne- 
phew Brutus ; uneafy for others, but carelels 
about hinifelf/ Infacft, while the city of Mii- 
Ian was the theatre of war, Petrarch reyife4 
feveral of his Italian poems. 

Soon after this he received a letter. frpnj 
Avignon, written by Socrates, Lelius, and Gui 
Settimo together. They all inhabited the fame , 
houfe, and lived in the greateft union. Petrarch 
replies, * I fliould never have believed I could 
have envied people who dwell in Babylon. Ne- 
verthelefs, I wiflied to be with you in your 
houfe, Ihut up from the poiionous air of th^^ 
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infamous city. I Iqok upon your dwelling to ' 
be like the Elyfian fields in the xniddle of Aver* 
nus/ Some time after this he received a very 
iingular letter from young Agapit Colonna, 
who had formerly been his pupil, but who 
had profited very little by his inftruftions. The 
letter was in a iharp unpoliflied ftyle. He 
thanked him for the pains he had taken with 
his education, but adds, ' Fortune has elevated 
and overwhelmed you with benefits. Proud of 
your trealurcs, and the elegance of your houfcs, 
you deipife a poor exile fallen from his profpe^ 
Tous ftatc, ill clothed and worfe provided fopji 
leading a mifcrable' life in a little houfe neat 
]^logna. You fly from, s^nd think no moife of 
pic in this poor iituation** 

Petrarch anfwcr^d th^f? reproache?^ in the 
following manner : 

^ I am neither rich nor poor. I have every 
thing that is neceifary, and I defire nothing 
more. It is true that my income is iomewha^ 
increaiedji but my expences are increaied in 
proportion, and I lay nothing up ^t the end of 
the year. You {;^y you are poor : I can fcarccly 
believe that a perfqn of yaur name and merit 
can^ be fo. But was this the eafc, how couI4 
you ever think that poverty rendered you def' 
pcable in my eyes ? This is very oppofite tg 
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my charafter. I dcfpife no one, and have aU 
ways had a. fjngular regard for you. If I was. 
capable of contempt^ it would fall upon the 
rich rather than the poor : not that riches arc 
contemptible in thcmfelves, but becaufc they 
bring fo many vices in their train* 

* Your letter has aftonilhed me beyond ex- 
preffioQ : J cannot recover my furprife, and I 
look upon it as a dream. You cannot think 
ell you wrote : you only meant to punifh me 
for my neglcd in writing to you.. I will not 
juftify myielf in that particular: I am flat-* 
tered in your chagrin on that account, and kifs 
the hand that wounds me. But you ought to 
attribute my filc^ice to my idlenefs of difpofi-^ 
tipn well known to you, to my occupations 
which iiicreafe every day, and to the difficulty 
of conveying my letters, I do not compre- 
hend what you mean by the magnificence of 
my houfes : I dwell in a retired corner of Mi^ 
Ian ; , often a wanderer in the fields, T 4m igno^ 
rant of what pafles in the city. Adieu ! And, 
if it is ppflfible, be perfuaded that, whether rich 
or poor, whether I write to you or keep fileijce, 
I fliall, always be finccrely attached to yout' 

In the beginning of the year 1357 Petrarch 
received a diploma fent to him by the bifliop 
of Olmut?; chancellor of the empire, by which 
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the emperor created him count Palatine, with 
all the privileges of that dignity, which con- 
iifted in creating doilors and lawyers, legiti- 
mating the natural children of citizens, crown- 
ing poets, giving dilpenfations of age, &c. 
Thefe counts were fbmetimes alfb ftewards of 
the eftates of the prince, and receivers general 
of his finances. The emperor had added tq 
this dignity Ibme particular privileges and very 
flattering encomiums. 

Petrarch in his letter of thanks fays: '1 
am very grateful for the fingular favour the. 
emperor has vouchfafed me, and the obliging 
expreffions with which you have heightened 
this grace. My cxpeftations from his good- 
nefs and your friendfliip are more than fatif- 
fied : but I will not receive any gold ; be not 
difpleafed that I return that on the bull by 
your friend who brought it to me.' 

The diploma was enriched with a bull, or 
feal of gold, on one fide of which was the 
figure of the emperor feated on his throne, with 
an eagle and a lion ; on the other, the city of 
Rome, with its temples and walls. 

Petrarch fuftained 2^ lofs at this time, which 
he thus fpeaks of in a letter to Lelius: * An 
old Milanefe of fourfcore, who called me his 
father, jmd came almoft every day tq dine with . 
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me, has paid the tribute of nature. He was a 
man of condition but little fortune, of a good 
charadler and a liveljr difpofition, though he 
was almoft in his fccond childhood. His quef- 
tions were fo droll and uncommon, they would: 
have moved a dead man to laughter. He dii^ 
puted on philofophy and religion, and had ai^ 
inexhau&ible ftorehoufe of arguments, He 
fubmitted to no one but myfelf, and that 
rather from friendfhip than conviftion. Ha 
fatigued every one with his queftions, efpecially 
the monks : he inquired of them at firft fight^i 
Have you ftudied ? If they faid No, he jQiooi^' 
his head, and went away without a word more j 
if they replied Yes, then he began his difpu-' 
tations, turned a qucftion on all fides with an 
inexhauftible volubility, and violent peals of 
laughter. I afked him fometimes, with an air 
of furprife, from whence he obtained his know- 
ledge, and where were all his books ? ^^ Here,' 
here !" replied he, ** rubbing his forehead, here 
is my library : it is from hence I draw my 
knowledge. Books were only invented to aid 
the memory, and are only the flipports of its 
weaknefs. ■' This odd affertion diverted us ex- 
tremely. He faid nothing but what he firmly 
believed, and his opinions were the joys of hh 
Jifc. He held in abfolute contempt the rule^ 
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of grammar^ fpoke incorreAIy, and difputcd 
under the armour of ignorance* He imdertook 
to write a book in your name; I wifh he had 
lived to finifh it, it would have been a notable 
and moft fmgular produ(^on. Three days bc- 
iore his deatli he came to feek me with a me-> 
lancbly countenance : I afked him what con- 
cerned him ; he anfwered, " I am this day 
fourfcore : bow many years think you remain 
for me ; perhaps twenty-five years^ or there- 
abouts ?'* '* Go/* laid I to him with a fmile, 
" be cafy, and you may very well reach thirty/* 
** If fb/' replied he, " I am content, I defite-na 
jnore/* He went away, and I faw him no more*, 
Three days after this they informed me he 
was brought to Iny church to be interred. 
He had no ficknefs, no other difeafc but old 
age. I regret his. lofs ; he loved mp, called mo 
father, and his fingularities amufed me. Cha% 
ra&ers of this fort are neceffary to divert me 
from more ferious and iqterefting occupations. 
After having fuccourcd his old age as much s» 
I was able> I Ihed fome tears on hi^ tomb, 
vrhich is in my i^hurch of St. Ambrofe- Thi% 
^ood old n^^n loved and called you his foq.* 

Petrarch bad fqr ibm? time perceived in thq 
Jettcrs of Lelius a fort of cpnfufion and con-? 
fern : ^t lafl h? wa§ informed th^t a quarr«l 
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had happened between him and Socrates, after 
having lived twenty-eight years in the ftri<aeft 
friendfljip. It was occafioned by one of thofc 
bufy malicious people who are the plagues of 
^iety. They told Lelius that Socrates fpoke 
ill of him, and had even written unkind things^ 
of him to Petrarch. Lelius too eafily believed 
fo unlikely a report. Petrarch on this occafion 
wrote him a fharp letter, in which, after havinj^ 
Juftified Socrates, he conjured him to go to his. 
ftiend' immediately, for he was perfuaded with 
good reafon nothing more was neccffary to re-*, 
concile fuch old friends. It is to be lamented 
this letter is not Inferted, which might have 
^rved for a model to others in fuch fituations,. 
It had all the efFed that was to be expefted; 
from llich an interpofition ; Lelius could nofc 
read it without a deluge of tears: he we^t iq: 
his flood of grief to Socrates, fell upon his neck, 
^nd wept; Socrates embraced him in the ten-., 
dereft manner ; thofe who were by coujd hard-, 
ly ftand this affecting reconciliation. Petrarcl| 
y/as full of joy when he was informed of it, 
and wrote to congratulate them both. 

In th? violent heats pf this year Petrarch. 
retired to a Uttle village near the river Adda^ 
three miles from Milan. ' The fituation/ fay^ 
bf , • k charming, and %U air very pure. 1% i% 
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on a little elevation in the middle of a plain^i 
iurrounded on all fides with fountains, not ra- 
pid and noify as thofe of Vauduft, but fmooth 
and gentle in their motion. The courfe of 
thefe waters is fb intermingled, that their be- 
ginnings or endings cannot be difcovered. Asi 
if they would imitate the dance of the nymphs,- 
they approach, retire, unite, and fepa^ate alter- 
nately in a moft agreeable and lingular manner. 
After forming a fort of labyrinth by thefe mean- 
derings, they go all together, and empty them-i 
fclves into the fame refervoir.* 

John Vifcomti bad chofen this fituation to 
found a Garthufian monaflery. Petrarch de- 
iighed at firfl to lodge in it, and the Carthu- 
fians confented : but as he could not do with- 
out hwfes and attendants, he feared that the 
iroile, and, above all, the drunkennefs of fer- 
vants, would give trouble and diflrefs in this 
Jioly retreat. He therefore hired a houfe in 
the neighbourhood, near enough to go there 
any hour of the day. He gave this houfe ithc 
name of Lintemo, in memory of Scipio Afri- 
canus, whofe -country houfe was fo called ; 
and in joke fometimes he called it the In- 
ierno. 

1358. While Petrarch was in this retire-^ 
ment, he received a letter from his friend Sct-^ 
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timo^ who defired he Would inform him of all 
the occupations and projei^s of his ion John* 
Petrarch wrote this anfwer. 

' The train of my Hfe has been uniform fincc 
the frozen hand of age has extinguifhed the 
ardour of youth, and that fatal paiTion which 
fo long tormented me ! But what do I fay ! 
It is the dew of heaven that has produced this 
blefled efFeft. Do we not every day behold, 
to the fhame of humanity, old men plunged in 
debauchery ? What a horrid and dangerous 
fpedlacle for youth ! Like a weary traveller, I 
double my fteps as I haften to the end of my 
courfe. I read and write day and night ; one 
is my refrelhment after the other ; and my la- 
bours grow continually. Novelty puflies me 
on, obftacles increafe my ardour. God, who^ 
knows toy intentions, will aflift me, if he fees it 
for the good of my foul. Labour is certain, 
iuccefs hazardous ; I feel this in common with 
thofe who follow the fame painful courfe of 
life. I wifli pofterity to know and approve 
md : if I do not fucceed there, I fhall be 
known in my own age, or at leaft by my 
friends. Nothing more is neceflary ; it would 
he even fulEcient to know my own clxarader„ 
if it was fuch as it ought to be ; but with this^ 
alas ! I cannot flatter myfelf. Whatever fhall 
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be the fuccefi <Jf my laboui^, I piiay that God 
will not abandon me in old s^e^ and above all 
at my death. My health is fb good^ my body 
fo fhongy thskt neither incrcafe of years, ferious 
occupations, abfiiiience, nor the ftrokes o( 
grief, have been able to iubdue this ihibbom afs^ 
On which 1 make continual war. 

* As to fortune, t poflels that hslppy medium 
which is equally diftant . from both extremes, 
except in one pointy that I am mofe fought 
Ikfter than I would be, or than ftiits with my 
fcpofe. 1 dm loved without being known o^ 
feen, and that is perhaps the feafon of it. 1 
have already pafled dn olympiad at Milan, gt 
thing which neither myfelf nof my friends 
thought poffiblc ; fa trae it is, we ought never 
to fay, hefel will live, or there I will die, for 
we can be Certain of nothing in this world. 
The kindnefs I have received at Milan attaches 
ine not only to its inhabitants, but to its houfes, 
land, air, and even its walls, not tofpeak of my 
friends and acquaintance. I reiide in a very 
retired corner of the city towards the weft.* 

* An ancient religious cuftom draws the pco* 
pie on Sundays to the church of St. Ambrofe, 
-who is my neighbour ; the reft of the week 
this fpot is a defert. Behold what this great 
faint does for his gueft ; he confolcs mc by his 
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fend favcs it from difguft : under the fhelter oi 
his wings I fee the tempefts, and hear the noife 
of the wavc9> but they Come not near to trou-- 
ble me. When I go out to pay my duty to 
toy mailer^ or for fome other buiiflcfs (which 
Irarcly h^ppens)^ I falute every one on the right 
iide and on the ieft^ by a fimpk motion of my 
head, without flopping or ipeaking to any: 
tny increaie of fofttine has made no alteration 
in my diet or flecp, which you know was 
always llender; on the contrary^ I retrench 
ilill, and fhall ibon have nothing more to di^ 
kninifli. t atti only in bed while I fleep, ex* 
tept Tatn fiek. It feppeurs to me that fleep lb 
Urongly refembles death> and the bed ouf 
tomb> that the idea gives me a dilguft to toy 
t)ed, from which 1 rife the moment I awake, 
and go into toy library. I generally do 'this in 
the middle of the night, ex<z;ept when the 
tiighta are at the ihorteft. I grant to Nature 
only what ihe commands imperioufly, and 
•which it is not poffible to refufe her. 

* I ato always fond of folitude and filcnce; 
but when 1 am with my friends I am difpofcd 
to converfe a great deal : this happens, perhaps, 
becaufe I fee them fcldbm, and I would com- 
]penfate for the filence of a year by the prate 
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cif aday; and when my friends depart 1 1>c^ 
come dumb again* 

^ Nothing is fo fatiguing Os to convcrfe with 
many, or with one whom we do not love, and 
who is not converfant with the farfxe lubjeds 
as ourfelves. I refemble thofe people of whom 
Seneca {peaks, who take life in detail rather 
than in the grols. I have taken.ahoufc at a 
league from Milan, to Shelter me from th$ 
heats, in a fine clear air, where I am dill more 
at liberty than in the town : here my table is 
abundantly fupplied; the peafants are ambi- 
tious, which Ihall bring me moft fruity filh^ 
ducks, and all forts of wild fowl. There is in 
my neighbourhood a fine monaftery of the 
Caf thufians newly founded, where I can CBJoy 
at all hours of the day the pure and delightjful 
pleaiures of religion* The gates are always 
open to me, a prinlege. few. people p^flefs: but 
we Ihould take care not to give troiible to 
others, in feeking our own convenience^ and 
thi^ prevented my lodging there. . It appears 
to me that it is here we moft frequently f*il: jyft- 
delicacy; and it is becaufe we are more occu- 
pied with ourfelves than foUcitous for our fel- 
low-creatures. In this happy retreat I wiijx 
for nothing but my old friends ; I wasr n^ i^ 
many fuch formerly, but death and abfqa^ 
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have diminilhed thcfe pofl'effions, and they are. 
only to be regained in imagination. Your fo-' 
ciety, and that of Socrates, I long flattered 
myfelf with obtaining: if you perfift in your 
rigour, I mufl: draw all the confolation I can 
from my pious monks ; their converfation* is 
neither bright nor wife, but it is innocent and 
holy: their repafts are not inviting, but there isv 
a perfe6l freedom in their company, arid their 
prayer^ will be my great confolation both in; 
life and at death. 

' Solo tn on has:told us that riches draw ^ara-^: 
fites, I have never obtained fo much of them* 
as to experience this truth. The little gold L 
have pafTes through^ my fingers, and my coffei^ 
is rather a paffage than dwelling-place for it* 
I know that it is niade to folace the wants^* 
and not to nouriih the paffions, of itiert* Ii* 
this view it was originally fought from thtf 
mines, purified, ftruck, and ftampcd. He who 
expends it properly is its mafter, he who lays 
it^iup its keeper, he who loves it a fool> he 
wWd fisars it a Have, he who adores it kn ido- 
later : the truly wife man is he who defpifes it; 
You wiih tQ hear news of our young man ; I 
don* t know what to fay about him : his man- 
ners are gentle^ and the bloflbms of his youth 
promife fmit; of what fort it will be I cannot 

VOL. II. R 
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yet guefs ; but 1 think I can flatter myfclf }fff 
w8I be an honeft man. I know he has under-'; 
ftaading ; but of what ufe is underflsmding li 
not cv^tivated by tf udy ? He flies ftora a booL 
as he would fly from the face of a ferpent. 

* I£ his difpofition pleafcs mc, 1 fee wit^ 
grief that idlenejfe will reduce it to nothing. 
Vrlyers, catefles, menaces, and pains, alJ havd 
been tried by me without fiiccefe : nature ha» 
always funnotuated my endeavours. I have 
nothing, however, to reproach myfeif with ; 
and i fludl be ikti&fied if, as I hope, he turns 
out a good man. The ^ory that lettjcrs be- 
ilow is, no doubt, greatly dcfirabfe ; but it is- 
difficult to acquare : it is more eafy to five a 
life of virtue thaai a life of fame. We pardon 
a mna if he ia ndt wife, but \\t licver forgive 
iiim if be is defc^Jsivc in goodnc^ j * and The- 
lnifl:ocIes fadd, he loved the man much betteV 
who was witheui letters^ thdn fetters withoitf 
the maeu' 

This year the Vifeomtis laid fiege toPsteii* 
Th^te t^s in this, city a man of finguku dilb^ 
ratft-er, who was called James BoB'^aato : bis 
fether was a trunk-asi£4ef . He c^rihfr ahstid^; 
deaed t-hie world to Hve in adefert tie life of »' 
feerimt,, and aft^rwiauda took the habit dT die 
©j^der of St. AugulMnc> :and at:q^irfed grei^t'ife^'^ 
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talked of at Pavia but the eloquence of brother 
James. Ejicbiiraged by thefe attentions, he 
declaimed \vith vehemcwce againft ufury, mo^ 
fiopolies, and the ornaments of dreis ; and the 
cfeift of bis preachiijig was a thorough refonn'* 
atian. Ufturcxs' wei'c no nooce fecn at Pavia; 
and even the ladies renounced their finery. 
After this he began to attack tyranny and ty*^ 
rants, and exhorted the Pavians to eftabliih a 
fcpxiblicaa government* The people liftcncd 
to him greedily, complied with all his^ regula* 
tioQs, s^nd gave him iixtj men for his guard ; 
fo that the lords of Beccaria, then governors of 
Pavia^ did not dare to oppofe him, and he be- 
camie maftcr in feft, though without any 
change of his monailic life, and his commands 
were considered as bleflings. * The fermons 
of a little monk,' fays Villani, * did ail this/ 

Petrarch wrote a letter to brother James, re- 
prefeating to him how ill war luitcd the hahit 
of a jmonk ; and that it was incumbent on him 
to promote peace, rather than few the flames 
of diicord : but it made no impreffion on him. 
When the Vifeomtis laid ficge to Pavia, the 
citizens were preffed by famine, and began to 
be difcouraged. Brother James never ceafed 
ta anknate them by his: preachings, and witH 
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a prophetic tone announcfcd viAoiy. One day 
their money failing, he fpokc with fo muck 
force againft liixuiy, that the ladies brought 
him their jewels ami rich habits, and the inch 
all the gold and filvcr they poffeflcd. He got 
the former fold a6t Venice, and obtained a con* 
fiderable fum for thenij; which ferved to fup 
.port Ihcm for fome time : but they were at laft 
obliged to capitulate. Bit)fhcf James treated 
with Galeas, who fliewed him the utmoft re-* 
fpetft, and granted' all his demands* After 
having c6*icerted with him the lieceflary regu* 
lations^ he brought him to Mikn, where, aS 
foon as he arrived, he delivered' him up to the 
mdnkS of his order> by whom brother James 
was fhut up in a ftrong prilbn, with very little 
light, fays Vilknij arid a great many wants; 
whcrcj no doubt > he repented he had not fol- 
lowed the good advice of Petr'arch* 

The year 1358 was almoft wholly employed 
by Petrarch in his treatife o^ the remedies of 
good and bad fortui>ev It i3. dedicated to: his 
friend Azon de Corrcge, whofe-paft life- and 
prefent fituation occafioned him to Undertake 
this workv In his dedication hedefcribes it as 
follows:' • 

• ' When I coniider the inftability of hUttiari 
afiairs> and the variations of fortufie, I find 
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nothing more uncettam or reillefs than the life 
of man. Nature has givisn to animals an ex- 
cellent remedy under difafters, which is the 
ignorance of them. We fecm better treated in 
intelligence, forefight, and memory: no doubt 
tkefe are admirable prefents; but they often 
aanoy more than they affift u4. A prey to un- 
ufefulor di&reffing cat«s, we 'arc tormented by 
the prefent, the pall, and the future; and, aS 
if we feared we fliould not be miferable enough; 
rejoin to the evil we luffer the remembrance 
<^ a former diflrefs, and the apprehehfion of 
/ome future calamity. Tliis is the Cerbetus with 
three hueads we combat without cealing. Our 
life might be gay and happy if we would : but 
we efegerly feek lubjefts of affli<9:ion. to rendd: 
it irkfome and melancholy. ' We pafs the fir ft 
years of this life in the Ihadcs 6f ignorance, the 
lucceeding ones in pain and labour, the latter 
part in grief and remorfe, and the whole in er- 
Tor : nor do we lufFer ourfelves to poffeis one 
bright day without a cloud. ' ' 

^ * Let us examine tfiis matter with fincerity, 
and we fhafl agree that our diftrefles chieflj^ 
arifctfrom ourfelves. It is Virtue alone which 
<^an. render us fuperior to fprtune : We q:uit'har 
ftandard, and the combat . is no longer equs^J. 
:Fortune mocks U3 ; fhe ti^rnis us on her wheel. 
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ihc fiufts And abde» va tt her fk^^ixK, ha^ 
her powfx ia founded on our iv^kneis. This 
is an old rooted evil^ but it is tiot incurable! 
there is nothing a firm and elevated nqnd can* 
ftot acconipUih. The difcaur& of the irife, apd 
iko {hid J of good foook»» aM <the beft rexxicdkft 
I know of 5 but to thcfe wcmuft jpinthc ooo^ 
<eht af the foul, without which the b^ advice 
V9x\\ be ufclefs. What gratitude do we not ow^ 
Jbo thofe great men who, though dead many 
#ge8 before uSi live with ua by then: wofka, diC* 
cpurfe with xkh are our mailers andguid^s^ ai^ 
jfetve us as pilots in tht navigation of life, wheje 
<>ur veifel is ^tgitated without ceafing by the 
^oirm$ of our paflions ! It is here tjbat ttud 
philoi[bphy brings us to a iafe ^ft, by ^ iujre 
find ^y pai&ge, not like that of the rdKfoIa^ 
>^bichjr raifmg us on its airy and deceit&d \yini^, 
^d caufipg us to hover on the clouds of frivq- 
Jou? difpute, lets us fall ^^ithput a^iy light or 
inilru^on in ^be faoie place where ihe took, 
us up, 

/Dear friend, I do not attempt to cxhoit 
y<Hi to. the ftudy I judge fo impprtantr Natwp 
.h9A givfn yp>i Bj taile for all knowl^ge, hot 
feftune b«» deified you the leifure to acquinc 
it: yet), whenever you could ileal a moment 
jkaOi public affwrft, you fought the cpnvodJh 
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tton i»f vrife nfen ; and I Ukvt ir^ha^^ SSst 
yoxir ixitmu)iryrtfftcn forved yon iaibrad of bocfk^ 
It IS therefca^mmeteSnty'to inyite you to do 
mhmtyaa h^ve idways done ; faiit> ais vme cttfndt 
intem «ll we hear or »ad^ k may be ufeftd ti> 
^srmftt your mind with ibme maxims th«t 
piay beft fervc to Bfm you agmitft the aiTaults 
cf im^oftuae. The Tulgv> end even philofi>- 
phers, have decided that adverfe fortune Wis 
jaaoft difficult to faftain : for my own part I adi 
*f ^"^i^i^tit opinion^ and believe it more eif^ / 
W iiuppoit advetfity than proiperity ; and that | 
fiMiinc is mcM¥ treacherous and dangerous when I 
&k \Gip&ffcs, than when ihe difmays ; expef iv 
elite 4ia^ taught me this, not books or ^r^ii'- 
iMnts. I have &en tp^ny perfotis fuibiin ^re^ 
}ol^^ poverty, exile, tortures, deaths and even 
disorders that were worfc tha»' death, witiji 
courage { but I have fecn none whoife h<;ads 
hate not bepn turned by power, riches, a»d 
honours. How often hg-ve we beheld tho^ 
overthrown by good fortune who could rtever 
he fhaken by bad! This made me wij(h to 
featti 'how to fuppqrt a great fortune. - Yxx^ 
tjiiow the Ihort time thi^ ^ork has takexi ; I 
haine been lefs attentive to what might. ihinc, 
than to what might be ufeful on this fubjefi:. 
?pTutb and virtue, aa* tb? wealtb ofiali me^, 
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arid Iball I not difcourfe of thefe with my dear 
.Azon ? I would prepare for you> as iii a Utdc 
^portable box, a friendly antidote againft the 
ipoifon of good and bad fortune. The one rc- 
^quires a rein to reprefs the falhes of a tranfport^ 
led foul ; the other a confolation to fortify the 
overwhelmed and afflided fpirit. 

' Nature gave you, my friend, the heart of a 
king; but Ihe gave you not a kingdom, of 
%<^hich therefore fortune could not deprive you. 
'But I doubt whether our age can furnifli an 
example of worfe or better treatment from her 
than yourfelf. In the firft part of life you vt^as 
•bldl with an admirable conftitution, and afto- 
■nifliing health and vigour : fbme years after 
Ve beheld you thrice abandoned by the phy- 
•ficians, who defpaired of your life. The hea- 
venly Phyfician, who was your fole relburce, 
Teftored your health, but not your former 
^rength : you were then called iron- footed, 
for your Angular force and agility ; you are now 
1)ent, and lean upon the Ihoulders of thofe 
SvHom you formerly Supported ; your country 
-beheld you one day its governor, the next an 
xxife. Princes diiputed for your friendlhip, and 
'afterwards confpired your ruin. You loft by 
•3^ath the greateft part of your friends ; the 
•reft, according to cuftom,- deferted you in cala- 
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ihity. To tKe& mis£i>rtune3 was added ai vio* 
lent difeafe^ which attacked you when you 
were dcftituteof airiuccours^ at a diilance from 
your country and iamily, in a ftrange land in- 
vefted by the troops of your enemies, fb that 
thofe two or three friends, whom fortune had 
left you, could not come near to relieve you. 
In a word, you have experienced every hard- 
ftiip bfut -imprifonment and death : but what 
do I fay ? you have felt all the hcwrrors of the 
former, -when your faithful wife and children 
Were flitit up by your enemies ; and even dee^h 
followed you, arid took one of thofe children, 
for whoie lofs you would willingly have facri-^ 
ficed your own. 

• * In you have been united the fortunes of 
Pompey and Marius ; but you were neither ar- 
rogant in prosperity as the one, nor difcouraged 
in adverfity as the other. You have lupported 
both in a manner that has made you loved by 
your friends, and admired by your enemies. 
There is a peculiar charm in the fercne and 
tranquil air of virtue, which enlightens all 
around it, in the midft of the darkcft fceries 
and the greateft calamities. My ancient fricnd- 
ftiip for you has caufed me to quit every thing 
to perform a work, in which, as in a glafs, you 
pay adjuft and prepare your foul for all eventsi 
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•ad be able to iky^ as JSoen jiiditd llie19^^ 
^ Nothing of this 19 ncvr tome ; J^hi!re^fe|«diBtm 
gnd am prepared for k all/* I am ^aHMc iiat 
m the diiEbrckrs of the ramd^ as weli^as tfaoft 
of the body^ dUcouries are not thoi:^ht the 
fno^ efficacious remedies ; b^ I am per fuad-^ 
cd alfo thdit the ma)ady of tht fouitHigbt to be 
cpred by fpiritual applications. If we fee ^ 
friend in diftref^ and giye him all the ironfo* 
lation v?c are able, we perfc^m the duties cf 
jpr^endihip^ which pays more attoittMi to tithe 
difpofition of the heart than, the Tahar of tht 
gift* A fmail prcfent may be the teiUmony 
of a great love. There is no good i <fe> tioi 
wifli you ; and this is all I citn c^r tpWardit, 
I wiih this little ti-catiic may be c^nife to yau; 
if it ihould not anfwer my hopes, I ^aU> hcrw-t 
ever be fepire of pardon firqni ymir fri^ddit|vv 
jt pxeiexits yon with the four great fi^Cfionsi 
^ope and Joy, the daughters of Profperity, Feat 
^d Grief, the pfilipring qf Adverfity, who.^ 
tack the ibul, and lance at it all the|r ai^iowsji 
Reafon commands in the dtadel to fcpulfo 
$hem : your pcnetratbn will eafily percciv^ 
yhich fide will obtain the vi<^Qry.' » v 

This tre^tile pf Petrarch*^ made a great noifd) 
$he morncisit it appeared (t very one was* eagof 
|,p obtain it. It is full of gei^ius^ emdition^ 



toA tme phUoibpl^^^nd eiilivenal bja thotilaii<| 
fzampfes from sHioicnt ^fustd from mod<!m hi<I- 
•orf. Wc muft *dd, in juftice to Petrarch^ 
that the misSba-tunes c^ Axon de Corfegc ne- 
i/trl<t£kncd hifc friendfliip for him to his deaths 
•The courit of hip bufferings and exile is not vcrf 
fscrtain j three ^ his fcrvants were hanged, an4 
he only favted his Ufe by. Retiring to F^rrara, and 
f>t teft went to Mftntua^ to live with the rela-^ 
tionsof his wife, 

in Jiwe 1558 a pe^e was concluded betv^eii 
the GaosL^tgxBs^ lords of Mantim, and the ViC- 
tpomi^s, tQ which Petrarch, by hiij influence^ 
greatly contributed. Qnc pf the article^ of it 
was, that Ugolin Goonzagua fhould efpoufc Ca* 
tliarim: Vifcomti, the daughter of Matthew 
Vifbomth The tnarrijcgc wa? celebrated at 
Mihi^ with great magaifioence : ^t the famt 
lim^ Bamahas had a child baptiied. The feafh 
4311 thefe occaiians toiled ieveral days, with 
<ga»ies and tourr^amentis, ^nd all kinds of re^ 
Joicing?. 

Petc»t:h was a greiit part of the fummer at 
lioiterno. The Oatthi^fiam^ with whom he 
^^»e&t mnoix pf hi$ time, talked of nothing but 
%hc fan<ftity and virtues of their general ; this 
^wa»i Joktk ^irei/ whom tHe cardinfels woiUd 
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have made pope after the ddath of Clern6nt» 
if the cardinal dc TatUerand had not. opposed 
^t. Petrarch was preflcd by theft monks J:o 
write to John Birel, as the prior of the Car^- 
thufians at Milan was going to a general chap^ 
ter held in the great monaftery of that order. 
His letter is dated, ' From the Monaftery of 
the Carthufians at Milan, where I dwell/ 

* Full of aftonifliment and admiration, J 
fpeak to you as I would fpeak to Jefus Chrili 
jhimfclf, who, no doubt, dwells in your heart : 
for the heart of the juft, is it not Ac temple of 
.God ? They fay you are an angel, apd that 
you lead the life an angel would do if hie was 
on earths For my part, I behold you as a ftar 
which rifes from the monaftery of the Car-- 
-thulians to enlighten a finful world, as we iee 
the morning fun rife from the eaftcm moun- 
tain to illuminate the world* How happy arc 
you ! How miferable am I ! While I an^ 
iJiTuggling with tlip t^mpeftuous w^av:es of timo, 
in continual view of the death I dr^d, ypii 
♦jare arrived fafe in port, and, fo to ipeak^ (en- 
tered into th? porch of jiaradife, with the hope, 
or rather thq aiTuranc^, 6( 4 blefled ^ndiga^- 
left lifer - ■ , : . , . : 

;; .After bef?eching: the bJeiTiiiyg of his .pj^y^jp 
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,flidt God would infprrc his mind with unfeign- 
'cd charity, perfeft piety, and holy religion, 
he finishes his letter thus : 

' From whence can my confidence arife to 
a m^i I have never feen ? It is not my merit 
.which gives it, but my love for you and your 
pious flock. It is the idea of your piety which 
makes me hope an eafy accefs to your favour. 
We fbmetimes love thofe the befl we do not 
perfonally behold. Sinner as I am, I lee you 
in Jefus Chrift, who views us all, and whom 
we behold in all things. I would however 
that my eye« alfb rejoiced in this fight, and, 
though I daily hear of your pious words, that 
my ears could enjoy them from your own 
mouth* In fine, though I embrace you ten- 
derly with my foul, I wifh to enfold you in my 
arms, and kifs that hand I revere, that hand 
confecrated to God. I know you better than 
you imagine. Placed on a facred elevation, 
your virtue makes you known of many with 
whom you are not acquainted. To this is join- 
ed that precious pledge I have confided to your 
cafe, that only brother enrolled in the militia 
of Jefus Chrif?, under the banners of your pro- 
tection. Of all the gifts I have received fronj 
nature or fortune, none is {6 dear to me as he 
is: I know that you love him as your fon : 
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you have tsdicn fatm frotA me ': t im'tdstfoUAf 
rrejoic€, naj, I gloi^ in a brother Worthy t» 
ferve Jefus Chrift iilr ytour holy foully ;'thb bate 
infpircd mc with eoDfidemce towarcls you, TKe 
prior of the OartbuiiaBs at Milan^ whci wifi 
prefent you with my letter stud rdy homage^ 
will confirm my affe^onatie fentirhcnts for jrom 
and your order.* 

John Birelj in his anfWcr to Pctrafch, fq)ri- 
mand^ him fcverely for the praifes he had gireft 
him, faying, that it was not right to prafe any 
one to their face. He exhorts Petrarch to em^- 
ploy the great talents God had given him in 
works on morab and devotion, and in particu* 
lar defired he wouid write a treatife on the 
dignity of human nature, which pope Inno^ 
cettt IIL had promifed to the world wheji he 
pubSflied his trcatifc on th^ miifery of man. 

Pietrarch, after juftlfying himfelf for the 
praifcs he had bellowed by the examples of the 
greateft faints, Auguflan, Jerome, Ambrofe, 
&c. fays, * I could make yoH the fame re- 
proaches with much better foundation : I nei^ 
ther claim nor merit the praifes you have bc- 
ftowed on my genius- You define me to nmke 
good the ptomifes of others, who have not 
time to fiiifiL my own. Perhaps alfo, it was a 
fuigcA too difficult for the gifeat pope,' and 
3 



'wk^ tkch win it be fof me ? Innocent IJL 
>j:«s oiMf ^ the wifcft men of his tge^ and di(i 
ko^tir to tht holy fee* Kc kmew that Kunoaa 
miftry was an octenixve^ aad kmxiUL felicityi 
a-ft^rt and ddicstse fubjcd. 

* t am .engaged m a treatife on the remedies 
o^ good »tui bad fortune^ in which I tty tx> 
fopprefs or extirpate, if pofliblei the paffioas o£ 
the. foul. I was in the chaptef of grief and 
taifery when I received your ietten i appre- 
hend that the malady of the fou) called grief/ 
can only be ciifcd by the iiibjecft of joy we arc 
fumilhed with &otxx the dignity of human na- 
ture. One would hare imagined you knew 
what 1 was about when you wrote, and that 
you meant yout letter as a fpur : it is certain 
I am animated by it The honour of your 
notice, and the pleasure of obeying your co«n*s 
inanda, fhait infpire me with courage ; and if 
1 cannot treat the fubje(5t in partucullar as. ycm 
Retire, you will accept it as con&leced mora 
generally in the treattfe 1 hare mentiomed.' 

The correfpondence of Petraichj with John 
Birel was Ihort. This general of the Carthu- 
£ans died foon after with thd higheft reputes 
tion for his^iety and g(Md works, . 

retrarck had an iiiflammaticm in hks 1^ 
while he was^t Lfintei:pO| occafioa^ hy^ ^^^ 
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volume of Cicew s cpiftles fallittg on it as her 
was reaching it down, and this happened more" 
than once. * I could not help/ fap he, ' alk- 
ing Cicero, with a fmile, why dq you ftrike 
the man who loves you fo much ?* His leg: 
was.fb bad through ne^eft, that advice was 
fent for, and the phyficians thought it muft. be 
cut off; but by. reft and fomentations he reco- 
vered* * It is fingular/ adds Petrarch, ' that 
from my childhood the accidents I h^ive met 
with have always chofen this leg ; whidi ha? 
made one of my fervants caJL it pkafentlyy tho 
leg of ill fortune : in reality thefe are motives 
to believe in fate; and why not, if by thisr 
word we underftand providence V 

As fbon as he recovered, Petrarch took a 
little journey to Bergamo, eight leagues from 
Milan. The occafion of it was this* Thcrct 
was in that city a gqldfmith of excellent IkiU 
in his trade ; he was born with a lively geniusi. 
and would have made a great progrcls in let- 
ters, if he had applied to them early; but he 
was Ibmewhat advanced in life when this hu- 
mour took hold of him. It foon abforbcd his 
whole attention, and caufed him to negle6l his 
trade. Struck with the renown of Petrarch, 
he was determined, whatever it coft him, to 
become acquainted with fo great a man, and 






to vi^ritt his ^fteem : Jbe tried fereral methods 
ta intr<Mluce himfdif, and , at kd iucceedcd. 
* IttiYouId liavp been barbatpus/ fays Petrarch, . 
' tohavcxpfufed him what coft me fo little, 
afl4 delighted him fo much*' The favourable 
reception, that. Petrarch gave him quite turned 
hi* head; his joy was exprcffed in his countc- 
naace, gait, and. gefhiras; he fpent a grett part 
of his fortune in having the. name and arms of 
Petrarch cither chafed, carved, or inlaid upon 
every thing in his houfe ; and at a great ex- 
pence he got all his writings copied ; for Pe- 
trarch, had given to his ardent entreaties what 
he had denied the greateft princes. By de-. 
grees he entirely changed his charafter and 
manner of life, and abandoned his trade, which 
was a very profitable one* 
' Petrarch repeatedly told him it was too late 
to devote himfelf to ftudy, and that he ought 
i)n no account to quit his buiinefs. Obedient 
to his advice on every other fubjeft, and liften-* 
ing to him as an oracle, he would not be per- 
fuaded in this matter to alter his refolution, 
but flhiut up his fliop, and fperit all his time in 
the fchpols of the profeflbrs, ia which that city 

abounded* 

He w£^s paflionately dcfirous that Petrarch 
fliould vifit him, at Bergamo; ' 0.ne day only,* 
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faid fee, * would he honour my Kou& with his 

prefence, it would be my glory and felicity for 

ages/ Petrarch kept him ha fufpcnfe for fomc 

years, but at laft, moved with his earneft fup- 

plications, and thd.pkafure he felt in bcftow- 

ing happineis, he went to Bci^attio, thoi^h 

fome of his friends were againft it, and th<night 

it would be demeaning himfclf. The jewelko 

Who& name was Henry Coprat, came to fetch 

him, and, that he might foe amti^d upon the 

road, he brought with him fome men of genius 

Whofc conrerfation might be agreeable to him j 

ibme of Petrarch's friends followed, curious to 

obferve the event of this iingular vifit* Whed 

they came to Bergfeimo, the governor, com- 

Inanding officer, and principal people of thd 

City, came out to meet Petrarch, and r^idered 

fcini the grcateft honour*. They -wouM have 

lodged him in the city hotjel, or ibme palace^ 

The goldfmith was terrified left he ihould not 

be preferred ; but he was unjuft to Petrarch^ 

who was faithfuJ to his ptDmife, and went 

with the friends who followed him to his 

houfe- He had niade vaft preparations; the 

houfe was magm^cently decorated, the cham* 

ber deftined to Petrarch hung with purpk^ the^ 

bed gilt, and the banquet was a royal one* 

ilis library was more like a fcholar s devote! 



to letters, than a tf adcfman's who had fpent 
his life in i Oiop. 

Petrarch went away the next day, fatiisited 
^vith honours and good things^ Nereif was a 
hoft fo delighted with his gueft : his joy was fo 
immoderate, that his relations feared he would 
fall fick, or turn fooL The governor, and a 
great train, accompanied Petrarch much fur-* 
Iher than he defired. The goidfmith could 
Hot quit him, and they were obliged at laft to 
force him away^ 

Petrarch arrived that night At Linterrio, 
\vhere he paffed the reft of the autumn, 1358* 
tie had a letter from Lelius, in which he in- 
forms him that the office of apoftolic fecretary 
Was conferred on Zanobi de Strata> but had 
been Solicited for him by his friends. Petrarch, 
after repeating what he had fo often faid oA 
this fubje<9:, adds : 

* It gives me pleafufe Zanobi has this em- 
"ployment : I love, and am fure of being be- 
loved by him. Among ib many enemies of* 
God and man, we (hall at leaft have one friend 
in that court. But I lament the lofs of the 
■Mufes> and I pity his fate. In accepting this 
office, he has had more regard to riches than 
"reputation, life, or repofe. It was not long 
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ago he joked me in a friendly manner for chcx)f- 
ing a turbulent and noify city for my Helicon- 
He was Ignorant of the free, retired/ and tran- 
quil life I lead at Milan. He difapproved alfo 
of my fituation in Provence, fuppofing it im- 
poffible for any one to be happy on that fide 
the Alps. Nevcrthelefs, at Vauclufe, if re* 
fpefting my body and my errors I led the life 
of a man, with refpe6l to the peace of my 
mind I led the life of an angel. When Za- 
nobi talked in this manner, he did not forcfee 
he fhould foon be an exile from Italy, and an 
inhabitant of the Babylonian Parnaffus. If I 
know him, he will often regret his country, 
and the leifure he enjoyed at Naples, and wiU 
envy the freedom I pojQTefs at Milan. He will 
be richer, no doubt, but he will be le6 
happy.' 

1359. It was moft fevere weather when 
Petrarch wrote this letter; his ink was frozen, 
his hand benumbed. It fnowed violently: fo 
great a qu?intity had never been feen between 
the Alps and the Appeni^^ne. Many villages 
and houfes in the country fufFered extremely. 
At Bologna the fnow lay fixty feet deep, and 
they made a vault under it, where the young 
people had feaiU a»i4iverlions. Villani, and 



Other hiftorians, fpeak of this fnow, which fell 

in February, as exceeding what had been 

knoWn in the memory of man. 

• Petrarch's fon was at this time at Avignon. 

fiimonides, who was there alfo, after fpeaking 
of their common friends Lelius, Socrates, &€; 

with all the warmth of friendlhip, talks to 

him of his fon, whom he calls John Petrarchu 
•' He hardly ever leaves me,' fays he; ^* he 
^mufes me by his converfation, and teaches 
nie many things. I find him gentle and mo-s* 
deft ; a good fign in a young man, if we may 
believe Seneca. I conjure you not to give ear 
too lightly to what may be faid againft him ; 
either I am much deceived, or you will fee 
him one day almoft liich as you wifli him to 
be.' We are not told why Petrarch's fon 
went . to - relide at Avignon, or what he had ' 
done to incur his father's difpleafure. 

Petrarch had a viiit this year from his friend 
Boccace. United by the fame genius and dif* 
pofition, they wrote often, and had a tender 
regard- for each other. They had been but 
little together before, and this reunion con- 
firmed their friendlhip. Boccace called Pe^- 
trarch his mafter, and exprelTed great obliga- 
tions to him for the knowledge he had com- 
munieq(ted to ^im. liis charader had beeij 
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diifipated and libertine, and he a>nfe0es that 
to Petrarch he owed the oonvcrfon of hi$ 
heart. His Decameron, which he wrote lA 
1348, IS a proof of the freedom of his fenti- 
mAnts in the early part of hb life. He was 
about forty-five years old when he came to 
Milan. Petrarch convinced him it was fhame* 
fill at his age to lofe his time among w^omen ; 
that he ought to employ himfclf in mor* 
ferions pnrfuits, and turn his Solicitude towards 
Heaven, inftcad of fixing it upon the earth, 
His eclogues, like thofe of Petrarch, are ob^ 
fbure ^nd enigmatical. 

After pafling fome days at Milan, his affairs 
oWigcd him to retum to Florence in the bc-^ 
ginning of April. The weather was fb>rmy, 
ftnd the waters out, Petmrch begged he would 
Write to him as foon as he had pa^ed the Fa 
and the other riveys, v^rhich he did. 

Petrarch writing to Simonidc?, ipealw thm 
6f this vifit : 

^ We have pfiffed our days delightfuily,. bat 
they flided too f;^ a>yay. We only wanted 
you to CQinpletc pur fpciety. I could not be 
cafy at my friend's fetting out in fuqh bad wea- 
ther, till I learned he had p^fTed fafely th? kin^ 
of rivers ; he has only after this to crofs the 
Appennicie, that father of th^ mountains. Thi| 
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friend knows all my thoughts^ and vr ill give yo^ 
a faithful account of my tranfaftions.* 

Simonides anfwerc<J Petrarch from Plo-! 
rence :. ' Be at pe^ce, our dear Boccace ha^ 
pafled the king of rivers and the father- of 
mountains, and is arrived here fafc and in 
good health/ 

Soon after his arrival at Florence, Boccace 
fent Petrarch a fine copy of Dante's poem^ 
which he bad t^ken the pains to copy, and h^ 
apolpgifes for the praifes he gives him, bj 
faying he was his firft mafter, the firft light 
which illuminated his mind. It was generally 
thought Petrarch was jealous of Dante, becaufQ 
he had no copy of hi? works; Petrarch was 
ccmcerned that Boccace Ihould adopt tbis bpi-^ 
nion, ai^d wrote (o him as follows* 

^ The praifes yon have given to Dante are 
well founded, . worthy both of him and you, 
and much more flattering than thofe applaufes 
of the vulgar, vyhi<?b diihirb ih^ peace of his 
Planes, 

' If we owe much to the fathers of our bo» 
dy, how much, more are we indebted to thofe 
who have formed our roindf I unite with you 
in praifing this great poet, whqfe ftyle is vulgar, 
but whoie fentiments are noble and beautiful. 
} am only difpleafed that you know me {q 
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little, by whom I wifli to be pcrfe^ly known t 
of all the plagues of the foul, I am the Icaft 
aflaulted by envy. » My father was ftridly 
united with Dante, and the iame ill fortimc 
purfued them : neither injuftice, exile, nor po* 
verty, neither the love of his wife or children, 
could take this poet from his ftudies, though 
they required lilence and repofc : for this I can 
never enough admire him. I fee many reafons 
for loving, but none for hating or defpifing him. 
His genius, fentiment, and huniour, excellent 
in their kind, place him very far above con- 
tempt. I feared when young to read writers 
in the fame language, left by hazard I fhould 
cppy their fentiments or manner. * I have al- 
ways avoided with care every kind of imita- 
tion, and if it has happened, it has been by ac- 
cident ; this was the reafbn I did not read 
Dante then, though I admire him lincercly 
now; and was I envious, it muft be of the 
living, for death is the tomb of envy as well 
as of hatred. All that I can be reproached for 
is, that I have faid, he fucceedcd beft in the 
vulgar tongue, both in verfe^ and profe ; that 
he rifes higher, and pleafes moft in this, you 
y/'dl agree with rhe ; and what author is there 
who has fucceedcd equally in every ftyle? 
This was not even granted to Cicero, Virgil, 
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Salluft, or Plato, v^hen eloquence, tiow dead^ 
was at its height. It is (ufficient for a man ta 
-excel in one Ipecies of writing. I had this 
upon my mind, and I am confoled now that I 
have exprefled it to yon/ 

In May 1359 Petrarch received a letter 
from the emprefs Ann, to inform him of th« 
birth of a daughter, and the joy this event liad 
given her. She had been married five years 
without any children, 

Petrarch in his anfwer expreffes his gratitude 
for the great honour Ihe had done him ; and 
enumerates the illuftrious women whofe vir-f 
tue, courage, and great anions, have givca 
them fuch juft renown, 

Petrarch being informed his friend thi^ 
bifhop of Cavaillon was returned from Ger^ 
many to his diocefe, after he had been in qua-^ 
lity of nuncio to the pope, wrote to congr^^ 
tulate him on his arrival ; and fays, * I dread 
more than death thofe long and ds^ngerous 
journeys you take fo often ; it is time for you 
to repofe yourfelf. I cannot cxprefs the ardent 
defire I have to behold you again ; it is now 
ifeven years that we have been feparated, I 
was in my youth abforbcd in love ; in age I am 
wrapped up in my friends, chilled in one pe-p 
-jrio4, and w&ripcd in the othof . I refign what 
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I onoc adored^ and I adore thofc I then only 
loved. At the moment when you les^ think 
of it> you will perhaps fee me in your library ; 
on the banks of my river, or in my cavc,^ I wait 
for my Socrates, or rather your Socrates, Love 
him, treat him as your dear child, as you have 
ilways treated me, and never forget your fer* 
vant** 

S<mi<i malicious people perfecuted Socrates, 
Petrarch wrote to encourage him, and invite 
tim to Mil^n* * I know,* fays he, ^ you wiih 
to fee me ; never have we been fo long fepa-- 
fated ; nothing indeed can divide fouls united 
fcy virtue and the faith of Jefus Chrift : but, 
after all, there is nothing like the prefence of 
« beloved friend. Come, you are expe<fted 
and longed for ; you will find friends unknown 
to you, and a reputation; your fociety will 
increafe, and not diminilh: come, the way 
isihort; Jet nothing ftop you: either you muil 
fix with me, or I miift come to you* Your 
Journey will hot be tuiufeful; you will fed 
Vne ; you will fee Italy : the Alps, which iepa» 
fate you at prcfent fromyoilr friend, will fcr«/e 
you as a baifrier againft thofe ^nyigus ferpentsi 
^lie pu?fue your p«aoe,'^ 

Sodrate?; did not accept this invitation : hp 
loved ^ctrapch'.iibove.all rnen; he.'detefte^ 



*s 
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Avignon, and wiftied to fee Italy; but Kfi 
could not refolve to quit France, and run the 
hazard of ending his days in a foreign co\m* 
try. 

When Petrarch returned from Lintcmo, he 
met with an accident in his houie at Milai^ 
which diltrcffed him very much. As he arofe 
one morning he found he had been robbed of 
all but his books ; as he perceived it was a do- 
meftic robbery, he could fufp6<^ none but .h& 
fon John, who was returned from Avignon, 
and his iervants, He was become extremely 
libertine, and it was the neceflities his de^* 
bauched life reduced him to that had brought 
him to this a<ftion : he fought every day with 
Jiis father's iervants, and Petrarch could not keep 
either him or them within any bounds, fo that 
he loft all patience, and turned them all out of 
his houfe ; his fon begged to be received again^ 
bvit Petrarch would not for Ibme time consent 
to it. This event had occafioned him to quit 
Jiis retired houfe at St. Ambrofe, in which he 
did not think himfclf in fafety ; ^nd he took St 
iinall numfion in the middle of the city, whert 
he remained but a ihort time : hk love of foil* 
tude and repofe foon in4uced him td feek % 
p^orfc retired habitation ; he found one in t\v^ 
HiPljaftery of St. SimpUcieo, iitvated out of thp 
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walls. * I have here/ fays he, ^ a long cover- 
ed walk feparated from the fields by a narrow 
woody path, from whence I can go round the 
city without meeting any one ; for fuch is the 
f jlitude of this place, that yoii feem to be in the 
middle of a wood, if the view of the city in 
fome parts, and the noife we fbmetimes hear> 
did not remind us we are near it/ 

Petrarch afked one of the monks for a life of 
St. Simplicien : ' He brought me a book,' fays 
he, ^ which the author had compiled from the 
Confeffions of St. Auguftine, but in a very flat 
and injudicious manner. I threw it afide ia 
anger ; but it brought to my mind a good 
faying* *' The glory of faints depends not upon 
the eloquence of biographers. Thofe faints 
-want not the pen of mortals who are written 
' in the book of life/' But, if we fuppofe a good 
writer capable of the work, who wilhes to 
:animate the living rather than . honour the 
dead, where will he meet with fafts, if we find 
none in the houfe of the faint himfelf? It is 
only from the tcftimony of St. Auguftlne we 
learn that Simplicien was all his life a faithful 
fervant of God, well verfed in the duties of an 
evangelical life; that he contributed to his 
converfion, and was chofen to fucceed Su 
'Anibrofe by the direiliqn of that gre^t faint* 
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This is all I could difcovcr of my facred hoft ; 
God knows the reft/ 

A phyfician, called Albdn de Canobjo, who 
was fond of Petrarch, wrote to invite him to 
his country houfe at the foot of the Alps. The 
air of Milan was become infeftious : * Come 
hither/ fays Albin, ' the air is very good, and 
you will have always near you a phyfician and 
a friend/ Petrarch replied, ' It becomes 
not one of tny age to fly from death : it is 
needlefs fo to do, becaufe it comes every where. 
I would Iboper vifit you as my friend than my 
phyfician. The art of phyfic may be ufcful to 
preferve health, and cure lefler diforders ; but 
in violent difeafes it is of little ufe : we lee 
phyficians themfelves defpair and run away, 
Tvhich proves the ignorance or the weaknels of 
men.- 

Gui Settimo was appointed this year, 1^599 
to the archbifliopric of Genoa. As he was ex- 
tremely beloved, it caufed great joy in Genoa* 
Petrarch wrote to congratulate him : * I know 
not,' faid he, * whether I fhould rqjoice or 
grieve for your exaltation ; you will have more 
lionour and revenue, but you will lofe that 
ireedom you are^ lb fond of. But why do I 
iay this ? You did not enjoy, liberty, you w^as 
the fervant of the public j ypu are liow the 
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Icrvant of God j your condition is to be re** 
joiced in/ 

' He was fcdrccly fettled in his new dignity^ 
N^vhich brought him back with fuch honour to 
his country, when he was attacked with violent 
fits of the gout, and begged Petrttfdh to write 
him fome confolations againft jiain, affuring 
Jiim that he fufiered with patiencJe, Petrarch 
ianfwcred him with his ufual fpirit and philofb- 
^hy, and then adds : ' I would have fent you 
my remedies of good and bad fortune, but I 
have nti perfon at prefent who can copy it* 
'The young man whom we have both taken 
ib niuch pains with^ that he nlight be the ho*^ 
tiour, relief, and joy of my old agt, over- 
whelms me with (hame and grief. This is 
contrary to my fof mer predi<5lions : alas ! they 
touft be now effaced j he is the flave of his 
paflions, envious, and difobcdient; he hates 
^knowledge and virtue. But we muft fuffer all 
things with patience* Auguftus, cfteemed the 
happieft of men, did not he lament the giving 
birth to three poifons ? I, that have but one, 
ihould do wrong to complain/ 

This fon of Petrarch did every thing he 
could to qbtain his father's forgivenefs, and to 
be received into his houfe ; he acknowledged 
his faults, and ptomifed to correA thcmr* Pe- 



trarch wfote him a very fliarp letter, in which 
he refiifes to receive hiin then, but that hct 
iliould be ready to do it when he gave proofs 
of his reformation* tn efFe<ft, he permitted 
him foon after this to return home, and ap- 
pears as much rejoiced as his fon at this re- 
union. 

In 13^0, Galeas Vifcomti removed from Ml* 
tan to Pavia ; the cruelties of his brother had 
rendered his fociety infupportable. He embel- 
lifhed his new city, and rendered it a very agree- 
ble and magnificent (ituatlon : Petrarch often 
paffed a part of the fummer with him there* 
He built a citadel of aftonilhing iize, and at an 
immenfe expence ; a covered bridge over the 
Tefin, ornamented with marbkj which is {kill 
the favourite walk of the I^vians ; and he made 
a fine park, which was twenty miles in cir- 
cumference, and liored it with deer and game 
of all forts* He cftablifhed an univerfity for 
nil the iciences, engaged able profeflbrs, and 
ordered all his iubje<5ls to fend their childrea 
to ftudy there* All that he did was great ; and 
5?etrarch iays of him, referring to the citadel 
bf Pavia> * Galeas furpaffed other men in moft 
things, but in the magnificence of his build- 
ings he furpaffed himfelf.' 
* This year Nicholas Acciajoli, who had been 



jj^a l^E LIFE OP fiddK 

£)r ibxne time at the court of Avignon, where. 
he was on a public bufineis from the king of 
Hungary^ was ient by the pope to Milan» to 
negociate a peace with Barnabas, who had in- 
Taded Bologna. The grand ienechal was ex- 
tremely defirous to fee Petrarch, who gives this, 
account of their interview to Zanobi : ' Your 
Maecenas is come to treat with my Auguftus, 
and has been twice to fee me : neither the 
number of vifits, the multitude of affairs, nor 
the dlftance, could prevent him- This great 
man came to my remote dwelling, and entered 
into my little houfe, as Pompey entered into 
that of the philofopher Poffidonius ; the fafces 
downward, the head uncovered, bowing with 
refpeft. What could an inhabitant of Parnaflus 
do more, was he to enter into thp temple of 
Apollo and the Mufes ? This generous hu-i 
mility moved nie, and Ibme peribns o£ diftinc- 
tion who followed him, almoft to tears : fuch 
was the majefty of his air, the foftnefs of his 
mabtlcrs, the dignity of his language, preced- 
ed by a filence more exprcffive than words! 
We convetfed upon all fubjeftsi and ipote oi 
you in particular. He examkied>my books 
with condefcenfion, ftaid a long time, and went 
away with concenii He- has honoured my 
dwelling {or much, that not only Romans and 
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Florentines, but ereiy lover of the fcicnces^ pays 
homage to it; His prcfencie, his noble coun- 
tenance, has fpread joy and peace in this royal 
city: he has completed' the favour he always 
exprefled for me, and his prefence h^s faifed ra- 
ther than diminiflied the idea I had of him. 
Howr happy are you to have iuch a friend ! 
Adieu ! Do hot forget me. 

The difpute about Bologna between the poJ)q 
and Barnabas Vifcomti was more violent than 
ever, and a proceeding was commenced againft 
the latter. Galeas was not to be included in 
itj on condition he fliould not aid his brother. 
Galeas confcnted, having in view an alliance 
with Frahce> and being very unwilling to break 
yith the pope* 

. King John was ftill a prisoner at London j 
the truce was expired between the French and 
Englifh. Edward entered France with a pow- 
erful army, perfuaded that nothing could reiift 
him, and that before the end of the campaign 
he fliould become mafter of that kingdom^ He 
laid fiege to Rheims, byt was obliged to raifa 
it, and approached Paris, where he fent to defy 
the regent to battle, and ravaged the coun- 
try around it : but his army being ftraitened for 
provifion, he removed toward Chartres. On a 
fiidden there arofe fo terrible ^ ftorm> accom- 
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pankcl with thimdcr and hall-ftones of fiiph i 
prodigious Cizt, that it cruftied to death both 
tocn and horfcs ; dnd fo violent a tain dclugdl 
the camp^ that a tbou&nd laldiers and fix thou- 
land horfca were buried in it. . iThe yiolcac^ 
p( the winds, and the rapidity of the tprroit^ 
tarried all before them. The Eogliflj h)iix>rian 
(ays, tha.t the troops looked upon thb dterm* as 
a mark of God's wrath, and that, the king him* 
felf was of this opinion. It is atffirmed that he 
turned towards the church of Chartres, and 
Inade a vow to confent to peace> which v/as 
concluded Ibme finjc after, .One of the arti-* 
cles pf it was, that king John fhould pay thre* 
ttiHlions of gold crowns for his ranfom; fix liyn- 
dred thoufand at Calais, four months after his 
jS^rriral j and four hundred thoufand every year 
till {dl ihould be paid. The performance of this 
agreement was very difficult. France was dc* 
folated, and witiiout refources. Monfey did not 
circulate : thofe who had any concealed it : all 
forts of means were employed to bring it forth. 
The good cities taxed themfelves ; the finan- 
ciers and Jews were laid dnder contribution j 
and the pope granted two tenths from tht 
clergy. Philip dtf Comines fpcaks of leather 
money being ufed at this time, with a nail of 
iUver ia the middle. 



' Gileas Vifcomti took advantage of John's 
iiml]iartaffij!ig iifuation* to kkroand isis xbugktdr 
£6dDdia for Jx>fan OaieniB/ iik fon. liiiboriang 
afiwe u^ this honotur cofi lnm>deat^ Yilkiii 
fi^, tjie king ibid IiIb dsbighter for iix huii- 
iked'tboftifand Aorins ; and tuiakes angular re<^ 
fiftflkbn oia tliis fujbjefti * Whejti we con&lc* 
the grandeur of France^ wiib would: lianre im^ 
pmd that, fey the jattadts of a king of Bo©- 
la»d, A ptttjr sionarcb im compwiibsi, it? king 
flK)£i]d t)c reduce^ to feil hi? own flfffti ais at ^ 
J)i3biic audionV 

Ifajbella wa$ twelve yea*s old, aad John Ga:* 
Ic33 liot eleven, but of ripe underftaadiiig for 
that age. When he was but iivje y^ars oldj 
being iiir his father's (toutt^ in tJbue ttiidftpf thji 
'great perfons aijembled, h0 was ^fcry,e4<^ e^-^ 
ami^e their faces and appearance vcty ajtteja^ 
tively : his father afked him which he th^wgfe* 
the wifeft perfon there ; after .looking ^lin at. 
every poe of them^ he weait to Petrarchi.fioK^k 
him by ihe hand, and bro«^ht hinpt 0; hig ft^* 
ther. V 

IfeUdla made kef entrance into 1S/i4m itfeq. 
8th of Odober, 1360, attended by the count 
of Savoy. She was dreflea iii royal babi^s^ re- 
oeiyed all the honoiin3 paid to queens^ and (fe^di 
a rpyal court; at which no ladies appeared be- 
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fore her with any covering on their heads. 
This ceremony lafted till the celebration of the 
marriage, when, fetting this royalty afide> ihc 
did homage to the Vifcomtis and their wives. 
The marriage was celebrated with the greateft 
magnificence ; the Vifcomtis invited all the 
lords of Italy, who' came to it with all readi- 
nefs, and brought their wives along with them; 
The rejoicings laded three days, and were con-^ 
eluded by a iumptuous feaft given by Bafnabas; 
fix hundred ladies, and more than a thoufand 
lords, were ferved at tables of three courfes 
vvith the greateft elegance and profufion. There 
were every day tournaments, where they pre- 
pared booths for the ladies, whofe fine drefTes, 
%vith the pompous ornaments of the knights, 
and the vail concourfe of princes, nobles, and 
peoplfe of all nations, formed all together a moft 
fiiperb fpeftaclCi 

Petrarch fet out for Paris when thcfe re- 
joicihgi M^CTC over^ as ambaflador from Galeae 
Vifcoiiiti^ to compliment king John oh his re- 
turn to, and on the recovery of, his kingdom- 
Petrarch gives this account of the dreadful con- 
dition of France : 

' When I viewed this kingdom, which had 
tieien defblated by fire and fword, I could not 
perfuade myfclf it was the fame I had formeriy 
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beheld fertile, rich, and flourlfhing. On every 
fide it now appeared a dreadful defer t ; extreme 
ppverty, lands untilled, fields laid wafte, houies 
gone to ruin, except here and there one that 
was defended by fome fortification, or which 
was enclofed within the walls: every where 
were ieen the traces of the Englilh, and the 
dreadful havoc they had made. Touched by 
iuch mournful effefts of the rage of man> I 
CQuld not withhold my tears. 

^ I anm not among thofe whole love of their 
own country caufes them to hate or defpife all 
the reft of the world. As I approached Paris, 
it appeared with that melancholy, disfigured 
air, as if it ftill dreaded the horrors it had been 
a prey to: and the Seine, which bathes its 
walls, wept over its late miferies, and fhrimk 
at the idea of new difaflers. Wherc^ laid I, 
js Paris how ? Where are its riches, its pub- 
lic joy, its crowds of fcholars dilputing even 
in the ftreets ? To the buz of their fyljogifms 
has fucceeded the din of arms, troops of guards, 
and machines of war : in the ftead of libraries, 
we behold nothing btjt arfenals : and Tran- 
quillity, who formerly reigned here ^s in her 
own temple, is now banifhed and fled from this 
unhappy land. The ftreets are dcferted ; th^ 
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lighmvfi^ cohered wiiOi wcecb and bvambks; 
tkc iRrhole.M one vaft dciert/ . 

. ^Fre^aration^ i^eic making at tfkOA^txme £&^ 
ihi^. rc-'ontmnce of kmg John into his kim^dcmt,. 
He came fixft to Oalaia, and from thonceir&fe 
d^ .fqr Pans, Petrarch relates a ciirccmi&asfor 
©f tkk joufncy not in dther hiftof ittis. ' The 
king and hi^ fon,' fays he, ' in traycrfing Pi«nr- 
4y^ wpre flopped by thofe troops of b^andttli 
who were foldierii of all ndtk>nfi united wddcf 
ikvtr&\ chiefs^ and c^lkd con>pani69> who. ra- 
vaged the wholfe kingdom; and they w^ro 
obliged to make a trtaty With tWm td c$al^ 
jbiniie thfeir journey in ff^fcty/ The king mad^ 
bis distrainee into Paris in December 1360. Vik 
\mt feys he wis received with great hcamursj, 
4nd that the city prefeilted him With a ihaat 
faild marks in filycf plate^ 

ThcJ ilrcets were carpctbdj and the king 
walked lind^i'. a csuoopy of cloth of gold. Hi 
ilftdntf ininic^iately to iht dhur^h of Nc^trc 
JDamc^ to 9etuin thanks to Gbcir wJberc erir^ 
fince the battle 0f Ppitiers a w^-li^ht was kept 
burl^ing night . and d^y before the titai of the 
¥irgit. T^y ^^ it was tolled roMnd a whe^ 
i|ttid m Iengt]p( wqidd ha^ comprdhendKxi tlia 
tiltydfPafis, 



Pefiruch having ^vitndfed «he jay 0^«be.Pa4 
rkdans;^ went to €omplinq,€tvt the king cin iki| 
4di¥eranGe> in the name of the lords of MilaD> 
John, who Ipiew his reputation^r ^^4 hod heaf4 
him mtiok ^hen of by ths cardil^l of Bo^ 
K^na, was b^py to fee him, ajnd gjjve him a 
?ery diilingiiiihed receptiol). Thi» prince^ 
though biM)t»ght up by hixi father in igt^oncnee^ 
lewd letters and wife men; but his fon 
0ha3-Ie9> tQ vrhoxn he h4d given fcnf his ppe^ 
|)^Qr the moft karned man in his kingdom, 
itis a prinee of great genius and fine tafle, 
Fl^tnrch was aftonifhed to find in him a mind 
h highly cuUiratdd; he adnxired his perfe^ 
pditeneiii of maonefs^ arid th^ ip^ifdom anc| 
j^oderation with which h& Coriveai^d oh ihi 
mo(t important &il3^<^s. He oi^y fays q^ kirig 
ifohn, that he was brave and hv(mane« 

Mofb 'of Petrarch'^ friends;^ ^hon^ he ha4 
gained at P^if?m 1355^ were dead; but he ha4 
the happineis to find Peter le Berohier ftiKi 
fdive^^that wife Benedidine he had knowft^dt 
Avignon, and who yifited him at Vauohiicr^ 
IThis mon]^ was prior of St. Elay^ and^ as Im 
bdd a difUngqifhed fank among mpn of letteisS^ 
he rendered Petr^ch*s ididence 'ait* Paris vci^ 
^eeab^e to hinu Iq a difcoiprf^^ Mthiub ^tfq 
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latter held with the king and the dattphm, he 

faid, it was- not to be^ wondered at that For^ 
« 

tune, who diverts herfclf with all things hu- 
man, Ihould reduce a flourifhing kingdom, 
formerly the object of envy, to fo miferable a 
condition. The king and thfe dauphin fixed 
their eyes upon him with fuFprife, when they 
heard him (peak of fortune as a real being : the 
dauphin, who had a lively imagination, Was 
curious to -know, what Petrarch thought of 
fortune ; arid he faid to Peter le Berchier and 
fbme other perlbns there, ^ Petrarch afid his 
colleagues are to dine here to-day; we mufl 
attack him after dinner, and get him to explain 
himfelf on the fubjed: of fortune/ One of hi? 
friends- warned him of the dauphin's intention. 
Petrarch had no books with him, but he col- 
lected his thoughts, and propofed to reprefent 
fortune as a being of reafon, and not a divinity 
who governed the world at pleafiire, which 
ivas the common opinion of this age. 

' After dinner the king was fo occupied with 
doing the honours of his court to the ambaffa- 
dors from Milan, that, to the great regret df 
the dauphin, he v^as prevented from difcourf- 
itig with Petrarch. When the court broke up, 
Pbter le Berchier, and three other learned men 
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not named by Petrarch, went home with hlrti, 
smd entered upon a conyerfation which laited 
till vcfpers. 

In the beginning of February, 1 36 1 , Petrarchv 
in hafte to return to Italy, went to take leave 
^the king and the dauphin. They exprefled 
extreme regret at. his departure, and made 
fiame attempts to retain him at their court. 
The dauphin prefled it in particular, and 
wilhed ardently to have a man of Peferarch'i^ 
merit near him. But neither their arguments 
nor offers had any effeft; he loved his country 
too well, and the court of France was too illi-i 
terate for him. King John, though he loved 
fetters, had hardly twenty books in his library: 
his reign, and that of his fon, was the period of 
their revival in France. Peter le Berchier was 
engaged to tranflate Livj^; this work w^as much 
admired, though never printed : there is a copy 
of it, with very pretty drawings in water co- 
lours, in the library of the Sorbonne. Jane, 
duchef3 of Burgundy, the niece of the cardinal 
of Bologna, who was fecond wife to Philip dc 
Valois> concurred with John in the tranflation 
of feveral works. This princcfs, who h4d as 
much wit as beauty> died this year : if Ihe 
had lived longer, Ihe would have done mutfh 
towards the revival of letters, Jane of Bour-i 
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bon, wife of Qharics V^ frfjawcd* hct ftq>st 
it was ihe who engaged Bhiltp da Vitrj^ ^ 
friend of Petxarch, tQ trauflate. iatc^.fraw)!* 
\crfc the Mctamorphofea of Pvid. , . . t -^ o 
Peter k Berchier^s beft -vtor^ was }uet ti^af? 
lation of Livy> ia which it fecoiB prolxib^i^ibo 
was. atlTifled by Petrarch. He coxnpofcii aitgh 
thcr work called a Moral Rcdncftory, a fof t o| 
Encyclopedia, where, in the taftc of thg^.^ig^ 
every th^ng is aHegoricafiy rej>refit|ited, jW^J 
ends with a moral : ojae paffage xnny iQifyje.fof 
an ides^ of it. He fays^, that ' rtt Oqange ^ 
frogs never croak except oi^e^f ^rtd .the x^^^oS 
this is,, St. Tlorent^ biibop of tb^lt ci^y, ^r^, 
tigued with the noife of tl^efe ^m^htfCfir^ 
inanded them to be filent ; but ^%^wyf{iaAs,^ 
^ucbed with compaffion, h^ a}lqwe4 them; al^ 
$0 croak again. X^^ ^\^^X ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 
^ts peimiifion to the frogs^ g^yoit k\ thel&{Vr 
gakr inftead of the plural, and ick bu^;p^ne pooj^ 
frog was ey?r hc9j:4 in that city/ I ^y? 
inentioned the K^nunoe of the ifofe, a ^m^Qi^ 
work of this age ia the farae ftyk^ »Th€^ 
was alio a hifbry of the th|ree Ma^s^ fy\l^ pf 
^ftUfd fables. An , abbe pubbfh94 '^ \*hrj^ 
^reams, the pilgrimage of h>^na]3^ life, thff.pf^ 
grimage of the foul whc^ icpa^a^ fra^ jt)^^ 
%i(>dy, and th^ pilgrimage of J^v^, Qtyrift,., , . , 



«6»6 bef iurprifed at Ved^drch^k^ reiTufmg to ftay 
1^'ki Ix xivktti the daraphin hd^^ever with 
regret, and prcfthted him with his Treatife oiT 
g©§*%ft* bad Fortune, which the prince had 
imifi^^tely tranflated hy his preceptor; and 
fM*' bdok hejd a diftingui/hecj rank in his libra- 
i?y,"^Whieh was faid to cotttaii| nine hundred 
f^himes ; i prodigious qumber at a time whcij[ 
BfclAks were' foYcarce, 

^* 'i^^r. PdtrarcK fet out for Milan at thQ 
€rid of' Fdbriiary. In the bad inns he met 
Vith it 'was hiscdftom to write to his friends j 
^ttd,- I'ccollci^ng the converfations he had had 
xfWtt Petfer le Bcfrch^er, he ^yrote him the fol- 
lowing letter :' 

• ^^' Til my youth the inhabitants of Great 

Btitain/ whom ^hey caH Englifh, were the 

rtioft cowardly of all the barbarians, inferior 

pVcn to the vile Scotch. On the contrary, the 

French milrtia was then in the n^oft flounfh- 

ing Hate. At prefent the Engli/h, become i 

Wfitrlikc people, have lubdued the French by 

ftequcttt and unlocked for fUccefTes.. Woul4 

ybti know in two words the caufe of this^ 

pMinge? Lifferi to Salluft; he fays, ^ Fortune 

cliknges with manners, and empire goes fron) 

\hp v^icked to' the good • ftrength, genius, virA 



tuc, renown, circulate like money, and pefs 
from one people to another.' 

Petrarch then, defcribing the hiiury of tho. 
French, gives this picture of their militia : 

* When you enter into the camp you yroul^ 
believe yourfelf in a. tavern. They are even 
delicate, and will be drunk with foreign wincsJi 
»nd when there are none they complain that^ 
the army wants for every thing, that they ar<^ 
dying with drought, and it is no wonder thalj 
the fbldiers defert. The military emulation 
|ias pafled from arn^s to glaffes : it is no longer 
the queftion vvith wh^t weapons they Ihall 
fght, but with what glafles they Ihall drink ; 
thofe who can take off the largeft draughts, 
and bear the moft wine, are vi(9x>rs, and g^iq 
the laurel crown* Scnec^ predjAed tlus ; 
" Th^re fhall come a day,*' fays h9, " when 
drunkeni^efs fhall be honourable, and it \vi}l b? 
cfteemed a virtue t;o excel in it." Thus they 
abide in their t^nts, eating, drinking* playing, 
fhpring, and fweari^g, ^nd plunged in de- 
bauchery with the wprp?n who follow the 
pamp. If called out to fight, they know i^q 
chiefs obey no ppmmand, but run here gnd 
there without order;^ likp bees^ ti>at have loft 
their hive, fawning, cowardly^ ignorant, an4 
^^oafting: when called upon to qtt^ck the fge^ 
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they do nothing for glory, or from valour, but 
are wholly fwayed by inte^eft. Vanity, and the 
love of pleafiirc** • ' 

Petrarch adds to this iri accburit of the ft'- 
verity of difcipUne among the Romans, and 
that from the time it began to relax they may 
^date their overthrow. 

' Some months aftet writing this letter he 
fent it by a monk who was going to France, 
having had no opportunity before, who found 
Peter le Berchier juft dead in his priory at 

Elay. 

This year the emprefs Ann was delivered of 
a fon. The joy of the emperor was fo great, 
that, inftead of the avarice generally imputed 
to his charader, he diftributed gold by hand- 
fuls, and made prefents to all the world. He 
fent fixteen marks of gold to Aix-la-Chappelle, 
Which was the weight of the child, to put 
him under the proteftion of the holy Virgin, 
patronefs of the church which Charlemagne 
had built in that city. He loved Petrarch too 
well to forget him on this occafion. He fent 
him a golden cup of admirable workmanlhip, 
and a very affeftionate letter with it, prcffing 
him to come and live in his court. Petrarch 
replies to thcfe great favours : 
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condition V tUc cu|>, v^aabk vti^khL aa^tAiJDi 
fl>prc,fo for jit» hi^,W9tkw*fi(klpi b «r|a«^nt 
x^of thy of yow, ^HQinimti4 bynm:^ W^ ^ 
fip% be nlt^iiHed tp ^ mn^md ion^f^^i^ 
vafe confecrated by. the n^Kwtibr pf OaE^ J ^t 
t|h^^ ftajcecarc oat W pc^n^ «ImU facT^c^^up 
by. ^plying it toray ^wa vfc : I wox4Jd di^t}^ 
it^tq ini^€ libaUoiu oa alt^s^ if tbiJs ana€;ot 
rite w^ ftill obferved among us< It wiU be t^^ 
delight and ornament of my table on fol^jtm 
fSayg^ «B<1 yvhm I give £saA^ oiy fri^d^ih^H 
behold it with pleaiwe^ I iball pr^^ferve it ^U 
my lilc *with your letter;, sis a oapmuncnt ef 
your goodne:(s a«4 of my glory* Y^a^ pccfic^e 
a very agr^eaU^ journey to x»Cf >but Lx;:aiUK)t 
^it Italy without the codfcat of th^ ma&er 
limder whofe law I live : hut my greatcft t^ 
ftacle k my library, which withpiat bcdog iw-* 
mcnie m much abpve xby gexwius ^d JknOfW- 
ledg^; how will my books be, able to trayjwfe 
the Alps, infeftcd as they ar^ by thieves ? T^hc 
loDff&r I live, the more I feel the truth of th»t 
iaying, " Ail is trouble and vexation of i|)irit f * , 
he who doubts it, has only to live to a certain 
term of years, and he will be perfoftly convinc- 
3 



oiflfiils trudb. < Neterthele^ I defign to obey 
3«rarta0(kils befbie tht^inmaitT H oyer/ if itty 
tittfijer pi^pittiiti, and t find ^ companion fbf ttijr 
jodrmey'; and I ^ai t^naiiy what time ycm 
^pleafe (a y<mr txmtt. THfe pficfcn<5c of my Cafe^ 
ffi*' wffl c<mfo!fe ni6 for the ^ab/ente of liiy books> 
Ifey frteAds, and'iriy country/ 

This' letter of Petrarch's w dated frotti PiL^ 
dtia, where he was now fixed* Profealidy thii 
■ir^mbVal was owing to thte plague, which ra* 
Viged'thc Milanefe, and to the inroads of troops 
^robbers, called the companies, many of who(m 
ifif^t di^anded troops not paid, who had pil* 
iaged Fiance, antf were no^ come into the pro* 
^ineeft cC Italy under fereral different chiefs^ 
fytnt of wboiri Were in league with the great 
tBfeh in power, who ^^kct from fcjir or intcrdft 
cbnnived at thefe diforders. Petrarch laments 
the*^ftreflcs Aey occaiiohed in & very pathetic 
manner. It is eafy t6 imagine what <iefalatioi!jL 
fttf^^arife from villains familiar with blood, and 
bound by no law cither human or divine. A 
Wlilanefe hiiloriaii fays, * They raraged th^ 
iands, killed the men, forced the women be* 
fore the eyes of their bufbarid^, violated the 
daughters in the fu-efence of their parciat«r, and 
reduced all around them to a&cs.' 
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What was Petrarch's grief to behold all thcfe 
diftrefles in his dear country I * I fpe^/ fays 
he, * becaufc I cannot keep' filence ; it is feme 
confolation to my heart to v^nt its forrews, 
though I know I fpeak m rain. Yet who can 
tell ? Though my woids arc caft into the air, 
fome favourable tvind may convey them to a 
beneficent car^ where they may become fruit- 
fuL Alas 1 I defir€, more than I hope, this ; 
for there remains nothing now to hope. Great 
God ! thy regards formerly rendered us the moft 
envied of mortals, the moft iUoftrious of men I 
A handful of Romans went eVefy Where dif- 
playing their viftorious ftandStds ; to the eaftj 
to the weft, to the north, and to the ibuth : 
there fiibduing pride, hete confining ambitioaf 
reprimanding voluptuottfncfs in one land, and 
leaving the moft glorious ttaoes of their foot-' 
fteps ill all. The whole world acknowledged 
Rome as its chief, and fell proftrate before her; 
Now a troop of banditti, rufhing from a thou* 
fand different retreats, fpreads devaftatioft over 
this queen of provinces, this miftref§ of the 
world ! 

' All-powerful God ! Tlioii art the laft a^d 
the greateft hope of man. Thou haft created^ 
and thou govcrneft the world by thy power* 
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U we have not anfwered thy goodneis^ punifli 
and difgrace us: if profpcrity has rendered us 
proud, let thy arm make us humble j but fuf- 
fcr us not to be a prey to thefe wretches, and 
eur yoke their portion. Good ]Lord ! oppofe 
thy fupreme defence to the torrent of theii" 
wickedneis and cruelty j confound that impi- 
ous people who lay in their heart, '* There is 
no God/* Affift thy children, who afe in- 
deed unworthy, but who invoke thy aid with 
tears, and truft in God alone/ 
. 1362* The occaiion of their leaving France 
for Italy, was riot only the pope's money, and 
the iblicitations of the marquis de Moritferrat^ 
but alfo the plague, which was returned with 
^uch violence to the city of Avignon, that be-^ 
tweeh the agth of March and the 55th of Ju-* 
ly there periih^d leventeen thouiand perfons, 
among whom were nine , cardinals, a hundred 
biihops, and a great number of officers belong* 
ing to the Roman court j it came after the fa* 
mine which the city of Avignon fuifered from 
the invaiion of the companies* 

Hiftorians remark, that more petfons of con- 
dition perifhed in this plague than in that of 
1348 : but it was not fo general, nor of fuch 
king continuance. It was brought into Itaily 
by the companies* The city of Milan, which 

VOL. II. tJ 
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the former plague had refpe^ed^ was worfe 
treated by this than any other. ViHani fays, 
there died in it every day a thoufand^ twelve 
Imndred^ and ibme days fourteen hundred peo- 
ple. All the great lords abandoned it. Ga- 
leas Vifcomti went to Monza. Barnabas (hut 
himfelf u^ in his fine caille at Marignan, s 
place furrounded with woodsy in a rcry pure 
air, and which he had careftiUy guarded : tbrt 
ho one migfit come near it, he placed a ceiH 
tinel in the bell-towef , who had orders to ring 
^hexi any one Ihould appear on horfeback; 
£loine Milaneie gentlemen having entered Ma* 
rignari, ^a tht bell not founding, Barnabas 
fent his foldieh in a violent rage, with orders 
to throw the cehtinel immcdktdy from the top 
6f the tower j but when they came, they found 
him dead at the bottom of it/ Baimabas^ m 
the utmoft terrcwr at this new5^ fled into thtf 
thickeft part of the foreft, and Isty a long whild 
there for dead. 

The plague had not yet reached Padua, hd 
was very fevere at Parma, The fon of Pe- 
trarch Was 6ne of its vlAiins. Petrarfch would 
Kave been much lefs touched with his deaths 
on his own acqount, had it happened fooncrj 
for this youhg man had expreffed fo much gri^ 
for his mifcondud:^ and appeared fo true, a pc* 



aiteat, tfeat Petrarch was well-pleafed with his 
fppAtcncc, and finc^fcly lamented his lofs. He 
h^ jiift gaiitcd for him a heiiefice bcftowed by 
ihp lord ^f Verona. In a letter to a friend he 
%8: ; 

' Death takes my friends as ufual, while 
I march cheerfully on. Your lord has re- 
ftored the benefice about which you took fb 
much pains ; but dfcath has taken it from me, 
and the young man who was to poffefs it ; he 
died the fame day he was to have been re-efta- 
blifhed in his rights, I am thus delivered of a 
great burden, but it is not without grief* 

Adieu !* 

« 

It was upon this that Petrarch determined 
to marry Frances his daughter. It is no where 
faid in his works where Ihe lived or was 
brought up. He chofe for her the ion of a 
gentleman of Milan, a moft accomplilhed and 
amiable young man, of the fweeteft temper 
and the beft difpofitions. Boccace fays of 
him, * His figure was ftriking, his countenance 
calm and agreeable, his converfation difcreet, 
and his behaviour gentle and polite/ Frances 
had an agreeable figure, and refembled her 
father in perfon. She was iubmiffive, and 
faithful to her hufband. Simplicity, modefty, 
attachment to the duties of her ftation, and a 
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Contempt of the pleaflires of the world, formed 
her amiable charafter. Two ftich friends ^cre 
delightful fociety for Petrarch ; he took them 
into his houfe^ and this affeftionatcf uniwi w* 
uninterrupted to his deaths 
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1 HE plague which raged this year, 1361, 
with violence, carried off Zanobi de Strata, 
who enjoyed his place of apofto!ic fecretary 
only three years. The grand ienechal, who 
had the tendereft fricndfhip for him, and the 
greateft idea of his talents, could hardly fup- 
port this ftroke. ' The world,' fays he, ' has 
ioft a man who has not had his equal for a 
thousand years : I except only lignior Francis 
Petrarch/ The grand fenechal offered to 
Simonides, the prior of the Holy Apoftles, the 
place Zanobi held under him at Naples, and, 
with many entreaties, engaged hira to accept 
k. He had not on thi^ occafion confulted 
Petrarch ; but when he arrived at Naples, he 
wrote him the following letter: 

* You will be aftoniihed at receiving a letter 
from mc 4iere, and at my long filence, which 
has been occafioned by a variety of affairs.* 
He invites Petrarch to come to him. He was 
ihen at a country houfe of the grand fenechars^ 
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of which he gives this fine defcription. ' Do 
you feek folitude ? Here are deferts that fecm 
to have been contrived for poets, by art and 
nature united. Do you wifh the cheerful 
fociety of cities to unbend from ftudies ? You 
have Amalphi to the right, Salerno to the left. 
Do you love the fea ? You are on its banks near 
enough to throw in your nets, and count the 
filh they enclofc. I fpeak not of the fine gar- 
dens all aroimd, escceeding in neatnefe and 
beauty all the reft of Italy. In the middle of 
a delightful valley, a river rolls its tranfparent 
waters, with an agreeable rourmur over the 
ihihing ptebbles. The magnificent villas, fcat- 
tered on all fideS, appear to rife out of the 
rocks, rather than to have been the work of 
man. The air is delightfully temperate, and 
the land produces every year fruits of moil ei- 
qiiifite taftc- In fhort, herp is every thiitg that 
can dqlight the fenfes, fpringingupon the fpot, 
dnd brought ttom other countries, both by land 
and by fea.' 

The grand fenechal joined his entreaties to 
thofe of Siihonides, to which Petrarch replied : 

' I have learnt w'ith pleasure that you are in 
Campania; my better half then^ as Horace 
ftys of Virgil, is there alfo, provided you afe 
l^appy ; but how Ihbuld j^ou be otherwifcj with 
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fich a hpft as our common Maecenas, with a 
mind like yours, ar><l thofe virtues which fol- 
low you to every clime ? I need no tempta- 
tions to accept your offers : your requefts, and 
ihofe of your Maecenas, would be my only in- 
ducements ; but I wonder you are not fatigued 
with alking what I am weary of refufing : I 
jcan only beg you to recoiled: what I have faid 
ja thoufand times on this fubjecft.' The charge 
pf apoftolic fecretary, through the inflyence of 
the cardinal de Taillerand, was again offered to 
Petrarch, with additional advantages annexed, 
i^nd the mofi ardent fblicitations he w^ould ac- 
cept it : but he perfifted in his refufal ; in 
which he notices very keenly the pope's opiniorj 
pf him as a forcerer, and reconjmends Si- 
monides and Boccace as mcire worthy of the 
pffice. 

* Pardon me,' fays he, in a letter to the 
iformer, ' if I h^ve done wrong ir> naming you ; 
if you accept this employmeii^t, you will pror 
cure wealth and fame ; if you refufe it, the 
refufal will do you honour; as they have 
thought me capable pf ft, they will fuppofe me 
dfo a judge of this capacity in others : w^hether 
they defpife or concur with jrny judgment, I • 
have feized this occafion of faying what I think 
p{ you ;• and, though it woiild b? niorp in ch^r 
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rafter another fhould have told you this, I havt 
not deferred writing, that you might have time 
to prepare your anfwer. I have not forgot to 
join with your praife that of your Maecenas, 
and that to him they muft addrefs themfelves 
if they wilh to obtairi you, What idea ought 
they ijot to have of a naan whq raifes up iuch 
fubje<fts for the church as yourfelf and Z^noblJ 
This glory reflects alfo on our country, which 
produces both the one and the other/ 

At the beginning of the year 1362, the 
plague deprived Petrarch qf his beloved friend 
Socrates. ' He was,' fays he> ' of all men the 
deareft to rny heart; my firft, rpy darling 
friend : from the firft hour we met we loved 
with mutual tendernefs. Jiis fentiments and 
difpofitions towards rne h^ive n^vey varied 
during the fpace of one and thirty years : ^ 
tare and aftonifhing thing to fay of a man bgra 
^mong b^rh?trians; byt the habit of living 
ifYith rue, my fociety and friendfliip, had in-p 
fpired Kim with fuch a tafte for our manners 
and opinions, that he was become £^ pe^fe(ft 
Italijin. YeS;, he Ayas Qtir SocrateSj the So-, 
crates of Italy s at^d his, fmgular transformation 
was the joy and honour of my life, and the ad- 
miration of all the world !* 

The plague and war rendered Italy at this 
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time fo diiagreeable to Petrarch> thdt he had 
refolved on a journey to Vauclufe, as foon as 
the fcvctc frofts would permit him to pafs the 
Alps. But when he came to Milan he found 
it impaiTable. Barnabas waa come out of his 
den, and had again attacked Bologna. The 
plague liad enriched his coffers, becaufe he had 
taken poffeffion of the eftates and wealth of 
thofe who died without heirs. Become proud* 
ler than ever, he made exorbitant demands ta 
the pope, who engaged in a league with fe* 
veral of the Italian princes againft him. Bar- 
nabas hearing of it, faid, ' The^ are children, I 
will have them all whipt/ 

The emperor of XJermany fent to Petrarch^ 
at this time, a third invitation in very pompousi 
and flattering terms, which Fetrafch promised 
to accept, but yvas prevented by the impoffibi'* 
lity of a fafe paffage. The grand lenechal of 
Naples wrote alfo to Petrarch, to thank him for 
his attention to Simonides; in his letter he 
fays, ^ Since Providence permits me not to ob* 
tain what I have long wilhed for, Ibeieech you 
eameftly, my mafter and my friend, the ho- 
nour of my country, that you judge me worthy 
of your admirable letters, which will not only 
^fcntje}: my nani? honourable to pofterity, bu% 
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the few days of life that remain to me delightful 
to myfclf/ 

In Petrarch's anfwer he mentions the death 
©f Lewis king of Naples, and how little ho- 
nour he did to the advice given him through 
Nicholas Acciajoli : * We may fay wkh rea-t 
fon/ adds he, ' that virtue is not oixtaincd by 
precepts. This prince had little dignity, and 
lefs authority ; he had neither knowl^^e nw 
prudence, and gloried in deceit. He knred^^ 
debauched life, and was avaricious of me^flM> , 
an extreme : he often fufpefted his gRsiB^ 
friend the fenephal; but had recouyfe ©(> IjIbjI 
in every critical conj«n<fturc. Jie flighted tpfr 
queen his wife, and treated her as one of bl| 
fobjefts ; and he tired all around him ^ith ll^ 
fSetail of )ii&'gffeat adio^is both in ftstpc ^^ 
war.* •?*'' 

Boccace, hearing that Petrarch propdl^ 
going to Germany, was much alarmed, and.iii^. 
proached him for his intention of dragging m§i^ 
Mufes into Sarmatia, when Italy was the cw|* 
true Parnaffus. In this letter he gives Petirarajj^, 
an account of a fmgular adventure which htl^^ 
juft happened to him. - '•' 

* A Garthufian of Sienna, whom I know 
oot, came to me at Florei^ce, ancj . aiked to 
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fpeak to me in private. " I came hither/' faya 
he, ^' from the defife of the blefled father Pe- 
trom, a Carthufian of Sienna,- who, though he 
ttcver faw you, by the illumination of heaven 
knows you thoroughly : he charged me to re- 
prefent to you your extreme danger, unlefs you 
reform your mannets and your writings, whiclf 
are the inftruments the devil ufes to draw men 
into his fhares, to tempt them to finful lufts, 
and to promote the depravity of their conduS; 
Ought you not to blufh for fuch an abuie of 
the talents God has given you for his glory ? 
What a reward might you have obtained had 
yoii made a good ufe of that wit and eloquence 
with ^hich he has endowed you ! On the con-^ 
trary, what ought you not to fear, for devoting 
yourfelf to love, and waging war with mo- 
defty, by giving lerfons of libertinifm both in 
your life and writittgs ! The blefled Petroni, 
celebrated for his miracles, and the fobriety of 
his life, {peaks to you by tpy voice. He charge 
(fed nie in his laft moments to bejeech and ex-» 
hort you, in tlie moft facried manner, to .re- 
nounce poetry, and thofe profane fludiesi 
which have been your conftant employment, 
and prevented you difcharging your duty as a 
Chriftian. If you do not follow nay diredtons^ 
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fpeak to me in prTvatc. " I came hither/' faji 
he, ^' from the defire of the bleffed father Pc- 
troai, a Carthufian of Sienna,- who, though he 
faever faw you, by the illumination of heaven 
knows you thoroughly : he charged me to re- 
prefent to you your extreme danger, unlefs you 
reform your mannets and your writings, whiclf 
are the inftruments the devil ufes to draw men 
into his fnares, to tempt them to fmful lufls^ 
and to promote the depravity of their conduit, 
Ought you not to blufli for fuch an abufe of 
the talents God has given you for his glory ? 
W^hat a reward might you have obtained had 
yoii made a good ufe of that wit and eloquence 
with which he has endowed you ! On the con- 
trary, what ought you not to fear, for devoting 
yoiirfelf to love, and waging war with mo- 
defty, by giving leitbns of libertinifm both ii| 
your life and writiflgs! The blefied Petroni, 
celebrated for his miracles, and the fobriety of 
his life, fpeaks to you by tpy voice. He charg- 
td nre in his laft moments to befeech and ex-» 
hort you, in the moft facried manner, to .re- 
nounce poetry, and thofe profane Audie^ 
which have been your conftaqt employment, 
and prevented you difcharging your duty as a 
Cbrifti^n. If you do riot follow my dire^ionsii 
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l)c ^iTured you have but a ihort time to live, 
und that you ihall iu^er eternal pt^niihrnentsi 
after your death- God has revealed this ta 
father Petroni, whp gqve me a ftri^ charge tfk 
inform you of it/' 

The Carthufian v^^ho fpoke thu^ to Boccacc 
was called Joaphim Ciani ; he w^as the coun- 
try£oan ^nd friend of father Petroni, 'who died 
in a religious rapture May 1361 ; and, it was 
faid, wrought feveral miracles befqre and aftei; 
his death* Father Ciani was with him whei> 
he was on his death-bed,, and heqjd him ut^ei; 
feveral prcdidions ctmceming different perfbns;^ 
ainong whom was Petrarch. Boccace, terrified 
;it what father Ciani had faid, afked him how 
his friend came to knqw hinx ^nd Petrarch, aa 
they had no knowledge of his frieqd j to whicl^ 
the good Carthuiiap replied : * Father Petrpni 
had refqlyed to ^njjertake foijiething fpr the^ 
glory of God, but jieath prevjenting hira, he 
prayed to Gpd with feryour to point out fome 
one who ihould execute his enterprife: hia 
praypr was heard; Jefiis Chrifl: appeay^d tq 
him, and he favy written qn his f?ice all that 
paiTes upon earth, the prefent, the pafl, an4 
fhc future. After this he cafl his eyes upoi^ 
inp for the performance qf this goo^ wo;k| 
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• Sttd charged mc with this commiflion for you, 
•with fome others to Naples, France, and Eng- 
land ; after which I IhaJl go to Petrarch.' 

To convince Boccace of the truth of whrt 
he faid, the holy father acquainted him with a 
ifecrdt "Which Boccace th<itight Aohc knew but 
himfclf. This difcovery, and the threat that he 
had not long to live, imprefled him fo ftrongly, 
'that he was no longer the lame man : feized 
•with a p^nic terror, and believing death at his 
'heels, he reformed his manners, renounced love 
and poetry j and determined to part with h\$ 
library, which was almoft entirely compoled of 
Jjrofane" authors. In this iituation of his mind 
he wrote to his matter Petrarch, to give him an 
-account of what had happened to him, of the 
resolution he had made to reform his manners, 
tLTid to offer him his libraiy, giving hito the 
preference to all others ; and begging he would 
fix the price of the books, fome of which might 
4erve ds a difcharge of fome debts he owed 
hiril. Petrarch's reply to this letter was as 
follows 1 

' ^ To fee Jefus Chrtft with bodily eyes is 
indeed a wonderful thing! it only remains 
that we know if it is true. In all ages men 
have covered faliehoods with the veil of re- 
ligion, that the appearance of divinity might 
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conceal the biiman fraud* Wii^n 1 hav^ 
royielf beheld the mcflextgef q( father Fetronji, 
1 Ihall fee what faith is to be given to hp 
words } his age, his forc^ad, his ey^s, his be- 
haviour, his clothes, his motions, his mafinar 
of fitting, his vmce, his difcourfe^ *n<l tljp 
whole united, will fervt to eali^ten m^y judg- 
ment. 

^ As to what TcfpcRs yourfelfi tl^t you are 
Hot long for this world, if we re0e<9: cooliy, ^Mft 
is a matter of joy rather than of ibrrow. W^ 
it an (dd man on the borders of the grave> oi>e 
inight juftly fay to him. Do not at yoi;Hr yearn 
give yourfelf up to {)oetry, leave the Mufes and 
jPftmaflus, they only luit the days of yojuth. 
ITour^ imagination is extinguiihed, your me? 
mory fails, youx fediags afc loft ; think ratiber 
of dc^, who is at your heels, and prepar/g:^ 
youffelf for that awful paflkge- But for a m«» 
in the middle age of life, who has cultivated 
letters and the Mufes with iucccfs from his 
jrouthj afid vv?iQ makes them hiif amuiepiepjt i^ 
riper years, to renounce them then is to dc-p 
p5riye bimfclfof a great cpnfol^ion. If this 
had been required of J^a<9;antius, of St. Au* 
guftin, <m: St. Jerome, wo^id the former have 
difcovered the abfurdities of the heathen fuper- 
ftition ? would St. Auguftin with fo r^uch art 



iitirc built up the city of God ; or St. Jerome 
ipombated heretits with fo muph (bength and 
iucce& ? I know, by experience, how much 
the knowledge of letters may contribute to 
produce juft opinions j to render a man elo^ 
quent ; to perfe A his( manners ; and, which is 
hiuch more important^ to defend bis religion* 
If men were not permitted to read poets and 
heathen writers, becaufe they do jiot fpealt df 
Jefus Chrift, whom they never knew, how 
much lefs ought they to read the works of he- 
retics, who oppole his dodrine ; yet this is 
done with the greateft care by all the defend- 
ers of the faith. It is with profane authors as 
with folid food, it nouriihes the man who has a 
good ftomach, and is pernicious only to thofc 
who cannot digeft it ; to the mind that is judi* 
tious they are wholefome, but poifon to the 
weak and ignorant. Letters may even render 
the former more religious, 'of which we ha^^ 
many examples, and to them they will never 
be an obftaclc to piety. There axe many ways 
of arriving at truth and heaven ; long, Ihort, 
clear, obfcurc, high, and low, according to the 
different neceffities of men ; but ignc^'anoe is 
the only road the idle walk in : fiirely wifdotn 
may produce as many faints as folly ; and we 
ihould be careful that we never compare a lazjr 

3 
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and Ulnd devotion with an enlightened and in^ 
duftrious piety. If you fefolvef, however^ to 
part with your books, I will ntrtt fuffer them 
to fall into bafe hands : though feparated in 
body, we are united ih nlind : I canttot fix any 
price upon them, and I will make oiily one 
condition with you, that wfe pafs the remain- 
der of our lives together, and that you fhall 
.thus enjoy my books and your own- Why do 
you fpeak of d€bt to m^ ? You owe me nothing 
but friendihipi and herein we are equal, be- 
caufe you have always rendered love for lovc. 
Be not, however, deaf to the voice of a friend 
who calls you to him. 1 cannot enrich you, 
if I could you would have been rich long ago ; 
but I have all that is requifite fOr two friends, 
who are united in hearty and fhcltered undct 
the fame roof.* 

It was doubtlefs the I^ecattlerofl of Boccace 
which drew upon Tiim the adventure we have 
related ; it coniiils of a hundred novels which 
.arc related as the amufement of feven ladies 
and three gentlemen, who went to pafs fbmc 
days in the country, two miles from Florence, 
to efcape the infeded air of that city. Among 
thefe novels there are fome true ftories that. 
Boccace had been a witnefs of, or had learnt 
firora good information ; the reft arc only tales 
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he bad ttkd or heard of. He poiTeiTckl the ta^ 
lent of ftotry-tftUing in perfedion^ Nothing 
can be more plain ^nd natuiral, ikilful, or el6<> 
gant^ than his compositions ; his words ieem 
formed oti purpoie for his deicriptions. Men 
of wit in Italy agree that the Decameron ex- 
ceeds in flyle every other book in their law* 
guage; tod that it is very remarkable thac 
Bobcace Ihoulfi carry the vulgar tpngue all at 
once to its perfc^on^ which had been left to 
the people, and the roft of which had been but 
in part rubbed off by Dante*. 

No book perhaps had cvct So many readers, 
and fo many ccnfuters^ as the Decameron : the 
devotees were for having it burnt, and the 
incmks were enraged againft him, beciaufe he 
had taken many of his tales from the convents, 
tod had fevcrcly fatitizcd their licentioufnefs 
of manners. To attack the monks, faid they, is 
to attack religion itielf; andtopubliih their 
infamy, is to be guilty of impiety. To this 
they added diat Boccace was an atheift. He 
did not take the pains to aniwer them ieriouf- 
ly, but turns them into ridicule in a very plea- 
fant manner at the etid of his Decan^eron. 
He compofed this work as an am-ufement only, 
and was far from beholding it as the ground of 
his reputation : what would have been -his aA 

VOL. II. X 
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tonilhmcnt ff he Jiad.been told^ 'Your othet 
works will remain buried in obfcurity, while your 
Decameron will go through more than two 
hundred editions/ wilt be traiillated into aU 
languages, and will be read by all the world !' 

Boccace was not arrived at a mature^ age 
when he coinpofed the Decameron : its lively 
air .was liiited to tales, and its free rcprefetota- 
tions to the vices it cenfures; and at the time 
I when he wrote it, theplagiie had made a great 
.change in the manners and ciiiloms of ibciety : 
the women, of whom only a few remained, 
.having moft of them loft their bufbands, their 
.parents, and all who had authority over theni, 
thought themfelves no loiiger fubjeft to thofe 
rigid decorums which formerly reftrained their 
conduft. Having no perfbns of their own lex 
to attend them during the plague, they em- 
ployed nien as their fervants; which introduced 
a violation of the laWs of modefty and referre. 
With refpdft to the ccmivents, it is not iiirprif^ 
ing that Boccace fhould find ftitjcifts in. them 
for his licentious tales* The plague had c^ned 
their gates, and the monks and nuns coming 
forth into the world and living without rc- 
ftraint, had loft the fpirit of their profeflSon ; 
arid when the plague ccafed they continued 
the fame courfe of life. The hiftoriaas of 



thofe times give usr dreadful pidures of their 
debauchery; and the eccleiiailical writers look 
upon^ the plague of 1948. as, the true period of 
the relaxation of monaflic difcipline* 
; The Decameron gives an animated view of 
thoiatimes^ fatirizcs the vices that prevailed, 
and contains fome lively, images of human life, 
9n[d very judicious repreientations of the cha* 
rafters of men ; but the judgment of Petrarch 
refpeAing profenc authors may be very ufe- 
fully applied to the readers of this work : and 
it is probable this book did a good deal of mi A 
chief in Italy, fince the wife fathers of the 
council of Trent forbade the reading of it till 
It fhould be correfted* 

^ Father Ciani's vifit and cpnverfation. occd- 
iioned fo ,gri?at a revolution in the mind of 
Boceace, that he was not only for renouncing 
poetry and pagan authors, but it was reported 
Jie was gokig to turn Carthufian, and a fbnnet 
^nthis fubjed was addreffcd to him by Franco 
fiaochetti, one of the beft poets of that time* 
Itrappearsithat; Petrarch's well-judged anfwer 
.lie-r^[labliih^d the peace of his mind, and made 
bim renqvwice his chimerical prOjeAs : he kept 
Jbje^bopks) and continued his iludies; but it is 
fxxrtainhe alfo reforoied his Ufe> and did all he 
could. tPv/vppr<^^s his Decameron; but that 
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was impoffiblc, thtre were too many copies o^ 
it fpread abroad. 

In the month of June, 1362, the plague 
fpread to Padua, and made fuch havoc there, 
that Petrarch removed! to Venice ; it hstd not 
yet reached that fcity. Villani fays, ' It came 
like hail, which, after ravaging the fields to the 
fight and to the kft, fpares thofe in the mid^ 
die/ 

The war did not permit Petrarcli to go to^ 
f*rance or Germany, anxi the plague drove hini 
from Milan and Padua. Venice jlppeared to 
him the foreft afylum aigainft thefc twcr 
fcoui^cs. * I fled not from death,' fays he^ 
^ but I fought repofe.* 

Petrarch always took his books when ht 
ivent any long jovifney, which rendered tra- 
velling fo incommodious and expenfive to him:, 
as he required for their conveyance fucli ^ 
number of horfes. When he had beeii fbmc 
time it Venice, it Came into his mind ftot to 
offer iihefci books to a religious order, as hcf 
once propofed, but to place this treafure in the 
care of the reputrlic,: to whom he wrote as 
follows : 

' Francis Petrarch deflres to have the bleffed 
evangelift Mark for the heir of thofe books he 
has arid may have, on condition that they IhaH 
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Ificither be fold nor feparated; and that they 
Ihall be all placed in fafqty, Iheltered from fir^ 
md water, i^nd prcferved with care for ev^r 
for his honour, and the ufe and amufement of 
the nobje and leaned peribns of this city. If 
he makes this depofit, it is i^ot- becaufe he ha^ 
i^ great idea of his books, or believes he has 
formed a fine hbrary; but he hopes by thi? 
means the illuftrious city of Venice will ac-t 
quire other trufts of the fame kind from th^ 
public ; that the citijsens who love their coun? 
try, the nobles above all, and ^vep fome Gran- 
gers, will follow his example, and leave their 
books to this chufch *t their de^th, which 
may one day become a great library;, and equa} 
thofe of the ancient$. ipvery one muft le^ 
how honourable this \yiU be tq the republic. 
Petrarch will h^ njuch flattered with having 
been the original iburpe of fo great ^ good, 
Jf his defign focceeds, he will explain hin^felf 
more niinytely hereafter upon this fubjed ; ii| 
the mean tinje he olfers to execute ^his hi§ 
promife/ 

This proposal haying beeij examined and ap-. 
proved, aijid the procurators of the church of 
iSt. Mark having offered to be at the neceflary 
fxpejices for the plaping and preferving theie 
|)ooks, the repubUi^ ^ye the following decree, j 
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* Confidering the offer that meflire Francis 
Petrarch has made us, whole reputation is fo 
great, that we do not remember to have met 
in the Chriftian world with a moral philofo- 
pher and poet united who can compare with 
him ; perfuaded that this offer may contribute 
to the glory of God and of St. Mark, and do 
much honour to our city, we will accept it on 
the conditions he has made; and we order 
fuch a fum to be taken from our revenue as 
will purchafe him a houfe for his life, accord-* 
ing to the advice of the governor, counleilors; 
and chiefs/ 

' In compliance with this decree Petrarch 
had affigned for his dwelling, and that of his 
books, a large manfion called the Palace of the 
Two Towers, belonging to the family of Mo- 
lina. It is at prefent the monaftery of the 
monks of St. Sepulchre. 

This houle was of an immenfe lize, and had 
two very high towers. It was delightfully fi- 
tuated fronting the port. 'Petrarch was de- 
lighted to fee the veffels come in and go out: 
* Thefe veffels,' fays he, * refemble a mountain 
fwimrhing on the fea, and go into all parts of 
the world amidft a thoufand perils, to caity 
bur wines to the Englifli, our honey to the 
Scythians ; our iaffron, our oils, .our linen, to 
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the Syrians, to the Armenians, to the Perfians, 
and the Arabians ; and> which is more incredi- 
ble, they carry our woods to the Achaians and 
B^ptians. From all thcle countries they bring 
merchandiies which they carry all over Eu- 
rope. They go even to the Tanais : the na- 
vigation of our lea extends no farther than that 
towards the north ; but when they are there, 
they quit their ihips, and go to trade in the 
Indies and to China, and, after having paffed 
the Ganges and the Caucalus, they go by land 
as far as the eaftera ocean. Behold w^hat men 
will do for the thirft of gold V 

* Petrarch's view towards the republic was 
folfiUed ; feveral cardinals left their libraries to 
it after his example,- and it appeared the beft 
and fafefl: perpetuation of many valuable au- 
thors : but by the humidity of the place they 
were alraoft all deftroyed, together with a pre- 
cious manufcript written by the eyangelift St^ 
Mark. 

* At this time there happened a great event 
at Avignon, which difconcerted all Petrarch's 
meafures for his friend Simonides. Pope In- 
nocent VI. died the i:?th of Septemer 136^; 
he was a good and fimple man. The cardi- 
nals caft their eyes on his brother Hugues Ro- 
ger, » man of great worth, whofe virtue an4 
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modcfty had gained him univerfal refpc^ft j but 
he refiifed this dignity. They then cleAed 
William Grimoard, abbe of St. Vi<5lor. All 
the world was aflonifhed, and even the cardi- 
nals themfelves, at the choice of a pope who 
was not of the facred college, Petrarch fays 
to Urban in a letter fomc time after, * It was 
the effeA of divine inipiration ; it was God^ 
not the cardinals> clcAed you. to the papacy;^ 
making the hands and tongues of men the in- 
ilruments of his good pleafure. Your name/ 
adds he, ^ was pronounced without their inten- 
tion. Full of pride, they efteem themfclvesi 
alone, and defpife all others. Each one afpires 
to the fupreme dignity, and thinks himfelf the 
only one who defcrves it : but, as he cannot 
name himfelf, he eleds another, from whom 
he expeds the fame return. How ihould it 
come into their mind to beflow on a ftrai^cr 
what they sumed at themfelvcs ; to raifc {6 high 
the chief of a iimple monaftery, though they 
had every proof of his holincfe and faith ? How 
Ihould they think of placing ove? them as a 
mafter the man whom they had been ufed to 
command ? No : it was God who placed you 
in their ballots without their defign- What 
muft have been their furprife, and that of all 
the world, when they beheld an abbe elcdcd. 



vvhile there were fp many cardinals wbp might 
pretend to the papacy T 

As William Grinioard was, in Italy, the car-* 
dinals fcnt a courier to inform him qf his elec^ 
tion, and agreed to keep it iecret till he hacl 
accepted it. He h^d been fent; to Naples with 
^ compliment of condolence to queen Jane on 
the death of king Lewis, (md tQ watch over 
her conduct. He was at Florence when he 
lieard of the pope's death ; and when^ hq went 
from thence Villani affures us he faid^^ • If I 
heheld a pope who will re-eftabliflx the holy 
fee, and overthrow the tyrants, I ihqruld be con- 
tent to die the c3[ay after/ The courier, having 
Overtaken him on his route, received his an* 
fwer. He arrived himfelf^t Avignon foon af-^ 
Jer, and was enthroned the next day by the 
name of Urban V. which he piteferred to all 
others, becaufe all who had borne that name 
w?re diftinguilhed for their piety. Petrarch 
^ys, this choice proved the goodnefs of the 
pope, ^id his deiign ^o fhew l^indnefs to b1\ 
the world. At his coronation he forbade the 
fravalcade that ufed to pafs through the city, 
though all vvas ready for it according to cuf^ 
torn, becaufe it appeared to him vain-glorin 
pus. He was very learned in the canon law, 
^ad b?€fi employed by Innoc^nt^ in fcveral pub-- 
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He ncgociationSj end had acqiuned fo great a 
rq>utation for faith and piety, that every one 
applauded this eleAion. 

King John, who was at Villencuvc, made 
his entrance into Avignon, and dined with the 
new pope. He took this occafion to make 
him four demands ; the tenths of the bene-' 
fices for fix years, the difpofa) of the fourfirft 
hats, the mediation of peace between thc^holy 
fee and Barnabas Vifcomti, and the confent 
of the pope for the marriage of his fon Philip 
with queen Jane of Naples. Urban, with great 
ikill, eluded all thefe demands. The king ilaid 
atVillencuve to the end of December. Nicho- 
las Arcme, who was in his train, pronounced 
a difcourfe before the pope and the cardinals 
with great pathos, in which he draws a fright- 
ful picture of the manners of the Roman court. 
This gave him the honour of a place among 
the witneffes for the truth againft the popes. 

Petfarch was full of joy at this exaltation, 
knowing the great qualities of the pope, and 
his dcfign to re-eftabli(h the holy fee at Rome. 
He was again Iblicited by Urban to accept the 
place of fecretary, ftill vacant, but he continued 
immoveable. While he was rejoicing in this 
public event, he was informed of a private one 
that. grieved him exceedingly; this was t^ 



ikath QfAtan drCorrcgCj wIkt had been for 
ibme time in a%ngai^ing ftate, but theftrength 
of his conftitution had ibiiggled through everjr 
diforder, tiH the |)lague put an end to his lifcJ 
He left a widow of <thc houfe of Gonzagua, and[ 
two children, Gilbert and Lewis de Correge; 
who had been brought up by Modeo, that gc-.* 
nerous young man at Parma. They all wrote 
t6 Petrarch to acquaint him with their lofs, 
and to feek fdme confolation in his friendftiip,' 
The children faid in their letter/ * We loolj' 
upon you at prefent as our father and our mafV 
ter/ ' I accept/ replied Petrarch, ' the firft 
with pleafure, though I merit not fiich chil- 
dren as you are ; but I rejeft the fecond, which 
does not become me. Ever fince you came 
into the world I have adopted you for my 
children, and revered you as ray mafters. I 
have not changed my fentiments, and I fliall 
feel all my life for you as 1 have done for your 
father. I exhort and conjure you, with tears 
in my eyes, to live in fuch a manner that the 
world may be able to fay that your father has 
left children worthy of him, and that, inftead of 
one friend and one matter that I have loft, I 
may gain in you two friends and two mafters 
reiembling him. This will be eaiy for you to 
accomplilh, if you.^rc obedient to the counfela 
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of your rcfpcdablc mother^ and fubwffivc to 
|ier orders/ 

In his letter to Modco Petrarch fpcaks thus 
of Azon s friendihip for him ; ' He loved no 
one as he did me, lind f^id I was the o^ly per- 
fon who had never given him any caufe of 
tromplaint, cither by my words or adions: that 
be had ibmetimes little domeftic uneafinefles> 
even with his wife, that pious and amiable wo- 
man, and with his children, though gentle an4 
obedient ; but that his af&^ion incrc^fed eveiy 
day for tr^, and he intereiled himfelf tenderly 
in all my concerns. 

^ All who woxild obtain any thing of hin| 
difclofed their errand by firft fpeaking kindly 
pf me. I found in him the afliflaivce of ^ 
mailer, tlie advice of a lather, the fubmiffion 
of a fon, and the tcnderi^efs of a brother. | 
paffed with him a great part of n^j life ; every 
thing was common between US;^ good or bad 
fortune, the pleasures of town or country ; his 
glorious labours, his happy Icifure, iK)thing was: 
fjxcepted: when we journeyed together h^ 
^ould expofe his life for rqine. . Alas I why 
^id he not take me with hina i^x thp laft jour-t 
pey he^vill ever make I* 

Thefe letters were tra^ibribed from a manu-* 
fcript in the Medicis library. TThe widow of 



Azon wrote alio, but her letters are loft* Shti 
was a lady of thfe greatcft merit; Soon aftci* 
the death of her hufbdrid, her brdthcr Hiigoliri 
dc Goilzagua, h man of great genius, and pof-* 
fcfled of a moft graceful pferfbn, w^ affaffi-i 
nated by his brothers, who were Jealous of thi{ 
authority his father had left him in at Mantua^ 
Pctrarfch fays, ' 1 did not dare to toucli upori 
this ftring in my letter, tht poor woman is af* 
flirted enough already/ 

> The plague having gained Flofence, Boccactf 
Went to Naples, where he was invited by Ni- 
fcholas Acciajoii ; but not enduring Jmy depend* 
iince, he ftayed but a fhort time with the grand 
fcnechal at Amalphi, where he lived like a fo- 
Vereign prinde. He came to Venice to his 
friend Petrarch, who was rejoiced to ftt him, 
and (hewed hihi every mark of friendfhip. 
Boccace brought with him a man of a very 
^ lingular character ; he was a Greek of Thcfla- 
ionici, called Leonce Pilate ; he gives us this 
defcription of him. * He had a very ugly face, 
and a terrifying countenance ; he had a long 
beard, and ftifF black hair, which he fcarcc 
ever combed. Plunged in continual medita- 
tion, he negledled all the rules of fociety, was 
rude and clownifh, without the leaft civility 
or good manners. But, to make up for thefc 
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defe6b> he was pcrfcij in ?thc -Greek tongue, 
and, his head was full of the. Grecian hiftory. 
and mythology : he had but a iuperfici^l.hnow* 
ledge of the Latin ; but, periiiaded it was h€& 
nourable to claim a foreign original^ he called 
himfelf a Greek in Italy, and an > Italian ia 
Greece.* Boccace met with him in 1360, going 
from Venice ta Avignon : he took him to his 
faoufe at Florence, and procured him a pro^ 
feflbrfhip for the Greek \ language in that uiti- 
verfity* Leonce explained the poems of Homer 
there for two years, and gave leflbiis upon them 
in private to Boccace. This Greek was not un- 
known to Petrarch; Boccace hlid often ipoken 
of him, and joined with him in a letter to Pe- 
trarch in the charaifter of Horacr, comjJaining 
that his works were very little known in Italy> 
and his name had hardly reached the Atpe; 
and that even in his own country they had loft 
a great part of them. He then fpcaks of the 
ingratitude of his imitators, above all VirgU; 
who has not fo much as named him^ though 
ornamented with his fpoils; that his name, 
revered in former times by lawyers a|xd phyA* 
cians, is at prefenl the^ort'df the publk>;lthat 
Leonce Pilate has dragged Imnto Florenbe, 
where he is as it were exikdiihuving 4Mily three 
friends: be concluded by bofeeahing iBetsauccb 
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to take hiiri under his protcAion, and fhelter 
him from the infults of the yulgar* 

Petrarch begins his anfwer with this ad- 
dreis: 

: ' Petrarch, . little man, to the prince of th6 
Greek Mufe :* ^id then proceeds to anfwer his 
complaints. ' As to the lofs of your books, 
this is the fate of all human things : and who 
fhall complain hereafter in the fame fituation, 
iince the fun of eloquence has fufiered an 
cclipfe ? As to your imitators, always fure of 
the firft place, you ought to be pleafed with 
thofe who try to equal you, and fall fo ihort : 
for my own part, I wilh for fome who ilirpafs 
me ; as to Virgil, he had the moft generous of 
fouls, and, if we believe Horace, was incapable 
of ingratitude. He has fpoken of Theocritus 
in his Bucolics, and of Hefiod in his Georgics^ 
whom he copied: how came he then not to 
fpeak of you in his ^Eneid ? It was becaufe he 
deilined . to you the moft honourable place, 
and would conclude his poem with your eulo- 
gy. Death. prevented him, of that alone you 
can. complain. 

, ' Do you forget the anfwer he made to thofe 
who accufed him of pillaging your verfes? 
*' He muft be ftrong indeed who can take the 
club from Hercules." You feel the fait of this 
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teply. As to the contempt in which you hav€ 
been held by ibme ; theife are perfbns whom 
it is dn honour to difpleafo : it hdppcns to you 
&s to the fun ; weak-eyed people and the bird* 
of night cannot fupport its luftre : all who have 
J)oflefled a fay of genius have regarded you not 
tonly as h philofpher, but as the firft and moft 
fublime of philofophers. 

* You ard not to wonder you hate toet 
with three friends only in Florence, a City im- 
inerlcd iti trade ; but I am aftonifhed you fhould 
call It an exile to be brought out of Greece 
into Italy. Confider, however, you will find a 
fourthi and we may add a fifth, friend there> 
who have received the laurel crown : Hs the 
World goes, ^ve friends in one city is fbmething 
to boaft of. Look among the other cities, you 
find one at Bologna, the mother of fciencd, two 
at Verona, and one at Mantua, if he has not 
quitted your colours, to follow thofe of Ptole- 
my. Perufia pitxluced but one lover of fciencci 
and he abandoned Parnafliis, the Appenninei 
and the Alps, to run about Spain. At Rome 
I know of none at prefent, but I knew many 
there and clfewhere formerly, who exift no 
longer upon earth. But are not perfons of thifi 
character rare even in your country ? The friend 
who exiled you to Florence is perhaps the only 

3 
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Greek attached to you ; you had another who 
was myi preceptor, Borlaam, the famous Gre^k, 
who dieid foon after I had obtained^ him a bi-. 
fliopric. You aik my protection, and feek af 
refuge in my houfe ; but what can I dd fe* 
you when I cannot defend myfelf ? If yq\i 
were perfdcijted through, envy in the learned 
city of Athens, what can we hope for from thefe 
cities plunged in ignorance and voluptupufncfs? 
Though I do not merit a gueft like you,. I am 
feeking your acquaintance with ardour j andj,if 
the Theff^lian perfefts his inftrucftiorjs,- I ih^all: 
foon complj^te the friendfhip which I have fa 
long defired. ' I have prepared you a habita- 
tion. .in rny inmoft heart; nothing can equal 
the loye find efteem I hiave for you,' . . 

; Petrarch and Boccace paffed the fumrner 
together, in the moft delightful mapne/;. ^ Be- 
nintendj,chancell9r of Venice, came frequently 
to vifit them in the evening when he had jfiniflir' 
cd his public affairs, and took them; upon,*he 
>vater in hi§ gondola ; he was a man of letter s^ 
an excellent companion, and a. fmcer« fi^ieiidt 
and . admirer .of Petrarch. There' werei fo^e 
other pcrfpns of genius who joinqd thip littl^ 
refined fdqiety ; Ponat de Albanzajni and F/e^ 
terdeMuglo; the former .was a grammariaa^ 
bprn in the mountains of the Apennine., a man 

VOL. II. Y 
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of very amiable difpofitions and agr<5eaf>le eon-* 
irerfation : he was poor, lays Boccacc, but full 
of honour, and one of my beft friends. Tht 
latter -was a celebrated rhetorician ; he was f<K^ 
inefly a profeflbr at Padua, and called himfelf 
the fcholar of Petrarch ; in his old age he went 
to Bologna, and had for his pupil the famous 
Coluccio Salutati. 

The affairs of Boccace required hi» return 
to Florence ; and when he heard the plague 
was lefs violent he left Venice. Petrarch, who 
loved him dfedionatdy, feared the air was not 
yet purified, and was extremely grieved at bia 
departure- Boccace would have taken with 
him Leoiice Pilate, but he wanted to retura 
to his country, and waited for a Ihip to fet feil 
for Conftantinople, Petrarch wilhed to detain 
him fbmewhat longef> but he embarked ibon 
after. Petrarch adds to the piAurc Boccace^ 
gave of him, that be was four, arrogant, and 
fomdtim^ crazy; and to filthy as to di^uft 
every one, and very inconfiderate and rude va 
his expreflfions, of which he gives uts an exam- 
ple. One day, when they were together at a 
Solemn feai^, where they fung high mafs ac- 
cording to the Roman ritual, with alt the ac- 
cuilomed ceremonies: ' I cannot fupport,* ^ 
the Grreek, ^ the nonfenfe of thefe Latins^* Po 
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trftrcb was extremely offended and alarmed with 
his ivant of delicacy in this fblemn fituation; 

* If the people had heard thcfe words/ fays hci 

* they would have ftoned the unfortunate Greek j 
though I wifhed more inftrudion from him, I 
was not lorry for his departure/ 1 feared I 
might catch his four, melancholy humour ; it 
xs a difoafe of the foul as c6nt^iou9 as the dif* 
order of the body/ Petrarch treated him, how-* 
crer, with great kindnefs ; and, as he perceived 
he read the comedies of Terence with pleafurCi 
he g^ve him a copy of them to amiuit him upoa 
bin voyage ; *. Though I cannot imagine,' ikys 
h^, * how the moft gloomy of the Greeks can 
rcliflx the moft lively of the Africans'. 

In the year 1363 a prieft> whom Petrarch 
had charged with a letter for Lelius, called 
an bi* rctt»fn from Rome, and with a mourn- 
iul filencc put Pettarch^s letter into his hand 
without fpcaking a word* Petrarch^ perceiving 
his ovm chafaAers and fcal, cried out haftily^ 
' What xloes this mean ? Why is this letter ftill 
ffJiUd up ? What is Lelius about ? Wher^f 
is he ?' The prieft kept his eyes fixed on the 
ground, and made no reply. Petrarch top well 
comprehended his meaning, and gave himfelf 
up to grief. He had lived thirty years in the 
Oif atfs|l frv^dffaip with Lelius; This Icrfs wa^ 
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followed almoft immedifttely by that of Simo-» 
nides^ who died at Naples of the plague. Th6 
perfon who had clofed his eyes brought the hew^ 
to Petrarch. He fought in the bolbm of his 
friend Boccace a confolation under thefe dif- 
trcfles, and bcfeeches him to come to Vfenice. 
* You aire dearer to me than ever, you are al- 
moft the only friehd left liie ; I know not what 
is become ofBarbatus, death ravages the coun- 
try he inhabits ;. comply with nay requeft ; you 
know my houfe, it is in a good air } Benintendi 
will pafs his evenings with us, and out Donat, 
who hadqtiitted the ftiountainsof Tufcajiy for 
the banks of the Adriatic. An ibftrtute foK- 
tude is contrary to humanity ; but to a philo- 
fbpher and a man of letters two or three friends 
are fiifficient, becaufe at the worft he can be 
fatisfied with his own company; * If you wife 
to vary your fituation, we will go and fpend 
fome time at Triefte, or Capo de Iftria, where 
they tell me the air is good. Let us join to- 
gedier in reviewing the works of Sii!nonides, 
fend fitting them for pofterity ; this is what I 
h6ped from you and front hihi.^ ' A few days 
after this he received the news that Barbatus 
was dead of the plague ; the perfbn from wihom 
he received this account had 'pafled 'his lift 
with hin\, and belbught I^trarch to -wfitc his 
3 
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eulogy. Petrarch replied to. his letter as fol- 
lows: 

' I ought to do what you defire ; Barbatus 
well deferves it ; the iun never fhone upon a 
kmdcT and more elevated foul. Letters were 
his fciod^ and he fled from pomp and pleafure ; 
he was neither proud nor envious ; he had great 
knowledge, and a memory to retain it ; a live- 
ly genius, and a flowing flyle. He preferred 
me to all the world, but fate feparated us ever 
fihce the death of that incomparable prince who 
united us: we have lived at a diflance froni 
leach other, fo that I »m ignorant of his man- 
ner of life, what pafled in his houfe, what he 
did for the republic, or his writinjgs fmce that 
tijue. You who have paflcd your life with 
him. can do nothing ^more honourable for your 
country, or yourfelf, than to make his works 
knowji : never was there a better citizen. I do 
not except Ovid, whole manners w^fe not anr 
fwerable to his genius. Barbatiis had more un- 
defftaiiding th^n Ovid> a;nd his manners w^rc 
irreproachable. The letters I have written to 
him are ^ proof of the fingulaf efteem in which 
J held him,' 

Tht place of apoftolic fecretary being ftill 
vacant, Francis Bruni wrote to Petrarch that he 
was known to the pope, who had often fliewR 
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him favour, and that he begged he would write 
a letter of recommendation for him to his hO"» 
linefs. Petrarch replied, that it would be imr 
pertinent in a man like him to recommend one 
known and beloved by the pppc; he wrote how- 
ever to Avignon, and it was, tio doubt^^ owing 
to the charader he gave of him that this office 
was conferred upon Bruni. When Petrarch 
was informed of it, he gaye him foroe admi- 
rable advice on his conduft in this iniportant 
place : arid, fpeaking of the Romaii pontiff, ho 
fays ; 

* There is not a greater or more refpeAablQ 
charafter ; his peer is pot in the world ; but 
he ought, in his very elevated ftation, to be 
more humble and jtneek than he was before, 
He ought not to forget that he holds on earth 
the place of him who fays, *' Learn of me, fof 
I am meek and lowly of heart/* Doeis it then 
fuit the vicar of a humble lord to \>e proud an4 
arrogant in fpirit ?^ . 

Petrarch writing to Boccace, at this time 
fpcaks of the Italian jugglers, wHo were poets 
and muliciaiis joined ; they went to the pialaccs 
of princes, or the cables pf great lords, to iing 
their praifes : their ibngs were fomctime^ fe- 
tirical, on various lubjedts; and they aocom- 
nanicd tliepi with the harp or fome other im 
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ilfumtnt. ' They arc a fet of people,' fays 
Petrarch, ' who have little genius, great me- 
itaories, and ilill greater impudonce. Having no- 
thing of their own, they cover themfelvcs with 
the ipoils of others, and declaim with emphafis 
the verfes they have learned by heart : they 
hereby conciliate the favour of the great, who 
give them money, clothes, and ibmetime^ 
eoniiderable prefents. They feek thefe means 
0{ living among authors, whofc verfes they ob-' 
tain by prayei^s and money, when the neceffities 
of the author, or his covetoufnefs, will part 
with them on theft conditions. I have often 
been troubled with their importunities; but, 
iilenced by my refufals, they come rarely to me 
at prefent: now and then, touched by the 
mifery of the petitioner, I give him a ptoduc- 
tioij to procure him food. Some, who have 
gone from me naked and pennylels, have re- 
turned Ibme tinje after drefled in lilk, their 
purfe well filled, to give mc thanks for having 
yelieved their diftrcfs, I aiked one of them, 
^hy he always came to mc, why be did not go 
to others, to Boccacc for inftance ; he replied, 
he had often, and without fucccfs. As I was 
iui^riied that a man fo prodigal of his wealth 
ftioukl be fo avaricious of his poetry, they told 
)&e he b^d burnt all his verfes in the vulgar 
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tongue, becaufc they were inferior to mine.: 
Tell me, is it from pride or modefty you have 
. done this? Did I even precede you, who; 
fliould be fo happy to wdlk in the fame line, 
would there not be too much prefumption in. 
rpfufmg the fecond or third place, and behold- 
ing with impatience the fuperiority of two or 
^rce fellow-citizens ?' 

: The firft rank in letters had been given to 
Dante, the fecond to Petrarch, and the third to 
Boccace* Petrarch proceeds in his letter tq 
comment upon the igijorance of bis age : . 

: ' Age obfcure and inglorious !' iays he, 
* Thou defpifeft antiquity, thy mother, the in-* 
ventr?fs'of all the arts ; thou dareft to 'compare 
thyfelf to her, and even arrogate the preference^ 
I fpeak not of the people in general, whofe 
opinion is always to be - diefpifed ; or of th? 
military, who think their art in its perfection 
when it is ill the decline, and who go to c^mr 
bat drefled out as for a. wedding, more oc- 
cupied to pleafe their miftreffes than terrify 
their enemies ; their ignorance is their excufe : 
J pafs over in filence alfo thofe kings wjbo make 
royalty confift in gold ari^ purple, the fceptrc 
arid the diadem, while, they are. governed by 
their own paffioris; profperity blinds them> 
•^Tid ' how . then Ihould they penptrate into aa^ 
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tiquity ? 'But what can men of letters alledge, 
who are guilty of the iame error ; who cbn- 
demn Plato ^nd Ariftotle, mjike. a mock of 
Socrates and Pythagoras, defpife Cicero, that 
god of eloquence, think flightly of Varro and 
Seneca, and look upon the ftyle of Livy and 
Salluft to be rude and vulgar ? I had a convcr- 
fation one day with a. philofopher of this kind, 
who went beyond all that I have faid, and had 
the horrid prefumptiori to blafphemeragamft 
Jefus Chrift, and the dodrine of his g6fpeL 
J was.t-alkin^ with him in "my library, and I 
happened to quote fome piflages, from the 
facfpd books : he replied, his brows bent 
with difpleafure, ^' Keep to youirfelf your doc- 
tors , of the church ; I know very well whp 
pught to be followed." '^ You fpeak," faid I, 
^' with the authority of the apoftle Paul ; I 
wilh you thought as he did." *^ Your St. Paul,'* 
he. replied,, ^' is a fool, and a fower of Words;'* 
^' It is true," faid I, ''that the feed he has fown 
has had great fuccefs, cultivated by his fiiccef- 
fors ; and, watered with the blood of the mat* 
tyrs,.it has produced an . abundant hairveft.** 
With an air of compaffion, and a contemptuota 
grin, he replied, " Be a good' chriftian as l6ng 
as you pleafe ;* for my part, L believe nothing^ 
ftbout it; your Paul, your.Auguftine, and aU 
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tbc Others you boaft of, were only idle babblers ; 
oh ! if you could read Averrocs, you would fee 
how fupcrior he is to them all !** I own that 
this blafphemy put me into iiich a paflion^ it 
was with difficulty I could contain; *' Go," laid 
I to him, ^' hold clfewhcre fuch difcourfes as 
thefe ; and, taking him by the cloak, I put him 
outof myhoufewith more roughne&thanftiited 
my charaAcr. There are a multitude of iiich 
people as thefe, whofe infolencc and igncu'ance 
nothing can lupprels; neither the relpcd due to 
Jefus Chrift, nor the fear of inquiiitors, prifons, 
.^»-or faggots, nothing can make any impreffion 
' upon them, Thefe are the people, my dear 
friend, with whom we lire, and who take upon 
them the office of our judges: not content 
with having loft the works of the ancientS;^ 
they infult their manes ; eager after novelties, 
they attach thertifelves to new guides, fpread 
abroad new do<flrinesj^ and deipife all that are 
ancient. We cannot hope for better judges in 
pofterity: liccntioufnefs increafes every day, 
and the number of its philoibpbers : the 
fchools, market-places, and iheets^ are full of 
them/ 

Soon after writing this letter, Petrarch went 
and paffed the autumn at P^via ; Galcas Vif- 
comti had built there the fincft palace in the 
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1?vorld. At Eafter he went always to Padua» 
to difchargc at that holy time the office of his 
canonry. The Florentines, who alked him to 
refide in his own city, applied to the pope to 
grant him a canonry there: the pope had 
Something better in view for him ; but the 
rumour of his death being ipread over France, 
the pope difpofed of that, and the benefices of 
Petrarch, many of which the latter, unknown 
to him, had given away to his friends ; this 
caufed a great difturbance in the Rom^n court; 
This falfe report had fpread to Italy, and they 
"fvept for him at Milan^ and even at Padua» 
ivhich is fo near Venice, ^ that had I been deii4j»' 
iays he, * they might have heard my laft (igh 
there/ He had a fort of complaint which wa» 
very troublefome, and occafioned fo great aa^ 
ttching, that be was unable to write, or em- 
ploy himfelf in his ufual affairs : this was the 
pnly ground of the report. 

In 1365 Boccace went to Avignon on fome 
]^ublic affair : he wrote to Petratch, giving an 
account of his friends whopi he faw at Avig* 
non, and particularly Philip de GabaiTole, now 
made patriarph of Jerufalem, As foon^ as he 
fayr Boccace, though he knew him not, he ran 
\Q embrace him in die prefence of the pope 
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and the cardinals^ aiking with imp&tience {at 
news of his dear Petrarch. 

Petrarch fome months after this fent his 
Trcatife on Solitude to Philip de Cabaflblet 
which he had long promiied^ Imt could not 
before get copied. This predate wrote to Pe- 
trarch to thank him for his book : he aflured 
faim the pope and the cardinal Gui tif Bolognai 
were defirous of it; that the archbiihop of 
Embruh, and the bifhop of L#i(bbn, had read 
it with great pleafure ; * As to myfelf,* adds he, 

* I delight in it fo much thjat I make them tea4 
it to me at my repafts/ 

• ' ^ You have the eyes of a lynx/ replies Pe* 
trarchi ' but your friendlhip for roe has blii^ded 
yo^i; it is always equally ardent. You will 
caufe me at length to efteem my own works ; 
for why Ihould I fuppofe that fo many great 
men are deceived in their judgments ? Truly 
you will infpire me with confidence a,nd emi\- 
Ration !* • • 

f -Dohat, the friend: of Petrarch at VenicCj, 
catne one morning to inform him of the tra- 
^cal death of Leonce Pilate. When he was 
^t to Greece, he vy rote Petrarch a • letter a3 
Jong tad.as dirty as his: hair and his beaxd^ in 
which . he praifcd Italy to th? ijki^s^^^ faid every 
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Byzantiuiti: he concluded by.defiring from 
Petrarch a letter of recommendation to the em- 
peror of Cbnftantinople, by whom he affured 
him he was as well thought of as by the em- 
peror of R6me. Petrarch made no anfwer to 
this letter. I'he Greek, who fighed after Italy, 
and wanted to be recalled there by Petrarch; 
wrote {everal times to acknowledge his error 
in returning to Greece, and to defire him to 
pardon it ; but Petrarch, who kne w^ his -natu- 
ral inconftancy of Humour, and believed . hiiti 
too old' to alter, agreed with Boccace to give 
him no aniwef. ' This Greek/ laid he, ' who 
would have been ufeful to our ftudies if^he 
Avere not a favage beaft, fliall never be recalled 
by me. It isbut juft that a man who, though 
m mifer}', trampled under foot the ddights of 
Italy, Ihould drag out a miferable life at By- 
zantium : let him go, if he will, with his filthy 
beard, his ragged cloak, and his brutifli man- 
ners> aiid keep the labyrinth of Crete, where 
I know he' paffed feveral years/ 
" Notwithftanding Petrarch's continued filence 
iJeonce embarked for Venice in the firft .ihip 
he could meet with, pcrfuaded that Petrarch 
and Boccace would behold him again '>with 
plealure, or at leaft that they would not (hiit 
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their doors againft him. Having iafelj p^ed 
the Bofphorus, the Propontis, the Hellefpontf 
' the Egean and Ionic ieas^ he was entered hap-^ 
pily into the Adriatic, when there aroie on 21 
iiidden a dreadful ftorm : while t\cty oiic was 
femployed in the neceflkry bniltiefs of the (bipi 
the terrified Greek had bound himfelf td a 
<naft^ when a flalh of lightniftg fetting fire to 
the cords of the iails, he was ccrttfumed in a 
moment. The people in the fcip were ieized 
with terror, but no one periflied except Le- 
once. The fliapclefs and half-roafted body of 
this miferablc Greek was thrown into tife ica^ 
and devoured by the filh of Italy inftead of thicl 
worms of Greece, to whom Petrarch Had ddP 
tined it. He was touched, howeter, with thia 
event, and wrote to^ Boccace to impart it to 
him. ' This unfortunate min,* faid he, ' is gona 
out of this world as monmfutly as he came 
into it- I believe he never e^enenced o«f 
ierene day. His phyllognomy feemed' to an-? 
nounce his cataftrophe ; I cannot divine how 
any fparks of poetic fire could ever penetrate 
into a foul enveloped with fiich thick d»k- 
nefii. His clothes and his boote arre not loft ; 
I will have them fought, foir perhaps there may 
be an Euripkks, aiid a Sophocles, and fome 
pth^r books he promifed ine/ Petrarch was 
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authorsi He begged Boccace to fend. him the 
trutflatiou of Homer made by Leonce. It 
was written out fair by the hand of Boccace, 
who had worked at it with the Greek. The 
manuicript comprehended the whole Iliad and 
ft part of the OdyiTey. Leonce had not finifhed 
the laft. Petrarch had fighed for this Latin 
Homer many years. ' The Greek and Latin 
authors/ fays he, ^ which were in my library, 
received him with tranfports of joy.* 

In February, 1366, there was great rejoic- 
ing in the houfe of Petrarch at Venice ; Fran- 
ces his daughter was brought to bed of a ion, 
to whom Donat ftood godfather, and to whom 
they gave the name of Francis. She had a 
daughter before this, bom in 1363. 

Every ktter Petrarch received from Avig- 
non, above all from Philip de Cabaffole, whofe 
opinion weighed with him more than all the 
reft, was filled with the praifes of Urban. The 
church refounded with his fame ; nothing was 
talked of but his wit, his eloquence, his piety, 
his love of juftice, his zeal for order, his bqunty 
to the good, and his averfion to the wielded. 
He began his pontificate with the wifc^ft regu- 
lations. He lent back the courtly prelates, 
and repreffed the greedincisof the ecclefiaftics. 
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obligit^ moil o£ them to be content 'with am 
benefice. He extended his care alio to the t^ 
formation of luxuiy in the habits of the mot^ 
and clergy* . The. black nionks had taken^tt 
into their heads to pla<^ upon^their cov^.high 
crooked hontiets^ which they cdUbd i»>i^s. Ih 
forbade .tliem to wear thefe .bonn^, ax>jl -^l^g 
officers of his palace h9.d:order^:jtp^tal^c ii^)£^ 
off by force if they appeared there in*tjpip]|)v 
Petrarch highly apprcjved thefe regulation,8^.^wid 
only wiliifcd this grgat pope wojild ext^i>4.^J^^f 
reformation to the drgfa of all the world, ^ but 
principally in Italy* ' Who caa behpW-<VJay$ 
he, * with patience, the fli«>es with .poijjtpd 
toes, fo l0ng that, they will re»qh the, knee; 
head-dreff?s with wings to thqm, th^ J^airput 
into a tail; the foreheads^ of the men, furxofjii- 
ed with the heads of thofe ivory needles with 
which the women faflen their hair, and their 
ftomachs fqueezed in by machines of ircg^^ 

&c; ' ■ - \i,, 

One of the beft refortps of Urban wasr tlj^f. 
fuppreflion of afylums. ' A man guilty of th,f 
greateft cfimefs had only to take reil^ge ia; th^ 
court of a cardinal's p^lace^, and he coujd -nQ$ . 
be pur/ued by juftice, Th< cardihal de TaiJt,, 
Jerand, who knew the- cha*-aclers of mcp, ^re^ . 
faw this would be a ,^reat pontiff,' for, a li%%U 



Imti aftei" Ins exakati6n, he fadd to Ibme ooq 
Whoaiked him hb x^mott <j£ Urbonv 'We 
bft^e ilotr indfieii a p^Jpd;* Petrarch could ncd 
kaa^ ^it things without; fh^kg <ein ^ 
ja}> and was ten^ted td write tc^ Ibid ^e^t 
iafiw; Albfr ibmc h€jfrtAtk>fi he wis efiedUmged 
to de k. Tbt ^hiK^f of hh letter is to ^rdoKif 
fe%i»ieft t^at> after fd mmy excellent works> ht( 
vriti pat the fiai&ing hwid to aU> hy titnoy'mg 
the faaiy fee to Rome ; axrd he fpeakd with^e 
utmoft freedom^ and even prefuimptiaa^ oil th4 
fubjeds he i^as led to exanxind by the' hope of 
this great eveist. 

The anfwer of Urban was agreeable to t}^ 
benevolence of his character. ^ I received you# 
ktter/ fays he^ ' with pleafuw, ao<i readr it 
wkh atte»tion : I find jtiany things in it wor- 
thy of praifci for the beauty of the thougJits 
an<t the elegance of the ftyle. I admire your 
do^uej;i<ie> your wifdoiii, and your zeal, for the 
pubKc good. I fliall be charmed to fee you^ 
tod to have it in my power to give you feme! 
tokens of my favour/ 

, Utban, who was more verfed in the cancan 
law than in hiftory and the belles lettres, de- 
fircd Francis Brunir to make- fome comment 
upon Petrarch's letter, that he might under- 
ftaod it with more cafe. Every body af Avig- 

YOL. XI. z 



J38 THE Llf £ Ot BOOK 

non was aAoniihed with this rcqueft. Soofl 
after he received this letter the pope, whofe 
inclination was in perfeft accord with it, dc-' 
clared his rciblution to depart for Rotoe the 
Eafter of the following year, and ordered the 
apoftolical palace to be repaired, which had been 
long negleded, and that they Ihiould prepate 
lodgings for him at Viterbo, where he would 
ftop. The king of France, who fotind it ad* 
vantagedus to haVe thtf pope in his neighboiir- 
hood,icnt Nichoks Orefne, who made a tery 
flat oration iti full confiftory. The pope re- 
plied to it with gravity, and in Few words, ahd 
ihewed the impreffion it had made by haffeii- 
ing the preparations for his departure. ^ 

In i$66, < Petrarch wdht to pafi the hot 
tnofiths 'at Pavia. The' court of Galeas Vit 
comti was ill the midft of joy and feflivity at 
the baptifm of a daughter, whom Ifabdla of 
France lay in of in May. Petrarch found Ga- 
leas himfelf in a pitiable ftate with the gqiii, 
which tormented him more than ever : he hafi. 
it in his feet, hands, and fhoulders ; the othef 
parts of his body were without motion, afid hfe 
nerves fo Ihrunk'that he could not hold' hrai- 
ielf upright. The pains he fufFerecf wwte'ft 
terribly Iharp and fevercf^ that his friends* CouM 
not behold him without tears : hir'cc/unige afld 
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psi^ncc siftoniihed all the world. It was in'- 
d^^^ ;^onderful to behold a man of his rank» 
ftm yaung> of a delicate conftitutionj brought 
up (in ipftnefs and pleifure, depriycd of all his 
lim^s^ «id fuffering fuch, agohiesi without the : 
Icaft^cbrupl^int, He looked upon his diftem- 
pq:p;i.l;)9dy with as tranquil and fefene an air 
ae, {i^^X, h^^ been the body of another man. He 
fett^ t^ EJprcnqe for Thomas de Garbo, the 
gr^jlteit phyfician at. this time in Italy^ Tho-^ 
m^^ joined to a great, knowledge in hisprpfeft 
{igx^ a very extcnfive pradice ; he told Peti:arch 
he J^ad never ieen fo .ftrong and fo healthy a 
coijftitution as his in his life. 
. The :30th of July, 13^6, IPetrarch awaking 
at Djidnight, as was his cuftom, tp fay matins; 
rc^oUe^ed that jufl at that time he entered 
into his fixty-third year; which is looked upon 
as the moft critical period of humin lifei ' I was 
born,* /ays he to Boccace, * at Arezzo iji 1304, 
on Monday the sdth of July, at the break of 
day.. Many princes^ philQfophers> and faints> 
have, died at this period : obferve what hap- 
happens to me, arid judge from my fate.' 

At the erid of O^aober, i ^66, Petrarch recci v- 
€4:ia vifit fromi Stephen Colonna the younger, 
t^ only remaining branch of that ilhiftfious 
%x^\ly^ He came from France, and was going , 

i % 
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%o Rome, to wiut the arrival of the pope. Ait 
ter many hourg of converfation^ not having met 
for iuch a number of years, Stephen^ i^ haftc 
'to. depart, aike4 Petrarch if he ihould carry oo 
ipqieiTs^ from hiin to the pop^. . Petrarch re* 
|>l^ed, ' After prefenting my hnmbl^ duty to 
the hcfy fskther, rebte to him the followmg 
hiftory, which is taken from Seneca. Alex- 
ander having acquired the name of great by 
Jiis viftories in Afia, the. Corinthians fent am-^ 
baiiadors to him to offer him the freedoim of 
tiieir city, a thing ridiculous in itftl^ but A^hicb 
th^. had never done to any but Hercujes. 
I'his determined Alexander not to, delpife the 
()refent they made hiraw There are tjiings mean 
kt themi5?lves which obtain Value ftoto their 
^taxity. This example authoriies me t^ offer 
jaiy heart to the pope; though I am only a worm 
df the earth before hito^ it may be acceptable 
fjejrhaps, becaufe, of aft the popes of this age, 
.'to ^nv alon« have I offered it* If he afks wh;^ 
ffyif;^ wife, eloquent^ and generoti^ men as have 
^l^qen amoiig them, and whofe kindnefs^ I h^ve 
^^perioficcd^ have neVter obtained this^ from loei 
yoilr may anfwef, becaufe, according to my 
Ji^dgftjent, he is the only o^ie of them who has 
4oiiGhttduty/ 
^ Thfif tweniy-Jfifth of Qjapber this yeat Ni- 



cliolas Accifejbli', tlw^ great friend and patron of 
Petrarch, died at Naples. His bibgraphcir tt^ 
feted that Sti Sridget, coming to that ehy, 
lodged with' dame Jaquctte, fifter af the grand 
fenechat, and that' ihe faid to her one diy, 
^Your brother will die ftiortly/ Thfe fifter, dif* 
trefled at this prediAion, went to feek her 
brother, and found him with the qileen in good 
health, but he died a few days after of an ab- 
fcefs in his he^d. His body was carried, by 
his ordibr, to that maghificent monaftcry of the 
Carthufians he had bttilt nc^r Florence, and t6 
which he had ^nrta great number ofprccioui 
manufcripts, intending to eftablifli a Jibraryi 
jind finilh his days' in that delightful Ipot. 

Ill the bcginhing of the year 1^67 Petrarch 
Viidcrwcnt a domeftie tliagtin, which (as it 
f^garded a jperfon of great conicquendc to t&Q 
irepublie of letters after the de^th of Petrarchj^ 
Snd moft writcirsr of that perfon's life haye mif^i^ 
taken many circia^mftances in it) Ihall be infctrtr^ 
cd here from Petrarch's letters ; I fpeak of Joha 
Malphigi, khown of fcfint by the tnahk of John^ 
of lElavenna.' Hi« father, thougft he had neither 
birth noir fortune, ferif htra whei^ very young 
fey ftiwiy at Venice * be Va« fo fortunate As* to- 
have Donat de Pj?ato for bis maftcf , -^ho con* 
peiycd a particuim- frienMiip for hini; Petjfarcl^ 
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took ^im'intd his houic in 1364/ He 'd^. 
fcribca him thus to Boccace : ' 

^ A year after you 'v^ent from mc, I took 
to live with me a young man of good char 
ranker ; he has a lively and penetrating genius, 
and an extraordinary memory. He Icamtd 
my twelve Eclogues by heart in eleven da;ys, 
and recited them without hefitation. Notwithr 
{landing this ftrength of memory^ he has fire 
and imagination, qualities rarely united, If he 
lives, I hope he will be fomcthing great. He 
hates and flies from money as much as others 
love and defire it ; it is to no purpofe to offci? 
it, he will hardly receive the neceflkries of life. 
As to the love of retirement, fallings, and 
watchings, he goes far beyond me. Shall I 
own it ? By thefe dilpofitions he has infinuaN 
cd himfelf into my heart to liich a degree, that 
I love him as if he was my own fob, and even 
more ; for my ion would be maflor, according 
to the falhion of the age ; and this young man 
is: all obedience, more occupied vnth pleaiing 
me than himj^f. He afts from feeling, and 
not from intereft : he fcems to defire nothing 
but to improve by my aliiftance. My familiai^ 
epiftles were in the utmbft difbrder ; four of 
my friends had undertaken to arrainge them, 
but were foon tired of the employment; he 
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ft€Compliflied this taik : there are three hun^ 
dred and fifty, including this I am writings 
joulhall have them written by his hand, which 
is clear and diftind, and not like thatof moft 
writers. He has a talent for poetry, and, if he 
cultivates it, he will fucceed admirably. The 
timidity of his youth gives him an air of em- 
barraflment, and his expreffion is not eafy, but 
his fentiments are fiiblime and delicate. He 
loves to imitate at prefent, which is agreeable 
to his age ; in time he wilj ceaip to copy, and 
from the ftyles of others form one of his owQ 
that Ihall excel them,' 

Malphigi feempd to be formed exprefsly for 
Betrarch : he took him with hini every where 
In all his journeys arid amufemehts; and, to 
attach him ftill more, he caufed hini to take 
upon him the ecclefiaftical ftatp. The bifliob 
of Ravenna, who conferred it on him, com- 
manded him to love and honour Petrarch, ne- 
ver to leave hini, an4,to look upon the happir 
nefs of falling into his hands as a particular fa- 
vour of Providence. P^trarql^ procured for hint 
the certain revprfioji of a b^n^fice, which Ihould 
enable him tp buy books, clothes, arid all he 
wanted, without recourfc to any one, and in- 
tended to dp much more for him. 

This young man, amiable as he was^ and the 
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cLelight: of Petrarch^ wcat mt&h)i9 0Mf i n4 

* told bitn plaiply he coul4 not ftaj^ai^ylcmgef 
^ with him^ and that he delLgoed to go-^v^y 

* imroe^iatcly. Patyarch, si^lofiUhed beyoiid IW*^ 
' furei dropped bis pen, and looking atteRtiwly 

^t him, and p?rcerving in his countenance ^Iw 
' diforder of his foul, he svfked him whaM^ all 
thi^ naeant, and whether h^ had any caivfe of 
CQpiplaiiit ^tgainfl him, hii friends, ox his fcr- 
vants ? John declared he had pot ; and «iddc4 
yrith tears that he well kn^w he ihould nevex 
he fituated fo happily q^d h^xoUyahky d^. *witb 

* 'him. , . . ■ u . 

'If this ii^the cafc^^ nnhappy youtig niM/ 
' ■ iaid Petrarch, ' if nothing is waiting, ncithing 
' difpkales you with me, why would yod' Iwve 

me ? Whe^fe do you prppofe to go, V ' JcAni^ 
' with a voice interrupted by tears^ replied, ^ I 

only leave you becaufe I can, write pa logger/ 

' ' How then? do your' h^nds txernye?. ^q 

• ' your ^ye-iight fail you V ^ Neitiier one not, 

* the othct ; out I have ta^en fych a dj^guft ta 
•' writings that! cannot bang my fiblftOK^^kcupr 

the' pen again." ^ I told' you fo,* replied Pc- 
trareh ; 'you wrote too. much. It i;5 excefsf^tibat^ 
pr6.ducc's dii^fl. Leave off writing, rqM^ 
'• yourfelf, ana you will find that your tafte fox 
it will return, ' No/ replied John, with a 
S 



I . J9elifxci)0l7 aiT^ ^ I ihall never more write for 

F 5^^©ii tar any:pnc/: ' So much the better, do not 

I ; y^ntt ;- 1 did upt t^kc )k>u foe my fccrctary^ bat 

t ray iCHa. y<Hi,ih»U rend> yon fliall chat withi 

5 . r»e, yo^ ihftU accoqapaQy me every wherc> an(| 

J be the QnnwneQt of m^ Uttle hpufc/- — ' J in* 

i JMtbiit a houfc where I do nothing ? Eat bread 

J J have XK>^ earned ? I have too much hearts 

■^ for that. Your arguments are vain ; l^t me gq 

fieely, pr I ihgijl depart withput your pei?mii^ 
£oa/ 

PetK||ch, Ivurt by this a^fwer, replied to hint 
"Vvith Ibme fharpnefa, • Wretched young man ! 
^|[>d do you ^en think fo poorly of yourfelf^ 
^ i^tibat yQu Qwuiot be ufeful to me unlefs yoi| 

'li^iit? ? You b^ive deceived nie : I had con-r 
r ceived a better opinion of your underftanding^ 
, But v«hat will ou| friend Donat f^, who ga.vQ 

f& to each other V ' IJe may fay yrhat Jie willj 
vhat hav*e I to do^ with Da|iat K ' .Ungr«t«cful 
%StyQu a^e, i&. it thus you refpe<ft your mafter,. 
^d iV^ faliher of your ibul? WhecL he fliall 
ibe you without n», he will aSt yoi* where yoxsi 
]^¥e left your fathei;; he will beHeye cither 
that X ajiaa dead), w ^t yow head is turned** 
{^eti^axch; thea recall^ tOr his cemerohc^mc^e thor ' 
exhortations of the bifliop, and tried to cqss^ 
^iiice hk3a of his comibrt^bk fxtmadon^ t It. 
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is all in vain,' laid John ; * nothUig can mpye 
jny rcfolution.* Saying this, he weijt out im- 
mediately, and dircAcd his fteps to the gatej 
but he could not get ofF, becaufe the city pf 
Padua is lurrounded with double walls and t^o 
rivers. He came back very melancholy : , Pe- 
trarch begged he would ac(]^uaint him withtji^e 
true caufe of hi^ departure, promiiing to let. him 
go, and to give him money for his journey, 
and letters of recommeijdation. He ftill prq- 
tefted that he had no other realbn for leaving 
kim than that he nanied. ^ For my own part/ 
fays Petrarch, ^ I think he muft have been 
tempted by fome other profpeft, or that he i« 
turrjed fooL His eyes wander, and are differ 
^nt from what they were. When he walks 
through the city, the people point at him, and 
fay, ^' Do you fee that young man ? Learning 
has turned his head/' I am juft now informed 
it is his defign to go to Naples : who knows > 
perhaps fronj the cinders of Virgil of Mantua 
may rife up a new Virgil of Ravenna. He has^ 
been fpoiled with praife : to give him emula- 
tion we have fed him with pride. This will 
be a leflbn hereafter to praile none but perfbna 
of approved virtue, and not to depend on per- 
sons of his age. 
: l^etrarch haftened to put thi^ young nian 
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Again into the hands of Donat, hoping Jip 
might cure him of this foily. He appeared 
better at firft, but it Iboh returned. There 
Vsras nothing fixed or regular in his defigns: 
Ibmetimes he would go to Naples, to fee the 
tomb of Virgil ; fometimes into Calabria, to 
feek the bower of Enhiusj in fine, to Coht 
ftantinople and Greece, to learn the Greek 
tongue. Petrarch in vain reprefented to hrm 
that he did not perfeftly underftahd Latin j 
that the voyage was full of peril ; that he had 
no liioney, and that he would find nothing but 
tmtis at Athens, and ignorance in Greece. 
WTien he was thus oppofed, he bent his brows# 
talked in a confufed manner, and changed his 
intention. Every moment his body appeared 
fe be agitated by many contending fouls. I^he 
€6nclufion of all was, he went away one day, 
laying, he would go and fee the wefiern Ba- 
bylon, 

' In croflSng the Apcnnine to go to Pifa he 
iuffered much from violent rains. When he 
found on his road any one who knew Petrarch, 
he told them he went to ^vignon by his order^ 
Seyeral pitied him, and blamed Petrarch for 
fending fo young a man without experience or 
a companion on fo long a journey. When he 
^ame to Pifa he waited fome time for a fliip j 
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there was hone ; he was tired of tsraitiog,. ^ 
repailed the Apenninc amidft a thofu%xcl d^^ 
gcrs. As be crpffed the Tarohe "vyte n^ajr |te-i 
ing drpwncd; but a perfon who faw him finitf 
ing drew him out of the, water by his fett ak 
inoft dead with famine, fiitigue^ ^ and mifcry, 
When he came back to Pa»da he ha4 the ait: 
of thofe Ihadows that glided round .Virgil on 
the banks of the Styx, Petrarch ftys on t^U 
©ccafion, ' I no lofiger confide in (his TOting 
loan ; I expc<5l every moment he will leave mc 
jigain- He will find a little ptorifion, I hare 
piade hina, and the dopjt open. I fiiall no* 
even attcn>pt to retain him. J l^i^ow what jf 
pught to think ; but you kno)^ me^ and that 
there is nothing that I do not pairdon and for- 
get ? ho en^ my, whoever he be, that I cankot^ 
love, if I fii\d in him repentarirCC ^d fh^m^ » 
this* foftnefs of nature may ibitietimes be dan-f 
gerous, but it will never m^ke mc blufh.* 

Johri^ as Petrarch (oxc&iWy did not remain 
fine yeay in peace ; the rage of journeying came? 
uppft him again ; he dcterpiincd toi go to Ca-f 
labria, apd Petrarcfe gave him a letter of tcccto^ 
inteiMiation for Hu^es de Sti SevcHi^^ whpm 
hf knew at I^apfes^ and who WM a diilin^ 
gui^ic^ rank In tfes^t prDririce. - 
^ * 1 iccommm^^ thts^ y^MJtig imn ' t^' jf6tr,* 
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&id he ; ^ he has genius^ and an excellent dif-* 
l^ttoh : ielzed wit& the madnefa af running 
«fedtit the world, he is determined upon tra- 
veillag for ixuprovtnicht. I cannot blame hin% 
for this choice, though I am very forry for his 
. d^arture.* Pettarch gave him alfo a letter 
for &runi the apoftolic fecrctary, as he was 
to pafs through Rome, who took him to his 
^oufe ; on which Petrarch felicitates him ; 
* You arc now,' fays he, ' after many tempefts, 
'^bt into a fine port i if you cannot live with this 
kmlablc man, 1 know not with whom you caa 
live. Learn to fix, and remenvber the pro- 
y^ifb, '^^Th^ rolling ftone gathers no mofe/*^ 
Learn to live with men ; you will find ibme^ 
every where. You muft live with theiii or 
with bedfts. You can neither fiiffer fdlitude 
nor the world j this is a great difordet of the 
foul, which virtue alone cm cure.' 

Tbefe anecdotes concerning Malphigi hare 
been dwelt on, as he was one of the moft learn- 
ed men of thi* century, and contributed rwf 
much to the eftabliihment of letters. He went 
to teach at Padua after the death of Petrarch ; 
he had there for his difciple Sicco Polontin, 
who gives him the greateft praife. ' He was,* 
fays he, ' the wifeft, moft eloquent, and the 
beft matter in Italy, both for fcience^ and nio- 
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rak..V. Coilucio ,Salutati fpcaks.bf.bim p^th^i 
fame.ip^^ner. The republic of FJoreiv:? yi-; 
vited him to be a profeflbr inrthatcity4nj[397s,^ 
hq pafTed the reft of his life there, and had) JE91; ^ 
h\s difciples the moft learned njeii of the. fif-j. 
tecnth century, the Aretins; Poggfc, &c; WJtiailj^ 
h^ did for the Latin tongue, ETOanu^.Chr);-^* 
foloras did for the Gte.ek in that city : and thi^^ 
is the true period of the revival of letters, tp 
which it muft be owned Petrarcb greatly con- 
tributed, if we only consider his forming ^ 
genius of Mai phigi.' 

. In 1367 tfrban removed to Rome,: mpft 
<>f the cardinals were chagrined to leave the fi^e 
palaces they had built at Avignon. Fiy)q c^( . 
them would not follow hjn>, but reraaincj4 ^t. 
Avignon. The pope w cut in a Venetian gal- , 
ley, and was efcorted by a fleet which the 
queen of Naples, the Venetians, the Genoefci. 
^nd Pifaris, had feht to carry over tjbte Kqcpan. 
court. WheA they had weighed anchpf, t^c?. 
cardiiials yC^hp remained at -^ignoi? ^:aif9d 
hdrjid €fie,s, and oyerwhdmed the pqpe witjj^ 
injuries^ * Vile pope,* faid they, * impious fa- 
ther, whither are you leading your d^jildreni*. 
♦ One would have fuppof^d,' fa(ys Pqtr^ffh^ I h^^j 
was leading them to ^lenip^is afPpng ^^^;,§^c.l 
»^^5.?5;^ The page .^cfpi(q4 t;l^f^.jfl>j>g5;gj^tja£:-,, ^ 



fetdfs, and h^d k*r&f)id fcotirfe^ He ftflppcd fonie 
ddfi ai Crenoa^i and aitived in June at Vitcrbo/ 
wKcfe he t^c'cived the homage of all the Italian 
pt9ricis^;*attd; the attibaffadors ofHottie brotight' 
him tht keys 6£ tiftt city and of the caftle of 
StV Ahgelo. There was a commotion amon^ 
thef people at Viterbb, caufed by a quarrel of 
the inhabitaints with the fervants of fbme of 
the catdinals : but the fedition was loon ap- . 
peaJed, and the authors of it hung up. 

l^etrarch was delighted with this event, and 
wrote. A long letter to the pope, which chiefly 
t^nds to prove the fuperiority of Italy to France: 
m it is the following remark on the French. 
^ As to what regards the focial character, I own 
that the French have a gay and cheerful tem- 
per, ' and are eaiy in their manneirs and con- 
yerlation ; they play generoufly, they fing agree- 
ably, they entertain freely, they arc, in fliort, 
amiable hofts ; but we muft not feek among 
th*m for fblid manners or true morality.* 

Another of his remarks on the preceding 
popes is lingular. * I rife always at midnight 
to ling the prailes of God ; the file nee of the 
night is beft liiitcd to this employment.'^ 'It is^ 
thepart of my life when I am lAoft' fnyleS^ 
and moft delightfully employed, 'ft^s a cuf^^ 
torn- 1 have oblerVed, which has tiSvit been' in- "^ 
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terrupted btft by fiduieis^ and Which I AaU 
tver adlyere to. In ti^ b€ice loir LeiKt thtT» i» 
a pfajer for tht pope^ Whidh is to be repealed 
tlmee times : I declare to joa, iHit formetfyi 
^hcti I came to iiat part, I conM icaf cely hx^ 
bear imiHng^ thcm^ i had moit reafan to we^ 
and groan. What, faid I, fhaU I play more 
firequently for a man whd^ kceps^ the cbafch iit 
exiicy and who kavcs ttie chair of St. Pete* 
empty, than fot my relations itid benefaftofs l 
tiorvrevef, I contimaed to pray, bnt it w^ not 
heartily. What a difference 60 1 feel at prcffent, 
finc^ the friend of God has rejoiced tiic tri- 
xiitiphing church by hi* return ! W^ii t pr<J^ 
nounce his name, 1- bow three tii^es profoiwd- 
ly. I lay thofe three pr^ers wkfc ^ louder ^aid 
more diftinft voice ; and I fecftv creri 8^ wiill 
for them before ttey co«tlc.* 
. Galeas Vifcomti fent foe Petjarchr iii 136^ 
to defire hito t^ negociate a. peace witE the 
pope, who was i« great diipfcafure at thfe cori-* 
io£t of Barnabas, and, in alfiarice widi xMtif 
of the great lords, he determined td citerint* 
Hate the Vifcomtis. He alfo fent for hini' to 
be prefent at the marriage of his dau^ter Vio* 
lantc, which wa» foon to be ceiebrated at-Mi** 
Ian. This lord chofe Lionel, duke of Clarence, 
fecottd ion to Edward: king^rf En^and^fck hcl 



f»od J3p;fii^ and fevesa} places ,ki Piedmonts t . ; ' 

/Thui^ftliipg |)ri^c» cr«fie4 FraiKie^ ioHoyn^ 
by a|IJ^ Ew^i& ,KQlwJity» who were tfaget toi . : 
ztt^ ^ niisim^g^ .where the <:h£irm» of |t%^ 
ani.tlje magmficfistcc of . the Vifcomtis, Jqd., 
theiipt tp e|:|)(<^ ih m^y plenfures., The duke 
was well received at Paris j the dukes of 3<?r;y- 
&nd BiffgY^dy walked before him, aad he was 
kx^^ in the Louvre. His ftay in that city; 
was one continued fcene of joy and feafting* * 
The^king Ipadcd him with prefents > be pa&d 
froi|)(th«nee to Chamberri, where the count 
Amefiie^ uncle to Violante, treated him kindly^ ^ 
and conidu^ed him to Milan* He ma^e his^ 
entry there in May, at the Pavian gate. Ga-^ , 
leas went oxit to meet him with a fuperb train. 
Blanche of Savoy his wife, Ifebella of France,» 
wife to the count of Vertus his fon, appeared 
M the head of fourfcore chofen ladies, all dl^- . 
ed;^ith the ,gteateil magnificence in the fame 
kind of habit. After them came John Gsflea$^;, , 
eom\t of Vertus, followed by thirty c^vsdie;c5^ . ^ 
and thirty eqiierrics in a uniform^ j|i)oi|iite4 ^ 
upoft, fine pcifreys for the tournaments. . The . 
marriage was celebrated in the portico p£ th« r. 
temple of St Mary, Majeur, in the fight (yf a., 
rafl; multitude. Galeas gave a fp^i*^ fca^jti,^ 
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the court of his palace. Petrarch was fcated 
at the firft table, where, except himfelf, there 
was none but princes and lords of the flrft 
rank : this was a mark of diftintftbn which at 
once ferved to fliew the friendlhip of Galcas, 
and that he knew what was due to genius, 
knowledge, and fo great a charafter as Petrarch 
fupported through the world. 

John Froiflard, known by his hillory and 
poems, came to Milan in the train of the duke 
of Clarendc. He had been in England, and 
had paid his court there to Philippa of Hai- 
nault, wife of king Edward III. He was at 
this time about thirty, and feized this favour- 
able opportunity of vifiting Italy. It does not 
appear that he was known to Petrarch : he was 
not tiben arrived at that fame he afterwards 
procured ; fo that, having no rank in the re- 
public of letters, and being hid as it were in 
the ^juftle of this agitated court, it is not won-, 
derful that Petrarch fhouki have no knowledge 
of him ; but it feems fufprifing he ihould not 
feek a union with Petrarch, who pafTed ibr the 
greateft genius of his age, fo defirous as he was. 
of feeing and knowing all great Q^iaraders : but 
he tells us himfelf he was ^t that time abfertn 
ed in pleafiire and in love. 

In the rpidft of thefe rejoicings Pe^rch vm 
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Uiformed of an event which grieved him ex- 
tremely, the death of his little grandfon. ' This 
_ child^* fays he, ' refembl^d me in fo firiking 
a manner, tha.t he might have been taken for 
my own : this rendered him dearer to his pa- 
rents, and to Galeas de Vifcomti my loid, who 
bore the death of his own child with calmnefs, 
but flied many tears for the lofs of mine. Fof 
my own part I could have wept abundantly, 
but I fuppreffed a grief that did not become 
my age. 1 had erefted to his memory at Pavia 
a little maulpleum of marble, on which I had 
engraved in golden characters twelve elegiac 
yerfes; in thefe were mentioned his age, two 
years and four iponths, and the tender forrow 
of his parents,* 

At this time Petrarch had ^he following 
letter from Boccace : 

' My dear mailer ! I fet out from Certaldo 
to come to you at Venice ; but continual rains, 
and the badnefs of the roads, prevented my pur- 
fuing my journey while you were there : biit 
as foon as the weather cleared up I was defir- 
ous of feeing two perfbns dear to you, your 
TuUia and her hufband, the only friends of 
yours I was not acquainted with. I met by 
accident upon the road Francis de Broflano, 
your fon-in-law ; he has doubtlefs told you ho\y 
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it rejoiced me. After the gehferal compliittents^ 
and fome queftions concerning you, my attcn- 
fiDh was fixed upon his fine figure, his faran- 
quH countenance, arid tte f^eetnefs of his maii- 
ners ftnd converlktion. I admired your choice* 
But how ihould I not admire cvely thing yotr 
do? 

* When 1 cdtac to Vcniefe, I did riot accept 
the ofrer of ybur hotife* 1 will tell you the 
truth ; I wotiid not lodge with Titflte in the 
ibferice of her htfbind. I dotik iidt yOtt ^itt 
id juftice to niy marihfer bf thinking hi thif 
as in other rcipe<ftj§: btit otiiers dd not know 
hie as well as you db. My age, toy grey haii^i 
thy fat, which render riic of ho fcohfequehcci 
ought to filence even fufpicion. Btit 1 know 
the world : they bfteh fee evil i?vherc thei^ is 
hone, and find traces of its footfteps where it 
hias rievcf betri: oh the niinutfeft trifle you 
know d falfe rtimotir is often raifed, wHich hai 
as mtich efteft 4s truth itfclif; 

' After I had recovered iriy fatigue 1 Vent 
tb fee your Thllia: when flic licafd me 
himed. Hit came with cagirhefs toward hie, 
khd with a rriodcft blufli, tod her eyes caft 
iipoh the ground, paid mc the pofitcft reve- 
rence ; after whfch flie embraced me with filial 
tendcrnefs: I felt immediately that (he was 



-only fulfilling your wifhes, and felicitated my-* 

.fclf in being Jq deaf to you. After the coi^-- 

yeriation that is produced on a.firft ^cqu^in^- 

.a^ce^ we went md fe/it^d . pijrfelvcs in yoijr 

.garden with Ipme fric|}ds .who were with u?. 

jShc then, offered me your bpufc, your ,]30pk5# 

.j^d.all th^t bejon^d to .you, which Ihc^prdT- 

,ed me to accept of with as much eagernefs as 

jthe delicjaqy of :hcr charaftcr would pprwit, 

While Ihe was.m^ing thefc offers, your \f^ 

, loved little girl walked into. the garden with^^ 

ftep of dignity f^r beyond hor age : Ihe look^ 

,jed at .me with a fwect frnihngf^ce, though 

ftie knew me not. J tppkher into my arras, 

.quite overwhelmed withjc^: I thought I fayr 

|ny own grand-daughter whomrl have loft, only 

fihe was fojpething pldcr and taller, ^d had 

, che^ut . ii^ead of, flaxen hair. Alas ! . hpyr 

. ;nany iAvolui»tary . te?u:s, . which . I hid as jnauc^ 

fis poi]ELble,.did|^the :v)rords, ^efturcs, little qucf- 

rtions^ and gay appearance, of yoijr deaj:;Cbi\d 

; coft xfic on the refle^on ! 

*; I flipuld. never ei^d was I to tell you ho^ 
many inftanpes, of friendfhip your fpn-in;f}e^^ 
, <hewed me on? his rcjtuxn ; the vifits he. made 
. me when he could not prevail upon me to re- 
fide with him ; the repass, he gave with a. po-. 
^tenefsaiidjUbe^rjdity like yo^^ .1 will only 
3 
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mention one inilancc of his kindneis. He knew 
that I was poor; I have never difguifed it: 
when he found me juft ready to leave Venice, 
which was late in the evening, he drew mc 
afide^ and, findinig he could not make me accept 
the marks of liberality he offered, he ftretchcd 
out his gigantic arm to flip money into my 
hand, and, bidding mc adieu, ran away, leaving 
mc confufed at his generofity, and diftrefled 
by the obliging violence with which he en- 
forced it. Heaven grant I may be able to make 
him fome return V 

iBoccace concludes this letter, written in the 
cafy and familiar manner of his Decameron, 
with a thoufand ejcprefflons 9f friendfhip and 
veneration for his maftcr. • 

The war in Italy waiS at this time carried 
on with warmth on all fides. Petrarch could 
not therefore return to Venice by land, but he 
engaged the mafter of a vefTel for a great fura 
to embark with him on the Po. All the great 
lords were his friends, fo that he had nothing 
to apprehend from their Ibldiers. The ban- 
ditti who infefted the highways were his only 
terror. His friends, however, dreaded his em- 
barkation, and his fervrants and the rowers 
trembled at every veflel they beheld approach 
them. I^etrarch alone felt no nntdXmtfs^ $nd 
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in reality he received the greateft civilities from 
all he met with. Everyone faid, none but 
Petrarch could have paflcd without accident in 
iuch a conjunfture ; every Other veffel would 
have been pillaged, but they loaded his with 
game, fruits, and all kinds of provisions, and 
ftopped him on his route duly to fhew; him 
every mark of tcfpcA. His modefty made him 
attribute the iiiccefs of his navigation to the 
infignificance of his condition, and to his known 
love of peace, ^ which is,' fays he, ^ ftamped 
upon my face/ When he came to Padua, 
Friancis dc Corrare went out to meet him ; but 
the rain, . and the approach of evening, oblig- 
ing him to return, he left fome of his people 
with orders to accompany Petrarch to his houfe, 
where he fent him provifions.for his fupper, 
and after liipper went to him, and Ipent the 
greateft part of the night in converfation with 
him. 

When Petrarch returned home, he was in- 
formed by fome letters from Rome, particularly 
one from Francis Bruni, that the pope defired 
very much to fee him^there. Petrai^h replied, 
he hoped fbon to have that fatisfaftion ; but 
the feafon, and a diforder in his leg, which he 
had hurt, prevented it at prefent. Bruni in 
his letter informed him, he had adopted ?ind 
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Joined Collucio Salutati in hi$ office of apc^x>- 
Uc ftpretaiy with hlmftlf, wd th»t Colhicio 
car^cftly deiired to be apqwuntcd with Pe- 
trarch- H^ bad devoted himfelf to cloquelijce, 
lettec?, and poetfy^ and ihidied faered and pro- 
fane hiilory under the moil learned n»efi of his 
age ; he loved men of letters^ and attadbcd 
himfelf in a fmgular manner to Petrasrch dw" 
ing the remainder of hia life, and cxptcfftA 
eveiy fentiment of aed and affe&ion for hi^ 
npiemPiy after his death ; and, thot^ they ne- 
ver met, Petrarch cheriihod his aife^on with 
paternal love and attention. Hi^ anfwer to the 
iirfl letter of Salutati is as follows : 

' Old iige, which renders others taU^ativQa 
impofes filence upon me. In my youth I wrote 
piany> and very long letters : at prefent I write 
very ihopt onesa wd thc^ only to particular 
friend** With refpe^i to youi whom I have 
never feen ; whom I know a little, but love 
Tfery mu<}h ; I ihall wipte only a line, in anfwcr 
to your amiable letter. 

* Ypur %le pleads me, and I am flattered 
by your hind opinion. I know I am unworthy 
of your praifes, and the homage you pay roc : 
b*t it turns to your glofy ; for how highly 
piuft you lave virtue^ who run after it^ vciy 
ihadow I. If deceived by fame,, you treat w« 
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'With fuch genetoiity, wbo can boaft only an 
«mpty name ; what would you not do for the 
ihan in whom you ihould behold a real and fo^ 
lid virtue !' 

In the letter of Salutati, not inferted, there 
18 a great eulogy on the pope, and an account 
of many noble a<^ons done by him iince he 
came to RomCt In OAober 1368 the empe-» 
Tor came to the caftle of St. Angelo, and wait- 
ed there for the pope ; as ibon as he faw him 
he difmounted from his pwn borfc^ and, tak- 
ing the reins of that the pope was upon, led 
the holy father to the church of St. Peter. Sa- 
lutati fpeaks of this condeicenfion of the em*« 
peror in the following lines to Boccace : 

* The Roman prelates who fcdlowed the pope 
weie charmed with the honour done' him by 
the eniperor. The people ran in crowds, trans- 
ported to fee this union of the two greateft 
tnonarchs upon earth. The lovers of peace 
could hardly fatisfy themfelves with a fight 
which excited fuch pious emotions : but thofc 
who interpret every thing wrong, attributed 
to the pufillanimity of the emperor, and a 
feigned humiUty, his fiibmjffion to the pope. 
The enemies of the church 4thcr turned this 
affaii: into ridicule, or openly condemned it, 
FOT n^ own part J WW intoxicated with joy 
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to behold what our fathers had never feen, and 
vhich we dared not even to hope; the pon^ 
ti6cate in union with the oxipirc, the flelh 
obedient to the fpirit, and the monarchy of 
the world fubmiffive to the monarchy of hea- 
ven T 

The emperor performed alfo the office of 
deacon at the ma^, where Elizabeth his fourth 
wife was crowned the day of All Saints. He 
ma^de a (hameful peace with the Vifcomtis, and 
in every aftion exprefled the covetous mind 
for which he was famed ; after which he went 
out of Italy weighed down v^ith gold, leaviug 
in exchange for it a great number of parch- 
ments, and the fublime and imperial dignity 
proftituted^ His condu6l was fuch, thatf Pe- 
trarch renewed not his connexion with him 
on this viiit to Italy.. The pope*s entering 
Romc> followed by two thoufand foldiers, was 
nlfo difapproved by Petrarch.; jmd, though he 
thought highly of his conduft on the wholc^ 
he fpeaks with 'hi§ ufual freedom of this mic- 
tion, 

* < It docs not,* fays he, ' become the Roman 
pontiiF to enter into Rome at the head of an 
army : his dignity, his fan(3:ity, is a ftrongcr 
defence than fwords and ftavcs. The arms of 
pricfts are prayers, tears, faftsj^ virtue, and io^ 
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briety of mariners : the crofs of JefuS Chrift 
is the only ftandard they Ihould fet up ; it k 
dreaded by devils, and rtverenced by men t 
and, inftead of drums and trumj)ets, they fli^uld 
make the air refound with the ibng of Malle- 
lujah !* 

The pope at this time conferred the hat on 

Philip de CabalTole, the friend of Petrarch, 

^ Urban/ lays he, * is the only one who knew 

his merit ; I rejoiced at firft, but afterwards I 

pitied my friend, and faid; what haiS he don^ 

to the pope that he Hiould bind him with a 

chain of gold, when he has moft need of \U 

berty and repofe ?* The j>ope was fond of Phi* 

lip ; he had left him governor of Avignon, 

"^nd ordered him to fee the walls of that city 

completed, and that, if any cardinals oppoied, 

he Ihould order their houfes to be. pulled 

down* 

In the month of May 136^9 the cardinal de 
Cabaflble went to MontefiafcOne to the pope, 
who was gone there to pafs the fiimmer* In 
a converfation they had together much was iaid 
about Petrarch : Urban cxprefled a great defii^ 
to fee him, and begged the cardinal to join his 
endeavours to bring him to Rome. The cardi- 
nal wrote him a very prefling ktter, which IV 
trarch w^s thus obliged to anfwer ; 
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' Your letter foimd me in alanguiflii^grfiate; 
J -have hed my fever forty dajs, .and at ha^ 
^we^ened me to that d€@ree> ths^t J aqi ^pbligr 
led to be carried to n^ qhurcli> thoiighj^t joim 
my houfc. J feel that I ihall -never be well 
again : I am quite worn out. The holy f father 
.does me more hoaour.than I merit, J .qm^ it 
all to you. Return him athouiai)d,tbanHs if^ 
<^your name and in mine/ 

The popCy thinking this was ap cxcufe, wrote 
^himfelf to Petrarch. * It is long/ fays he, * I 
have defired to fee a.pcrfou endowed .with ^II 
,the virtuesji oraamentedwith all 'the faiences.: 
.you cannot he ignorant of th|s, and.yet^you. d^ 
not. Gome. You. make your health jour apo- 
logy : come as ibon as you qan withi^ltit 4*^;^ 
gcr or . iaconvenieace. You -will . find me ai- 
rways eager to belv^ld you, andrlp, procure yon 
that repofe of foul after which you have long 
.fighed/ 

*. Holy /atbey/rceplicd Pctrarph, ' is it; pof- 
iible Lihould not wdeufcly 4e£re to behpld the 
:man whom Giod »ba& raifod to the, dbuyqh, , tp 
draw it out of the infamous, dufigeon it was 
fixed in ? I Ibould not think- myfelf a chi;if- 
tian if I'did Ekot love (,but what do I fay), if I 
.did not adore> the -ponliff who: hjas jcndpred fo 
great a feryke to the: chujreh aadto.^nyfelf. 



If the Pb joined the fea of Tufeaaiy, as It does 

the Adriatic^ I would etubafk immediately} 

th6 e^m itiotioft of its waters would a^ree with 

toy wesEknefs^ and you would fee me fall mto 

yohr port, fedted m the mkUl of my bojoks* 

*rhe phjn&cians fay the fpring will re-eftabliih 

my health ; in thk hope 1 am feefeing out 

hories for my journey* I knoW that Cato the 

tenrfbr had but one horfe arid three fervants : 

but our depraved manriers will not allow that 

iimple train : we cannot take a ftcp now with^ 

out being furrotindcd wilh horfes and grooms. 

t refift, as much as poffible, the torrent of {q 

perverfe a cuftom ; two horfes fufiice me when 

t atn at home^ but on a journey I am obliged 

to have many more for ufe, and to avoid mur-^ 

murs* I am more known than I would be, 

arid muft fohietitaes bend a little to the cuf* 

toms of a luxurious age. I ihail avail myfelf 

of the firftglearh of health to obey your orders : 

but I am pcrfuaded when you ihall fee at your 

feet a w^ak old man, uielcfe to ail but him-- 

feifi and who only fighs aft*r lei&te and tc^ 

pofe, you will quickly fend him back again to 

his humble dwelling. My ^ieftds write me 

woi:d you Wifli to ferre me : I doubt not yow 

good will. You have promifed to procure me 

tepofe of foul i I can receive nothing from you 
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I ihould efteem fb great a treafure : I (hould 
prefer it to the wealth of Croeiiis. 

^ Riches take peace from the foul ; but rarely, 
if ever, beftow it. I would not fet a foot out 
of my houfc to gain an empire : I neither dc- 
fire nor wifli for any thing beyond what I 
have. Love, duty, piety, and gratitude, thcfe 
lire the only fprings which can put me in mo- 
tion. 1 afk your benediftion and favour ; and 
if to that you can add repofe, you will fill up 
the? wiflies of a poor old man.' 

Petrarch paiTed all the winter in preparing 
for this voyage ; and made his will, in which 
wxre the following difpofitions : 

He forbids any one to weep for his death ; 
* bccaufe,* fays he, ' tears benefit not the dead, 
and they may injure the living.* He aika their 
prayers only, and that alms fhiould be given tq 
the poor to pray for him. ' As to what re-? 
gards my burial,* adds he, ' let them do as they 
will ; it is of little confequence to me where 
they place my body.* He make^ after this fomc 
pious legacies in favour of the religious orders, 
according to the cuflom of that age ; and he 
founds an anqiverfary in the church of Padua, 
which is celebrated every year to this day on 
the 9th of Jujy. 

He bequeaths to the lord of Padua his pic^ 
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tuJffe o£ the Virgin, painted by Giotto, * which 
ignorant people/ fays he, * diicem ftot the beau* 
ty of, but which maftets in the art cannot be- 
hold without admiration/ 

To Donati the gramniar^Mailef at Venice, 
he gives all the money he had lent him. 

He bequeaths the horfes he may have at hid 
death to two of the citizens of Padua he was 
acquainted with, and that they ihould draw 
lots for them* To one of them, called Loto-* 
bard de Serico> he owns the debt of one hun- 
dred and thifty-four gold ducats, advanced for 
the expence of his houfe, which he charged 
himfelf with on a patticXilar occafion, to the 
negle<9: of his own affairs. He bequeaths to 
him a goblet of filvtr gilt> \YhiGh he m&dtf 
ufe of to drink water in> * more agreeable to 
me,' fays he, ' than wine/ He bequeaths to 
John Abocheta, warden of hh church, his ^ttikt 
breviary that he gave a hundred francs for at 
Venice, on condition that after his death thit 
breviary fhould remain in the facrifty^ for the 
ufe of the prieils belonging to that church. 

To John Boecace five hundred fioriris of the 
gold of Florence, to buy him a winter habit 
for his evening ftudies. * I am a(hamcd>' fays' 
he, ^ to leave fo fmall a fum to fo great a man;* 
and he begs all his friends to impute to his for* 
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tunc atoQC the iniignificance of hid pfts. Ta 
Thomas Barbofi> of Ferrara, he makes a pre- 
ient of his good lute, for him to make! ule of 
in iinging the praifes of Ooil To Jfthh Dkxkti, 
phyfician of Padua, he gives fifty gdi^^c^ts 
for a gold ring to wear iir rcftieinforancc of 
him. - ^^-^^ ' 

He appoints Frahfcis de Broflkno, ciiSzen of 
Milan^ his heir, and dcfires him; not oiAf as'ftS 
heir, but likcwife as his very dear fon, to di- 
vide in two parts the naoney he fhould find, 
one for himfelf, and the other for the perfic^ 
he had affigned hita* It ihould feem by this he 
would not mention his daughter by nanie in a 
public will, as fhe was not bom in marriage* 
This daughter died in child-bed fixteen years 
after this, in the year 1384. 

With refpcA to his little eftate at Vauclufe^ 
he gives it to the hofpital in that diocefe. 

If "Francis de Brofilano fliould happen to die 
before him, in his place he makes Lombard de 
Scfico his heir, who knows his fentiments; 
and as he has always found him faithftil during 
his life, he hopes he Ihall find him ib after his 
death. This appears likewife to be a codicil 
in favoixr of his daughter. 

His laft bcqueft is to his brother Gerard, a 
Carthufian of Montrieu : he defircs his heir to 
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write to hiifa immediately after his deceafe, to 
give him the option of a hundred florins of 
gold, payable at once, or by five and ten florins 
every year. 

1370. A few days after he had made his 
will Petrarch fet out on his route. The plea- 
iure with which he undertook this journey to 
Rome made him believe he was in a condition 
to fupport it ; but he foon found he had pre- 
fumed too muclv upon his ftrength. When 
he got to Ferrara he fell down in a fit, in which 
he continued thirty hours without lenfe or mo- 
tion, and it was fuppofed he was dead ; how- 
ever they tried the moft violent remedies, in 
hopes thefe might recall his fcnfcs, ' but I felt 
them no more (fays he, fpeaking of this af- 
terwards) than a ftatue of Polycetes or Fhw 
dias.' 

Nicholas II. of Eft, fon of Obizzon, was 
then lord of Ferrara, and the friend and ad- 
mirer of Petrarch ; he was extremely touched 
with his fituation, had him brought to his 
houfc, and took the greateft care of him. The 
phylicians as well as others thought he was 
dead, and the whole city was in grief. The 
news fpread to Padua, Venice, Milan, and Pa- 
via : crowds came from all parts of Italy to his 
burial. Hugues de flft-, the brother of Nicho* 

yoL. II. B b 
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ks, a youhg man of great merit, ivho had a fm- 
gutar tafte for the converiation of Pete^rch, 
fliewed htm the mofi tender atttcnticm and care 
during his whole ifltiefs; he went to fee him 
fevcfal time^ iHf the day, fent every naocqcnt 
to inquire after htmi and had eveiy tMng KS^' 
tied to him he ihouglift might cootrii>ute W 
the re-eftabli(hm^nt of his heafth. Petrarch 
acknowfedgcd he owtdf his forprifing rccoveiyy 
froiii death itfclf, as it were, to the bounty 
ind aflfcftion of thefc two lords \ and exprcffciJ 
the moft lively gratitude for their frien^ipt 
ilugucs de Eft was fond €>f taurnamehts to'dif* 
traftion* 

Thcfe fdumamcatJ W4re trlting^ or corii^ 
l)ats with knees ; equcftrian gaimes, which pre* 
fented aUn image of war, and helped! to fbrtflt 
warriors, ind keep up among them milkaiy 
ardour. There were fctnc traces of thetti itf 
Frafece iii the ttinth and tenth c^inturien^ MfA*- 
f ioned in the chronicte of Tati7, and ftratnger» 
called diem the cofnbats of the Freneh. 

Thefe warlike exercifes paffed Irom France 
to Germany and Engkndy and tibe Botboa^of 
thd Byzantian hift6ry agfce tl^t ^e people oi 
the ea^ teamed thefe gaih^s iKHiHt the Frendi* 
Whm^Ver p^ec^^ons Wdrc however «lfed ii^ 
thefe gSijmes^ and thougK edged and poiniei 



weapons were forbidden, they wctc al^svays dan- 
gerousi and fomctiriKSs they proved mort^.! ^ 
which ijwluccd fcveral popes, an4 foote trpun^ 
cils, to prohibit thjcm : agnd thi% wa^ probably 
tl^e reafon why they welre eftabliflfed in Italy 
later than elfewhere, from the refpeift paid tp 
rt^e ecdej^aliical anthoi^ity. A Milanefe hiilow 
jrian fiy^^ that Barnabas Vifcomti wasi t^c firijk 
who /ordered in that city, in the year 1350^ 
tilting on high faddk^, and tonmarnent^ ^« 
cordifig to the ctrftom (^ Fjrftnce ?ihd Gernniany^ 
After which they ibon became the faihion 1^ 
all die courts gf Italy. Hugues de Eft was 
^helofd in this country who diftinguilhed 
liixnfelf the moft in them, and acquired the 
jbighdl glory. As his life had been often en- 
dai^tcd by this pra<^icie, his relations defire4 
Petrarch to try if he could not moderate this 
|)afll0n foT glory, which he indulged beyon^ 
bounds. Petrarch wrote this young lord thp 
jfoUpwing epiftk : 

' 1 learn with please that yoti march r^.- 
jpidly on in the path of glory. It is difficult, 
and it is fliort. Far from ftopping, I woyld 
aflift, I would accelerate you, in fo noble a ca? 
reer, Go : let nothing detain you : cpnfront^ 
if neccflary, perils and death : fight for your 
honour, for your country, for your fafety ! It 

B b 4 



Is for theft ycM ought toi dHplay yoiir.y^o^/, 
and facrifiee'yo\if-Ufe;-:biititMs fft.raadnef3 %e 
cxpofe it iti ftrtSh tffelcfc'andiifitngerotw gftme* 
as the cqvieftHatx 5::'£hcr4 is-'jnoiJCijfs^npfs id 
this than true ccrttf age.: 38Knoii*{c^jthcfe|>h5u> 
-t^ms of WW, I. cdr^ute:yfxti* ..My: a@fr, T^tl^r 
than my judgment, authofifes mc t^ fpc^Jh 
you in this manner: yoti-^riM paolpn my^t^ 
ftierity, in cbnfideratidti of joxy ?caL YpOih^rc 
ihcwh fufficicntly ofiiehjaft yoii aire fcap$bljs;-in 
-thcfe exef<rifcs?:nf is time ta fipp; ajj^ it wpiald 
be folly to purfue atrowrfeii^fcere the pe^-il^y^ 
tun is greater than the* glory you can ajcquire*. 
Leave thefe ganics to^ thofe.men who^ i::an '.d6 
.nothing more,, -who know nothing better, . and 
.^hofc life of whofe .death jire <)f rip cooic- 
tjucnce. Your welfare is preciojus. ^y pur byo^ 
thers and your friends, :afld dcaTl to! t^e rcpB^- 
lic. A foul like ycrilisiat^^:tQ_4>e^occuj>i€d 
"ivith more riohle objedEs. , SVJC: npvthefe .read 
that Caefar or Scipia 3imjfcd:.th©i;i»felve^ -w^ti 
iny games of this kind.* - \ : :_ - 

Hugues de Eft"^dicd foon after receiving this 
lettef, in Auguft t^yo. Tourjiaraents,. though 
T6 deftruftive to the nobility in. Prance, i tverc 
hot put a l^op to till Henry: JL was i^illed in 
one of thenu 1. ^* . ... ^ .. 

When Petrarch was thus recorered by the 



hofpitality and afft&ionatc edi-e of the lords Of 
FerT^ara, hc^woujd^aro panitued fei* rot^^ buj 
the phyiiciaas afliircd him he could not get tp 
Rome alive; rThfeir^tfajreats would not how*- 
/ever haye prevented bis attemptilig it, if h\f 
ftrength hid fecondai his defircs; but h^ wgfcs 
jinabje to fit his horfc T^ey brought hijqi 
back tp Padu^, 1^ doyro on A /oft fe^t in e 
)56at : hi$ unhoped-for tctmn qaufcd as muc^ 
furpriie'^sjoy in that city, whe^e he was rer 
,ceived by his lord tod thc^ citizens as a^ ma^ 
tcome back again front the other world. Tq 
re-eftablifli his health Ijie went into the coun- 
try, to a place called Arqua, a large village 
fituatjcd on the edge of a hill, which lhelter3 
it from the nprth^ famous fox its jbeautiful 
\ines, and the excellent wines they produce^ 
An everlaftlng fpring reigns here, and there arp 
little villas fcattered in a moft agreeable manr 
ner over this jdelightflil place. Petrarch built 
* him a houfe at the top of the village, and hp 
added to the viijes of ihp country a ^reat ^wm- 
iDcr of fruit-treps, 

Petrarch had quitted Venice for Padua, dif- 

.;gufted with that licentioufnefs of converfation 

;vhicb reigned upiverfaljy there; and the phi- 

'Jofophy of Ariftotle, fo disfigured by formof 

commentators, and not much enlightened by 
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Avcrrocs, whofc difciplcs at Vcnicfe bdicvcd the 
world co-etcmal with God, and msdc a jcAe 
bf Mofes and his book of GenciSs : * Woiil4 
the architcft of thfc world/ iaythey, * xtmain 
fo long doing nothing? Certainty no* Itt 
youthful appearance is owing to its rcvoltttions, 
fend the changes it has undergone by its dc- 
tuges and conflagrations/ They had a great 
icontcmpt for Chtift and his apofliles, whom 
'they treated as idiots; the greatcft ft^thereof 
tbfe chut'ch, as cftthafiaftrs ; as well as all theft 
'who did riot bow the knee to Ariftotle and 
Avertoes. They called tfhe dodrine^ of CSirif- 
laanity fables, atod hell and heaven the tales bf 
an afs ; and finally, they believed that ^r6vi- 
*dence took no care of any thing under the 
region of the moon. Four young Venetians 6( 
ikis feift had attached thcWsfdves to Peti^ch, 
'who loved tbem, hut opposed their opinions; 
this liberty dftomfhed them; and in confe- 
iquence of it Petrardh was examined in a fort 

of juridical mmner, arid J>ronOuflced by thefe 
judges to be a good man without letters : upbh 

ivhich occafiOn Petrarch wret^ a treatife, en- 
titled. His Own Ignorance^j und that of trmilf 

Others ; in which he fays, ^ I care littfe for 

what th^ deny me, if I really poffdfs the goo4 

part they -allow ine Xq rjaith.* 
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Averroes was a Spaniard by birthi wlio lived 
In the ti^rdftfa century ; he was a judge, a phy- 
ifician, a phiioibpliier, aild theologift : he kneyr 
neither Greek npr Latin hiftory, nor ancient 
|ihiloibphy; ht took t)ie feaiin^eots of Arifto- 
tie from an Axd^bie^ tranflatioii ; ai>d i^en of 
ieaming «gree that th^ Ankiw^ liuaguage is 
^eiy ill calculated to exprc& the turns of the 
^jreek^ and the pl^ofophkal ide»s in this 
svork. 

Petrarch had hinti^ formed the deiign of 
^ton(uting the do&rines of thig book ; but he 
tCngaged father Lewis Mai^l, an Augiiftine 
inonk of Florence, to aindertakc it ; he was a 
man <tf. great natural genius, to which Wa$ 
Joined iadefatagable ftudy. * When your lei- 
sure wSl permit, I coigurc you,' fays he, * t<3t 
j^rrite agaitift Averroes, that enraged' a^imaJ^ 
Who tarks with fo much fury againft Jef^$ 
<3hnft and his apoftle?. f have neither time 
nor knowledge equal to fhdb a woric ; yoti have 
both : employ all yow powers in' it; -Chrift him- 
felf will affilB: jthe ch?impion of his caijfe ; it is 
impious for thofe to be fi|len|t )yho are fo able 
to face this enen^y of true rdigion/ 

There was great reaibn fpr this pious zea^ 
of Petrarch : thefe unfriendly dodtrines to the 
peace and fgivation of men fptead fall, iijip? 
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luvich tb^ir D^df ^twcitentafiti afta tkts, pob^ 
iiflied ft ^^n, m ^kh li^fdpNlde tf!Qrf;iuiider 
grievtms p«nyti«6> ^ti) wiite d^^^tera^^thatr tho 

> Petratch langui&^d^U^^hd ^mmtrf^iifohn 
de Dondi his phyfid[an> br «*kfer Wilis' 'Attend 
(for he vrottid haycrho pByf«iian);^i^e » him 
tiiat he had difcoverfed tfec tfuteM^aufe J^fiiis^if- 
caifc, and^hat k arofe- from catittg Trait, cbkik- 
ing water, and from hisf frftqueftt feftingS^* he 
befought him to alter h»^e«iif 4ie ywiflifedi to 
Itvc, and to abftain fjfera &U faltcd*tbingisv-tod 
yaw fruitS'Or herbs. ^ If -yott ^ill laot bfeikve 
the phyfieians,^ ^ys be, -^ believe ^xperii^iice, 
^ad refleft hpw-mucb-ypu- hav€-fu^«d^jthi4 
year for Jiot following tHeiP advice*' -^Pfe^arch 
caiGly 5enor\nccd fait provifion; ' but as to ^hiit,* 
fayr hei * whiph all the phyficia^ns loo^ lipOtt as 
they do hemlock and aconite, nature M&ft t&ve 
htch a very unnatural moAer to glve^tis-fuch 
agreeable food, of fuch delightftll4iue^^aftd'§:a- 
gfaiiCfey ^aly to fcduce her -chifidreai^ >by^ pre- 
fcntiag them wit^ .poifo^i coycre^krvs^: wit^i 
•honey:;*- ^>^ iw *-.ij- .:.--.-:,- ,. t^ ^^t'^^u ^j:^.z 
.1 j John de J)c|idi,lwha has Jbeciii :citenu;x^^- 
tiD|ic4ras-tbe jfricndx^f.Petiarcb, ^ lu«i a..ge- 
nius,! iaya the laiie&j \ that jBrayld iiavx caifed 
Mxxsx to. heaYcn^^df^yficixadi^nat tied him to 



ifcc . cartfr/' * i Hq yrM the/grq&u4L pkyfiemfti in 
j-^^ddLItdyg ^^^teQhedtta^ Qalea^ Vifaomti, iwha 

was alfo a fkilful affcfonomer, and the^ ihveiAor 
i : jof^therikmous elockplacedr^m the tower^.Sf the 

t J .pftbce- At ^adaa.r wlitich . wa^ confidcred as the 

--. WQ9i»d^i:'o£th6Tage ^ beild^s-tbe hours^ itlhcwed 
i^ae .laanual KK>uri(Q o£-the lun according to the 
*!il?j^ve Jfigns^of th^ Zodiac, tiejoaptioa of .the 

> pWittSx the phai^s of the inoon> thd moiiths» 
a^drt^yen the holidays, Qif the year, BliiUp de 
S^a^aiefc i^ys;/*r It .was a iphero.all .of h^afsf ojid 
that* notwithftaading the^.numljcr. of wheels, 
whi^_jeould not be xepkoned without pi^Jing 
thti mfbruineiit to^ piccesi, the \v.hole of 4ts ^roo- 
|i(m.was governed by one fingjle weigl).t/ Johf\ 

^ iffiro^e ^ trp^tife on the baths of Padiiaij, and the 
cjtufe of the he^t of the waters at Alb^qp ; and 
Jxe qjj^tipx^s in it that his /afher ma4e fall 
jvitljfeoijt fun an4 without fire, by a fort of eva- 
poration with BajQcupi Maris: he alio wrote 
, II, tf^tjie pn the manner of Jiving in the: time 
of thepia^guc. He loved the converiation and 
the wofks of Pqfrafch, 2uid often went to fee 
. Jnm i-&cy bad aontinual diiputes^ about phy* 
fie, md cach:rpxniined ^tlhe end of them ir^ 
his owaofHnioni Petrarch permitted him to 
yi^t him as^a friend, but noras ^ phyfici^j 
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'•When a phyficiaa comes in/ fays be, ^ I know 
what he will faf ; E^t yomg chkken, ajid 
drink warm water/ 

While Petraich was thus firaggfing wkb 
his difbrder and kk% phyiician, he lesurned a 
piece of news not very Ukely to forwarid his 
cute* The pope took it into his head on a 
fiiddcn to return to Avignon ; tfaat<:ity^ in c<m-r 
istrt with the queen of Naples, and the kings 
iaf France and Arragon, had ient him reflels 
to convey him thither. Urban gave tiiis rea- 
ion icHT his ooiidui6l; the neceffity e( m«£king 
peace between the kings of France an4 E«g-^ 
land : but no one doubted that the love <^his 
country, the difficulty of inuring himlelf to the 
climate of Rome, the uneaiy and rebellious 
charaAer of the Italians, and the importunate 
folicitatibn of the cardinals, were the cauies of 
it- He was received at Avignon with the 
greateft demonftrations of joy. /St. Bridget 
told hito, ' If yoii go to Avignon, you will 
die foon after; the *bdy virgin has. revealed 
this to me/ This pretended revelaticMx hap^ 
petxed to be accompliihcd : not lo^g after -hi^ 
arrival there he was leized with a mortal drA 
trafe, and died in public the 19th of December^ 
1570, having ordered the doOrs of hishoufe to 
Ibe fctopw,- that gil the world' mi^tl^ mlr^ 



imprdfled by witxieffing his death. ' It muft 
have been a very touching «md edifying fight/ 
fkjs a writer of thtt time, * to behold a pop^ 
extended like a poor man on a forry bed, with 
the habit of St. Bennet, which he always wore, 
his crucifix in his hand, (hewing iuiph marks 
6f piety, penace, and perfe^ refignation/ In 
the courfe of his pontificate he received two 
fingular honows, which might have >difcom- 
po(ed the moft philofophic head ; and yet he 
was always the moft humble and modeft of 
men. The epiperor of the weft performed the 
office of bis equerry, and the emperor of the 
caft afbjnred fchifin, and acknowledged him a$ 
primate of the church. 

Petrarch was extremely grieved when he 
\vas informed of the return of this pope to 
Avignpn, and was preparing to write to him 
on the fiibjeft, wh^n he was informed of his 
death. He made this fliort prayer on the oc- 
^jafion : * Lord, have mercy on this good pope, 
and pardon hi? weakn^s : pafs over the faults 
of his youthi and this fault he has committed 
in his did age ; fine?, coniidering the corrup- 
tion of the times, h^ may be juftly called a good 
man/ "Petrarch "ipeaks afterwards of his wiA 
dom and fan<flity, and that he erred through 
^ ^xcefs of kindnefs to thof? TifDund him j 
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and he adds, that he was famous for the ml-? 
racks hjp performed. ' ^ ^ . '^ . . 

When this news camfe'toBc^Pgna; to tdacr^ 
^Inal Anglic his brother, \vho''\^ Icgate^dicre; 
it fprcad over that city a gciiei'al^griell * T^cy 
ycfolvcd to celebrate a foleinn^ fervice With 'a 
magnificence beyond example, for a pope who 
|iad beftowed fuch ferviccs on their city: all 
the princes and neigbbotiring lords were in-? 
vitcd to it, and the ambafladors pf the prin? 
cipal cities; tjiey reckoned up eight hundred 
noble perfons, all drcft in black: the Ihops 
were Ihut up for eight daysl Among the 
princes there was Francis dc Corrare, who tool^ 
Petrarch along with him^ his health was nior? 
eftablilhed j he foui>d feveral friends who were 
Jdelighted to fee him fo much better, and who 
^ewed^Kim every mark of dfftiniflion* 

Cardinal Anglic was adqred at Bologna, an4 
through ail) Italy • thpre was no Iprcl more^ be- 
loved, or whp governe4 \v'ith greater wifdom 
jand prudence '; hi3 temper \vas perfeftly ami- 
/able. He was recalled to Avignon by his bro- 
ther fucceffor, and die4 in 1383. One of hk 
executors was-Audibert 4e Sade^ the Ion of 
Laura, for whop:i h,e had always had a. great: 
^ffc(3:ion* ^-*' -• • • 

1371.' The cardinals clxofe Peter Roger, 
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hephew of Clement VI. to fill up, tjic placd of 
tltban; he took the name of Qregory Xl.-i rlie 
had grc^t virtues, aftd ^teat modefty. Sopii 
after-his exaltation he wrote fo Petrarc'h, wham 
be had long known and loved, in the mort po-^ 
lite and fluttering mariner : in which he ex- 
preflid a great defire to fee him^ and do hirri 
fome fcryice* In Petrarch's anrwei* to catdinal 
Bruniy he fays, * I will ttdeive no benefice with 
the charge of fouls, however great the revenue: 
the charge of my own is fufficient for me. As 
to the reft, let the holy father do as he pleafcs ; 
l.flaall be ^Iways his fcrvant, ufelefs indeed, but 
'faithful , arid fubmiflive. His generofity may 
Ihfpirc tne with gratitude, but it will never 
augmei^t my zeal and my attachment. If he 
beftow any office on me, it will be a vety fhort 
iiepofit, for I feel myfelf ^s a fhadow vani^ing 
Uway^ If it will enable me to cxpidte fny £ns, 
the fooner the better. I pray God my purga- 
tory miy be completed in this world/ 

in a letter to the cardinal "de CabafTole he 
lays : 

^ I had projected to Vifit the pope in the 
fpring ; my defign was to go by water as far 
as I could, and the reft of th^ way in fhort 
journies by land ; but there has been no fpring 
this year: a burning fummer hab' all at once 
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fucceeded a very qold winter. NQtwitbftaiul?? 
ing this, I had packed up my goods, wb^ t 
wds attacked in May with a violeiit fevef > which 
has difappointed ttiy proje<5fe^ I have becft very 
ill, the phyficians believed me dead ; they faid 
i fllould not live the night over, and the m^xt 
day they found me cured. This has happened 
to me ten times in the laft ten years.* When 
thcfc violent returns of the fever carne upon 
Petrarch, the phyficians came to him from all 
the cities in Italy, either fent by the princes^ 
or atttoding him from affoAion. After many 
altercations, they agreed he could not Mve avear 
midnight, unlels he was pxeventcd flceping; 
and that by taking iomething for that purj>ofe 
he might hold out till mormng. No regard 
was paid to what the phyiicians iaid, for he 
had cxpref^y commanded his friends and fer- 
vants to do nothing they defired, but rather 
the conteary : this iaved hi* life, and he flept 
in the m<^ tranquil manner. The next morU'- 
ing, when the phyficians reappeared to behold 
the acconxplifliment of their predictions, what 
was their aftonilhment wten they fovmd the 
man wlxo fhould have died at midnight, not 
only alive, but even writing ! They coAtented 
themfelves with -faying^ ' Petrarch w ,not like 
other men !* 
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in 137! the pope fetit the cardinal de Car 
b^iible, as legate to Peniiiaj when he took 
leave of the pope^ he iaid to him, * Holy far- 
ther ! allow nle to recommend to you Petrarch, 
for the love I bear him^ which is not to be exf- 
prciltd : in truth, he is a phoenix of a inan/ 
He went out repeating this with the warmth 
of a true friend. 

The cardinal of Bologna, after his departute, 
turned both him and Petrarch into ridicule, 
whom he was difguiled with for the freedooi 
with which he declaimed agliinft the vices qf 
the <!ourt. This prelate was intoxicated with 
great profperity, and no longet Supported the 
chai'adcr he bore at the time he txpieSkd {o 
great a firiendfliip for Petrarch, who heard of ^ 
this hot by the cardinal de CabadSc^, but bj 
accident. ' I am iiot ai^oni(hed>* fyy$ he^ ' at 
this change, . Would ycm know the region of 
it i H« is the enemy of truths and I am the 
tnQThy of lies : he dreads the liberty widi which 
i am animated* and I dctdk the pride with which 
he is fwelled. If our fortupes w^cre equal, ^and 
we were together in a place of freedoicn, I &f 
not that I ihoutd be a phoenix,that eulogy weuld 
not become me ; but he would certainly app^u- 
an owl. Such people imagme their wcaith^, ill 
acquired ^nd worfe employed, permits them t^ 
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fay every thin^ : but there ere |J*6pi« who are 
made eloquent by porftrty; ind d£h<Jrs who 
arc ftruck diimb by rithcs/ 

When the cardinal dc Cabaflblc arrived at 
Pcrulia, he wrote to Pctrirch to congratulate 
him on the reftoration of his health, tod the 
fortitude he had expreffed in fickncfs. 

Petrarch was uncaly for hira, as he had been 
ill, th^t he Ihduid undergo the fatigties of a 
Journey, fo that his letter gtive hini double joy. 
In his anfwer he expre*fles a great defire to fee 
hiiti once more before he dits : ' I have loved 
you,' fays he, * from my youth ; you are alraoft 
the only friend left me on earth. I have- been 
twenty- four years deprived of yOur Society ; 
now that you are in my neighbourhood, if my 
ill fate does not purfue me through life/I jfhall 
kifs that hand from whence I have received 
fuch affedlionate letters, filled with ikluttry 
advice and holy confolations ; and, agreeable 
to the indulgence you have long granted me, 
embrace my dear father with tender affe^^iot 
and ardent zeal, I would recall- to him 6xxx 
happy village days, when we pafled oUr hours 
in the woods, fo abforbed that we forgot our 
Yepafts; and whole nights in delightful dif^ 
courfc, furrounded by oui* books, till we were 
furprifed by the appearance of Aurora. Yoti 



piraiiel nay couxagfe in fickncfe : i| is ^truej^ my ^ 
phyficians ^nd ^ihy mends wei-e iftoiiiihed ta 
fee The gaj and traricjid} in the midft bf pain^ 
without a figh . or ^ tear ; but this was the 
gift of Heaven ; to. Heaven, therefore, be the 
praife V 

iS7^r I^ the/ begirtniiig of the Ipring Pe* 
trarch tried to fit his ho^fe, that he might go to 
fee his dear friend thp cardinal ; but his ftfength 
&iled. Kg found he comH not bcv the leaft mo-» 
tion. He.wrot^ agaiii to him. to ezprefs his 
regret 

* Ycai ate riot,' fays he, ' like moit of youf 
brcthrcin, .wh<>fe head? are turned by a bit of 
red cloth, »and whpr forget tbat they are men^ 
an4.aiQrta}. On the contrary, tbefc honours 
only jjof^ake you ;the more hunabk ; ,^d I do poe 
beljyqj^a* ycm . ,wduld change your rdariner ^ of , 
thiqy|i4])g»^a3^ ypu to b^ ado tried with the iiix-* ^ , 
perjai j^^!^/; , ■ ■ ^ 

'lliis ijgooc^ cwdiiial^ fo worthy the defcrip- 
tior| Petrarclj gavq of hipi, could not bear the 
air Qf Italy 5 ^^e was fick all the time he was 
there, gnd died the :26th of Auguft, 137^?. His 
body waf tran^rted to the Carthufians of Bon-^ 
pas,, where Jbris momiment ftill remains- 

Pet'rarcjb^ in a letter to one of his friends, 
i|>cid^jthus of lys prefeiit cpnditiqn : 

VOI4. w* cc . 
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^ I pai& the greatcd: part of die y^r in thtf 
eoiMitry, which I have aiw^y^ preferred C6 cities; 
I read, t write, I think J tkvji my life and my 
j^eafures atrt like tfaofe of yonth. flaying ftu- 
^d 16 h^gf it h aftorafhing t^^t 1 have learn-' 
ed fo little : I hate tig one ; I envy ho one* 
In that firft &«fo^ of lik, which is full of er^ 
mr tfnd prefiimption^ I defpifed crctj one buti 
myicif : in maohood I dafpi&d none but my* 
ieif : in old age 1 defpife all the world, anci 
toyfelf mc^e! than alL 1 reverence none boli 
thoft I love ; ind I ^efire nothihg ardently but 
to die wkh piety and hoftoun I dfead a mul-' 
titud6 of fervaitts ^1^ I ffaould a trobp 6f diieves> 
t would haCvft noiie if my age and my weak^. 
aeik did hot oblige int : I take pains to hk^e mj^ 
iblf, buf I caionot efcape viiit^ ; it is an bo-' 
ndur that diipleaf^s atnd wearied me. In my< 
fittle hmxfe en tht hilU of Eugane^ 1 hoper 
to pafd my few rehi^nifng days in traiiquillity,. 
and to have always b6£>r(ef my eye$ my dead or 
my abfent friends.'^ • , 

Ip 137a war was 3gain lighted np betweeit 
Vcuiqe aivi Padua. I'he ccmntry .round the^ 
ktter bd^ng ravaged bjr the enenxy^ Petrarck 
went with his books,: whicb he confidered aa 
his moft precious treafure, to ihclter himielf 
at Padua. A friend advifed hiito to ^ im 



Vtk Petrarch* * 387 

liame upoii his door> atld to fear nothing, for it 
i¥Ould be a iuffidlent prot^iftioii. Pfctmrch re*-, 
plted^ ' i would noft truft to that ; Mars is Hot 
a faivotirer of the MufeS : 1 have not fo etalt^ 
an idea of myfelf as to fuppolc thi$ tould fliel* 
ter me from the fury of war j 1 even doubt its. 
advantage to me i^ peace/ He Was adviied 
to quit Padua { but the bad ftate of his healthy 
the rigour of the feafon^ and the danger of tra* 
veiling, preveiitcd hifti. 

Petrarch was fblicited at this time ior bis> 
Italian works : he fent them, and thefe lines 
with them ; * I have fent the trifles yoti ttilc 
for; they were the amufemcnt of my^ youth; 
but they require all your indugcnce : * my:b^ 
mufi: excuie the faults of the ftylc, the intoxi- 
cations of love, and the variations of my Ibul. 
It is a ihame for an old man to fend you iiich 
frivolous produAions : but with what lice 
could I rcftifc you vcrfes which are in the hands 
of every one, are even iung about the ftreets^t 
and which the world prefers to thoft folid com-: 
poiitions I have made in riper age ?' 

Francis dc Corrare, lord of Padua, perceiv-* 
ing the ftrength of the Venetians, figned a 
peace on the terms they prcfcribe<i, which were 
very humbling. On^ of the articles was, that 
Jie fhould c6me hitnijislf, or fend his fon, to aiflfc 

ecu 
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parddn for the inflilts he had beea guilty of,. 
saud to fwear an inviolable fidelity. Franm 
fent his {oh, and begged Petrarch to atcom-* 
pany him ; and^ though he Ip^ihed to dedih^ 
it, he Would not, having fa many obligations 
tb this lord* Accompadied wit4i a gf cat ^rai#/ 
they arrived at Venice \h September 137^^ 
iii^hefe Pettarch v^ras received with the greateft 
honour. Whether the raajefty of the fenate 
awed him, or his memory was loft, Petrarch 
could hot pronounce the difcoilrfe he had pre- 
pared ; but fo great was the delire to hear him,^ 
that they difmificd the afleihbly to the next 
day: he was then more fortunate; he ipoker 
with grace and energy, and was highly ap- 
plauded. The fon of Francis Corrare afked 
p&rdon on one knee; the doge raifcd him, 
&ying, ^ Go and lin no more, neither you nor 
yoat father V 

Francis faid one day to Petrarch, ^ I am afto- 
nifeed> s^d I am not aftonilhed, at the good 
and evil that happens in the world ; explain to^ 
me this enigma.' Petrarch replied, ' It is not 
imrpoilible to rcconcik the contradidion your 
genius has propofcd. When you meditate on 
the corruption of man s heart, you are furprifed 
at the good they do i but it is the rarity of thi» 
virtue caufes your aftomfhment, and that ceafe»^ 
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'when you refle<S that it is God who is the au- 
thor of all good. With rcfpeft to evil, it is 
wonderful to behold the fim confpire againft 
the &ther^ the brothpr againft the brother, the 
wife againft her hufband, and the ungrateful 
man againft his benefaftor ; but this wonder 
peafes when we review the hiftory of the world, 
^nd obferye what pafles every day in it If I 
have explained your enigma, I Ihall be glad 5 
jf I have not, I Ihall learn it moft willingly 
from you.' This Icnrd loved Petrarch in the 
^ndereft manner ; his greateft pleafure was to 
converfe with him, and he went often to fee 
Ijim in his little houfe at Arqua ; he faid to 
Jjina one day, ^ You Have written fonjething 
fojr all your friends but nie.' 
. Petrarch had though! fi>me time of com* 
poiing fometh^ng for this lord; but he was 
dpubtful on Yfh^t fwbjed to fix. At laft he 
^ompofed a treatife on government, in which 
\ic might indirectly praife his virtues, and warn 
bina of Ibme faults he had remarked in his 
eonduif^: |:he fentiments of this work would 
not be at all neyv to thb age, though they were 
yery great fof that in wljiplj h^ lived ; and he 
gjyc3 a jiigh idea of tlie taleqts and virtues, of 
Francis Corrare, in which he agreea with the 
l^^ft authors of that tinje. 
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1374. After Petrarch's return from Vciiic* 
he had not an. hour's cafe; his fever undersnjued 
him very fcnfiWy, and he languifhed through 
a tedious diforder, eipifmg by inches. Never- 
ihclefs he made no change in his manner of 
living : he paffed the greateft part of the day 
in reading and v^riting. He happened at this 
time to meet witji the Decameron of Boccace, 
which he had never feen before, though they 
had been united twenty^four years. He had 
not time to read it attentively, but he ipeaks 
of it in the following manner in a letter tq 
Boccace. 

* I have only ran over your Decameron, an^ 
therefore am no* capable of forming a true? 
judgment of its merit ; but upon the whel^ 
it has givem me a gteat deal of pleaiure ; the 
f^Mdoms in it are excufaUe, fron)^ having been 
written in youth, itom the ful^fts it treats of^ 
and the perfbns for whom it was defigned. 
Anwng a great number of ga|y and witty jole*, 
there are, however, many grave and pious fen- 
timents. t dkd as m^ people ^, I payed 
moft ©ttentipn to the beginning and the end. 
Yoi** defcription of the people is very true and 
pathetic, and the tQuching ftory of Ghrifildia 
ha$ been ever fincc laidup in- my memoiy, that 
I may relate it in n^y conveffetions with my 
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6rktids. A fti^iid of mine at Fadua, a piai} 
of ^it and knofvrUdge^ ^mdcTtock to read it 
^}(md; but h4^ was fcarcely got through half 
^ kjr .w:hen his tears prevented his going on j 
^ ^tteaipt^d iff a feqand ^iate, but h^s iiglis 
fasi4 £>bs obliged hisi to deiif£ : another of my 
(limt^ dif^i^ffsitmd on tbe iame adveatixre^ and 
iprfjfecr having r«»d irom beginning to the end, 
l^kho;ut the \c9& ^Heraticm of voice or gefture^ 
1^ iaid^ returning the bppk, ^t piuil be owned 
this is a touching hi^ory ; awl I ihould have 
criedj coifl^ I have believed it true^ but ther^ 
p&ftt yy^ nor eypr will b^, ^ wo^^anlike Gr|r 
•^Idifi/ 

; This wa^ Petrarch's laft letter : he . clofes if 
Jjy faying,. ' Adicai ro^ ^i^^n^^ ^die» mj lefr 

. SoQiii allisr t\m h$ wa^ fb^nd 4e9d in his K^ 
Imrjr^ pTuIj i&^ 1374^ ^ith «ne ^m^ leamng oA 
fk hd^^ A# he h^ beeQ oitcti: &eA ta pa& 
yr^ole day$ im this^ j^ttkidde^H fholfe who beheld 
fiim were not ^t firft alfra^ed ; but 9a a i^ea^ref 
view finding in hirti jfio figns of life, t|i^y gayp 
. themfelves: lap toy the moft. bitter gri^f. ^t ^as 
•^ppofed he wi3ts t»km off ^t |a^ b)[ ^^tit apo- 
plexy, but:aa no one ifras witH him this couTd 
not be known. His death caufed a general 
^ief And GonfifefoatiiitM!^ [ tbie^ c^fiqie 6^m ^H 
3 
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parts in crowds to pay their laft duty to a. man 
who had been the greateft ornament of theip 
xx)untry» and had raifed its fame on all occa* 
(ions. Francis de Corrarp^ with the biihop and 
clergy, and ^ the nobHity of Fadua, came to 
Arqua.to attend his obfequies. The body of' 
Petrarch, drefled in a flame-colowred cadbck, 
which was the habit of the canoeos of Padua, 
was carried by iixteen do<^or^ on a bier, co- 
vered with a cloth of gold, lined with etmin^ 
to the parifh church of Arqua, which was hung 
in a manner iuitable to this iblemn ceremony: 
After the funeral oration, ^vhich was pronounc- 
ed by Bonaventure de Peraga, of the order of 
the hermits of St. Auguftin, the body was 
interred in a chapel of the Virgirf, which Pe-e 
trarch had built in this church- Some tim^ 
after Francis de BroiTano, having rai&d a n>ar- 
ble tomb on four columns, oppose the. iame 
church, had his body removed thither, and en* 
graved three Latin verfeS to his jmea^ory : Ae 
rhime i& their only meri^^ 

Frigida Franfcifci tegic hie lapis ofh Petrarc* 

Sufcipc, Virgo pamns, animam : fate Vir^ift p^^^ 
FeiTaquejam terris coeii re<^idcat in aree« 

In t66f Paul dc Vakk^ut^hi, proprietor t£ 



Petrarch's houfe at Arqud, had hi^ bui[^ \a 
bronze placed on thismauibleum. 

In 1630 ibme pcribns brokij into this tomb, 
and took away fome of Petraf ch*s bc^es to fell 
tfaem : the fenate of Venice, enraged at thU 
jacrilege, puniih^d thofc who were guilty of il 
with ^treme ftverity, and in the decree againft 
tiiem expreC^d the higheft rcfpeft foy the t^lh^jf 
of this great maii* 

Throu]^ all Italy there was a genera} weep* 
iiig and lamentation : they all cried out, '■ Th« 
fathbr of letters is no more, the light of oUjf 
nge is extinguiihed !' Funerarfongs were com*' 
pofed in every city to his memory, and Aretia 
gives him a diftinguifhed place in the great 
work he compofed ; and Francis Soceheti, t>n$ 
of the beft Italian poets of that age, compofed 
% canzone, at the beginning of which he re^ 
{irefesrts heayen rejoicing, earth lametiting, puir«« 
gat6ry weeping, ai^d h^U howling, at his deaths 
It was at Florence, his native country, they 
felt his^ death moft fdiiihly, for it was there hit 
jical, his merit, was moft known ; and whera 
the motft intimate friends he had left refided» 
Boccai^Cj QoUuciq Salutati, and father Mar-* 
fili. 

As foon as Petrarch's will was opened Fran^ 
ill^ ^roiiano^ hi? heir> feqt to all his fnebdit t^ 
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fmall legacies he bequeathed diem. Wbei| 
Boccace receired his» ami the letter wt ote iwi^ 
tt, he made the foUom^ing reply : 

^ When I ikw your name, licte imraedmteljr 
the contents of your letter : I had already hamd 
from public report the happy tranflation of our 
fttttUtt from this earthly Bal^Ion to the hea- 
Tenly Jerofalcm. .My firft intcntiwat was to 
have vifited the tomb of my father, and to bi^ 
htm my bft adieu, and to mi% my tears with 
yours*: but it is noyr ten m<H¥ths I have beei^ 
attacked with a languiAiing dijbtder,, which 
}k» weakened and alteted me fo much ^ni^ 
would not know me. I adsn no. longer fat near 
fecih-coloured, as when you law par at Vct 
nice : my fides are fbrunk, my eyes faecomf 
Aim, my hands tremble, and my knees knodo 
againil on^ another. After having read youi 
letter, I wept aQ night foqr my dear mslfler; not 
indeed for him i his prayers, his &lb, his life^ 
l^rmit me not to doubt bis happiness: but I 
treep lor myfelf, and for his^ friends^ whom hi 
V. hxs* left, in this wqadd^ as ^ ^iSd withanut a pik* 
%► in a^ ftormy fq>. Jjud^ t?y my ^^f pf yonr^ 
l£nd|that of TulUa, my 4^^r Mer and youp 
amiable wife, whom I beg you vyill re^ifon with, 
US' well as confole for her great |o&, winch ihe 
^ght long ago to h^ve ejqie<5|ed : vvooten i^ro 



Weaker than men t>n tbeie occafions^ and there^* 
fore rccjuire their utmpft affifUnce find conib^ 
lation. 

* I envy Arqua the happineis it enjoys in 

receiving into its bolbm the aflics of a nian 

yrhoie heart was the refidcnce of • the Mufes» 

the fan6iuary of philoibphy, of eloquence, an<J 

the fine jtrts. This village, hardly known even 

fit Padua, will become famous through the 

w^orld : it will be refpedled as we reipcft Mount 

Paufilippo, becaufe it contains the cinders of 

Virgil ; Tprnas and the banks of the Euxina 

for the tomb of Ovid ; and Smyrna, becaufb 

. Pomer died and was buried there. The iailor 

who returns from the ocean, and who, charged 

with riches, fails along the Adriatic fca, ihall 

fall proftrate when he difcovers the hills of 

Euganee ! " They incloie,'* will . he cry out, 

f* that great poet| wha was the glory of the 

world !" Ah ! unhappy country ! thou didft 

mot merit fuch an honour ! Thou haft neg-r 

leftcd to cherilh the pioft iUuftrious of thy 

children ! Thou wouldft have carefled hin^ 

if he had been capable of treason, avarice, en-^ 

xy, and ingratitude : &> truly is that old pror 

veifb verified, ^* No one is, a prophet m his own 

fjQuntry*" 

' Yqu propofe, you fajr, to crcd him s^ m^^^ 
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ibleum: I approve your d^fign; but permit 
ine to hint to you one re£ie<^on ; it \s, t}iat 
the tombs of great men ought never to be raifed 
9t aU» or finfwcr in magnificence to the renown 
of their heroes J This v^as what Fortune did 
for Pompey : ftiq thought it not proper tq en- 
clofe hia a&es in an urn, or to cov^r his body 
Yiith the fineft marble ; but ihe gave him for a 
fepulchre all that region which is watered by 
the fea, from Pelufium to Ganope, and the hea- 
ven for his ipqnument, that the p^ng tra^* 
teller might tread lightly, and 4Tead to tf^m^ 
pie under foot %hc bqdy of th^t gr^t tpan^ whq 
h^d marchedk Qvey t^xe he^ds of thofc kings hq 
Jjad futfdued by his a^ras. If he had died witl\ 
glory in Rome, I doubt whether the mauio* 
leurr^ of Artemifia h^d been eoual tq his de-st 
fert. 

^ My mafter has given me at his death ^ 
new proof of his friendfliip and generolity, of 
which I have received fq many proofs during 
hti^Jlfe: I accept it with gratitiide ; I wifh If 
wa3 npt in a fituation to receive it. I beg of 
you Xo inform me what is become of the pre- 
cious library of this illuftrious man. They fey 
there are perfons commiffioned to examine his 
vorks, and decide their fate : I dread left this 
©ffice 1|houl4 be ipive^ to lawyers, who think 
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tlicy knoW all thlngd^ when they have cofi^ 
fuied their heads with the chicaneries of law*^ 
<Sod preferVe the works of toy mafter fbom fall- 
ing into iuch hands as thefe I Science has no' 
eaemies fo powerful as ignorant perfons i they 
are always envions, hide the befl parts of an 
author^ condemn what they do not utiderftand^ 
and corrupt the whole of his works. Be upon 
your guard ; for if things wcr€ to go thus, 
how irreparable would the lofs ba to letters in 
Italy ! i heard he had written me a long letter, 
^with a tranflation he made of the laft novel of 
my Decameron, as a compliance with my ad- 
vice, that he would fave himfelf as much as 
poifible from the fatigue of writing : I have not 
received thefe kind marks of his attention. I 
am concerned for the trouble I give you, and 
beg of you, my dear brother, to confider me aa 
a friend, and eiltirely yours- 

' My weaknefs is fo great that 1 have been 
three whole days in writing this Icttar/ 

Boccatfc did not long lurvive his matter; he 
died the twenty-firft of December ^875- ^^^^ 
lucio Salutati wrote to acquaint Francis Brof- 
fano with this mournful event, and, after giv- 
ing the greatcft praife to Boccace, begs Pe- 
trarch's poem called Africa. ' I will/ fays he, 
' defray all the charges of copying it. I know 



39d TttX tltB, 4cC. If OOK Vii 

} do hot deferve this iionour, but X will Tehttot! 
to fay your putting it intd my hands ihall not 
tarniih the gloty <jf Petrarth/ Francis feat 
it him, deiiring him to catrc^ and not to pub- 
iiih it : SalutHti's defign was td have mai^ ft-^ 
vcral well corfeAed copies of it to fcftd to Bo- 
logna, Parisi and Ehgknd ; and to pkcc one in 
a celebrated houic in Floiterice for the ufe of 
the pubfiC- He was prevented by this |)rohi- 
bition, and by finding a chafm in the poem^ 
cither pliced apart accidentally by Petrarch, of 
omitted by the Copiers. It leeitts extraordinary 
that Petrarch fliould nev6r have Ihewn Boc- 
fcace a poem he had fpent fo much time in 
eompodng, and that he Ihould have been fo: 
long ignorant of the Decameron, undoubtedly 
the beft work of Boccace, and an admirable fa- 
tire on the monks. The latter was probably 
owing to the reverence of Boccace for Petrarch|- 
who could not think of prefenting hind with a 
work which, being m^ant to cxpole vice, might- 
probably in fome parts offend the delicacy and 
ftiblimity of his fentiments; and Petrarch would 
not read his poem to Boccace, becaufo he wa$ 
not fatlsfied wi^h it himfelf. 
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We haf c tiow fimlhcd the account of Pc-^ 
trarth : and when a life (if t may fo fpeak) 
paints itfelf, it would bk a reproach to the re<« 
ileiftidn of the writer, fmd a very ill coiiipli-' 
tnent to the penetratioh of the reader^ to at** 
tempt to draw it over ttgain by a fumtnary c4 
hiiipid aficrtiond. I ihall therefore only re->r 
mark onks particular which> with all feeling 
hearts, will apologize £ot thdt unfixed and va^ 
riabte temper fo juftly dfcribcd to E^etrarch^ 
and dUB was his tender and ardent paifibn fof 
Laura, which entirely uniettled him fot twenty 
years, and produced a refUeflhefs in his m^ind 
(not fomted perhaps by nature in the calmeil 
mould) through every fxicceeding period of life. 
Had his profeffion and happy lot permitted hint 
to have filled up the facted and delightful re* 
htions of a hufl)and and father: could he have 
brought up with tendef and virtuous care the 
pledges of an honourable afTeftion (as from the* 
principles of humanity and juflice he did the 
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innocent offspring of a diihonourablc One) anci 
thus given a public example of parental yir- 
tuc : could he have rewarded with his efteem, 
and foothed with his attention, the cares of a 
tender mother and a faithful wife : Jiow much 
would it have promoted his happine& and 
heightened his worth ! As it was, he frequently 
led th^ life of a waftderer, to whom the fweete 
of a kind smd cheerful home are unknown and 
imhopcd for, to alleyiate the toils of life and 
the diibrefles of humanity ;: and with the fineft 
taftc for khowledge^ the iwft perfed fympathy 
with nature, and the moik lively and pi&u- 
refque imagination, he oftdn felt all the languor 
of difcontent. His heart was formed for ten- 
demefs ; but, alas ! it fixed where its s^edlions 
could not be facredly coiifirmGd, This ucycei:- 
tain fpring of jdy at laft entirely failed ; and hi& 
friends, one after another, fbllow'ed the iame 
beaten tr^ck* 

From youth to hianhbod he was a prey to 
the keeneft fenfibility : from manhood to old 
age he was flruggUng to recover a calm and 
virtuous flate of foul ; but^ often pierced with 
regret for the hoiurs he bad lofl in the early 
part of his life, and with fprrow for the death 
of thofe he tenderly loved, he was continually 
interrupted in this great and noble purfuit* 
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What a ftriklng leflbn for youth! ^hat ah 
awful leflbn for spil human beings ! to engage 
them to feize with ardour thofe £^\t and ui>- 
ruffled monjer^ts that njay €% the moil pur? 
and facred priiiciples in their hearts, ai>d lay 
the foundation of that folid peace through Hfc 
yirhich, once loft, we h^ve feen is never per- 
feftly regained, not even uijder the influence 
^and direftion of the brighteft underftanding 
and the moft fervent piety. 

Thofe readers who haye be^ri intierefted in 
the fortune of Petrarch, will pity his fate, adr 
mire his fublin^e and exalted genius, and re? 
yere his humble piety, which their candoiu*, 
penetration, and fenfibility, will draw out tq 
fife from this faint and impcrf^c^ reprefent^T 
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14. his body found, and buried with honour, 18. 

Alboitios, cardinal legate, arrives at Milan, 175. his great 
qualities, 176, 7. his magnificent teception, 177, 8.* his 
kindnefs tp Petrarch, 178. 

Anglic, cardinal legate, his amiable qualities, 3^0. 

*Anri, emprefs, writes to Petrarch, 265. delivered of a fon, 

Anthony, St, his body removed, 30. . 
Averroes, tenets of his difclples, 375, 74. his ignorance, 375. 
confuted by Lewis Marfili, ibid. 



Barbatus fettled at Sulmone, 36, Aedtts Petrarch to fend 
him his Africa, 107. his kindnefs to Petrarch, ibid, dies of 
the plague, 324.. 

•jBaftia overthrown by an earthquake, 123; 

"Benintendij-chancellor of Venice, an admirer of Petrarch, 321. 

P d 2 
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BcrchicT, Peter Ic, his kindncfs to Petrarch at Paris, 279, 
tranflatesLivy, 281. affifted prohaby by Petrarch, 282. his 
Moral Reduflory, ibid, dies, 285. 

Bcz7X)zi, Paganino, Petrarch's attadiment to, 2i. dies of thi; 
plague, ibid, 

Birel, John, general of the Carthufians,hisfan^ity, 154,251. 
his advice to Petrarch, 254. dies, 255. 

Boccace, John, attached to Florence, 36. his charafter, 41. 
his union with Petrarch, 42. his love for king Robert's na- 
tnr^ll daughter, ibid, is fent to recall Petrarch to Florence, 
62. reproaches Petrarch for ftyling him a poet, 213. vifits 
him at Milan, 261. fends him a copy pf Dante, 263. his 
account of a fingular adventure, 298 — 30Q. his panic, 30 r. 
his Decamerpn, acpount pf, 3O4. reforms his manners, 
307. gpes to Naples and Venice, 317. paffes the fummer 
vf'ixh Petrarch there, 321. returns to Florence, 322. go^sto 
Avignon, 331.. Petrarch's legacy to him, 367, dies, 397. 
never faw Petrarch's Africa, 398. nor fhewed him his De- 
cameron, ibid^ the reafons conjeftured, ibid, 

uBqlpg^y cardinal Guy of, his birth and talents, 28. h:s fa- 
vour to Petrarch, ibid. CJement VI's,. character of him, 
ibid, legate to the king of Hungary, 29, 30. s^rrives at Pa- 
dua, 30. reipoves the body of St. Anthony, ibid, converfes 

. with Petrarch, 31- lofes his mother, 118. goes to Paris, 
140. rididules cardinal de Cabaflble and Petrarch, 383, 

Boflalaro, James, his lingular charaQcr,. 242. his. popularity, 
?43- flights- Petrarch's advice, 243, 244. animates the Pa- 
vians, iSid. taken by Galeas V^fcoipti, 244, delivered up 
to his brother monks, ibid, and by them imprifoned, ibid. 

Broflano, Francis de, marries Petrarch's daughter, 291. his 
heir, 368, 393. - • 

pull, golden, it$ ofigiq, 214. 

pXBAssoLE, Philip 4c, made Patriarchof Jerulalem.j 331, 
' hisTc^^rdfor Boccace, /^/V» made a caidinal,- 363. (entle- 
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• gate to Perufia, 383. recommends Petrarchto pope Gr€- 

- gory XL /^/V, dies, 385. 

Charles IV. emperor, arrives in Italy, 196. his kindnefi to 
Petrarch, 198. negbciates a peace with the Vifcomtis, zoi* 

' his.niagnificent entrance into Milan, 203^ receives the iron 
crown there, 204. is crowned at Rome, ao8. is affronted 
in his return, 213. his joy at the birth of a fon, 285. his 
ptefent to Petrarch, ibid, invites him a third time, 297. 
Ipads the pope's horfe, 361. performs the office of deacon, 
. 362. makes a fhameful peace vvith the Vifcomfis, thid. 

Chrifliari, Ldke, darioh of Modena, 6. goes to viGt Petrarcli 
at Parma, >). makes a further tour, ibid, robbed and 
wounded, 14. / 

Ciaiii, father, his advice to Boccace arid Petrarch, 299, 306. 
its effedl on Boccace, 30 1 . 

Clarence, duke of,- his marriage, 352, 3. 

Clement VI. pope, altered the jubilee, 44- his goodnefs and 
courtefy, 46, his illnefs, io8.' dies, 149. his charadler, 

Colonna, cardinal, dies, i; 

Old Stephen, his predi6iion, 2. dies of age andgrief^ 

6. 

' Young Stephen, vifits Petrarch at I'avia, 339, 



Copra, Henry, a goldfmith, his enthuf^^fm for Petrarch, 255* 

Vifited by him at Bergamo, 258. 
Corrare, James de, (lord of Padua) gives Petrarch a canon- 

ry, 27. murdered by a relation, 48. Petrarch's concern a6 

his death, 49, 50. 

M Francis de, makes peaCe with the Venetians, 387. 

fends his fon to afk their pardon, ibid, attends Petrarch's 

obfequies, 392* 
Correge, Azon ck, his misfortunes, 2it, 251. dies of the 

plague, 315. 



Dauphine re-united to the crown of France, 81- 



INDEX* 

Dondi, Jobl^de, Petarch's phyfidail, 367. difcowts Ihdi^trfe 
of his difordcr, 3; 6. his genius and learning, 377, his writ- 
ings, ibid. 

Dondolo, Andrew, doge of Venice, his regard for Petrarch, 
j[8. invites hira to Vcnide, 167. dies, 189. Pctra-ch's dia^ 
taster of him, /^/^4 

Earthquake atRoirie, &c. 22, Petrarch's concerns andap^ 

prchenfions, ibid. 

. i at Baftia, 223. 

Edward III. befieges Rheims, 273. approaches Paris, ibiJ^ 

diftreffed by a ftorm, ibid, confents to a peace, 274. 
Eft, Nicholas II. of, his care of Petrarch, 369. 
— Hugues de, his attention to Petrarch, 370. his love of 

tournaments, checked by Petrarch, 371. his death, 372. 

Fabier, Marine doge of Genoa, beheaded, 216. the caufe of" 

k, ibid, 
Florence, bifliop of, vifits Petrarch at Vauclufe, 12a. 
Froiffard, John, the hiftorian at Milan, 354. not known to 

Petrarch, ibid. 

Genoese, their diftrefs, 179. fend a deputation to Johnt 

Vifcomti, 180. ' 

GonT^agua, Lewis de, Ibrd of Mantua, refigns the government 

to his three fons, 23. 
-a— Guy de, his characEler, 23. h?s reception of Pe-^ 

trarcli, ibid. 24. his friendfhip for him, 26. 
Gregory XI. chofen pope, 381. writes to Petrafch, ibid. 

fiuNGARY, king of, feizes Naples, 28, 29. puts to death 
Charles Duras, 29. fends ambaffadors to the pope, ibid, re- 
turns to Hungary, /^/V/. conquers Naples again, 99. com- 
fents to a truce, loO. 

Innocent VI. chofen pope, 155. his charadter, /*/t/. thought 
Petrarch a magician, TJ/V. 
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Jbaa, queeii, flies into Ptdvence, 29. is releafed froAi impri^ 
fonment, 98. marries the prince of Tareritam, iHd^ fells 
Avignon to the pope, 99* atrives at Naples> ibiJ* takes 
refuge at Oayette, i^id. tried and acquitted, io6. 

John, king of France, arrives at Avignon, 80, 155* refidesat 
Villcneuvc, 81. invites Petrarch to Paris^ 168. taken pri- 
foner by the Englifh, 226. prifoner at London, 273. re- 
turns to his kingdom, 278; his entry into Paris, Hid. Com- 
pKmcnted by Petrarch, ^79. vifits pope Urbari VL at Avig- 
rton5 3i4. . 

i&bcHa, of France, her entry intd Milan, 25^5* married to 
John Galeas Vifcomti, 276, has a daughter, 338* 

jubilee, at Rome, 44, 45. 

Lmlivs retired toRdmfe, 36; marties, 163. quarrek with So- 
crates, 234. reconciled by Petrarch, 235. 

XiConce Pilate, Boccace's defcription of, 317. Petrarcli's ad- 
dition to it, 322. his tragical death, 33 2^ — 4; his traoilation 
of Homer, 435, 

Malphigi, John, Pctratch*s account of, 341. refufes to ftay 
with Petrarch, 354. Petrarch's reraonftranccs with him, 
344, 45. his rage of travelling, 346. his great learning, 

349- 
Mariai Fabier, doge of Genoa, beheaded, 215. the caufe of 

it, 216. 
Miiancfe, diftreffesdf, 287. 
Modio, fccrctary to Azon de Correge, 217. the fritend of 

John Petrarch, ibid, declines living with Petrarch, ai8, 
Mohtrieux, Carthufians of, perfecutcd, 165* 

PandoIjPH, a gallant cavalier, 221. his attachment to Pe- 
trarch, 22a. driven from Milan by Barnabas Vifcomti, 
ibid. 

Pavia bcfieged by the Vifcomtis, 242. taken, 244. 

Petrarch, Francis, his Addrefs to Deiath, 5. fends his cook in 
fcarch of Chriftian and Accuife, 1 3. hears of their difafter, 
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14. his affiidion, iUd. vifits Gonzagnay lord of Mantua, 
22. his reception there^ 23. vifits Virgil's birth place,, 24. 
goes to Padua, ty. is made canon there, ibid, vifits hisfon 
at Verona, 36. r^utns td Padua, ibid, his diftrefs at Lu- 
soraj 39. goes to Parma and Florence, 39, 40* his emo- 
tions there, 40^ his account of his journey to Rome, 42. 
gains the jubilee, 47* returns to Padua, ibid^ ftops at 
Arezzo, his birth place, ibid, writes to Quihtilian on find- 
ing his inftitutes, ibid, is (hewn the houfe in which he was 
born, 48. ftops at Florence, ibid, his concern at the death 
of James de Corrare, 50^ hears wonders of his brother, ibid. 
reviews his niaiiufcfipts, ^2. bums many, 53. writes on 
the death of Laura, 62. is recalled from bani/hment, ibid. 
the reafon of it, 66. goes to Avignon and Vauclufe, 70. his 
reafons for it, ibid, takes his fon from fchoolj 71. criticifes 
Cicero, 72. arrives sit Vaticlufe, 79. at Avignon, 80. his 
Ibntiments of Rien^i, 84. warns the pope agaihft the phyfi- 
ciads, no. inveighed agaihft by them, 115. his account of 
Rienzi's march, 128. and procefs, 129^. and fufprifing pre- 
fervation, 131. of the rage for poetry at Avignon, 132. de- 
clines the place of fecretary to the pope, 136^ his ftyle too 
elevated for the church of Rome, 137. a fubjedk given 
him, 138. his employments at Vauclufe, 139; urges the 
Genoefe to peace, 140. fets out for Italy, 147. ftops at 
Ci^vaillon, 148. detained there by a ftorm, ibid, returns 
to Vauclufe, ibid, fatirifes pope Clement VL 153. not 
pleafed with the ele£tion of Innocent VI. 155. lofes his 
faithful fiflierman, 156. refufes an eftablifliment in the 
pope*s court, 158. arrives at Montrieux, 164. leaves Avig- 
non, 170. and Vauclufe, 171. fettles at Milan, 172. de- 
fcription of his houfe there, ibid, delightful to him, 173. 
his defcription of the caftle of Colomban, 182. his houfe 
at Vauclufe fet on fire, 183, is prefertted with a Greek 
Homer, 180. fent on an embafly to the emperor, 188. 
addreftes the people of Milan, 191. interrupted by an aftro-. 
loger, ibid, is godfather to Barnabas Vifcomti's ^, 195. 
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goes to meet the emperor at Mantua* 1 96. his reception 
and difcourfe with that prince, 198. recommends Lapliut 
to him, 206. isdifpleafed at his departure, 214. fend^ for 
his fon from Verona, 2161. waits for the emperor at Baflia, 
223. finds him at Prague, 224. returns to Milan, 225, 
his furprifc and concern at the battle of Poitiers, 229* 
created by the emperor count Palatine, 231. reconciles 
Leellus and Socrates, 235. his chara£ler of his fon, 241. 
writes a treatife on the remedies of good and bad fortune, 
244. his dedication of it, i^id, his reception at Bergamo, 
258. his advice to Boccace, 262. his account of a vifit fromi 
him, ibid, his praifes of Dante, 264. is robbed by his fon, 
267. removes to St. Sjmplicien, Hid. is reconciled to his 
fon, 270. goes to Paris, 276. his account of the dreadful 
condition of France, iiU, compliments king John on his 
delivery, 279. admires the dauphin, /^/V/. his difcourfe with 
him and his father, 280. takes leave of them, 28,1 goes 
to Milan, 2S3. his picture of the French militia, ibid^ 
fixes at Padua, 287. his concern for the lofs of his fon, 291. 
marries his daughter, ibid, removes to Venice, 308. gives, 
his books to the republic, ibid, rejoices at pope Urban's ex« 
altation, 314. refufes the place of his fecretary, ibid, his 
account of the Italian jugglers, 326. a falfe report of his 
death, 331. goes to Pavia, 338. enters his grand climadte- 
rlc, 339. his delight at the pope*s removal to Rome, 351, 
his remarks on the French, and on the. preceding popes, 
ibid, the diftin£Uon (hcvy^n him at the duke of Clarence's 
marriage-feaft, 354. hears of the death of his little grandv 
fon, 355. embarks on the Po, 358. returns home, 359. 
li)4kes his will 366. the contents of it, 366—369. fets o^( 
for ^omp, 369. falls down in a fit at Ferrara, ibid, hi^ 
d^ath ^gain reported, ibi^d. big ^ratity^de to I^ichplajs 3n4 
Hugues 4'Eft» 37P* returns to Pa(lu4 in a bpat, 373. goe| 
to Arqua, builds ^ houfe there, ibid, his reafons for quitting 
Venice, ibid, his pious zeal agalnft Averroes, 375. th§ 
caufeof his difeafe» 376. his concern at the pope's retyiri^ 
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to Avigrion, 379. his prayer on the 0cca£on of the pcqie^ 
deadly ibid, his fever returns, 382. hb life faved hy difre* 
gaiding his phyiicians, ibid, unable to (it his hprie, 385. 
folicited for his Italian works, 387* goes to Venice with 
young Francis de Corrare, 388. harangaes the ^nate, ibid. 
his (entimcnts on good and evil, ibid, compofes a treatife 
on government, 389. meets with the Decameron of Boc* 
f:ace, 390. his opinion of it, ibid, found dead in his library, 
391. the confiernation it occafipned, 392. his obfequies 
and tomb, ibid, his epitaph and buft, ibid, his bones ftolen, 
393. the grief for his death throughout Italy, ibid, z con- 
^uding remark on the. confcquences of his attachment to 
Laura, and on the leflbn that may be drawn from it, 399— 

^etrarcb, John, (the fon) taken from Parma fchool, 71. made 
canon of Verona, 121. hi^ father's pi<fture of him, 122. 
Simonides's account of him, 261. his father difpleaied With 
himy ibid, robs bis father, 267, his diflblutencfs, 7^/V/. his 

. lather reconciled to him, 270. dies of the plague, 290. 

k - Frances, (the daughter) mirried, 29 1 • died in child- 

• bed, 368. 

Gerard, (the brother) his progrefs in the fptritua{ 



life, 22. wonders related of hiip, 50, ^2. his piety, 165^ 

his brother's legificy to him, 368. 
yctroni, father, his miracles, 300. 

Plague at Mibn, 19, ^87. at Avignon, 289* at Parma, 29q. 
, at Padua, 308. at Florence, 31^. 
;foiuers» hattk Qf» 226. 

|viEN3fT, Nicholas, arrives at Naples, 144. retires among the 
hermits, ibid, raifes a fedition at the jubilee, ibid, goes to 
the emperor at Prague, 125. imprifoned for herefy, 126. 
fent to Avignon, 128. imprifoned there, 130. preferyed 
by bis poetry, 131 . Petrarch's account of it, ibid, releafed 
by Innocent VI. 194. fet afidc as fenator, 19^. maflacr^ 
by the people j 196. ^ 
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Rmucci, Francis, (or Simonidcs) attached to Florence, 3$. 

his charadterand employments, 40, 41. 
Rofc, romance of the, fent by Petrarch to Gui de Gpnzagtaai 

26; his account of it, 27, 

Settimo, Gui, fettled at Avignon, 21, 36. di ft reflcs Petrarch 
by his ambition, i6q. prevented from accompanying Pe- 
trarch into Italy, 182. appointed archbiihop of Genoa, 
269. 

Simonides. (See Rinucci, Francis.) 

Socrates, his grief for cardinal Colonna, 6, preffcs Petrarch ta 
return to France, ibid. Petrarch's uncafincfs for him, 22. 
atVauclufe, 182. is reconciled to Laelius, 235. is perfe* 
cuted, 265. invited by Petrarch to \f ilan, iiiJ, dies of 
the plague, 296. 

Sonnets on Laura, 62, 1 13. 

Taillerand, cardinal de, complained of by the king of 
. Hungary, 29. his charadler, 83. influences the elei^ion of 

pope Innocent VL 155. jokes on Petrarch as a magician^ 

156, 170. 
Tarentum, prince of, married to queen Joan, 98. acknovr^ 

ledged king of Naples, loi. 
Turenne, vifcountefs^ her afcendant at Avignon, 80. magni« 

ficent marriage of her fifter, ibid. 

TJbaldini gives an afylum to banditti, 15. ravaged by the 
Florentines, i8* 

Venetians, their increafing commerce, 58. their war with the 
Genoefe, 59, 140. dcftroy the Genoefe fleet, 179. haraff- 
cdby the Genoefe, 188. make peace with them, 215* 
their war with Padua, 386. make peace, 387. 

Vifcomti, John, archbiihop and governor of Milan, his intre* 
pidity, 92, 93. his affefted humility, 94. an anonymous 
letter afcribed to hi«i, ibid, urges Petrarch to fettle at Mj- 
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Ian, 17a. entertains the pope's legate, 177. his views on 
Genoa, 180. engages to prote£l the Genoefe, 181. takes 
pofleffion of Genoa, Md, invites the emperor to be crown- 
ed at Milan, 186. dies, 190. . his charader and epitaph, 
IQO, 191. his eftates poflefled by his three nephews, 191. 

Vifcomti, Matthew^ bisdillblute life, 192. found dead' in his 
bed, 219. 

-— — — Barnabas, his cruelty, 192, 22a, 222, his wife called 
the queen, ibid, attacks Bologna, 297. 

Galeas, faves Petrarch from an imminent danger. 



178. his amiable charaSer, 193. idolizes Petrarch, and is 
efteemed by him, Hid. goes out to meet the emperor, 202. 
removes to Pavia, 271. his fine palaqe there, 330. his 
courage and patience, 338, 339. fends for Petrarch, 352. 
marries his daughter to the duke of Clarence, 352, 353, 
vrecps for the lofs of Petrarch's grandfop, 33^. 

Vitri, Philip dc, chaplain to the pope/ &c. his accomplifh- 
ments, 31. his partiality to France, ihid. tranflated Ovid's 
Metamorphofes, 282. 

tJrban V. chofen pope, 312. Ws learning and humility, 31 3. 
eludes king John's demands, 314. hi& talents and virtues, 
335. bis reforms, 336. urged by Petrarch to remove to 
Rome, 337. determines to do fo, 338. removes, 350! 
defires to fee Petrarch, 363. returns to Avignon, 378. 
dies there, iiid^ 

Warner, duke of, the fcourge of Italy, 28i, engaged 151 
queen Joan's fervicc, 519. 

jg ANOBX de Strata, his talents, 40. pvefented to the emperor» 
1 5Q. crowned by hiip, ihid. made apoftotic fecretary, ^^g. 
^ies of the plague, 293. 
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